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F,Chriſtianity v was i inconſifient with true 
Politaneſe, or prejudicial to real Happi- 
- ef, I ſhould be extremely injudi- 
ciaus, and inexcuſably. ungrateful, in prey 
ſenting - theſe Eſſays to your LADY$HIP., 
But as the Religion of FESUS is the grand 
Ornament of our Nature, and a Source of 
the ſublimeſt Joy, the Purport of the fol- 
wing Pages cannot be unworthy the 
A8 Coun- 


* 
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iv DEDICATION. 

Countenance and Protection of the 9 
accompliſhed Perſon. Neither can there be 
a Wiſh, more ſuitable to the Obligations 
or the Dictates of a gratæſul Heart, than 


that You may experience what You read, 
and be what You patronize. 


Din Religion conſiſt in a formal Round 
of external Obſervances, or a forced Sub- 


miſſion to ſome rigorous Auſterities, I 


ſhould not ſcruple to join with the Infidel 
and the Senſualiſt, to dread it in one View, 


and to deſpiſe it in another. You need 


not be informed, MAD AM, that it is as 
much ſuperior to all ſuch /ow and forbid- 
ding Singularities, as the Heavens are 
higher than the Earth. It is deſcribed by 


Jt Author, who learnt its Theory in the 


Regions of Paradiſe, and who diſplayed its 


Efficacy in his own moſt exemplary Con- 
verſation—It is thus deſcribed by that in- 
comparable Author; The Kingdom of GOD, 
is not Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs, 
and Peace, and Joy in the HOLY GHOST. 


To be reconciled to the Omnipotent 
GOD—To be intereſted in the unſearch- 
9 1 32 able 
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able Riches of CARIST—To be renewed 
in our Hearts, and influenced in our Lives, 
by the ſanctifying Operations of the Di- 
vine SPIRIT—This is evangelical Righte- 
ouſneſs. This is genuine Religion. This, 
MADAM, is the Kingdom of GOD eſta- 
bliſhed in the Soul. —How benign and in- 
viting is ſuch an Inſtitution ! How honour- 
able and advantageous ſuch a State ! And 
from ſuch Privileges, what other Effects 
can flow, but that Peace, which paſeth all 
Underſtanding ? That Tops which is unſpeak- 
able and glorious ? 


Is there any Thing in the Amuſements 
of the Gay, and Purſuits of the Ambitious, 
of greater, of equal, of comparable Value ? 
Is not all that Wealth can purchaſe, all 
that Grandeur can beſtow, ſomewhat like 
thoſe glittering Bubbles, which when 
viewed are Emptine/s, when - graſped are 
Nothing ? Whereas, the Comforts, the Be- 
nefits, the Hopes of Chriſtianity, are at 
once ſupremely excellent, and infiaitely - 
durable. A Portion, ſuited to the Dignity 
of a rational Soul; large as its Faculties, 
and immortal as its Being. 


ALL 


vv. DEDICA/T ION. 


ALL theſe Bleflings are centered- in 
CHRIST; were purchaſed by CHRIST; 
are communicated from CAHRITIST.ft is 
for want of knowing thoſe boundleſs and 
everlaſting Treaſures of paruoning, juftifya 
ing, /aving. Merit which the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST poſſeſſes, and which He 
freely diſpenſes even to Sinners, that ſo 
many wnthinking Perſons are attached to 
ig noble Objects, and beguiled by deluſory 
Pleaſures. Unhappy Oreatures ! What can 
they 6, but catch at Shadows, and ſtoop 
to Trifles, while they are ignorant of the 
grand, the ſubſtantial, the exalted Good? 
It is for want of duly attending to that 
Fulneſs of Grace, and that Plenteouſneſs of 
Redemption, which dwell in our moſt 
adorable SA VIOUR, that fo many ſerious 
Perſons are Strangers to the Tranquility 
and Sweetneſs of Religion: are ſubject to 
all its Reſtraints, but enjoy few, if any of 
its Delights. \Miftaken Zealots ! How can 
they avoid the gloomy Situation and the 
-uncomfortable Circumſtance, ſo long as 
they withdraw themſelves from the SUN 
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS _ on: all-chearing | 
** Said 23; 2x 16370, 

10 | | Mar 


DEDICATION, yi 
May your LA TSH live continually 
under his heavenly Light and healing 
Wings! Be more fully aſſured of his dying 
Love, and have brighter, ſtill brighter Ma- 
nifeſtations of his immenſe Perfections ! 
By theſe delightful Views, and by that pre- 
cious Faith, may your Heart be transformed 
into his holy, his amiable, his divine Image! 
Your Happineſs will then be juſt ſuch as 
is wiſhed, but far greater than can be ex- 
prefſed by, 


MAD AM, 


Your moſt obliged, and 


Moft obedient humble Servani; 


? Weſton: Favell, 
Jan, 6. 1755. 


Jamts HERVEI. 
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7 E Reader will ill probably expe? 5 decount 
the enſuing Work ; and, to gratify 
_ $5 Particular, will be a re 22 to 
2 5 18 Se 
Ie Beauty 8 of the res 
2 he Ruin and Depravity 21. . 
Recovery, founded on tie Atonement, and 
. effefted by the SPIRIT of CHRIST—Theſe 
ere ſome of the chief Points, vindicated, illuſtrated, 
and applied in the following Sheets — But the grand 
Article, that which makes the principal Figure, is 
the 1MPUTED RiGuTEOUsNESS of our divine 
LORD; from whence ariſes our Fuſtification be- 
fore G0 D, and our renewed Title to. every hea- 
— Bleſſing. An Article, which, F emi- 
nent for i mbortance, ſeems to be little underſtood, 
and leſs regarded; if no! much miftaten, and almoſt 
rootten. 
m The Importance of this great evangelical Doc- 
;trine—how worthy it is of the moſt attentrue Con- 
fideration, and 9 Oe — hinted 
in 


_— om — 
. w—_ < 
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in the ſecond Dialogue. ' So that I need, in this 


Place, do nothing more, than give the Senſe of a 
Paſſage from Witſius, which is there introduced in 
the Notes. The Doctrine of Fulfification, ys 
„that excellent Author, /hreads elf through 
« the whole Syſtem of Drvinity. As this is either 
« ſolidly eftabliſhed, or ſuperficially touched ; fully 
« flated, or ſlightly diſmifſed; accordingly, the 
« rohole Structure of Religion, either riſes graceful 
„% and magnificent, ſuperior to Aſſault, and beyond 
« the Power of Decay ; or elſe it affrears difhro- 
« hortionate and deſective, totters on its Founda- 
„ gion, and threatens an ofifrrobrious Fall *.” | 
The Defign is executed in the Form sf Dialogye. 
"Thoſe Parts only excefited, in whith it was wot ed 
10 carry on a Converſation, and agu 10 earh Per- 
fon à hroper Degree of Significancy. Hure, 10 
avoid the common Impittation, of bringing ufion the 
Stage à Mute or a Shadow—one who - fro his u. 
out Weahons, and ſubniits without a Conte rb 
Scene ſhifts.” Our Gentlemen feharate; and, in- 
ert of converſing, enter uſton an epiſtalary' Corre- 
mo EAN Coin e 
5 The Dialogue Form ſeems, on many Conſdera- 
tions, a very eligible May 77 ritihng —Hereby, 
the Author gives an Air both of Diguity and 'of 
Modeſty to his Sentiments, Of Dignity; by de- 
liuering them from the Mouths of Perſons, in every 
| a Juperjor t0 Himſeif. Of ſty; becauſe 
e no longer conſider Him in the raiſed, buf invi- 
digus Capacity of a Teacher, Inſtead of calling U 
ta iis Feet, and diffating his Precepis, He gratifies © 


* See p. 65, 66. 
Our 


PREFACE. xi 


our Curioſity. He turns back a Curtain, and ad- 
mits Us to ſome remarkable Interviews, or mtereſt- 
ing Conferences. We overhear, by a kind of inno- 
cem or imaginary Stealth, the Debates which haft 
in the Receſjes of Privacy ; which are carried on, 
with the moſt unreſerved Freedom of Speech,” and 
rare 7 Heart.— A Circumstance, which will 
e for ſome Peculiuritiet, that might-other= * 
wyſe be 9 ent with Humility, or offenſive __ 
Delicacy. —— it may obviate tie Diſguſt, 
which generally, * mueed defervedly attends the - 
requent Intruſion that io and uſurfiing 
7 err er W.. 5 Pe * 
Tie Names of the Parſons « are prefixed, each 10 
his reſhefrve Share of the Diſcourſe; in Imitation of 
Cicero, and for the Reaſons which he afſigns. Qua 
enim ipſos induxi loquentes: ne iaquam & Inquit 
ſæpius interponerentur. Atque id eo fect, ut tan- 
quam preſentibus coram haberi Sermo videretur *. 
This Method, He very juſtly miimates, it \removed 
fartheſt \ from the Narrative, and makes the neareſt 
| 2 wer or Het to:Life and Reality. It quite ſecretes 
Author; and, by introduc ing the” Feet thems 
ſelves, renders all that fraſſes entirely their own,— 
It prevents likewtſe the Repetition of thoſe inter locu- 
tory Words, He ſaid, He replied. Which, unleſs 
the Speeches are very long, muſt f1 requently recur, 
and have no fileaſing Effect upon the Ear. And if 5 
— Sheeches are long, the Sjurit of Converſation is 
The Afﬀoctates are no longer talking ; but one 
be then, or the Author, is lecturing. 
h T have ſo much to ſay in Behalf of the 
Model, a Par very 2 to ſay with regard to ile 


* De Amicitia. 
4 Execution 


% PREFACE 
Execution—wunleſs it be to confeſs the Deficiency. 
There is not, I am ſenfible, that peculiar Air and 
diſtinguiſhing Turn, which Id mark and cha- 
racterixæe each Speaker. Nis is what the Nature 
of finiſhed Dialogue requires, and what the Author 
afifulauds in ſome very ſuperior Writers. But, not © 
having the Ability to cofiy it, He has not the Vanity 
to affet it.— Nevertheleſs, the attentive Reader will, 
all along, herceive a Difference in the Sentiment, 
if not in the Language. The Materials vary, even 
when they run into the ſame Mould, and take the 
fame Form. — In the Diction alſo there muſt be ſome 
Drverfity. Becauſe, ſeveral of the Objectiont are 
ferofoſed in the very. Words one or two eminent 
Writers, who have aſiſeared on the other Side of the 
' Queſtion. Theſe are not harticulariſed by the Mark 
of Quotation ; becauſe, the Man of Reading will 
have no Occafion for the Aſſiſtance of ſuch an Index, 
and the Man of Taſte will ſirabably diſcern them by 
the Singularity of the Style. {KY 
Some of the following Pieces, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, are of the controverſial Kind. A Species 
of Writing, leaft ſuſcefitible of the Graces, which 
embelliſi Comſioſition; or rather moſt deſtitute of the 
Attractives, which engage Attention, and create 
Delight. — Yet I have ſometimes thought, that it is 
not abfolutely imiaſſible, to make even the ſtern Face 
of Controverſy wear a Smile; and to rea ſome va- 
luable Fruit, from the ragged Furrows of Diſjtu- 
tation. Whether this is effected in the freſent 
Work, the Public muſt judge; that it has been al- 
temfited, the Author may be fiermitted 10 declare. 
To faften the Aſperities of Argument, Views of 
Nature are interſſier ſed. That, if the former ſhould 
carry 
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carry the Athearance of a rude entangled Foreſt, or 

of a frowning gloomy Receſs, there may be ſome 
agreeable Openings, and /ightſome Avenues, to ad- 
mit a Proſect of the Country: which is always ar- 
rayed in Charms, and never fails to hleaſe. 

The Author confeſſes a very fpireculiar Fondneſs. 
for the amiable Scenes of Creation. It is therefore 
not at all imfirobable, but his Excurſions on this 
Tofuc may be of the diffuſive Kind, and his De- 
ſcrifitions ſomewhat luxuriant. It is hoped, how- 
ever, that the benevolent Reader will indulge Him 
in this favourite Foible.— I any ſhould feel the ſame 
frevailing Paſſion for the Beauties of Nature, 'tis 
Foffible theſe Perſons may be inclined, not only 10 
excuſe, but to approve the Fault; and may take 
Part with the Lover, even in Ofifuoſition to the 
Critic. | n 0 

Farther to drverfify the Piece, Sketches of Phi- 
loſophy are introduced. Eaſy to be underſtood, and 
calculated io entertain the Imagination, as well as to 
imhrove the Heart. More farticulariy to difhlay 
the wile and beneficent Defign' of Providence, in 
the various Afirearances and numberleſs Productions 
of the material World. Neither are theſe Remarks 
altogether foreign to the main Point. But, as far 
as the Wonders of Creation may comfort with the 
Riches of Grace, ſubſerve the general End. | 

As to the Choice of my Subjects — Some Peofile 
have deſired to ſee an Invective, againſt the faſhion- 
able and predominant Vices of the Age. This, I 
aſhre hend, would be like fucking of the Leaves, 
or clithing away the Twigs, from ſome over-grown 
and noxious Tree. Wavimng this tedious and mef- 
fectual Toil, I would rather lay the Axe to the 

| | Root, 


„ PREFACE 


Root. Let the Knowledge and Love of CHRIST 
tate ſilace in the Heart, and not only a few: of the 
4 Branches, but the. whole naar of Gn will fall at 

Some would * the Author inf uon the con- 
ſcientiaus Obſervation of the Sabbalſ, inculcate 
the daily Worſhip of GOD in the Family, and 


urge @ devout Attendance on the public Ordinances 


of Religion. But when a Perſon is convinced of 
SB, — made ſenſible of Miſery; blen he has 
| taſted the good Word of GOD-®, and ſeen by 
Faith the LORD's CHRIST +, He will want 
no Solicitalion or Iucitement, to. theſe Means of 
Grace, and Exerciſes of Godlineſs. He will have 


fuſs the ſame. Diſhoſition to them all, at the hungry 
Ahhetite has to: wholeſome Food, or the. new. born 
Babe 7 to the Milk of the Breaſt, 
' Others may imagine, that I have negletled the 
Intereſts of Morality ; becauſe, here is no pirofeſſed 
Attempt to delineate its Duties, ar enforce its Prac- 
tice —Let theſe Perſons remember, that Morality 
never makes ſuch. vigorous Shoots, never firoduces 
fuch generous Fruit, as when ongrafied on evan- 


K „ Heb. 3 + Luke ii. 26. | 

} 1 Pet. ii. 2. This Compariſon is, perhaps, the moſt exa# 
and expreſſive, that Words can form, or Nane — Babes 
covet nothing but the Milk of the Breaſt. They are indifferent 
about all other Things. Give them Riches, give them Ho- 
nours, give them whatever you pleaſe, without this rich, de- 
licious, balmy. Nutriment, they will not, they cannot be ſatis- 
fied. How finely does this il * and how forcibly incul- 
cate, what our LORD, fliles, The ſingle Eye, and The One 
Thing needful ! Or, the ſalutary Do&rines, oe delightful Pri- 
vileges of the Goſpel; together with that ſupreme Wale for 
them, and undivided Complaceney i in them, which are the diſ- 
en Character of the Chr. oat. * 

gelical 


ow 
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gelical Principles. — And if I do not crofe the Pink, 

the Roſe, and the Carnation ; if. I do not gather the 
Peach, the Nectariue, and the Pine- alle; and 
hut them into my Reader's Hand, for his immediate 
Enjoyment : I am endeavouring t0 ſow the Seeds, 
and þlant the Revs, in his Garden; which, if che- 
riſhed, by the favourable Influence of Heaven, will 
* Him, not an occaſional, but a aan Supply 
J. 


A. ſeveral Texts of Scribture. come under 2 22 
deration, Criticiſms hon the Original are frequently 
hub joined. In order to clear a ſome Difficulties, to 
rettify fame Miſtran/lations, or faint out the many 
elicate' and maſterly Strokes, which occur in the 
BLE,—And glad ſhould] be, extremely glad, if 
I nught recommend and endear that invaluable Bool. 
V. as the Divine REDEEMER. rideth on in 
the Word of Truth, of Meekneſs, and Righte- 
 ouſheſs ®, his Hand might ſeatter a Palm Branch, 
or thus Perfe rformance 10 lie as a Flaweret, 4o ſtreu 
his Way +, and foleminize his Triumph. 
In the Courſe of the Diſtutation, I dare not ſu- 
hoſe, that I have diſcuſſed all the Arguments, which 
7 acity may deviſe, or 57 hiftry urge. Per hans, 
ave. not removed all the Scruples, which may 
aken Prejudice, or 3 Integrity. This, 
wever, I may venture 10 affirm, that J myſelf 
have met with no conſiderable Objeftion, which 15 
not either en refly anſwered, or . RD) refuted, 
I theſe Conferences, —And, though I ſhould neither 
22 45 nor Hlence the TIE ba J. Hall think. my 


avours ei employed, if they may throw 


Pfl. xlr. 4. + Alludipg to Matt. xxi. 8. 
| Light 
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Light ufon the dim Ahfirehenſion'; eftabliſh the wa- 
riſing 2 or comfort 19 ee IS 
, If. any ſhould burleſque or ridicule theſe — , 
able Truths, and exalted Privileges, J allen, 
win my Divine MASTER; O] that . 
hadſt known, in this thy Day, the Things — 
belong to thy Peace! But now they are hid, t 
ir evident from ſuch a Procedure, they are hid 
from thine Eyes *.—Should any, in the Spirit of — 
Decency and Candor, either flart new, or revive 
old Objections, I doubt not, but they will receive 
both a duet Examination and a froher Reply. As 
theſe Doctrines enter into the very Eſſence of the 
Goſpel, and conſtitute the Glory of our Religion, 
they can never want a Succeſſion of Advocates, ſo 
long as the Sun and Moon endure —For my own 
fart, I muff beg leave to retire from the Lifts, and 
lay down 'the Mahon, of Controverſy. * 
Langwage i is my Refolution ; | 


Diſcedam, explebo Numerum, reddarque Tenchrls.- 


This Declaration it made, not from any the leaſt 
Suſpicion, that my Tenets are indefenſible; but be- 
cauſe I would 12775 my Friends, and the Friends 
of our common Chriſtianity, that the Field it * 
and open for them to advance; that I reſign 
others the glorious Combat; and ſhall content By jo 
with wiſhing them Succeſs in the Name of ! 
LORD. Becauſe, it becomes a Perſon in my de- 
clining State, to be more fieculiarly intent uon en- 
countering a different Adverſary ; who 1s Ya 60 

overcome, and never allows Quarter. * by 


Aale xix. 42. TM 7 
this 
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this Word of my Teſtimony, and by the Blood 
of the LAMB®*, I hoe to triumph even when I 
fall; and to be more than Conqueror, through' FE- - 
HOY AH my Righteouſneſs. 1 

Should any Thing be urged, forcible enough to 
overthrow my Arguments, or detect a Miſtake in 
my Sentiments, the World may deftend uon ſeeing 
a free and undiſſembled Retractation. I fhall look 
uon it as a Duty, which I owe to my Conſcience, 
to my Readers, and to my GOD, fublicly to ac- 
knowledge the Error.—1t is one Thing to be filent, 
another to be obſtinate. As I fhall inflexibly adhere 
to the firſt; I would, with equal Steadinefs, re- 
nounce the laſt, Though I withdraw from the Strife 
of Pens and of Tongues, I ſhall take care to fre- 
ſerve a Mind, ever acceſſible to Truth, ever often 
zo Conviction. A Mind, infinitely more concerned 
for the Purity and Proſperity of the everlaſting 
Goſpel, than for the Prevalence of my own. Ofunion, 
or the Credit of my own Performance, | 

As. I have the Haſiuneſs of being a Member, 
and the Honour of being a Miniſter, of the re- 
formed eſtabliſhed Church; I cannot but reflect, 
with a feculiar Pleaſure, that every Doctrine of 
Note, maintained in theſe Dialogues and Letters, is. 
either imſilied in our Liturgy, aſſerted in ur Ar- 
ticles, or taught in our Homilies.— I, affords me 
likewiſe ſome Degree of Satisfaction to obſerve, that 
the moſt material of the Sentiments, have been adohted 
by Milton; are incorhorated into his Paradiſe Loſt; 
and add Dignity to the ſublimeſi Poem in the World. 
—To have the higheſt human Authority, and the 
firſt Genius of the Nation on a Writer's Side, is no 


* Rev. xii. 11. ; 
Vor. I. a contemſitible 
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contemſilible Suſhort. This muſt ſurely give a Sano- 


lion, where-ever our religious Eſtabliſhment it re- 
verenced, or fiolite Literature ig held in Refaute, 
Yet even this Sanction, compared with the Oracle 
of Revelation, is only like a Range of Cypthers, con- 
netled with the initial Figure. Which, were they 
detached, would be inſignificant ; but, in ſuch a 
Subordination, are conſiderable. 
Perhaps, it ſhauld be farther acknowledged, that 
I have not always confined myſelf to the Method of 
our Syſtematic Writers, nor followed tlieir Train 
of Thoughts with a ſcruhulous Regularity. I would 
conduct my Fellow-creature to the ſuhlreme and eter- 
nal Good CHRIST JESUS. I have choſen 
the Path which ſeemed moſt agreeable and inviting, 
rather than moſt beaten and frequented. If this 
leads, with equal Certainty, ts the great and de- 
firable End, 7 dare hromiſe myſelf an eaſy Excuſe. 
However, that Method and Order, in the doctrinal 
Parts of the Plan, are not wholly neglected, the 
following Summary of Contents may ſhew. 
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accurate, rather than extenſive Reading ; and 

particularly charmed with the Study of Nature, 
He traced the Planets in their Courſes, and examined 
the Formation of the meaneſt Vegetable ; not merely 
to gratify a refined Curioſity, but chiefly to cultivate 
the nobler Principles of Morality. Several Diſcoveries 
He made, and every Diſcovery He improved, to this 
important End—to raiſe in his Mind more exalted Ap- 
prehenſions of the Supreme BEING—and to enlarge 
his Affections, with a diſintereſted Benevolence ; con- 
formable, in ſome Degree, to that boundleſs Liberality, 


T was a Gentleman of fine Taſte ; of 


- which pervades and animates the whole Creation. 


AsPaAsSI0 was not without his Share of polite Litera- 
ture, and philoſophical Knowledge. He had taken a 
Tour through the Circle of the Sciences; and, having 
tranſiently ſurveyed the Productions of human Learn- 
ing, devoted his final Attention to the inſpired Writ- 
ings, Theſe He ſtudied, with the unbiaſſed Impar- 

Vor. I. B tiality 
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tiality of a Critic ; yet with the reverential Simplicity 
of a Chriſtian, Theſe He regarded, as the wnerring 
Standard of Duty—the authentic Charter of Salvation— 
and the brighteſt Mirror of the DEITY ; affording 
the moſt ſatisfactory and ſublime Diſplay of all the di- 
vine Attributes. 

Theron, was ſomewhat warm in his Temper; and 
would, upon Occaſion, make uſe'of a little innocent 
Raillery; not to expoſe his Friend, but to enliven the 
Converſation. Sometimes 4i/guifing his real Sentiments; 
in order to ſift the Subject, or diſcover the Opinion of 
others. —Fſpaſio ſeldom indulges the humorous or ſa- 
tyrical Vein, but argues with Meekneſs of Wiſdom *, 
Never puts on the Appearance of Guile, but always 
ſpeaks the Dictates of his Heart. | 
 Aſpaſio was on a Viſit at Therox's Seat. —One Evening, 
when ſome neighbouring Gentlemen were juſt gone, and 


had left them alone, the Converſation took the following 
Turn, 


Ap. I would always be ready, both to acknowledge 
and applaud, whatever is amiable in the Conduct of 
Others. The Gentlemen, who gave Us their Company 
at Dinner, ſeem to be all of a different Character. Yet 
each, in his own Way, is extremely agreeable. 

Lyſander has lively Parts, and is quick at Repartee. 
But He never abuſes his Wit, to create Uneaſineſs in 
the honeſt Heart, or to fluſh the modeſt Cheek with 
Confuſion. —What Solidity of Judgment, and Depth 
of Penetration, appear in Crito Yet, how free are his 
Diſcourſes, from the magiſterial Tone, or the dictatorial 
Solemnity !—Pbz;lenor's Taſte in the polite Arts, is re- 
markably correct: yet, without the leaſt Tincture of 
Vanity, or any weak Fondneſs for Applauſe. He never 

interrupts 

i — Mitis Sapientia Læli, | Hor. 
is a moſt amiable Character, and delicately drawn. But it is ex- 
12 with greater Strength, and ſuperior Beauty, by the ſacred 
Penman; Let Him fhew out of a good Converſation his Works with all 


the Gentleneſs, or (e mpadims oop1a;) with the very Meekne/s of Wiſe 
dom, Jam, iii. 13. 
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interfupts the Progreſs, or wreſts the Topic of Conver- 
ſation ; in order to ſhine in his particular Province. 
Trebonius, J find, has ſignalized his Valour in ſeveral 
Campaigns. Though a Warrior and a Traveller, He 
gives Himſelf no overbearing or oftentatious Airs. In 
Trebonius, You ſee the brave Officer, regulated by all 
the Decency of the Academic, and ſweetened with all the 

Affability of the Courtier. | | 

No one affects a moroſe Reſerve, or aſſumes an immo- 
derate Loquacity . To engroſs the Talk, is tyran- 
nical: to ſeal up the Lips, is monkiſh. Every one, 
therefore, from a Fund of good Senſe, contributes his 

uota; and each ſpeaks, not with an Ambition to et 
off Himſelf, but from a Deſire to pleaſe the Company. 

Ther. Indeed, Aſpafio, I think myſelf happy, in this 
accompliſned Set of Acquaintance. Who add all the 
Complaifance and Politeneſs of the Gentleman, to the 
Benevolence and Fidelity of the Friend. 

Their Converſation is as innocent as their Taſte is 
refined. — They have a noble Abhorrence of Slander, 
and deteſt the low ungenerous Artifices of Detraction.— 
No looſe Jeſt, has either the Service of their Tongue, 
or the Sanction of their Smile. — Was You to be with 
them, in their freeſt Moments; You would hear No- 
thing, that has a Tendency to Profaneneſs, or is any 
Way injurious to Purity of Morals. Even their Gaiety 
- _ from Indecency, and their very Wit free from 
all. 

Aſp. There is but one Qualification wanting, to ren- 
der your Friends completely valuable; and their ſocial 
Interviews a continual Bleſſing. 

Ther. Pray, what is that ? 

Ap. A Turn for more ſerious Conferences Their 


literary Debates are beautiful Sketches, of whatever is 


B 2 curious 


* Zeno being preſent, where a Perſon of this loquacious Diſpo- 
fition played Himſelf off, ſaid with an Air of Concern in his Coun- 
tenance, I perceive, that poor Gentleman is ill. He has a wiolent Flux 
upon Him, The Company was alarmed, and the Rhetorician ſtopped 
in his Career; Yes, added the Philoſopher, The Flux is /o violent, that 
it has carried his Earcsnto kis Tongue. 


4 DIALOGUE I. 


curious in the Sciences, or delicate in the Arts. From 
their Remarks on our national Affairs, and on forei 

Occurrences, a Perſon may almoſt form a+ Syſtem of 
Politics. —Bur, they never touch upon any Topic of 
Religion ; never celebrate the near Perfefions of the 
DEITY ; never illuſtrate the Beauties, nor enforce the 
> Truths— JS, S115 Ter? | 

Fher. Fie upon You, Aſpaſio, for your unpolite Hint 
Who can forbear interrupting the Harangue, which 

leads for ſuch an outrageous Violation of the Mode ? 
hich would introduce religious Talk into our faſhion- 
able Aſſemblies !—How 1s it that You, who, in other 
Inſtances, are a Gentleman of Refinement, can be ſo 
ſtrangely inelegant in this Particular? 

Aſp. For ſuch a Practice, Theron, We have no in- 
conſiderable Precedents.— Thus Socrates , the wiſeſt 
of the .{thenian Sages ; thus Scipio , the moſt accom- 
pliſhed of the Roman Generals, converſed.— Thus Ci- 
ceroF, the Prince of Orators, improved his elegant 
Retirement at the 7yſculan Villa.-And Horace ||, the 
brighteſt Genius in the Court of Auguſtus, formed the 
moſt agreeable Hours of his Converſation, upon this 
very Plan. 

Was I to enumerate all the Patrons of this, forgive 
me if I fay, more honourable Mode ; the moſt illuſtrious 
Names of Antiquity, would appear on the Lift. 

Ther. This Practice, however extolled by the philo- 
ſophic Gentry of antient Times ; would make a very 
fingular Figure, in the preſent Age. 


Aſp. 


* Vid. Secratis Memorabilia, per X-noph, 
+ See Cicere's Dialogue De Amicitia, in which we are informed, 
That it was a cuſtomary Practice with Scipio, with his polite Friend 
Lelins, and ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Nobility of Reme, to dif. 
courſe upon the Intereſts of the Republic, and Immortality of the 
Soul. 
1 Vid. T . Qu42fe. 
Such were the Interviews, of which he ſpeaks with a Kind of 
. Rapture, | 


O Not s Ca:eque Deim, 


W 


, 


A 
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Aſp. And ſhould not the Copy, after which the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind write, be ſingularly correct? Per- 
ſons of Taſte and Diſtinction, are the Pattern for general 
Imitation : are the Copy, in Conformity to which, the 
World adjuſt their Manners, and regulate their Beha- 
viour. They, therefore, are under the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 
tions, not to give a contemptible Stamp to the Faſhion, 
Benevolence to their Fellow-creatures calls loudly 
upon them, a Concern for the public Good challenges it 
at their Hands, that they ſignalize themſelves by a Pre- 
eminence in all that is excellent. 

Ther, Away, away with theſe auſtere Notions ! Such 
a Strain of Converſation would damp the Gaiety of our 
Spirits, and flatten the Reliſh of Society. It would turn 
the Aſſembly into a Conventicle, and make it Lent all 
the Year round. 

Aſp. Can it then be an auſtere Practice, to cultivate 
the Underſtanding, and improve the Heart? Can it 
damp the Gaiety of our Spirits, to refine and exalt 
them, after the Model of the higheſt Perfection ?—Or, 
will it flatten the Reliſh of Society, to ſecure and antici- 
pate everlaſting Delights ? 

Ther. Everlaſting Delights, Aſpafio !—To talk of 
ſuch a Subject, would be termed, in every Circle of Wit 
and Gallantry, an Uſurpation of the Parſon's Office. A 
low Method, of retailing by Scraps, in the Parlour ; 
what the Man in Black, vends by wholeſale, from the 
Pulpit, —It would infallibly mark Us out for Pedants. 
And, for aught I know, might expoſe us to the Suſpi- 
cion of Eutbuſiaſn. 

Afp. Your Men of Wit muft excuſe me, if I cannot 
perſuade myſelf to admire, either the Delicacy of their 
Language, or the Juſtneſs of their Opinion. | 

The firſt, be it ever ſo humane and graceful, I reſign 
to themſelves. —As for the other, I would beg Leave to 


enquire; © Are the Clergy, then, the only Perſons, who 


ce ſhould act the becoming Part, and converſe like rati- 
© onal Beings ? Is ſolid Wiſdom, and ſacred Truth, the 
« Privilege or their Order? While nothing is lef for 

B 3 Sad 
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« You and Me, but the Play of Fancy, or the Luxu- 
ce ries of Senſe?” » | 

I would farther aſk the Circles of Gallantry ; « Where 
ce jg the Impropriety, of interweaving the noble Doc- 
cc trines, di pla ed by the Preacher, with our common 
« Diſcourſe ! Or. what the Inconvenience, of intro- 
« ducing the amiable Graces, recommended by his Lec- 
ce tures, into our ordinary Practice?“ 

Will ſuch an Exerciſe of our Speech, rank Us among 
Pedants ? Is this the Badge of Enthuſiaſm? A ſplendid 
and honourable Badge truly ! Such as muſt add Weight 
to any Cauſe, and Worth to any Character. 

Ther. This would curb. the ſprightly Sallies of Wit ; 
and extinguiſh that engaging Glow of Good-humour, 
which enlivens our genteel Intercourſes. Accordingly, 
You may obſerve ; That if any formal Creature, takes 
upon Him to mention, in polite Company, an edifying 
ruth, or a Text of Scripture ; the pretty Chat, though 
ever fo profuſely flowing, ſtagnates in an Inſtant. Each 
voluble and facetious Tongue ſeems to'be ſtruck with a 
ſudden Palſy. Every one wonders at the ſtrange Man's 
Face; and they all conclude Him, either mad, or a 
Methodiſt. | 

App. Agreeable Strokes of Wit, are by no Means in- 
compatible with uſeful Converſation. Unleſs we miſ- 
take an infipid Vivacity, or fantaſtic Levity, for Wit 
and Facetiouſneſs.— Neither have I heard, that, among 
all our Acts of Parliament, any one has paſſed to divorce 
Good Senſe and Good-humour. Why may they not 
both reſide on the ſame Lips, and both circulate through 
the ſame Aſſembly ?—For my own Part, I would 
neither have our Diſcourſe ſoured with Auſterity, nor 
evaporate into Impertinence : but unite (as a judicious 
Antient adviſes) the Benefits of Improvement, with 
the Blandiſhments of Pleaſantry *..—And as to your po- 
lite People ; if they can find more Muſic, in the Mag- 
pie's Voice, than in the Nightingale's Note ; I muſt 


own 


* Cum guadam Nlrcebrũ ac Valuptate utiles, Aul. GEI. 


* 
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own myſelf as much ſurprized at their Ears, as they are 


at the ſtrange Man's Face. 


Ther. With all your grey-headed Authorities, I fancy, 
You will find very few Proſelytes, among the Profeſſors 
of modern Refinement. Faſhion is, with the World, 
the Standard of Morals, as well as of Clothes. And He 
muſt be of a very peculiar Turn indeed, who would 


chooſe to be ridiculous in either, 


Aſp. Rather, Theron, He muſt be of a very pliant 


Turn, who tamely delivers up his Conduct, to be 


moulded by a Faſhion; which has neither true Ele- 
gance to dignify it, nor the leaſt Uſefulneſs to recom- 
mend it. 

And which, I beſeech You, is moſt ridiculous ? He 
who ſervilely imitates every idle Faſhion, and is the very 
Ape of corrupt Cuſtom ?—Or He, who aſſerts his na- 
tive Liberty; and reſolutely follows, where Wiſdom and 
Truth lead the Way ? 

Ther. Would you then obtrude religious Diſcourſe 
upon every Company? Conſider, Apaſio, what a mot- 
ley Figure this would make. —A Wedding, and a Ser- 
mon !—Quadrille and St. Paul The laſt new Play, 
and primitive Chriſtianity ! f 

Ap. You know the Rule, Theron, which is given by 
the great MASTER of our Aſſemblies;“ Caſt not 


your Pearls before Sine. Some there are, ſo immerſed - 


in Senſuality, that they can reliſh nothing, but the 
coarſeſt Huſks of Converſation. To theſe, neither offer 
your Pearls, nor proſtitute your Intimacy. 

But, when Perſons of a liberal Education, and ele- 
vated Sentiments—when 7he/e meet together; why 
ſhould not their Diſcourſe be ſuitable to the Eminence 
of their Rank, and the Superiority of their Genius ? 
Raiſed, far above the Level of that trite and effeminate 
Strain—** Upon my Honour, the Actreſs topt her Part. 
« Heavens ! How charmingly ſhe ſung ! How grace- 
« fully ſhe trod the Stage !” 


B 4 Ther, 
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Ther. Indeed, my Appaſio, I am entirely in your Way 
of a. however J have hitherto put on the Maſk. 
The Gift of Speech, is one great Prerogative of our 
rational Nature. And 'tis Pity, that ſuch a ſuperior 
Faculty, ſhould be debaſed to the meaneſt Purpoſes. 

Suppoſe, all our ſtately Veſſels, which paſs and re- 

s the Ocean, were to carry out nothing but Tinſel, 
and theatrical Decorations ; were to import nothing but 
glittering Baubles, and nicely-fanſied Toys. Would 
ſuch a Method of Trading, be well-judged in itſelf, 
or beneficial in its Conſequences ? —Articulate Speech, 
is the Inſtrument of a much nobler Commerce; in- 
tended to tranſmit and diffuſe the Treaſures of the Mind, 
And will not the Practice be altogether as injudicious, 
muſt not the Iſſue be infinitely more detrimental, if this 
Vehicle of intellectual Wealth, is freighted only with 
pleaſing Fopperies ? | | 

Afp. Such Folly and Extravagance, would be hiſſed 
out of the commercial World, Why then are they ad- 
mitted and cheriſhed in the ſocial ? | 

Ther. Why indeed ? He muſt be far more acute than 
your Theron, who can aſſign a ſingle Reaſon to counte- 
nance them. To explode them, ten thouſand Argu- 


ments occur. —A continual Round of gay and trifling 


Converſation *, of Viſits quite modiſh, and Entertain- 
ments not moral, muſt give an indolent Turn to the 


Mind. Such as will enervate its Powers; and /ap the 


very Foundation of Virtue, —W hereas a frequent Con- 
ference on the Glories of the GODHEAD, or the 
Wonders of Creation, would inyigorate and ennoble the 
Soul. Would enlarge her Faculties, and elevate her 
Deſires. | , 

Aſp. Did not our Heart burn within us, ſaid the Tra- 
vellers at Emmaus, while HE talked with us by the 
| | | Way ? 


The Significancy and Importance of ſuch Converſation, was 
ſmartly repreſented by the Philoſopher. Who, being aſked, How 
he left the Company employed, made Anſwer; Some in milking the 
Ram, Other, in halling the Pail, | g 


— 
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Way * ? Thoſe Diſcourſes, tis true, were conducted 
with a Spirit, and enforced; with an Energy, - abſolutely 
unequalled. Yet the ſame happy Effects would, in ſome 
inferior Degree, reſult from our friendly Conferences, if 


they turned upon the ſame important Points. We alſo 


ſhould feel our Hearts, warmed with holy Zeal, and 
glowing with heavenly Love. 

Ther. Such Conferences would not only be produc- 
tive of preſent Advantage ; but yield a renewed Plea- 
ſure, in the Retroſpect. We might reflect, with real 
Complacency, on Hours 2 in ſo rational a Manner. 
And who would not prefer the ſilent Applauſe of the 
Heart, far, far before thoſe tumultuous Joys; which 
wanton Jeſts create, or the circling Glaſs inſpires? 

Aſp. One f, who thoroughly knew Mankind, and 
had tried the Merits of the jovial Board, very pertinently 
compares ſuch flaſhes of Mirth, to the Crackling of 
Thorns under à Pot F. The tranſient Blaze of the One, 
and the ſenſeleſs Noiſe of the Other, continue but for a 
Moment; and then expire, that in Smoke and Dark- 
neſs, this in Spleen and Melancholy. TR" 

I faid, Spleen and Melancholy.—For, however jaun- 


tee and alert the various Methods of modiſh u 


may ſeem, whatever Eaſe and Grace they are ſuppoſe 
to give the Converſation ; ſure I am, it will be afflictive, 
to /ook back upon Interviews, ſquandered away in very 


Vanity; and ſhocking to look forward upon the Ac- 
count, 


* Luke xxiv. 32, An ingenious Friend has favoured me with a 
Criticiſm on this Paſſage, as it ſtands in the former Editions. It is 
there, through Inadvertence, printed our Hrarts. By which Inaccu- 
racy, he obſerves, the delicate and inſtructive Spirit of the Text is 
loſt, The Pronoun ſhould be a Plural; and the Noun, in the ſiogu- 
lar Number; and the Clauſe ſhould run thus, Did wt our Heart 
bur ? To denote the Unanimity, and (if I may ſo ſpeak) the Ore. 
neſs of true Believers. Whoſe Sentiments and Affections are as har- 
monious, as if on- Heart ſubſiſted in both, in all their Breaſts. v xap. 
A nuw,— This is, undoubtedly, a curious and refined Remark ; whe. 
ther it be equally judicious and ſolid, I ſubmit to the Determination 
of the Reader. Whether He will allow it to expreſs, by the Varia. 
tion of a ſingle Sy llable, all that is implied in the Communion of 
Saints, ee "wy 

+ King Solomon, I Ecclef, vii. 6, 
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count, which We muſt all ſhortly render.—What Fi- 
gure will ſuch an Article make, in the final Reckoning, 
and at the deciſive Bar? « Our ſocial Hours, which 

« might have promoted our mutual Edification, and 

e been ſubſervient to our CREATOR's Glory, all 

tc loſt in Merriment and Whim ; or worſe than loſt, in 
c Flattery and Detraction. A Blank; or a Blot!” 

Ther. Venus, we find, has her zealous Knight-Errants, 
J and Bacchus his profeſſed Votaries, in almoſt every Com- 
. pany. Is it not ſhameful and deplorable, that the GOD 
bY . of Nature alone, has none to aſſert his Honour, none to 
14 celebrate his Perfections? Though He is the Original of 
_— all Beauty, and the Parent of all Good. 

When I have taken my Morning Walk, amidſt Dews 
and Flowers ; with the Sun ſhedding Luſtre round Him, 
and unveiling the happy Landſcape ; how has my Eye 
been charmed, with the lovely Proſpect! How has my 
Ear been raviſhed, with the Muſic of the Grove]! Me- 
thought, every Note was a Tribute of Harmony; and 
all Nature ſeemed one grand Chorus, ſwelling with the 
CREATOR's Praiſe. —But, how has the Scene been 
reverſed ; when, leaving my rural Elyſium, I entered the 
Haunts of Men ! Where I ſaw Faculties divine, meanly 
engaged in Trifles, Where I heard the Tongue, prompt 
to utter, and fluent to expreſs, every Thing but its 
MAKER's Glory. 

I affure you, I have often been chagrined on this Oc- 
caſion: and ſometimes ſaid within myſel.— What! 
« ſhall Trifles be regarded, and the MAJESTY of 
« Heaven neglected? Shall every Friend, ſhall every 
cc ViGant, receive his Share of Reſpect ? And no Ac- 
% knowledgments be paid to that incomprehenſibly glo- 
te rious BEING, who is worthy, more than worthy, of 
« all our Veneration ?” 

Aſp. T his will be ſtill more afflictive to an inge nu- 
ous Mind, if we conſider, That the infinite and eternal 
GOD is preſent at all our Interviews : vouchſafes to ex- 
preſs his Satisfaction, and acknowledge Himſelf mag- 
nified ; — with Admiration and Love, We talk of 

. 
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His tranſcendent Excellencies.—Nay : We are aſſured, 
that the Lox p of all Lords, not only hearkens, but 
keeps a Book of Remembrance; and will diſtinguiſh ſuch 
Perſons, at the Day of univerſal Retribution. When 
the looſe Train of licentious Talkers, are driven away 


as the deſpicable Chaf; theſe ſhall be ſelected for his 


eculiar Treaſure, and numbered among the Jewels of 
JEHOVAH *. | 

Ther. If the Gentlemen, who make high Pretenſions 
to Reaſon, think themſelves diſcharged from theſe Doc- 
trines of Revelation ; they ſhould not forget their own 
Scriptures. A Philoſopher will tell them the Duty of 
employing their Time, as in the awful Preſence, and 
under the immediate Inſpection, of the Supreme BE- 
IN G F.—An Orator will ſhew them the egregious Im- 
propriety, of waſting their friendly Interviews, in the 
Fumes of Drollery, or the Froth of Impertinence 4. 
Ap. Who then, that is wiſe, would not habituate 
Himſelf to a Practice; which comes recommended by 
the Voice of Reaſon, and is enforced by the Authority 
of God? A Practice, which will adminiſter preſent 
Good—will afford pleaſing Reviews, and terminate in 
everlaſting Honour! | | 


Ther. Tis ſtrange, that Subjects, which deſerve to 
be received, as the univerſal Topic, are almoſt univer- 
ſally baniſhed from our Diſcourſe. Was this Cabinet 
enriched, with a Series of antique Medals, or a Collec- 
tion of the fineſt Gems; my Friends would naturally ex- 


pect 


* Mal. iii. 16, 17. This is a Paſſage much to be obſerved. A 
moſt emphatical Recommendation of religious Diſcourſe ! Perhaps, 
the moſt emphatical, that ever was uſed; and the moſt endearing, that 
can poflibly be conceived. | 

+ Sic certe wivendum oft, tanquam in Conſpetu wivamn 5 fic. 
cogitandum, tanquam aliguis it Pettns intimum inſpicere pelt & poteſt: 
Quid enim profit ab Homine aliqnid eſſe ſecretum ? Nihil Deo clauſum ft. 
Intereſt Animis naſtrit, & Cogitationibus mediis intervenit. SENEC, 
Epiſt. 83. 

K Cicers ſays, with an Air of graceful Indignation; Qua vero 


clarorum Virorum aut tacitos Congreſs efſe oporteat, aut ludieros Sermonesy 
aut Rerum Collopnia leviorum. Academ, Quzſt, Lib. IV, 
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pect to be entertained, with a Sight of thoſe Rarities, 
and an Explanation of their Meaning. Why ſhould we 
not as naturally expect, and as conſtantly agree, to en- 
tertain each other with Remarks on thoſe admirable Cu- 
rioſities, which are depoſited in the boundleſs Muſeum of 
of the Univerſe ? 

When a General has won ſome i important Victory, or 
an Admiral has deſtroyed the Enemy's Fleet ; every 
Company reſounds with their Achievements ; every 
Tongue is the Trumpet of their Fame. And why 
ſhould We not celebrate, with equal Delight and Ar- 
dour, that AL. MIGHTY Hand; which formed the 
Structure, and furniſhed the Regions of this ſtupendous 
Syſtem ? 

"Ab. Eſpecially, if to his immen/ely glorious, We add, 
his ſupremely "amiable Perfections. When the victorious 
Commander is our moſt cordial Friend: when He has 
profeſſed the tendereſt Love; done Us the moſt ſignal 
Good ; and promiſed Us a perpetual Enjoyment of his 
Favours; it will be impoſſible to neglect ſuch an illuſ- 
trious and generous Perſon. His Name muſt be en- 
graven upon our Hearts; muſt ſlide inſenſibly into our 
Tongues; and be as Muſic to our Ears. 

Is not all this true, and in the moſt ſupereminent De- 
2 with regard to the ble ſſed GOD ?—Can greater 

inaneſs be exerciſed, or greater Love be conceived ; 
than to deliver up his own SON to Torments and 
Death, for the Expiation of our Sins ?—Can Benefits, 
more deſirable, be granted ; than to adopt Us for his 
Children, and ſanctify Us by his SPIRIT ?—Can 
Promiſes, more invaluable, be made ; than thoſe, which 
inſure to Us the Preferments of Heaven, and the Riches 
of Eternity ? 

All this is atteſted, concerning the Almighty MA- 
JESTY, in the Scriptures of Truth, What a Fund, 

there- 


* Muſexm —Alluding to a . Edifice in the City of Ox. 
ard, diſtinguiſned by this Name; and appropriated to the 1 
of a both natural and artificial. a 12 
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therefore, for pleaſing and delicate Converſation, are tbe 
Scriptures ! | | 

Ther. Here alſo I have the Pleaſure of concurring 
with my Aſpaſio. Though I believe, He ſuſpects me to 
be ſomewhat wavering or defective, in my Veneration 
for the Seriptures. | | 

Aſp. No, Theron : I have a better Opinion of your 
Taſte and Diſcernment, than to harbour any ſuch Suſ- 

icion. | | 

Ther, The Scriptures are certainly an inexhauſtible 
Fund of Materials, for the moſt delightful and enno- 
bling Diſcourſe. When we conſider the Author of thoſe 
facred Books—that they came originally from Heaven— 
were dictated by divine Wiſdom have the fame conſum- 
mate Excellency, as the moſt finiſhed Works of Creation 
At is really ſurpriſing, that We are not always ſearch- 
ing, by Study, by Meditation, or Converſe, into one or 
other of thoſe grand Volumes. e 

Afp. When Secker preaches, or Murray pleads ; the 
Church is crouded, and the Bar thronged. When 
Spence produces the Refinements of Criticiſm, or Zo 
diſplays the Graces of Poetry ; the Preſs toils, yet 1s 
ſcarce able to ſupply the Demands of the Public.—Are 
We eager to hear, and impatient to purchaſe, what pro- 
ceeds from ſuch eloquent Tongues, and maſterly Pens? 
And can We be coldly indifferent, when—not = & moſt 
accompliſhed of Mankind—not the moſt exalted of Crea- 
tures—but the adorable AUTHOR of all Wiſdom, 
ſpeaks in his revealed Word ? Strange ! that our At- 
tention does not hang * upon the venerable Accents, 
and our Talk dtvel] upon the incomparable Truths 

Ther. I admire, I muſt confeſs, the very Language of 
the Bible, In this, methinks, I difcern a Conformity, 
between the Book of Nature, and the Book of Scripture. 

| In 

St. Lake, in his,evangelical Hiſtory, uſes this beautiful Image, 
sEergeuallo, The People hung upmn the Lips of their all- iſe 
TEACHER, Luke xix. 48. Which implics two very ſtrong Ideas 
an Attention, that nothing could interrupt-—and an Eagerneys, ſcarce 


ever to be ſatisfied. 
Pendetgue L:quentis 4 Ore. Vize. 
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In the Book of Nature, the Divine TEACHER 
ſpeaks not barely to our Ears, but to all our Senſes. And 
it is very remarkable, how He varies his Addreſs !— 
Obſerve. his grander Works. In theſe, He uſes the 
Style of Majeſty. We may call it, the true Sublime. It 
ſtrikes with Awe, ard tranſports the Mind.—View his 
ordinary Operations. —Here, He deſcends to 2 plainer 
Dialect. This may be termed, the familiar Style. We 
comprehend it with Eaſe, and attend to it with Plea- 
fure.-In the more ornamented Parts of the Creation, 
He clothes his Meaning with Elegance. All is rich and 
brilliant. We are delighted; we are charmed. And 
what is this, but the florid Style? 

A Variety, ſomewhat fimilar, runs through the Scrip- 

tures,—Would You fee Hiſtory, in all her Simplicity, 

and all her Force ; moſt beautifully eaſy, yet irreſiſtibly 
ſtriking ? See Her, or rather f-el her Energy, touching 
the niceſt Movements of the Soul, and triumphing over 
our Paſſions, in the inimitable Narrative of Joſeph's 
Life.—The Repreſentation of Eſau's bitter Diſtreſs * 
the Converſation-pieces of Jonathan, and his galant 
Friend ; the memorable Journal of the Diſciples go- 
„ ing to Emmaus. ; are finiſhed Models of the Impaſſioned 
1 and Affecting Here is nothing ſtudied; no Flights of 
| Fancy; no Embelliſhments of Oratory. Yet, how in- 
ferior is the Epiſode of Niſus and Eurialus, though 
worked up by the moſt maſterly Hand in the World, 
to the undiſſembled artleſs Fervency of theſe ſcriptural 
Sketches | ! 

Are We pleaſed with the Elevation and Dignity of an 
* Fan: or the Tenderneſs and Perplexity of a 

Dramatic 

Gen. xxvii. 30, G c. + 1 Sam. xviil, xix, xx. 
} Luke xxiv. 13, Cc. 

Let a Perſon of true Taſte, peruſe, in a critical View, the two 
firſt Chapters of St. Late. He will there find a Series of the moſt 
ſurpriſing Incidents, related with the greateſt Simplicity, yet with the 
utmoſt Majeffy.— All which, extremely affecting in themſelves, are 
heightened — illuminated, by a judicious Intermixture of the ſublimeſt 
Pieces of Poetry. For my own Part, I know not how to charac. 
terize them more properly, than by Solomon's elegant Compariſon., 


Aer are as gold Rings ſet with the Beryl, or as bright * overlaid 
ewith Sapphir.s, Cantic. v. 14. 
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Dramatic Performance? In the Book of Feb, they are 
both united, and both unequal.—Conformably to the 
exacteſt Rules of Art, as the Action advances, the In- 
cidents are more alarming, and the Images more mag- 
nificent. The Language glows, and the Pathos ſwells 
Till, at laſt, the DEIT Y Himſelf makes his En- 
trance, He ſpeaks from the Whirlwind, and ſummons 
the Creation : ſummons Heaven, and all its ſhining 
Hoſt ; the Elements, and their moſt wonderful Produc- 
tions; to vouch for the Wiſdom of his providential Diſ- 
penſations.— His Word ſtrikes Terror, and flaſhes Con- 
viction: decides the momentous Controverſy, and cloſes 
the auguſt Drama, with all poſſible Propriety, Solem- 
nity, and Grandeur. 

If We ſometimes chooſe a plaintive Strain; ſuch as 
ſoftens the Mind, and induces an agreeable Melancholy : 
are any of the antient Tragedies ſuperior, in the Elo- 
quence of Mourning, to David's pathetic Elegy on his 
beloved Jonathan; to his moſt paſſionate and inconſol- 
able Moan , over the lovely but unhappy Ab/alom ; or 

| | to 


* 1 Sam. i. 19, Ce. 


+ 2 Sam. xviii. 33. The Kinggvas vehemently affected (119) and 
went up to the Chamber, and _ and as He went, He ſaid; O my 
Son Abſalom ! my Son, my Son Abſalom , Would GOD I had died for 
Thee, O Abſalom, my Son, my Son {/—Such a Picture, and fo much 
Pathos; ſo artleſs both, and both ſo exquiſite ; I muſt acknowledge, 
I never met with, among all the Repreſentations of Dignity in Dif. 
treſs.— The King's Troops had gained a ſignal Victory. His Crown 
and his Life were reſcued from the moſt imminent Danger. Yet all 
the Honours and all the Joys of this ſucceſsful Day, were ſwallowed 
up and loſt in the News of Ab/alom's Death.-—The News of Aa- 
lom's Death ſtruck, like a Dagger, the afflicted Father. He ſtarts 
from his Seat, He haſteps into Retirement, there to pour out his 
Soul in cspious Lamentation. But his Anguiſh is too impetuous, to 
bear a 1 Reſtraint. He burſts immediately into a Flood of 
Tears; and cries, as He departs, O Abſalom, &c. 

What ſays Mezentius, when his Son is ſlain ? When, to ſharpen his 
Sorrow, the pale Corpſe, the miſerable SpeRacle, is before his Eyes, 
and within his Arms? The moſt pathetic Word He utters, is 


Hen ! nunc miſero mihi demum 
Exilium inf@lix, nunc alt? Vuluus adactum. 


4 How 
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to that melodious Woe, which warbles and bleeds in 
every Line of Jeremiah's Lamentations ? + 
Would we be entertained with the daring: Sublimity 
of Homer, or the correct Majeſty of Virgil ? With the 
expreſſive Delicacy of Horace, or the rapid Excurſions 
of Pindar ? "Behold them joined, behold them excelled, 
in the Odes of Moſes, and the euchariſtic Hymn of De- 
borah; in the exalred Devotion of the Pſalms, and the 
5 Enthuſiaſm of the Prophets. 
Only with this Difference, that the former are 
tune 2 Triflers *, and amuſe the Fancy with empty Fic- 
tion: the latter are Teachers ſent from GOD, and 
make the Soul wiſe unto Salvation. —The Bible, is not 
only the brighteſt Ornament, but the moſt inyaluable 
Depoſitum. Ona right, a practical Knowledge of theſe 
lively Oracles, depends the preſent Comfort, and the 
endleſs Felicity of Mankind. Whatever, therefore, in 
Study or Converſation, has no Connection with their di- 
vine Contents; may be reckoned among the Toys of Li- 
terature ; or the Cyphers of Diſcourſe. 
Der. Here again the Book of Scripture is ſomewhat. 
like the Magazine of Nature. What can We deſire, 
for our Accommodation ani Delight, which this Store- 
houſe of Conveniences does not afford? What can We 
wiſh, for our Edification and Improvement, which that 
Fund of Knowledge does not ſupply ? Of theſe We 
may truly affirm, each, in its re ſpective Kind, is profitable 
wnto all Things. 
Are We Admirers of Antiquity Here, We are led 
back, beyond the univerſal Deluge, and far beyond the 
Date of any other Annals. We are introduced among 
the earlieſt Inhabitants of the Earth. We take a View 
of Mankind, in their undiſguiſed primitive Plainneſs; 
when the Days of their Life were but little ſhort of a 
theuſand 


How languid i is V irgil ? How inexprefſive the Prince of Latin Po. 
etry ! compared with the royal Mourner in Ine! Moſt evident, 
from this and many other Inſtances, is the Superiority of the Scrip- 
my in copying Nature, and painting the Paſſions, 
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thouſarid Tears. — We are brought acquainted with the 
Original of Nations ; with the Creation of the World; 
and with the Birth of Time itſelf. | 

Are we delighted with vaſt Achievements? Where is 
any Thing comparable to the Miracles in Egypt, and the 
Wonders in the Field of Zoan? To the Memoirs of 
the Maelites, paſſing through the Depths of the Sea; ſo- 
journing amidſt the inhoſpitable Deſarts; and conquer- 
ing the Kingdom of Canaan ?—Where ſhall we meet 
with Inſtances of martial Bravery, equal to the prodigious 
Exploits of the Judges; or the adventurous Deeds of 
Jeſſe's valiant Son, and his matchleſs Band of Worthbies * ? 
— Here, We behold the fundamental Laws of the Uni- 
verſe, ſometimes ſuſpended, ſometimes reverſed ; and 
not only the Current of Jordan, but the Courſe of Na- 
ture controuled. In ſhort ; when We enter the Field of 
Scripture, We tread—on . enchanted, ſhall I fay ? rather 
—on conſecrated Ground. Where Aſtoniſhment and 
Awe are awakened, at every Turn. Where is all, more 
than all, the Marvellous of Romance ; connected with 
all the Preciſion and Sanctity of Truth. 

If We want Maxims of Wiſdom, or have a [Taſte for 
the Laconic Style; how copiouſly may our Wants be ſup- 
plied, and how delicately our Taſte gratified ! Eſpecially 
in the Book of Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and ſome of the 
minor Prophets.—Here, are the moſt ſage Leſſons of 
Inſtruction ; adapted to every Circumſtance of Life; 
formed upon the Experience of all preceding Ages; and 

rfected by the unerring SPIRIT of Inſpiration.— 

heſe delivered, with ſuch remarkable Conciſeneſs; that 
One might venture to ſay, every Word is a Sentence ; 


* See 2 Sam. xxiii. 8, fc. 1 Chron, xi. 10, Oc. 
+ 


Heroum Fabula weris 
Vincitur Hiſtoriis. 

+ What Cicero ſaid of Thucidides, is more eminently true, con- 
cerning our royal Moralift, and his rich Collection of Ethics; con- 
cerning our evangelical Hiſtorians, and their copious” Variety of 
Facts. Em adeo eſſe Rebus plenum refertumgne, ut prope Verborum Nu- 
merum Numero Rerum equet, N 
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at leaſt, every Sentence may be called an Apothegm; 
ſparkling with Brightneſs of Thought, or weighty with 
Solidity of Senſe. The Whole, like a Profuſion of 
Pearls each containing, in a very ſmall Compaſs, a 
Value almoft immenſe—a// heaped up (as an ingenious 
Critic ſpeaks) with a confuſed Magnificence, above the 
little Niceties of Order. | 
If We look for the Strength of Reaſoning, and the 
Warmth of Exhortation : the in/ſinuating Arts of genteel 
Addreſs, or the manly Boldneſs of impartial Reprod : 
al} the Thunder of the -Orator, without any of his 
Oſtentation; all the Politeneſs of the Courtier, without 
any of his Flattery :—let Us have Recourſe to the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, and to the Epiſtles of St. Paul“. 
Theſe are a Specimen, or rather theſe are the Standard of 
them all. Ee > 
I do not wonder, therefore, that a Tafte ſo refined, 
and a Judgment fo correct as Milton's, ſhould diſcern 
higher Attractives in the Volume of Inſpiration, than in 
the moſt celebrated Authors of Greece and' Rome. 


Let not the more 

Ceaſe I to wander, where the Muſes haunt 
Clear Spring, or ſhady Grove, or ſunny Hill, 
Smit with the Love of ſacred Song: but carte 


Another very remarkable Inſtance of Propriety in St. Paul's 
Writings, is, That though 4ifu/e in the doctrinal, they are conciſe in 
the preceptive Parts. On the former, it was abſolutely neceflary to 
enlarge. On the latter, it is. always judicious to be ſhort, The 


celebrated Rule of Horace, 
Quicquid precipies, eſto brevis, 


was never more exactly obſerved, nor more finely exemplified, than by 
our Apoſtolic Author. See that noble String of Precepts; 1 Th. v. 
16, 17, Sc. — See another choice Collection of the ſame Kind, Rom. 
xii. 9, 10, Sc. In which the Energy of the Diction is no leſs ad- 
mirable than the Cenciſeneſs of the Sentence. AmTorvyurlng—xonMaupr 
O οοννμ tolle pονοννHονÜr -O. oro gare ſome of the moſt 
wigorons Words, that Language can furniſh ; and form the moſt ani. 
mated Meaning, that Imagination can conceive. 


Thee 


* 
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IJ pee Sion, and the flow'ry Banks beneath, 
That waſh thy hallowed Feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I viſit“. 


Aſp. Another Recommendation of the Scriptures, is, 
That they afford the moſt awful and moſt amiable Manis 
feſtations of the GODHEAD. His Glory ſhines, and 
his Goodneſs ſmiles, in thoſe divine Pages, with unpa- 
ralleled Luſtre. —Here, we have a ſatisfactory Explana- 
tion of our own State, The Origin of Evil is traced g 
the Cauſe of all our Miſery diſcovered ; and the Re- 
medy, the infallible Remedy, both clearly ſhewn; and 
freely offered. The Merits of the bleeding FE SUS, lay 
a firm Foundation for all our Hopes : while Gratitude 
for his dying Love ſuggeſts the moſt winning Incitement 
to every Duty. —Morality, Theron, your (and let me add, 
my) admired Morality, is delineated in all its Branches. 
Is placed upon its proper Baſis, and raiſed to its higheſt 


Elevation. The SPIRIT of GOD is promiſed, to 


enlighten the Darkneſs of our Underſtandings, and 
ſtrengthen the Imbecility of our Wills. What an ample 
Can you indulge me, on this favourite Topic? 

Ther. It is, I aſſure you, equally pleaſing to myſelf. 
Vour Enlargements, therefore, need no Apology. 

Aſp. What ample Proviſion is made, by theſe bleſſed 
Books, for all our ſpiritual Wants! And, in this Reſpect, 
how indiſputable is their Superiority to all other Com- 
poſitions ! 

Is any One convinced of Guilt, as provoking Heaven, 
and ruining the Soul ?—Let Him aſk Reaſon, to point 
out a Means of Reconciliation, and a Refuge of Safety f. 

Reaſon 


That is, © He ſtill was pleaſed to ſtudy the Beauties of the anti. 

« ent Poets; but his higheſt Delight was in the Songs of Sir, in the 
c holy Scriptures, and in theſe He meditated Day and Night.” | 
See Dr. Newton's Eg. 

+ 'The Sentiment, ſays an anonymous Writer, ſhould have been 


thus worded ; Let the guilty Perſon aſk his Pride.“ It might have 


been obſerved by this Writer, That the Words expreſs the fainteſt 


Degree of Hope; rather than a real Perſuaſion; a Thing ardently 


wiſhed, rather than truly believed ;—by/itater—may—perhaps. i 
g CS — 


* 


30 DIALOGUE 1. 


Reaſon heſitates, as She replies; © The DEIT Y may, 
ce perhaps, accept our Supplications, and grant Forgive- 
ce neſs.” - But the Scriptures leave Us not to the ſad Un- 
certainty of Conjecture. They ſpeak the Language of 
clear Aſſurance, GOD bas ſet forth a Propitiation * : 
He aoes forgive our Iniquities f: He will remember 
our Sins no more . 
Are We aſſaulted by Temptation, or averſe to Duty ? 
— Philoſophy may attempt to parry the Thruſt, or to ſtir 
up the reluctant Mind; by diſcloſing the Deformity of 
Vice, and urging the 1 of Things. Feeble Ex- 
pedients! Tuſt as well calculated, to accompliſh the 
Ends propoſed ; as the flimſy Fortification of a Cobweb, 
to defend Us from the Ball of a Cannon, or, as the 
— Vibrations of a Lady's Fan, to make a Wind- 
ound Navy ſail.— The Bible recommends no ſuch in- 
competent Succours. My Grace, ſays its Almighty 
AUTHOR, is ſufficient for Thee |. —Sin ſhall not have 
Dominion over You F. — The great JEHOVAH, in 
whom is everlaſting Strength, He worketh in Us, both to 
will, and to do, of his good Pleaſure |. Oe” 
Should We be viſited with Sickneſs, or overtaken by 
any Calamity, the Conſolation which Plato offers, is; 
That ſuch Diſpenſations coincide with the univerſal Plan 
of Divine Government, Virgil will tell Us, for our 
Relief; That afflictive Viſitants are, more or leſs, the 
unavoidable Lot of all Men. Another Moraliſt whiſpers 


However, I am willing to acknowledge ſome Force and Propriety 
in the Remark. It is not Reaſon, but Pride under the Maſk of 
Reaſon, which dictates every ſuch Notion. Reaſon, unbiaſed and 
impartial, would pronounce the Condition of finful Man irremediable. 
That G OD, being infinitely holy, muſt abhor the polluted, and being 
infinitely juſt, would in no wiſe ſpare the guilty Creature.— It is the 

_ Goſpel, the Goſpel alone, which opens the Door of Hope. Opens 
it, from a moſt unexpected Quarter, the Redemption that is in 
CHRIST JESUS; and on poor forlorn Wretches, who /at in Dark. 
neſs, and the Shadow of Death, Having no Gleam of Conſolation, 
from all that their own Wiſdom could deviſe, or. their own Ability 
perform, | | 

Rom. iii. 25. + Pfal. ciii, 3. f Heb, viii. 12, || 2 Cor, xii. . 

Rom. vi. 14. + Phil, ii. 13; $5 


in 
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in the dejected Sufferer's Ear, © Impatience adds to the 
« Load: whereas, a calm Submiſſion renders it more 
ce ſupportable. Does the Word of Revelation diſ- 
penſe ſuch ſpiritle/s and fugitive Cordials? No: Thoſe 
ſacred Pages inform Us, That Tribulations are fatherly 
Chaſtiſements; Tokens of our MAK ER's Love, and 
Fruits of his Care. That they are intended to work in 
Us, the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs; and to work 
out for Us, an eternal Weight of Glory “. 

Should We, under the Summons of Death, have Re- 
courſe to the moſt celebrated Comforters in the Heathen 
World; they would increaſe our Apprehenſions, rather 
than mitigate our Dread. Death is repreſented, by the 
great Maſter of their Schools; as © The moſt formidable 
« of all Evils.” They were not able poſitively to deter- 
mine, whether the Soul ſurvived; and never ſo much as 
dreamt of the Reſurrection of the Body.—Whereas, 
the Book of GOD ftrips the Monſter of his Horrors, 
or turns Him into a Meſſenger of Peace ; gives Him 
an Angel's Face, and a Deliverer's Hand. Aſcertaining 
to the Souls of the Righteous, an immediate Tranſlation 
into the Regions of Bliſs; and inſuring to their Bodies, 
a 2 advantageous Revival, at the Reſtoration of all 
Things. 

- Invaluable Book ! It heals the Maladies of Life, and 
ſubdues the Fear of Death. It ſtrikes a lightſome Viſta, 
through the Gloom of the Grave; and opens a charming, 
a glorious Proſpect of Immortality in the Heavens. 


* 2 Cor, iv. 17. What are al! the conſolatory Expedients, pre- 
ſcribed in all the Volumes of Heathen Morality, compared with this 
ane Recipe of Revelation? They are, in Point of chearing Efficacy, 
ſomewhat like the Froth on the Conflux of a thouſand Streams, com- 
ous with a ſingle Draught of Homer's Nepenthe, Which, He tells 
s, was | | 
Temper'd with Drugs of ſow' reign Uſe ra 
The boiling Boſom of pe 9 r 
Ta clear the cloudy Front of wrinkled Care, 

And dry the tearful Sluices of Deſpair, 
Charm'd with that virtuous Draught, th* exalted Mind 
All Senſe of Wie delivers ta the Wind, 


C 3 Theſe, 
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Theſe, with many other Excellencies peculiar to the 
Scriptures, One would imagine more than ſufficient, to 
engage every ſenſible Heart in their Favour ; and intro- 
duce them, with the higheſt Eſteem, into every im- 
proved Converſation.— They had ſuch an Effect upon 
the inen Genius, and moft accompliſbed * Perſon, that 
former or latter Ages can boaſt. Inſomuch, that He 
made, while living, this public Declaration ; and left it, 
when He died, upon everlaſting Record—How feweet are 
thy Words unto my Tate! Tia, ſweeter than Hongy unto 
ay Mouth .— 0 ! how ] love thy Law ! It is my Medi- 
tation all the Day F.— Mine Eyes prevent the Night walches, 
that I may be occupied in thy Precepts ; and I will ſpeak of 
thy Teſtimonies even before Kings .—If David taſted fo 
much Sweetneſs in a /mall, and that the leaſt valuable, 
Part of the divine Word ; how much richer is the Feaſt 
to us ! Since the Goſpel is added to the Law, and the 
Canon of Scripture completed] Since (to borrow the 
Words of a Prophet) the LORD GOD bas, now 


* If we conſider Dawid, in the great Variety of his fine Qualifi- 
cations The Ornaments of his Perſon, and the far more illuſtrious 
Endowments of his Mind The N Revolutions in his For- 
tune; ſometimes, reduced to the loweſt Ebb of Adverſity; ſometimes, 
riding upon the higheſt Tide of Proſperity His ſingular Dexterity, 
in extricating Himſelf from all Difficulties ; and peculiar Felicity, in 
accommodating Himſelf to all Circumſtances— The Prizes He won, as 
a youthful Champion; and the Victories He gained, as an expe- 
nienced General—His maſterly Hand * the Harp, and his inimi- 
table Talent for Poetry The admirable Regulations of his royal 
Government, and the incomparable Uſefulneſs of his public Writings 
— The Depth of his Repentance, and the Height of his Devotion 
The Vigour of his Faith in the Divine Promiſes, and the Ardour 
of his Love to the Divine MAJEST Y—If We conſider theſe, 
with ſeveral other Marks of Honour and Grace, which ennoble the 
Hiſtory of his Life; We ſhall fee ſuch an Afmblage of ſhining 

ualities, as perhaps were never united in any other merely human 
Character. | 

This Obſervation was expunged. Bot, upon maturer Thoughts, 
it is offered to the Public. In order to convince a polite Reader, 
That the Love of the Scriptures, and the Exerciſe of Devation, are 
by no Means the low Pecultarities of a wa/gar Mind. 


} Pal, cxix, 103, | Pal, exix. 97. || Fial; cxix. 46. 
” ſealed 
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ſealed up the Sum; has put the laſt Hand to his Work; 
and rendered it full of Wiſdom, and perfect in Beauty *. 


Ther. Another remarkable Peculiarity of the ſacred 
Writings, juſt occurs to my Mind. — The Method, of 
communicating Advice, or adminiſtering Reproof, by 
Parables. A Method which levels itſelf to the loweſt 
Apprehenſion, without giving Offence to the moſt ſu- 
percilious Temper. Yet, is as much ſuperior, to plain 
unornamented Precept; as the enlivened Scenes of a 
well- wrought Tragedy, are more impreſſive and affect- 
ing, than a ſimple Narration of the Plot. 2 

Our LORD was aſked, by a Student of the Jewiſb 
Law, Who is my Neighbour ? Which implied another 
Queſtion, How is be to be loved *—The Enquirer was 
conceited of Himſelf ; yet, ignorant of the Truth, and 
deficient in his Duty. Had the wiſe INSTRUCTOR 
of Mankind abruptly declared, You neither know the 


former, nor fulfil the latter. Probably, the Queriſt would 


have reddened with Indignation, and departed in a Rage. 
— Therefore, to teach, and not diſguſt; to convince the 
Man of his Error, and not exgſperate his Mind; the 
bleſſed FESUS frames a Reply, as amiable in the Man- 
ner, as it was pertinent to the Purpoſe. 

A certain Few, going down from Feruſalem to Jericho, 
fell among Thieves f. They rifle Him of his Money; 
ſtrip Him of his Clothes ; ' wound Him with great Bar- 
barity ; then leave Him, expiring on the Road. —Soon 
after this diſaſtrous Accident, a Traveller appears, and 
advances that Way. A Sight, inexpreſſibly welcome to 
this afflicted Creature. What renders it more likely, 
that He ſhall receive Relief, this Traveller is one of the 


ſacred Order. One who taught others the lovely Leſſons 


of Humanity and Charity ; and was, therefore, under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligations, to exemplify them in his own 
Practice. He juſt glances an Eye upon the deplorable 
Object; ſees Him ſtretched on the Ground, and wel- 


* Ezek. xxviii. 12. + Luke x. 30, c. 
„n | tering 
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tering in his Blood. But takes no farther Notice. Nay, 
to avoid the Trouble of an Enquiry, turns out of the 
Road, and paſſes by on the other Side. —Scarce was He 
departed, when a Levite approaches. This Man comes 
nearer, and looks on the miſerable Spectacle. He takes a 
leiſurely and attentive Survey of the Caſe “. Though 
every Gaſh, and every Groan, plead for Compaſſion; 
this Miniſter of the Sanctuary obſerves all, with the cold- 
eſt Indifference. He neither moves a Hand to help Him; 
nor ſpeaks a Word to comfort Him ; but Jeaves the 
poor, naked, mangled Wretch to periſh in his Cala- 
mity. —Laſt comes a Samaritan ; one of the N 

: | ation : 


* This feems to be the Import of b x; 10% Luke x. 32. This 
' diverfifies the Conduct of the two unnatural Paſſengers, and heig hters 
the Deſcription of Jewwyb Inhumanity. 
+ If this was a Parable, we cannot but admire the Accuracy of 
our LORD, both in lying the Scene, and ſelectiug the Circumſtances, 
It is the Maxim of a great Critic, 


Fita Voluptatis Caysd fint proxima verit, 


And how very apparent is the Air of Pmöbability, in this ſacred Apo- 
logue!—The Way from Feruſalem to Fericho, lying through a Deſart, 
was much infeſted by Thieves, and too commodious ſor their Purpoſes 
of Violence. What could be more likely to happen, than the Paſſage 
of a Prieft and Levite along that Road? Since Jericho was a City, ap- 

ropriated to the Levitical Order; and contained no leſs than twelve 

thoufand Attendants, on the Service of the Temple, 

How judiciouſly is the principal Figure circumſtanced Had the 
Calamity befallen a Samaritan, it would have made but feeble Impreſ- 
ſions of Pity ; and thoſe, perhaps, immediately effaced by ſtronger 
Emotions of Hatred. But, when it was a 7exv, that lay bleeding to 
death; the Repreſentggggn was ſure to intereſt the Hearer in the 
Diſtreſs, and awaken Ptender Concern. —Hzd the Relief been admi- 
niftered by a Few, the Benevolence would have ſhone, but in a much 

fainter Light. Whereas, when it came from the Hands of a Sama. 

ritan, whom all the Fews had agreed to execrate, and rank with the 
very Fiends of Hell, how bright was the Luſtre of ſuch Charity! 

It was moſt charmingly, and indeed irreſiſtibly bright, ſince it 
compelled a Jewwyh Lawyer, to acknowledge the ſuperior Excellence 
of a deſpiſed and hated Samaritan. Nay, it compelled Him to ac- 
knowledge the Superiority of this hated Samaritan, not only to his 
Countrymen in general, but to thoſe who bore the moſt venerable 
Character, and diſcharged the moſt ſacred Office. 

Let the Reader conſider the Temper expreſſed in that rancorous Re. 
baden: Thus en a Samariian, and bet 4 Dewi John vii. 48:— 

| t 
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Nation : whom the Jew hated with the moſt implacable 
Malignity. Though the Levite had neglected a bleeding 
Brother: though the Prieſt had with-held his Pity, from 
one of the LOR D's peculiar People: the very Moment 
this Samaritan ſees the unhappy Sufferer, He melts into 
Commiſeration. He forgets the imbittered Foe, and con- 
ſiders only the diſtreſſed Fellow- Creature. He ſprings 
from his Horſe, and reſolves to intermit his Journey. 
The Oil and Wine, intended for his own Refreſhment, 
He freely converts into healing Unguents. He binds 
up the Wounds ; ſets the diſabled Stranger upon his own 
Beaſt; and with all the Aſſiduity of a Servant, with 
all the Tenderneſs of a Brother, conducts Him to an 
Inn.—There He does all that can be contrived “, to 
ſoothe his preſent Sorrows, and to provide againſt his fu- 
ture Wants. He Jays down, for his immediate Uſe, 
what Money He can ſpare ; charges the Hoſt to omit 
nothing, that may promote the Recovery or Comfort of 
his Gueſt ; and promiſes, to defray the whole Expence of 
his Lodging, his Maintenance, and his Cure. 

What a lively Picture this, of the moſt diſinteręſted and 
active Benevolence! A Benevolence, which excludes 
no Perſons, not even Strangers or Enemies, from its 
tender Regards. Which diſdains no Condeſcenſion, 
grudges no Coſt, in its Labours of Love. Could any 
Method of Conviction have been more forcible, and at 
the ſame Time more pleaſing, than the Interrogatory, 
propoſed by our LORD, and deduced from the Story? 


Let Him compare that inveterate Malevolence, with the benign and 
compaſſionate Spirit of our amiable Traveller. — Then, let Him ſay ; 
Whether He ever beheld a finer or a bolder Contraſt ? Whether, upon 
the Whole, He ever ſaw the Ordounance of deſcriptive Painting, more 
juſtly deſigned, or more happily executed ? 

I would beg Leave to obſerve farther, that the virulent Animoſity 
of the Je diſcovers itſelf, even in the Lawyer's Reply; He that 
ſhewved Mercy on Him, He will not ſo much as name the Samaritan, 
Eſpecially in a Caſe, where He could not be named, without an ho. 
nourable Diſtinction.— So ſtrongly marked, and ſo exactly preſerved, 
are the x un, the Manners or diſtinguiſhing Qualities of each Per- 
fon, in the ſacred Narrations ! 


* ETwianbn au. 
6 Which 
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Which now ef theſe Three, thinkeſt Thou, was Neighbour 
unto Him, that fell among the Thieves *—Or, can there 
be an Advice, more ſuitable to the Occaſion ; more im- 
portant in its Nature ; and expreſſed with a more ſenten- 
tious Energy, than Go Thou, and do likewiſe ?—In this 
Caſe, the Learner Inſtructs, the Delinquent Condemns *, 
Himſelf. Bigotry hears away its Prejudice ; and Pride 
(when the Moral fo ſweetly, ſo imperceptibly inſinuates) 
even Pride itſelf lends a willing Ear to Admonition. 

Aſp. This Eloquence of Similitudes, is at once affect- 
ing to the Wiſe, and Intelligible to the Ignorant. —It 
fpews f, rather than relates, the Point to be illuſtrated ; 
and often makes, as in the fine Inſtance You have ſe- 
lected, the Feelings of the Heart overcome the Preju- 
dices of the Underſtanding.—It has always been ad- 
mired, by the beſt Judges of human Nature, and polite 
Literature. But, never was carried to its higheſt Per- 
ſection, till our LORD ſpoke the Parable of the Pro- 
digal F.—Which has a Beauty, that no Paraphraſe can 
heighten : a Perſpicuity, that renders all Interpretation 
needleſs : and a Force, which every Reader, not totally 
inſenfible, muſt feel F. 

Ther. The Condeſcenfion and Goodneſs of GOD 
are, every where, conſpicuous.—In the Productions of 
the Bough, He conveys to Us the moſt valuable Fruits, 
by the Intervention of the lovelieſt Bloſſoms. Though 
the Preſent is, in itſelf, extremely acceptable; He has 
given it an additional Endearment, by the Beauties which 
array it, or the Perfumes which ſurround it. In the 
Pages of Revelation, He has communicated to Us the 
Truths of Heaven, adorned with all the Graces of 
Compoſition. Such as may poliſh the Man of Genius, 

* 2 Sam. xii. 5. | 

+ Diſcentem, ſays Seneca upon the Subject, & andientem in rem pre- 


fentem adducunt. Epiſt. lix. 
t Luke xv. 11, Oe. | 

$ If the Reader ſhould be diſſatisfied with this Method of extolling 
the Parable-in general, without /pecifjing its particular Beauties; He 
may find ſomething of the latter Kind attempted, in Contemplations os 


the Starry Heavens. 
| and 
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and improve the Man of Worth. Such as gratify and 
captivate our Imagination, even while they cultivate and 
refine our Morals.—So that they really are, as one of 
their divine Authors very elegantly ſpeaks ; Like Apples 
of Gold in Pictures of Silver “. 

Ap. Who then would not gladly receive that gracious 
Exhortation ? Let the Word of CHRIST dwell in You 
richly f. Who would not willingly obey that benign 
Command? Thou ſhalt talk f it, when thou fitteſt in 
thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the Way; when thou 
lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up . Since, in this Caſe, 
Duty is evidently inlaid with Delight. 

When I conſider the Language of the Scriptures, and 
ſometimes experience their Energy on my Soul ; I am 
inclined to ſay—< Other Writings, though poliſhed with 
ce the niceſt Touches of Art, only tinkle on the Ear, or 
« affect Us like the Shepherd's Reed. But theſe, even 
te amidſt all their Simplicity and Negligence, trie 
« alarm—tranſport Us ſomewhat like the Voice of 
« Thunder, or the Archangel's Trumpet.” 

When I conſider the Contents of the Scriptures ; and 
believe myſelf intereſted in the Promiſes they exhibir, 
and the Privileges they confer; I am induced to cry 
out—** What are all the other Books in the World, 
ce compared with theſe ineſtimable Volumes? No more 
e than an entertaining Novel, or a few prudential Rules 
« for domeſtic Oeconomy, compared with a Parent's 


* Prov. Xx. 11.—Theren follows the received Tranſlation. I 
ſhould prefer the Expoſition of Gut; who ſuppoſes de nyawh to 
ſignify, Retiacula argentea, in quibus Oculi ſunt minutifſimi, penetrabiles 
tamen Viſu. According to this Interpretation, the Paſſage will pre. 
ſent Us with Apples of Gold in Net-work, or 8 Silver. 
Where the fine Fruit receives a new Charm, by ſhewing itſelf through 
the elegant Apertures of the Baſket, 

+ Cal. iii. 16. The Wordof CHRIST, ſo the Apoſtle entitles 
the whole inſpired Wrirings, and thereby aſſerts the Divinity of his 
MASTER Duell; not make a ſhort Stay, or an occaſional Viſit, 
but take up a fixed and ſtated Refidence—Richly ; in the largeſt 
Meaſure, and with the greateſt Efficacy; ſo as to fill the Memory; 
ſway the Will; and actuate all the Affections. | 

4 Deut. vi. 7. 


Will; 
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« Will; a royal Charter“; or an imperial Grant of Titles 


« and Manners.” | 
I ſaid, Promiſes and Privileges. For, theſe I look 
upon as imparting the moſt ſovereign Worth to the 
Scriptures. Agreeably to our LORD's Teſtimony, 
Search the Scriptures, Why ? What recommends them 
to our attentive Regard ? Becauſe they give the nobleſt 
Diſplay of the divine Perfections, and the trueſt Eſtimate 
of human Nature ? Becauſe they open the inviſible 
World, and diſcover. the Secrets of Eternity? Preſent 
Us with the moſt refined Rule of Duty, and preſs upon 
Us the_ moſt forcible * to Obedience ?—All this 
they unqueſtionably do. Yet this is not their moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhing Excellence. Search them, ſays our bleſſed 
LORD, with a cloſe, an exact, an unwearied Aſſiduity; 
becauſe, hey teſtify of ME. Of my all- ſurpaſſing Dig- 
nity, and infinite Merits. Of free Juſtification through 
my Blood, and everlaſting Life through my Righteouſ- 
neſs. This is their crowning Perfection. From hence 
they derive the moſt exalted Merit. 4 
All theſe Circumſtances remind me of a very em- 
phatical Atteſtation, bore to the exalted Merit of the 
BIBLE. Which, though quite arzleſs, is, I think, 
abundantly more expreſſive, than the moſt laboured 
Efforts of Panegyric. It came from the Lips of a Mar- 
tyr. Who, being condemned to die, for his inviolable 
Adherence to the Doctrines of Scripture ; when he ar- 
rived at the Stake, and had compoſed Himſelf for Exe- 
cution, took his final Leave in theſe affecting Words: 
% Farewel Sun and Moon! Farewel all the Beauties of 
<« Creation, and Comforts of Life! Farewel my ho- 


* The Contents of the Scripture are called by the wiſe Man, 
212 Prov. viii. 6. Excellent Things, royal Truths, princely Senti. 
ments. Teſtifying of Miah vhe Prince, his Perſon, Righteouſneſs, 
and Salvation. —Exceeding all the Works and Writings of the 
Learned, as much as Som Himſelf, when ſeated on his Throne of 
Ivory and Gold; ſurrounded with all the Splendour of his brilliant 
Court; and delivering the Dictates of Inſpiration, to liſtening Sages 
—as much as that magnificent Monarch, in ſuch Circumitances 9 Dig- 
nitys and amidſt ſuch Diſplays of Wiſdom, exceeded the Populace of 
Lrael. | | | 

ce noured 
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« noured Friends | Farewel my beloved Relations! And 
« farewel thou precious, precious Book of GOD!” 


Aſpaſio had ſcarce uttered the laſt Sentence, when a 
Servant came to let them know; © Supper was upon 
« the Table.” Very opportunely, ſaid Theron, has our 
Repaſt waited, till our Conference is ended. We have 
ſhewed, what a large Field of delightful Speculation, the 
Scriptures open : and what ample Materials for the moſt 
refined Diſcourſe “, they afford. As nothing can be 
more ungraceful, than to negle& in our own Conduct, 
what We recommend to the Practice of Others ; ler 
Us, this very Night, begin, to ennoble our Interviews 
with theſe improving Subjects. Let Us endeavour to 
make religious Converſation, which is in all Reſpects 
defirable, in ſome Degree faſhionable. | 


* Should the ſerious Reader want any farther Perſuaſives, to this 
moſt beneficial Practice; He may ſee—How particularly our Divine 
MASTER ob/erves the Strain of our Converſation ; Lale xxiv. 17. 
How expreſly He has commanded ſuch ſocial Communications, as 
may tend to the U/e of Edifying, Eph. iv. 29.— And what an Evidence 
will ariſe from this Article, either for our Acquittal or Condemna- 
tion, at the Day of everlaſting Judgment, Marr. xii. 36, 37. 

+ Os yay ilirer m ονν,cäla diEααεh¹.,Ü ware x) νννννονννẽji,h h, © 
reig a £Hlatloutr, Tavia DAMuTarer ts; avlc Dara. 


Chryſoſt. A,. 0. 


DIA- 


PIA L:0:G- U-E . 


HE next Morning when Breakfaſt , was over, 

Theron and Aſpaſio took a Walk into the Garden 
— Their Spirits cheared, and their Imagination lively— 
Gratitude glowing in their Hearts, and the whole Crea- 
tion ſmiling round them. 

The Spot adjoining to the Houſe, was appropriated 
to the Cultivation of Flowers, —In a Variety of hand- 
fome Compartments, were aſſembled the choiceſt Beau- 
ties of blooming Nature. Here, the Hyacinth hung her 
ſilken Bells, or the Lilies reared their filver Pyramids. 
There, ſtood the neat Narciſſus, looſely * attired in a 
Mantle of ſnowy Luſtre ; while the ſplendid Ranunculus 
wore a full-trimmed Suit of radiant Scarlet. Pinks were 
riſing to enamel the Borders; Roſes were opening to dreſs 
the Walls ; ſurrounded, on all Sides, with a Profuſion of 
beauteous Forms, either latent in the Stalk, or burſting 
the Buds, or blown into full Expanſion. | 

This was bounded by a flight Partition, a Sort. of 
verdant Parapet. Through which they deſcend by an 
eaſy Flight of Steps; and are preſented with the elegant 
Simplicity of the Kitchen-Garden.—In one Place, You 
might ſee the Marigold flowering, or the Beans in 
Bloſſom. In another, the Endive curled her Leaves, 
or the Lettuce thickened her Tufts. Cauliflowers ſhel- 
tered their fair Completion, under a green Umbrella; 
while the Borage diſhevelled f her Locks, and braided 
them with native Jewels, of a finer Azure than the fineſt 


Hiantem Flore decore 


Narcifſum. 
+ Referring to the bye irregular Manner of its Foliation. 
| Sapphires, 
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Sapphires,—On the ſunny Slopes, the Cucumber and 
Melon lay baſking in the collected Beams. On the 
raiſed Beds, the Artichoke ſeemed to be erecting a 
Standard, while the Aſparagus ſhot “ into Ranks of 
Spears. The level Ground produced all Manner of 
cooling Sallers and nourifhing Eſculents. Which, like 
the Brows of the Olympic Conquerors, were bound with 
a Fillet of unfading Parſley ; or, like the Pictures of 
the Mountain- Nymphs, were graced with a Chaplet of 
fragrant Marjoram.—In ſhort, nothing was wanting to 
furniſh out the wholeſome Luxury of an Autediluvian 
Banquet. | 

Soon a high Wall intervenes. Through which a - 
Wicket opens, and tranſmits them into the regular and 
equi-diſtant Rows of an Orchard. —T his Plantation is 
ſo nicely adjuſted, that it looks like an Arrangement of 
rural Piazzas, or a Collection of diverſified Viſtas. The 
Eye is, every where, entertained with the exafteſt Uni- 
formity; and darts, with unobſtructed Eaſe, from one 
End of the branching Files to the other. On all the 
Boughs, lay a lovely Evolution of Bloſſoms ; arrayed in 
milky White, or tinged with the ſofteſt Red. Crouding 
into one general Cluſter, without relinquiſhing a vacant 
Space for Leaves, they formed the faireſt, the gayeſt, 
the grandeſt Alcove, that Fancy itſelf can imagine. — 
It is really like the Court of the Graces. None can ap- 
proach it, without finding his Ideas brightened, and 
feeling his Temper exhilarated. 

Contiguous to this correct Diſpoſition of Things, 
Nature has thrown a Vilderneſs; hoary, groteſque, and 
magnificently confuſed. It ſtretched itſelf, with a large 
circular Sweep to the North; and ſecured both the 
Olitory and the Orchard from incommoding Winds. — 
Copſes of Hazel, and flowering Shrubs, filled the lower 
Spaces. While Poplars quivered aloft in Air, and Pines 
pierced the Clouds with their leafy Spires. Here, grew 


* Alluding, not only to the Shape, but alſo to the Croerh of this 
Plant; which is ſo unuſually quick, that it may almoſt be ſaid to fart, 
rather than to e out of the Earth. 


2. _ Clumps 
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Clumps of Fir, clad in everlaſting Green. There, ſtood 
Groves of Oak, which had weathered, for Apes, the 
wintry Storm. — This woody Theatre, was interſected by 
a winding Walk ; lined with Elms of inſuperable Height. 
Whoſe Branches, uniting at the Top, reared a majeſtic 
Arch, and projected a ſolemn Shade, It was impoſſible 
to enter this lofty Labyrinth, without being ſtruck with 
a plealing Dread “. As they proceed, every Inflection 
ciffuſes a deeper Gloom, and awakens a more penſive 
Attention. | | | 
_ Having ſtrolled in this darkſome Avenue, without a 
Speck of Sunſhine, without a Glimpſe of the Heavens ; 
on a ſudden, they ſtep into open Day.—Surpriſing ! 
cries Aſpaſio. What a Change is this! What delightful 
Enchantment is Here !—One Inſtant, whelmed in Tro- 
Phonius's Cave ; where Darkneſs lours, and Horrour 
frowns. Tranſported, the next, into the romantic Scenes 
of Arcadia; where all is lightſome, and all is gay.— 
Quick as Thought Þ, the Arches of Heaven expand 
their Azure. Turrets and Spires ſhoot into the Skies. 
Towns, with their ſpacious Edifices, ſpread themſelves 
to the admiring View. Thoſe Lawns, green with freſheſt 
Herbage; thoſe Fields rich with undulating Corn; 
where were they all a Moment ago? It brings to my 


* 


Caligantem nigra Formidine Lucum. V1Rks. 


+ The Reader may find a curious Account of this Cave, together 
with a very humourous, and (which ſhould always accompany Humour, 
or elſe it will be like a Sting without the Honey) an improving De. 
ſcription of its Effects. Spect. Vol. VIII. Ne 598, 599. 

Such a ſudden Alteration of the Proſpect, is beautifully defcribed 
by Milton; | 

| As when a Scout, 
Through dark and deſart Ways, with Peril gone 
All Night, at loft by Break of chearful Dawn 
Obtains the Brow of ſome high climbing Hill, 
Which to his Eye diſcovers anawware 
The goodly Preſpect of ſome foreign Land, 
Fin ſeen ; or ſome renown'd Metropolis, 
With gliftering Spires and Pinnacles adorn'd, 
W hich now the riſing Sun gilds with bis Beams, 

Book III. 


Mind 


Mind that remarkable Situation of the Fewihh Law- 

iver; when, elevated on the Summit of Piſgab, He 
furveyed the goodly Land of Promiſe—ſurveyed the 
Rivers, the Floods, the Brooks of Honey and Butter — 
ſurveyed the Mountains dropping with Wine, and the 
Hills flowing with Milk *.-— Surveyed all with thoſe Eyes, 
which, for forty tedious Years, had been confined to dry 
Sands, ragged Rocks, and the irkſome Waſtes of a 
deſolate howling Wilderneſs. 


On the firſt moſſy Hillock t, which offered its Couch, 
our Gentlemen ſeated themſelves. The riſing Sun had 
viſited the Spot, to dry up the Dews, and exhale the 
Damps, that might endanger Health; to open the 
Violets, and expand the Primroſes, that decked the 
Green. The whole Shade of the Wood was collected 
bebind them ; and a beautiful, extenſive, moſt diverſified 
Landfcape ſpread itſelf before them. 

Theron, according. to his uſual Manner, made many 
improving Remarks on the Proſpect, and its Furniture. 
He traced the Footſteps of an all-comprehending Con- 
trivance, and pointed out the Strokes of inimitable 
Skill. He obſerved the grand Exertions of Power, and 


the rich Exuberance of Goodneſs, moſt ſignally, moſt 


charmingly conſpicuous through the Whole. Upon one 


Circumſtance He enlarged, with a particular Satisfaction. 
Ther. See | Aſpaſio; how all is calculated to admi- 
niſter the higheſt Delight to Mankind.—Thoſe Trees 


and Hedges, which ſkirt the Extremities of the Land- 


ſcape ; ſtealing away from their real Bulk, and leſſening 


This is the Language of the Book of Job, and the Prophecy of 
l. A Language, like the Scene it deſcribes, not beautiful only, 
t beautiful and rich even to Luxuriancy, Job xx. 17. Joel iii. 18. 
One would almoſt ſuſpect, the Lyric Poet had read theſe Paſſages, 
and attempted an Imitation of their Delicacies. , 
Vinique Fontem, Lafis & uberes 
Cantare Nivot, atque truncis VY 
Lapſa cavit iterare Mella. Lib. II. Od. 19. 

+ Horace would have called it, Ce/pes fortuilus. 

Vor. I. | 3 1 


„ 
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by gentle Diminutions ; appear like elegant Pictures in 
Miniature. Thoſe, which occupy the nearer (Situations, 
are a Set of noble Images; ſwelling upon the Eye, in 
full Proportion; and in a Variety of graceful Attitudes. 
Both of them ornamenting the ſeveral Apartments of 
our common Abode, with a Mixture of Delicacy and 
Grandeur. 


The Bloſſoms, that array the Branches ; the Flowers, 
that embroider the Mead; addreſs and entertain our 
Eyes with every Charm of Beauty ®. Whereas, to 
otter Creatures, they are deſtitute of all thoſe Attrac- 
tives; which reſult from a Combination of the lovelieſt 
Colours, and moſt alluring Forms.—Y onder Streams, 
that glide, with ſmooth Serenity, along the Vallies ; 
glittering to the diſtant View, like Sheets of poliſhed 
Silver; or ſoothing the attentive Ear, with the Softneſs 
of aquatic Murmurs; are no leſs exhilarating to the 
Fancy, than to the Soil, through which they paſs.—The 
huge enormous Mountain ; the ſteep and dizzy Preci- 
pice ; the pendent Horrors of the craggy Promontory : 
wild and tremendous as they are, furniſh out an agree- 
able Entertainment to the human Mind; and pleaſe, 
even while they terrify. Whereas, the Beaſts take no 
other Notice of thoſe majeſtic Deformities, than only 
to avoid the Dangers, they threaten. 


* Therefore, when the Prophet deſcribes the Chriſtian Church, 
adorned with all the Beauties of Holine/s, He borrows his Imagery 
from theſe amiable Objects. ral hall bud and boſom, Ia. xxvil. 6. 
— Nay, the very Wilderneſs, even the Gentile Nations, being converted 
unto CHRIST, fall bhfſom as a Roſe, Iſai. xxxv. 1,—[ will be as 
the Dew unto Iſrael: He ſhall blaſſim as the Lily, and caſt forth his Roots 
. as Lebanon, Hol. xiv. 5. What an elegant Picture! And what a 
comfortable Promiſe ! Here is the Queen of Flowers, and the Prince 
of Trees. Nothing fairer than the full-blown Lily : nothing firmer 
than the deep-rooted Cedars. Yet theſe are a Repreſentation (and 
but a faint Repreſentation) of the Comeline/s, which the All-gracious 

REDEEMER puts upon his People; and of the S:zabilfy, which 
they derive from his inviolable Faithfulneſs. 

N. B. The fourteenth of Hoſea, is one of thoſe Chapters, which, 
for their peculiar Importance and Excellency, deſerve not only to have 
a Turn in our Reading, but a Place in our Memory. 


Ap. 
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Ap. How do ſuch Conſiderations exalt our Idea of 
the CREATOR's Goodneſs; his very diſtinguiſhing 
Goodneſs to Mankind ! Should they not proportionably 
endear that eternal Benefa&tor ; and render Him, both 
the ſupreme Deſire of our Souls, and the ſupreme De- 
light of our Affections? | 

His ever-bountiful Hand has ſcattered Bleſſings, and 

with profuſe Liberality, among all the Ranks of ani- 
mated Exiſtence. But his Beneficence to Us, is of the 
moſt engaging Kind; is of a very ſuperior Order. Ve 
are treated as his peculiar Favourites ; being admitted 
to the Knowledge of his Deſigns, as well as to the Uſe 
of his Works. We are introduced to Scenes of Beauty, 
which none but Ourſelves are able to diſcern, We are 
preſented with a Series of Gratifications, which none 
but Ourſelves are capable of reliſhing. 
Ther. Another Remark, though very obvious, is 
equally important, The Deſtination of all theſe external 
Things, is no leſs advantageous, than their Formation 
is beautiful. —The Bloom, which engages the Eye with 
its delicate Hues, is cheriſhing the Embrio Fruit; and 
forming, within its ſilken Folds, the Rudiments of a 
future Deſſert. — Thoſe Streams, which ſhine from afar, 
like fluid Chryſtal, are more valuable in their Produc- 
tions and beneficial in their Services, than they are 
amiable in their Appearance. They diſtribute, as they 
roll along their winding Banks, Cleanlineſs to our Houſes, 
and Fruitfulneſs to our Lands. They nouriſh, and at 
their own Expence, a never-failing Supply of the fineſt 
Fiſh. They viſit our Cities, and attend our Wharfs, as 
ſo many public Vehicles, ready to ſet out at all Hours. 

Thoſe Sheep, which give their Udders to be drained 
by the buſy friſking Lambs, are fattening their Fleſh for 
eur Support ; and while they fill their own Fleeces, are 
providing for our comfortable Clothing. —Y onder Kine, 
ſome of which are browzing upon the tender Herb ; 
others, ſatiated with Paſturage, ruminate under thę 
ſhady Covert; are, though conſcious of no ſuch Deſign, 


concocting for our Uſe, one of the ſofteſt, pureſt, 
D 2 healthieſh 
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healthieſt Liquors in the World. The Bees, that fly 
humming about our Seat, and purſue their Work on 
the fragrant Bloſſoms, are collecting Balm and Sweet- 
neſs, to compoſe the richeſt of Syrups. Which, though 
the Produce of their 761, is intended for our Good. 

Nature, and her whole Family, are our obſequious 

Servants, our ever- active Labourers. They bring the 
Fruits of their united Induſtry, and pour them into our 
Lap, or depoſit them in our Store-rooms. 
Ag. Who can ſufficiently admire this moſt charming 
and immenſe Benignity ?—The Supreme DISPOSER 
of Events, has commanded Delight and Profit to Walk 
Hand in Hand, through his ample Creation. Making 
all Things ſo perfe#ly pleaſing, as if Beauty was their 
only End ; yet all Things ſo eminently ſerviceable *, as if 
Uſefulneſs had been their ſole Deſign. —As a farther 
Invitation to our Gratitude, He has rendered Man the 
Center, in which all the Emanations of his Beneficence, 
diffuſed through this Terreſtrial Syſtem, conſtantly 
terminate. 

But, my dear Theron, is not this apparent, in a much 
more wonderful Manner, throughout the whole Oeco- 
nomy of RxzDEMPTION?—It were a ſmall Thing for 
this inferior Claſs of unintelligent Creatures, to be con- 
tinually employing themſelves for our Benefit. Even 
the SON of the moſt High GOD, through all his in- 
carnate State, acted the very ſame Part. He took 
Fleſh, and bore the Infirmities of human Nature, not 
for Himſelf, but for Us Men, and our Salvation. He 
ſuffered Want, and endured Miſery in all its Forms ; 
that We might poſſeſs the Fulneſs of Joy, and abound 
in Pleaſures for evermore. When He poured out his 
Soul in Agonies, under the Curſe of an avenging Law; 
was 1t not with a compaſſionate View, to make Us Par- 
takers of eternal Bleſſedneſs? When He fulfilled, per- 


* Omnes Mundi Partes ita conſtitute ſunt, ut nepue ad Uſim meliores 
efſe paterint, neque ad Speciem pulchriores, 


Cic. De Nat. Deor. Lib. II. 
fectly 
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ſectly fulfilled the whole commanding Law; was it not for 
this gracious Purpoſe, that his Righteouſneſs might be 
imputed to Us? Ves; 
— For Us He liv'd, 

Toil'd for our Eaſe, and for our Safety bled. 
Nothing in the whole Courſe | 

Ther. Pardon me for interrupting You, Apaſio. I 
have no Objection to the general Drift of your Diſcourſe. 
But that particular Notion of imputed Righteouſneſs, has 
always appeared to me in a very ridiculous Light. And 
I muſt fay, that ſuch a Puritanical Noftrum makes a very 
unbecoming Figure, amongſt, your other manly and cor- 
rect Sentiments of Religion. 

Aſp. You know, Theron, I have long ago diſavowed 
that ignoble Prejudice, which rejects Doctrines, or 
deſpiſes Perſons, becauſe they happen to be branded 
with contemptible Names. Tis true, the Writers ſtyled 
Puritans, are remarkable for their Attachment to this 
Peculiarity of the Goſpel. It runs through all their 
Theological Works; and very eminently diſtinguiſhes 
them, from the Generality of our modern Treatiſes.— 
But, muſt it #berefore be wrong, becauſe maintained by 
that particular Set of People ? Or, are they the only Ad- 
vocates for this important Truth ? | a 

Ther. Aye: it is as I ſuſpected. I have lately con- 
jectured, from ſeveral Hints in my Apaſio's Diſcourſe, 

that He has been warping to the low ungentleman- like 


Peculiarities of thoſe whimſical Fanatics. 

Aſp. I cannot conceive, why You ſhould call them 
whimfical, —To ſettle Faith on its proper Baſis, the me- 
ritorious Righteouſneſs of the REDEEMER; and to 
deduce Obedience from its true Origin, the Love of 
GOD ſhed abroad in the Heart. To ſearch the Con- 
ſcience, and convince the Judgment—To awaken: the 
lethargic, and comfort the afflicted Soul To do all 
this, — a thorough Knowledge, joined to a maſterly 
Application, of the divine Word Theſe, ſure, are not 
whimſical Talents, but real Excellencies. Yet, theſe, if 
We may credit Hiſtory, entered into the Preaching ; 

D 3 theſe, 
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theſe, if We will examine impartially, are to be found in 
the Writings of the Puritans.—And a Pearl, you will 

leaſe to remember, is a Pearl ſtill, though it ſhould hang 
in the Ethiopian s Ear. | 

Ther. Ethiopian indeed ! You have truly characterized, 
that demure and gloomy Generation. I hope, you don't 
intend to introduce their affected Solemnity and for- 
bidding Reſerve, into your own eaſy and engaging Con- 
verſation. Though, for aught I can judge, this would 
be no more ungraceful, than to patch ſuch aukward 
and antiquated Notions, on the refined Scheme of 
Chriſtianity. 

Ap. My dear Friend, You are too ludicrous ; and 
I begin to catch the Infection. Away with your Wit, I 
beſeech You. Or, if You muſt have it in your Retinue, 
let it be your Page, not your Privy-Counſellor. Let it 
wait at the Door, not preſide at our Councils We had 
better return to our firſt Topic. Let us contemplate 
the Wonders of Creation; and as We admire the 
Works, learn to adore the MAKER. 

Ther. None of your Evaſions, good Afpaſio, You 
muſt not think to put me off at this Rate. I have wanted 
an Opportunity to rally you upon this Head; and to 
argue or laugh You, out of theſe religious Oddities. 

Ap. If You will not agree to Terms of Peace; I 
hope, you will allow ſome Ceſſation of Arms, At leaſt, 
till I can muſter my Forces, and prepare for the Vindi- 
cation of my Principles. 

Ther. No: upon the Spot, and out of Hand, You are 
required to anſwer for yourſelf, and theſe ſame queer 
Opinions.—lI ſhall ſerve You, as the Roman Conſul * 
ſerved the procraſtinating Monarch f. When, demur- 
ring about his Reply to the Demands of the Senate, He 


faid, He would conſider of the Matter :” the reſolute 


Ambaſſador drew a Circle round him with his Cane, and 
inſiſted upon a poſitive Anſwer, before he ſtepped over 
thoſe Limits, 7 


, Pepilins Lenes, | + Antiocbus, King of Syria, 
| 2 22 
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Ap. This, however, You muſt give me Leave to 
obſerve, That the Affair is of a very ſerious Nature. 
Upon Condition, that you will diſmiſs your Flouriſhes 
of Humour, and Strokes of Satyre ; I will acquaint 
You with the Reaſons, which have made me a Convert 
to this Doctrine. Once, I held it in the utmoſt Con- 
tempt ; and pitied the Simplicity of (as I then ſtyled 
them) its deluded Admirers. But, I am now become 


ſuch a Fool, that I may be truly wiſe, and ſubſtantially 


happy. I have ſeen my ruined State; and I bleſs GOD 
for this ſovereign Reſtorative. It is the Source of my 
ſtrongeſt Conſolations, and the very Foundation of my 
eternal Hopes, | | 

Ther. Excuſe me, Aſpaſio; if the Vivacity of my 
Temper, and the ſeemingly uncouth Tenet, kindled 
me into a more humourous Gaiety, than became the 
Occaſion. You ſpeak of the Point, with ſo much Se- 
riouſneſs, and in ſuch weighty Terms, as check my 
Levity, and command my Reſpect. Be pleaſed to exe- 
cute, what You have promiſed ; and the moſt engaged 
Attention of my Mind, ſhall atone for the petulant Sal- 
lies of my Tongue. | 

Aſp. To conceive a Diſlike of any Doctrine, only 
becauſe Perſons of a particular Denomination, have been 
active and zealous to promote its Reception; this is 
hardly conſiſtent with an impartial Enquiry after Truth. 

Ther. I grant it, Aſpaſio. And] ſhould be aſhamed of 
my Oppoſition, if it was founded on fo flight a Bottom. 
But, abſtracted from all Party Conſiderations, I can ſee 
nothing in this ſuppoſed Article of our Faith, which 
may recommend it to the unprejudiced Enquirer. — 
What can be more aukward than the Term, or more 
irrational than the Sentiment ? BS; 

Aſp. The Word imputed, when uſed in this Connec- 
tion, may poſſibly convey a diſagreeable Sound to the 
Ears of ſome People. Becauſe, they look upon it, as 
the peculiar Phraſeology of a few ſuperſtitious Sefarifts ; 
and reject it, merely on the Foot of that unreaſonable 
Surmiſe, —But, how can Tou be diſguſted at the Ex- 

D 4 preſſion, 
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preſſion, Theron ; who have ſo often read it, in the moſt 
approved and judicious Writers ? St. Paul, who might 
affirm with relation to his Epiſtles, much more truly 
than the Painter concerning his Pourtraits, I write for 
Eternity“; ſcruples not to uſe this aukward Language, 
ſeveral Times in the ſame Chapter T. Milton, the Cor- 
rectneſs of whoſe Taſte, and the Propriety of whoſe 
Style, no Perſon of Genius will ever queſtion ; delights 
to copy, in various Parts of his incomparable Poem, 
the Apoſtle's Diction. Authoriſed by /uch Precedents, it 
15 ſuperior to Cavil, and warranted beyond all Exception. 

As to the Sentiment, I take it to be the very funda- 
mental Article of the Goſpel : and J believe, whoever is 
acquainted with eccleſiaſtical Affairs, will allow, that it 
was the moſt mortal Arrow in the Heart of Popery, and 
the principal Pillar in the Eſtabliſhment of the Refor- 
mation.—W hat ſays our LORD, with Regard to the 
Love of GOD, and the Love of our Neighbour ? Or 
theſe two Commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
Much the ſame would I venture to ſay, concerning the 
Imputation of our Sins to CHRIST, and the Imputation 
of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs to Us : On theſe two Doc- 
trines, hang all the Privileges and the whole Glory of the 
Goſpel. 

Ther. In our laſt Converſation, I muſt own, I ſaw a 
ſtrong Reſemblance between the Works and the Word 
of GOD. But I never obſerved any Thing in Nature, 
that bore the leaſt Analogy to imputed Sin, or imputed 
Righteouſneſs. To me your two Doctrines ſeem ſtrange, 
unaccountable, and irrational. 

Aſp. That our Sins ſhould be charged upon the only 
begotten SON of GOD, and that his Righteouſneſs 
ſhould be imputed to ſinful Worms, is ſtrange, exceed- 


Alluding to the Painter, who, apologizing for the ſow Proce- 
dure and ſcrupulouſly ice Touches of his Pencil, ſaid ; Æternitati 
pingo, I paint for Eternity, And thoſe Strokes had need be correct, 
which are intended, not barely to ſolicit, but to command the Admi- 
ration, of all ſucceeding Ages. 

+ See Rem. iv. In which ſingle Chapter, ſome Branch of the Word 
sige, ta be imputed, occurs no leſs than ten or eleven Times. 
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ing ſtrange. The Pſalmiſt calls it marvellous Loving- 
Kindneſs *. The Apoſtle ſtyles it, Love that paſſeth 
Knowledge F. And it has ſometimes, I muſt freely con- 
feſs, been almoſt ready to ſtagger my Beliet, —However, 
have found myſelf relieved in this Perplexity, not only 
by the Teſtimonies of Scripture, but even from the 
Contemplation of Nature. Is not all Nature full of 
ſtrange, unaccountable, and myſterious Effects? 

Ther. That Nature is full of ſtrange Effects, is un- 
deniable. Strange are the Experiments of Electricity, 
and the occult — of the Load tone! Strange and 
{urpriſing are thoſe countleſs Legions of Efluvia, which 
tranſpire from a ſmall odoriferous Body! More ſur- 
priſing ſtill, are the infinite Myriads of luminous Particles, 
which iſſue from a ſmaller flaming Subſtance}. —There's 
not a Tree, or a Twig, or a Leaf, but ſurpaſſes the Com- 
prehenſion of all Mankind. Even the minuteſt Atom, 
is big with Wonders. 

Take a nearer Inſtance, This Cow, which comes 
grazing up to our very Feet. What is her Food? Graſs; 
nothing but Graſs, the wild Production of the Earth. 
Give the fame Materials to the Confectioner, the Cook, 
or the moſt ſkilful Artiſt in the World. They, with all 
their Application and Induſtry, will never be able to 
work them up into a palatable Diſh, or any ſerviceable 
Subſtance. Whereas this poor Animal, without fo 
much as thinking on her Buſineſs, refines and concocts 
them, in the moſt perfect Manner. The Juices of fo 
contemptible an Herb, compounded and ſecreted in her 
Body, harden into Bone, and ſoften into Fleſh ; grow 
tough, as a Cord, in the Sinews ; and become tender, 


* Pal. xvii. 7. + Eph. iii. 19. 


t Dr. Nieuzventyt has computed, That, from a lighted Candle, 
about the Size of ſix to the Pound, there iſſues, in the Second of a 
Minute, an Effuſion of Particles, vaſtly more than ten hundred thou. 
ſand million Times the Number of Sands, which the whole Globe of 
the Earth contains,,—To call this a very great Multitude, would be 
ſaying little, It nonpluſſes our Thoughts, and exceeds the utmoſt 
Stretch of Imagination ! 
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as Jelly, in the Fat. They ooze through the Udder, 
and form a delicious Stream of Milk ; they flow along 
the Veins, in reeking Tides of Blood. Here, they take 
a crimfon Stain; there, they equal the Lily in White- 
neſs; on the Skin and in the Hair, they transform them- 
ſelves into every Variety of Colours. | 

App. Pray, can you account for all theſe extraordinary 
Tranſmutatiens ? Or, not to taſk your Philoſophy too 
heavily, can you tell Us, how one—only one of them is 
wrought ? How the coarſe and bitter Herbage, chewed 
and concocted by this dumb Creature, is converted into 
fo rich a Dainty as Cream ? | 
Der. As well may our Sight penetrate the Center of 
the Globe, as Philoſophy explain this, and many other 
fuch Secrets. The Operations of Nature, are nice and 
delicate, beyond all Parallel, and beyond all Conception. 
Inſomuch, that the intelligent Obſerver, can no where 
caſt his Eye, or fix his Thoughts, without being aſtoniſh- 
ed, tranſported, and even loſt in Admiration. 

Aſp. Are not then the Operations of Nature, ſo many 
Vouchers for the myſterious Truths of Chriſtianity ? 
Since the Procedure of Providence in this viſible Syſtem, 
is a continued Series of ſtupendous and unſearchable 
Operations ; need We be alarmed, can We reaſonably 
be offended, if the Scheme of Redemption is equally 
ſtupendous, is fax more amazing? Yet, though amazing, 
I hope it will not appear, what You was pleaſed to inſi- 
nuate, irrational. 

Suppoſe, We ſtate the Signification of the Terms ; 
and adjuſt the Boundaries of our Subject, before We 
enter upon a Survey of its Contents ? 

Ther. Such a Caution would have prevented, at leaſt 
have ſhortened, many a vehement and tedious Contro- 
verſy.— Vou ſee, on yonder Heath, the Preparations 
for an approaching Race. There ſtand the Pofts, which 
are to mark out the Limits of the Courſe. Without 
this previous reſtrictive Care, how irregular would be 
the Excurſions of the contending Steeds | How difficult, 
rather how impoſſible, to declare the Conqueror, and 
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award the Prize! -A clear Definition of Terms, ſeems 
equally neceſſary for candid Diſputants. Without it, 
they may wrangle for Ages, yet never come to a Deter- 
mination. 

Ap. We were lately conſidering the tranſcendent Ex- 
cellency of the Scriptures. Here we have a moſt 
ſtriking and capital Exemplification of the Subject.— 
The Light of Nature might teach Us ſomewhat, re- 
lating to the Juſtification of Man in a State of Inno- 
cence, But it knows nothing of the Method, whereby 
fallen and guilty Man, may be juſtified in the Sight cf 
GOD. This 1s a Secret, hid from all the Reſearches of 
Reaſon, and from all the Sages of Antiquity. To the 
Prophets and Apoftles alone, We owe the Diſcovery 
of this Mine—this rich and inexhauftible Mine, of holy 
Conſolation and heavenly Treaſure, 

Ther. I wait for a Specimen of your Treaſure, or a 
Definition of your favourite Point. 

Aſp. Juſtification is an Act of GOD Almighty's 
Grace ; whereby He acquits Sinners from their Guilt, 
and accounts them righteous *; for the Sake of 
CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, wrought out for them, and 
imputed to them. 

Ther. Two of your Terms want ſome farther Expla- 
nation, What do You underſtand by CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs, and what is the Meaning of imputed ? 

Aſp. By CHR IST”'s Righteouſneſs I underſtand, the 
Whole of his active and paſſive Obedience; ſpringing 
from the perfect Holineſs of his Heart; continued 
through every Stage of his Life; and extending to the 
very laſt Pang of his Death.—By the Word imputed I 
would ſignify, That this Righteouſneſs, though per- 
formed by our LORD, is placed to our Account ; is 
reckoned or adjudged by GOD as our own. Inſomuch, 
that We may plead it, and rely on it, for the Pardon 


* Should any Reader obje to the Definition ; apprehending, that 
Juſtification implies no more, than the Pardon of Sins; I would deſire 
Him to ſuſpend his Judgment, till He has peruſed Dia/gue X. where 
this Point is more circumſtantially conſidered, | 
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of our Sins; for the Communication of Grace ; and 
for the Enjoyment of Life eternal.— Shall I illuſtrate 
my Meaning by a well-atteſted Fact? 

Ther. Nothing gives Us ſo eaſy a Conception of any 
difficult Point, as this Method of explaining, by parallel 
Facts, or proper Similitudes. a 

Afp. 1 don't ſay the Caſe is parallel. I only produce 
it, to aid our Conceptions.— Ongſimus, You know, was 
Philemon's Slave. He had perfidiouſly deſerted his 
Maſter's Service, and ſtill more perfidiouſly ſtole his 
Goods, The Fugitive, in his guilty Rambles, provi- 


dentially meets with St. Paul. He is charmed and cap- 


tivated with that gracious Goſpel, which proclaims 
Mercy even for the vileſt of Sinners. He becomes a 
ſincere Convert to the Religion of FESUS, and is re- 
ceived into the ſpiritual Patronage of the Apoſtle. Who, 
being informed of his diſhoneſt Conduct, and obnoxious 
State, undertakes to bring about a Reconciliation, with 
his offended Maſter : diſpatches Him, for this Purpoſe, 
with a Letter to Philemon : and, amongſt other Per- 
ſuaſives, writes thus in the poor Criminal's Behalf; F 
He bath wronged Thee, or oweth Thee aught, put that on 
mine Account, I Paul have written it with mine own 
Hand; I will repay it. | 

That, which the zealous Preacher of Chriſtianity 
offered, the adored AUTHOR of Chriſtianity executed. 
We had revolted from the LORD of all Lords, and 
broke his holy Commandments. The SON of GOD, 
infinitely compaſſionate, vouchſafes to become our Me- 
diator. That nothing might be wanting, to render his 
Mediation ſucceſsful, He places Himſelf in our Stead, 
The Puniſhment, which We deſerved, He endures. The 
Obedience, which Ve owed, He fulfils. —Both which, 
being imputed to Us, and accepted for Us, are the Foun- 


dation of our Pardon, are the procuring Cauſe of our 


Juſtification. | 


Ther. Is this the exact Signification of the original 
Word, which We tranſlate imputed ? 


See the Epiſtle to Philemon. 
4 1 
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Aſp. In the Book of Numbers, We meet with this 
Phraſe; and in ſuch a Connection, as clears up its 
Meaning. ] EHOVAH. enacts a Decree concerning 
the Levites ; who had no Vintages to gather, nor any 
Harveſts to reap ; only the Tythes of both, to receive. 
The tenth Part of theſe their Tythes, He directs them 
to preſent, in the Form of a Heave-offering : adding, 
And this your Heave-offering ſhall be reckoned “ unto You, 
as though it were the Corn of the Threſhing-floor, and as 
the Fulneſs of the Wine-preſs : as ſatis factory to me, and 
as beneficial to You, as if it was the Tenth of your own 
Labours, and the Tythe of your own Increaſe. —So, 
the expiatory Sufferings, which CHRIST endured ; the 
complete Obedience, which He performed; are reckoned 
to true Believers. As though the former were ſuſtained 
in their own Perſons, and the latter fulfilled in their own 
Lives. Are altogether as effe#ual, for obtaining their 
Salvation, as if they were their own perſonal Qualifications. 
Ther. The Imputation mentioned in your Paſſage, is 
the Imputation of ſomething done by the Levites them- 
ſelves, not of ſomething done by Another. This, I ap- 
prehend, is the true Import of the Word, when it oc- 
curs affirmatively in Scripture. | 


* Numb, xviii. 27. aw exactly anſwers to St. Paul's di, 
Rom. iv. 9.— The ſame Phraſe is uſed, and the ſame Doctrine taught, 
Lev. xvii. 3, 4. What Man ſeever there be of the Houſe of Iſrael that 
killeth an Ox, or Lamb, or Goat in the Camp, by Way of Sacrifice, or 
for the Purpoſe of Atonement ; and bringeth it not unto the Door of the 
Tabernacle of the Congregation, to offer unto the LORD an Offring 
before the Tabernacle, the grand 17 5˙ of the Body of CHRIST; Blond 
Hall be imputed ta that Man; He hath ſhed Blood; and that Man /hall 
be cut off from among his People, —Here was no Murder eommitted by 
the Offender, yet the Crime of Murder 1s charged; or, as the Scrip. 
ture ſpeaks, Bliod is imputed to Him. Leſt Any ſhould miſtake the 
Meaning of this Expreſſion, or not underſtand it in its due Latitude, 
the Divine LAW.GIVER is his own Interpreter: He hath in the 
Eye of my Juſtice fed Blood: He ſhall paſs for a Murderer, and be 
puniſhed as a Murderer : He ſhall be cut of from among his People, —- 
Thus alſo ſaith the eternal JUDGE concerning the Believers in 
CHRIST; The Righteouſne/s of my SON is imputed to them; 
e they are in the Eye of my Juſtice righteous: they ſhall be dealt 
* with, as righteous Perſons ; made Partakers of the Kingdom of 


« Heaven,” 
45 
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Aſp. This is always the Import—ſhould have been 
faid, in order to make the Objection forcible. But You 
could not ſo ſoon forget the Inſtance, juſt now alledged. 

St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Crimes, which Onefimus had 
committed; and of the Injuries, which Philemon had 
ſuſtained ; ſays, © Charge them all on me. The Ori- 
« ginal is, impute * them all to me. The Meaning is, 
tc J will be reſponſible for all. As much, as if the 
«© whole Guilt had been of my own contracting f. — 
Here is ſuppoſed, not the Imputation of ſomething 
done by the Apoſtle Himſelf, but of Anotber's criminal 
Behaviour. | 

What is written in the Law, and what is written in 

the Goſpel? In both theſe Places, How readeſt Thou ? 
In the Goſpel, I read; That Righteouſneſs is imputed 
without Works F. This utterly excludes every Thing 
performed, or acquired, by the Party Himſelf.— Be- 
ſides; We are aſſured, that GOD yuftifies the Un- 
godly ; thoſe, who have nothing of their own, but 
abominable Iniquities. To thoſe, therefore, ſomething 
elſe muſt neceſſarily be imputed, beſides their own per- 
fonal Deeds. | 

Under the Law, Aaron is commanded to put the 
Iniquities of Iſrael upon the Scape-Goat |.—The ſame 
Sentiment is reinculcated, when the Goat is ſaid to bear 
the Iniquities of the People“. This was plainly an 
Imputation ; yet, could not poſſibly be the Imputation 
of any Thing done by the devoted Animal ff. — The 

Effetts 


„ Ew: , the very Words uſed by the Apoſtle, when ſtating 
the Method of our Juſtification, 

+ Thus we may ſuppoſe our LORD ſpeaking ; “ theſe poor Sin- 
ce ners have wronged Thee, O FAT H ER, by their Unrighteouſneſs 
« and Ungodlineſs. They owe Thee an inconceivably vaſt Sum. 
«« A Debt of conſummate Obedience, and complete Satisfaction. 
« Put it all on my Account, I JESUS have written it with my own 
« Hand: I will repay it. Now I give my Bond; and, in the Ful- 
« neſs of Time, Le I come, to fulfil my Engagement.“ 

t Rom. iv. 6. 5 Rom. iv. 5. || Lev. xv. 21, ** Lev. xvi. 22. 
++ The Words of the ſacred Ordinance are very emphatical. Aaror 
Hall lay bath bis Hands upon the Head of the live Gaat, and confeſs over 
Him 
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Effefts which took Place upon the Execution of this 
Ordinance, indicate a Tranſlation of Guilt. For, the 
Congregation was cleanſed, but the Goat polluted, 
The Congregation /o cleanſed, that their Iniquities were 
conveyed away, and to be found no more, The Goat 
fo polluted, that it communicated Defilement to the Man, 
who conducted it into © the Land not inhabited.” — All 
this was GOD's own Appointment ; and deſigned, like 
the whole Syſtem of Moſaic Ceremonies, to inſtruct his 
Church in the Knowledge of the great ME DIAT OR. 
In the Knowledge of that wonderful Method, whereby 
we have Redemption from our Sins, and Righteouſneſs 
unto Lite. | 


Ther. If this is your Meaning, Apaſio; I am apt to 
think, it will be a difficult Matter to make me a Pro- 
ſelyte. I muſt be content to paſs for one of the ſtiff- 
necked Generation. Since, I can ſee neither Wiſdom 
nor Equity, in aſcribing to a Perſon, what He has not; 
or imputing to Him, what He does not. 

Aſp. It was not Aſpafio, but his Friend, who ſet out 
with a View of making Proſelytes. If I can maintain 
my Ground, and vindicate my own Belief, it will be 


no inconſiderable Acquiſition. However, I ſhall not 


deſpair of ſeeing the Partner of my Heart become a 
Sharer of my Faith. When We are convinced of our 
numberleſs Sins; when We feel the Depravity of our 
Nature; and begin to diſcern the inconceivable Sanctity 
of our JUDGE; THex, perhaps, this exploded Article 
may be found worthy of Acceptance—its Conſtitution 


Him all the Tniquities of the Children of Iſrael, and all their Tran. 
graſſions in all their Sins, patting them upon the Head of the Goat, and 
Hall ſend Him away by the Liand of a fit Man into the Wilderneſs. And 
the Coat all bear upon Him a'll their Iniquities, unto a Land not inhabited. 
Whatever Senſe the Men of Learning and Refinement may force 
upon theſe Words, Aaron Sal] put all th ir Tranſoreſſions a pon the Head 
of the Goat; The Goat Hall berr upon Him all their [niquities; I think 
the common People of ae could find no other Meaning in them, 
than ſuch as denoted a transferring of Guilt, from the Congregation 
to their Victim. And this is I nputation. 
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admired, as the Wiſdom of GOD—and its Privileges 
coveted, as the Conſolation of our Souls. 

Ther. I ſhall wave at preſent, an Examination of each 
Particular ; and only make ſome remote Obſervations. 
Which ſeem, nevertheleſs, pretty nearly to affect your 


Scheme. Some Perſons, I dare be poſitive, have not 


ſo much as heard of your Terms ; many and more have 
not the leaſt Acquaintance with your Doctrine. Will 
you ſtrike off all theſe from the Liſt of Chriſtians? Will 
you condemn all theſe as deſperate Infidels ? | 
ſp. Not heard of them In a Proteſtant Nation 
Where the Goſpel is publicly preached, and the Bible 


in every One's Hand !—This, if true, is much to be 


lamented. | | 
In Anſwer to your Queſtion—It is not my Cuſtom, 


much leſs is it my Prerogative, to condemn Others. Has 
GOD committed all Judgment unto me? That 1 
ſhould preſume to anticipate the deciſive Sentence, or 
launch the Thunderbolts of eternal Vengeance ?— 
Neither do I affirm the Condition of ſuch Perſons to be 
deſperate. There may be Thoſe, who have no explicit 
Knowledge of the Doctrine; who are even = ov 10m 
againſt the Expreſſions; yet live under the Belief of the 
Truth, and in the Exerciſe of the Duty. —“ They are 
« never diverted, by the Splendor of any Thing that is 
« great, or by the Conceit of any Thing that is good 
« in them, from looking upon themſelves as finful Duſt 
« and Aſhes.” Their whole Dependence is upon that 
FUST ONE, who expired on the Croſs, and whom 
the Heavens have received. They ſeek the ſanctifying 
SPIRIT, in conſequence. of their SAVIOUR's 
Death; and give all Diligence, to add to their Faith 
Pirtue *. 

Ther. If People may be ſafe, and their eternal In- 
tereſts ſecure, without any Knowledge of theſe Particu- 
larities ; why ſhould you offer to puzzle their Heads, 
about a few unneceſſary ſcholaſtic Terms? 


2 ket. i. 5. 


45. 
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Ap. Scriptural Terms, You ſhould have ſaid Theron. 
However, We are not very ſolicitous, as to the 
Credit, or the Uſe, of any particular Set of Phraſes. 
Only let Men be humbled, as conviFed Criminals, at the 
REDEEMER's Feet: let them rely, as devoted Pen- 
fieners, on his precious Merits: and they are undoubtedly 
in the Way to a bliſsful Immortality.— Let, will their 
Way be leſs clear, their Steps more embarraſſed, by 
not diſtinctly underſtanding the benign and conſolatory 
Doctrine, of. free Juſtification through the Righteouſneſs of 
JESUS CHRIST. A proper Information, as to this 
important Point, would ſhed Light upon their Paths, 
and encourage them in their Journey ; would further 
their Progreſs in Holineſs, and increaſe their Joy in the 
LORD. 

Ther. The Followers of your Opinion, I have ob- 
ſerved, are perpetually dwelling upon this one favourite 
Topic; to the Excluſion of that grand and truly eſſential 
Part of Chriſtianity, Sanctification. 

Aſp. If you have ever taken Notice of ſuch a Con- 
duct, You are unqueſtionably right, in with-holding 
your Approbation. It is a manifeſt Incongruity, and 
deſerves your Cenſure. But, aſſure Yourſelf, it pro- 
ceeds from a Miſapprehenſion in the Perſons, and has 
no Connection with the Nature of the Doctrine. | 

I am far, very far from reducing the various Parts of 
Chriſtianity, (which, when connected, make up ſo well- 
proportioned a Syſtem) to this ſingle, however diſtinguiſh- 
ed Branch. Sanctification is equally neceſſary, both to our 
preſent Peace, and to our final Felicity *. Indeed, they are 
as reciprocally neceſſary, for the Purpoſes of intellectual 
and eternal Happineſs ; as the Heart and the Lungs are, 
to the Subſiſtence of the animal Oeconomy.. The former 
muſt tranſmit, the latter muſt refine the vital Fluid ; or 
elſe, Diſeaſe will take place, and Death will enſue.— 
My Intention is, that thoſe fun.lamental Truths of the 


Not to oblalα our Peace and Felicity. This is done ſolely and 
completely by F ESUS CHRIST, But as aneceſſary and eminent 
Ingredient in both. 


vor. I, E Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, like theſe Maſter-Organs in the Body, may 


have each its proper Office aſſigned ; each concur to 
ſupport the better Health, and ro promote the ſpiritual 
Growth of the Chriſtian. | 

Ther. Other of your zealous Folks I have known, 
who are all for the /an#ifying Influence of the SPIRIT; 
and reckon this Affiance on the SAVIOUR's Merits, 
among the beggarly Elements of Religion. They ſcarce 
ever mention what CHRIST has done for Us; but inſiſt 
wholly upon, What he does iz Us.—When the religious 
People are ſo divided among themſelves “, how can a 
Stranger act? Which Opinion mail He prefer? 

Aſp. Let Him not prefer, but aſſociate, Diſcard 
neitner, but chooſe both.—If the All-gracious RE- 
DEEMER has poured out his Blood on the Croſs, 
that my Guilt may be expiated ; and preſents his Inter- 
ceſſion in Heaven, that I may be endued with the 
SPIRIT :—If He will be the meritorious . Cauſe of my 
Juſtification, and the operative Principle of my Sanctifi- 
cation :—Why ſhould I ſcruple to receive Him, in 
either, in both Capacities? Who would lop off the 
Right-hand, in order to impart the higher Dignity, or 
the greater Importance to the Left? I would be no 
Partialiſt in Chriſtianity : neither diminiſh her Dowry, 
nor mutilate her Privileges. 

Ther. You ſeem, if not to mutilate, yet to lit the 
Merits of CHRIS I, and parcel out the Efficacy of his 
mediatorial Undertaking. Aſcribing ſo much to his 
active, and fo much to his paſſive Righteouſneſs ; Pardon 
to his, and Life to that. . 


* Theron's Enquiry concerning theſe 72s Particulars, is ſometimes 
made an objection againſt a Religion. —Have the Gentlemen, who 
adopt this Objection, never ſeen the Naturaliſts divided in their Judg- 
ment; with Relation to the Deſign and Uſe of ſeveral Appearances in 
he material, the vegetable, the animal Creation? While One decrirs 
as u Nuiſance, what another admires as a Braut. — Vet no One, I 
believe, ever took it into his Head, from ſuch a Diverſity of Opinions, 
to doubt whether the Frame of Nature is a juſt, a regular, ard 3 
finiſhed Syſtem; or to dy, that Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneb, 
ſu; port, direct, and pervade the Whole, 
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Ap. Some, perhaps, may be pleaſed with this Way 
of ſtating the Matter. But, it is a Method, which 1 
neither attempt to defend, nor wiſh to imitate. To 
diſtinguiſh between the active and paſſive Righteouſneſs, 
I think, is not amiſs. Becauſe, this ſets the Fulneſs of 
our LORD's Merit in the cleareſt Light; and gives 
the completeſt Honour to GO D's holy Law.—But to 
divide them into detached Portions, independent on each 
other, ſeems to be fanciful, rather than judicious. For, 
had either Part of the mediatorial Obedience been want- 
ing; I apprehend, neither Pardon, nor Acceptance, 
nor any ſpiritual Bleſſing, could have been vouchſafed to 
fallen Man. | 

The two Parts are inſeparable ; making, in their Con- 
nection, a neceſſary and noble V bole, for the Accom- 
pliſhment of our Salvation. Juſt as the Light and the 
Heat of yonder Sun, unite their Operation ; to produce 
this delightful Day, and this fruitful Weather.—How- 
ever, therefore, I may happen to expreſs myſelf, I never 
conſider the active or the paſſive Righteouſneſs, in the 
excluſive Senſe ; but would always have them underftood, 
as a grand and glorious Aggregate. Looking upon our 
SAVIOUR's univerſal Obedience, which commenced 
at his Incarnation ; was carried on through his Life ; and 
terminated in his Death ;—looking upon all this, in its 
collective Form, as the Object of my Faith, and the 
Foundation of my Hopes . 


In this Opinion, A/pa/o has Milton's Archangel for his Precedent, 
Michael ſpeaking of his LORD and or LORD, ſays; 
The Law of GOD exact he ſhall fulfil, 
Both by Obedience and by Love, though Love 
Alone fulfil the Law; thy Puniſhment 
He ſhall endure, by coming in the Fly 
To à reproachful Life and curſed Death; 
Proclaiming Life to all who ſhall believe 
In his Redemption. Book XII. 402. 


According to the Tenour of theſe very valuable Lines, our LOR D's 
fulfilling the Law, and enduring the Puniſhment, are the concurring 
Cauſes, or the one compound Cauſe of Life and Redemption 40 


E 2 Ther, 


Sinners, 
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Ther. I think, You lay too much Streſs upon this 

controverted, and perhaps merely ſpeculative Point. 
Aſp. Merely ſpeculative! Say not thus, my dear 
Friend. —** How I may be juſtified before GOD, my 
« Maker, my Governor, and my Judge?“ Is, of all 
Enquiries, the moſt intereſting and important. It is the 
main Hinge, on which every Inſtance of practical Re- 
ligion turns. True Comfort, willing Obedience, holy 
Communion with the Divine MAJESTY, all depend 
upon this capital Point. 

Far from being a merely ſpeculative Point, it aſcribes 
the moſt "undivided Glory to the ever- bleſſed GOD, 
and his free Grace, —It adminiſters the moſt ſerene and 
ſubſtantial Satisfactions to frail, but believing Man.—lIt 
cheriſhes, with the moſt kindly Influence, that pure and 
undefiled Religion, which has its Seat in the Heart ; has 
its Birth from Love; and is a real Antepaſt, both of the 
Buſineſs and the Bliſs of Saints in Light. 

In ſhort; Juſtification through the Righteouſneſs of 
. FESUS CHRIST, is an Article of Religion, whoſe 
Benefits are (to uſe a charming Simile ſuggeſted by this 
rural Proſpect) numerous as the Bud of the Field f.— 
Can We, then, lay too much Streſs upon a Doctrine, 
ſo greatly momentous ; upon a Privilege, fo extenſively 
beneficial ? 

Ther. When all this is proved, then for my Reply, 
Aſpafio. Nay, then You ſhall have more than a Reply; 
I promiſe You my cordial Aſſent. 

Ap. And if all this be incapable of Proof, I aſſure 
You, Theron, I will not ſolicit your Aſſent. Nay more, 
Iwill revoke and renounce my own. 


* Diffundit ſe, ſays the judicious Witfus, Faftificationis, Dorina per 
totum Theologiz Corpus; & put Fundamenta hic, wel bene, vel mal,, 
jacta ſunt, es univerſum diſcium wel folidins auguſtinſque aſcendit, vel 
male ſtatuminatum fadam minitatur Ruinam. on. 

«© The Article of free Juſtification, /ays the alis Luther, is the 
ec chiefeſt Article of all Chriſtian Doctrine. The Majeſty and-Utility 
« whereof, whoſo rightly eſteemeth, to Him all other Things ſhall 
« ſeem but vile, and nothing worth.“ Comment. an Galat, 

+ Ezek, xvi. 7. 

| Ther, 
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Ther. At preſent, I believe we muſt go in, and 
prepare for our Viſitants. Some other Interview may 
afford Us Leiſure, to canvaſs this Queſtion more mi- 
nutely. | 
4b. Though I have never much Inclination, even 
when there is the moſt Leiſure, for Controverſy ; yet, 
if You inſiſt upon it, I ſhall not abſolutely refuſe to en- 
gage in a Debate with my Theron, Becauſe, He will 
come to the amicable Rencounter, without bringing 
angry Paſſions for his Second, —My Reaſons will be im- 
partially weighed, not artfully eluded, much lefs anſwered 
with Invective. If ſome inadvertent Expreſſion ſhould 
drop from my Lips, He will not rigorouſly proſecute 
the Slip ; nor aggravate an unguarded Sentence into the 
Crime of Hereſy, —Candour will form his Judgment, 
and Good-nature dictate his Expreſſions, 

Ther, I thank You, my dear Aſpa/io, for your genteel 
Admonition. What 7 am, in the Language of Com- 
plaiſance, means, What I ſhould be.—Well: I will en- 
deavour to take your Hint, and check this my Im- 
petuoſity of Spirit. I have admired, O! that I could 
imitate, the beautiful Example of St. Paul. When 
Feſtus, forgetting the Dignity of the Governor, and the 
Politeneſs of the Gentieman, uttered that indecent Re- 
flection; Paul, thou art beſide thyſelf : much Learning doth 
make Thee mad. Did the great Preacher of Chriſtianity 
kindle into Reſentment? —The Charge was unjuſt and 
abuſive. But the Apoſtle, with a perfect Command of 
Himſelf, returned the ſofteſt, yet the moſt ſpirited Anſwer 
imaginable, 7 am not mad, moſt noble Feſtus ; but ſpeak 
the Words of Truth and Soberneſs *.,—Inexpreſſibly graceful 

| was 


* See As xxvi. Where We have an Apology, the moſt delicate 
and maſterly, perhaps, that ever was made; eminent for fine Addreſs, 
car Reaſoning, and important 'Trath. Which, notwithſtanding all 
theſe very ſuperior Recommendations, is deemed Madneſs : and that, 
by a Nobleman from Reme; the Seat of Science, and Fountain-head 
of polite Literature. An Evidence this, no leſs demonſtrative than 
deplorable, of the Apoſtle's Aſſertion; The natural Man, however 
mgenious or accompliſhed, 1 2 not the Things of the SPIRIT 
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was this calm and obliging Reply. Though ſhort, in- 
finitely more convincing than a whole Torrent of bitter 
or recriminating Words. It difarmed the Judge of his 
riſing Diſpleaſure ; it conciliated the Favour of hi his royal 
Aſſeſſor; and brought Honour to the Chriſtian Cauſe. 

This amiable Self-Regimen, and Moderation of 
Temper, I ſhall be ſure to ſee exemplified i in my Friend's 
Converſation; however, I may fail of it myſelf, or be 

Proof againſt all his Arguments. 

Aſp. Ah! Theron, We want no Monitor, to remind 
Us of our ſuppoſed Excellencies. And if You begin 
with your Compliments, it is Time to put an End to 
our Diſcourſe. 

Only let me juſt obſerve, That divine Truths cannot 
be properly diſcerned, but by the enlightening Influences 
of the Divine SPIRIT. We muſt addreſs Ourſelves 
to this Enquiry, not only with unprejudiced Minds, but 
likewiſe with praying Hearts. We muſt bring to this 
Diſpute, not barely the Quiver of Logic, but that 
Un#ion from the HOLY ONE, which may teach Us all 
Things "ket Us then adopt the Poet's Aſpiration : 


» Thou celeſtial Light, 
Shine ward, and the Mind through all her Powers 


Irradiate ; there fave Hes; all Miſt from thence 
F. and diſperſe ! 


Mil rox, B. III. 51. 


of GOD. Nay, they ate Fool;fbneſs unto Him. The Reman Virtue, 
and the Atherian Philoſophy ; ; the ſelf-admiring Phariſee, and the free. 
thinking Sadducee; all concur to pour Contempt upon that Perſon 
and that Righteouſneſs, which are the one adequate Object of the 


divine Delight. Therefore our LORD moſt juſtly declared; Bliged 
# He, whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me, 
John ii. 20, 27. 


DIA- 


DI LOG 


THERON. 


E are now, A/pa/io, about two Miles diſtant from 
my Houſe. The Horſe-Road lies through a 
narrow duſty Lane. The Foot-Path leads along a 
ſpacious pleaſant Meadow. Suppoſe, We. deliver our 
Horſes to the Servant, and walk the Remainder of the 
Way ? | 
Aſp. You could not make a Propoſal, more agreeable 
to my Inclination. Eſpecially, as the Air is become 
cool, and the Walk is ſo inviting. | 
What a magnificent and charming Scene !—Hills, 


on either Side, gently riſing, and widely ſpreading. ,--... 
Their Summits, crowned with ſcattered Villages, ang 


cluſtering Trees. Their Slopes, divided into a beauteays YN 
Chequer-work ; . N of Tillage, with its 
waving Crops; partly of Paſturage, with its grazi 
1 Us, r Trefoil the 1 
Variety of graſſy Plants, differently bladed, and differ- 
ently branched, weave themſelves into a Carpet of living 
Green. Can any of the Manufactures formed in the 
Looms, or extended in the Palaces of Perfia, vie with 
the Covering of this ample Area? Vie with it, in 
Grandeur of Size, or Delicacy of Decoration ? | 
What a Profuſion of the gayeſt Flowers, fringing the 
Banks, and embroidering the Plain Nothing can be 
brighter, than the Luſtre of thoſe ſilver Daiſes; nothing 
deeper, than the Tinge of thoſe golden Crowfoots, Yet, 
both ſen to acquire additional Livelineſs, by ſucceed- 
E 4 ing 
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ing to the Deformity of Winter, and by flouriſhing 
amidſt the freſheſt Verdure. 

Ther. Nature is truly in her Prime. — The vegetable 
Tribes are putting on their richeſt Attire. Thoſe Cheſ- 
nuts, on our Right-hand, begin to rear their flowering 
Pyramids; thoſe Willows, on our left, are tipt with 
Taſſels of Grey; while yonder Poplars, which overlook 
the River, and ſeem to command the Meadows, are 
pointed with Rolls of Silver. 

The Hawthorn, in every Hedge, is partly turgid with 
ſilken Gems, partly diffuſed into a milk white Bloom. 
Not a ſtraggling Furze, nor a ſolitary Thicket on the 
Heath, but wears a rural Noſegay, Even amidſt that 
neglected Dike the Arum * riſes in humble State; moſt 
curiouſly ſhrouded in her leafy Tabernacle, and ſur- 
rounded with luxuriant Families, each diſtinguiſhed by 
a peculiar Livery of Green. Look wherever We will, 
all is a delightful Diſplay of preſent Fertility, and a 
Joyous Pledge of future Plenty. Now we experience 
what the royal Poet, in very delicate Imagery deſcribes: 
The Winter is paſt ; the Rain is over and gone. The Flowers 
appear on the Earth; the Time of the Singing of Birds is 
come; and the Voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land. 
The Fig-Tree putteth forth her green Figs ; and the Vine 
with the tender Grapes give a good Smell f. | 

Aſp. Y our Quotation and the Scene remind me of a 
Remark, which ſhould have taken Place in our laſt 
Night's Diſcourſe. When we were enumerating the 
Excellencies of the ſacred Writings, methinks, we might 
have added ;—Are you fond of Paſtoral, in all its flowery 
Graces, and blooming Honours ? Never have ye ſeen 
ſuch exquiſite Touches of rural Painting, or ſuch ſweet 


Arma wild Herb, which unfolds but one Leaf; formed after 
a very fingular Pattern; bearing ſome Reſemblance to the Hare's Ear. 
It is really one of the prettieſt Fancies in Nature's Wardrobe, So 
much admired by the Country People, that they have dignified it 
with the Appellation of Lords and Ladies, Becauſe it looks, I ſup- 
poſe, ſomewhat like a Perſon of Quality, fitting, with an Air of Eaſe 
and Dignity, in his open Sedan, * | | 

+ Cant, ii. 11, 12, 13. 


Images 


* 
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Images of endeared Affection, as in the Song of Songs 
which is Solomon's. All the brilliant and amiable Ap- 

earances in Nature are employed, to delineate the Ten- 
derneſs of his Heart, who is Love itſelf—to pourtray 
the Beauty of his Perſon, who is The chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand —and deſcribe the Happineſs of hoſe Souls, 
whoſe Fellowſhip is with the FATITER, and with his 
Son FESUS CHRIST“. 

See ! Theron, what the chearing Warmth, and the 
genial Showers, of Spring have done! The rough Tree 
ſoftens into Verdure. The ragged Thorn 1s robed with 
Beauty. Even the uncultivated Lanes teem with Herbage. 
Such a Change, fo pleaſing and ſo ennobling, the Goſpel 
of CHRIST introduces into the Soul. Not a Day, 
ſcarce an Hour paſſes, but this Seaſon of univerſal Fe- 
cundity produces ſomething new; ſomething that im- 
proves the Aſpect, and increaſes the Riches of Nature. 
And is there any State or any Circumſtance of Life, in 
which the Faith of CHRIST does not exert a ſimilar 
Efficacy ? Does not purify the Heart, and bring forth 
Fruit unto GOD ? | | 

This is ſuppoſed to be the ſpiritual Meaning of that 
fine deſcriptive Picture , which you have borrowed 

from 

® 3 Joni. 3. 

+ A fine Picture indeed! Moſt judiciouſly planned; moſt ſtrongly 
contraſted ; and executed in the moſt maſterly Manner. As it is 
produced to View, I will beg Leave to point out ſome of the highly - 
finiſhed Strokes, 

The Winter is paſt, with all its howling Winds, and piercing Froſts 
— The Rains are over, which deluged the Meadows; and the Clouds 
are gone, which darkened the Skies. — All is Serenity and Splendour 
above, While all is Gaiety and Beauty below. | 

Fliwers, of every graceful Form, and every gloſſy Stain, appear en 
the Earth, Enamelling the Hills and Plains ; embroidering the Robe 
of Spring; and diffuſing Smiles over all the Face of Nature. 

The Time of Singing of Birds is come. The Woedland Choirs awake. 
Every green Bough, and every blooming Spray, reſounds with Har. 
mony, From all Quarters, the Ear is charmed with artleſs Strains ; 
4 Jo are, at once, the Perfection of Muſic, and the very Language 
Ot joy. x 

The Vine, with the tender Grapes, give a god Smell, In the Vine. 


yard, the ſilken Gems burſt, and the infant Cluſters appear. They 
breathe 
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from the Canticles. It diſplays the benign Agency of Grace 
and its Doctrines; eſpecially, of our LORD's Satil- 
faction for Sin, and of his Righteouſneſs imputed to 
Sinners. The Bleſſings operate, with much the ſame 
favourable and happy Energy, both on our Morals and 
our Convforts ; as the feveet Influences of the vernal Sun 
operate, on the ſprouting Herbs, and opening Flowers. 

Ther. It ſuch were the Effects of your Doctrine, it 
would ſtand the fairer Chance for general Acceptation. 
— But there are ſeveral weighty Scruples to be removed, 
before Perſons of a liberal and enlarged Way of Think- 
ing, can acqui eſce in your Opinion. Who, for Inſtance, 
can perſuade IAimſelf, that what You call The Satisfac- 
tion of CHRIST, is conſiſtent with the Dictates of 
Reaſon, or with the Perfections of the DEITY. 

Aſp. Let Gentlemen be candid in their Enquiries, and 
truly liberal in their Way of Thinking; then, I flatter 
myſelf, theſe Scruples may be removed, without much 
Difficulty. 

GOD, the Almighty Creator, and ſupreme Governor 
of the World, having made Man, gave Him a Law; 
with a Penalty annexed, in caſe of Diſobedience.— This 
ſacred Law our Fore-father Adam preſumptuouſly broke ; 
and We, his Poſterity, were involved in his Guilt. Or, 
ſhould that Point be controverted, We have undeniably 
made, by many perſonal Tranſgreſſions, his Apoſtacy 
our 0w1,—Inſomuch, that all have ſinned ; have for- 


breathe Balm on the gentle Gales, and perfume the ſoft delicious Air. 
In every Garden and every Grove, the flowery Caſkets are unlocked. 
They diffuſe far and near thoſe exquiſite Odours, which regale the 
Smell, and rejoice the Heart.“ 

The Fig-Tree putteth forth her green Figs; forms the embryo Fruit; 
and excites the agreeable Idea of approaching Plenty. Adding to 
all the Entertainments, of the Eye and the Ear, the more pleaſing, 
becauſe the more important, Supplics of Life and Health, | 

Here then the moſt diſtinguiſhing and delicate Circumſtances arc 
ſelected. Whatever moſt eminently and moſt amiably characteriſes 
the Seaſon. ' All is heightened, by a Retroſpect on Winter and its 
Horrours, from which we are delivered. All is endeared, by a Prof. 
pect of autumnal Delights, for which Preparation is making. 


8 feited 
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feited their Happineſs, and are become obnoxious to 
Puniſhment. | 

Man being thus ruined, none could recover Him, 
except his injured MAKER. But ſhall He be re- 
covered, ſhall He be reſtored, without ſuffering the 
Puniſhment, due to his Crime, and threatened by his 
CREATOR ?—What then will become of the Juſtice 
of the Divine LAWGIVER? And how ſhall the 
Honour of his Holy Law be maintained ? At this rate, 
who would reverence its Authority, or fear to violate its 
Precepts ?—Sinners might be emboldened to multiply 
their Tranſgreſſions; and tempted to think, that the 
GOD of immaculate Holineſs, the GOD of unchange- 
able Veracity, is altogether ſuch an One as themſelves *. 

Does it not appear needful, that ſome Expedient be 
deviſed, in order to prevent theſe diſhonourable and hor- 
rid Conſequences ? | 

Ther. Proceed to inform Us, what the Expedient is. 

Aſp. To aſcertain the Dignity of the ſupreme Admi- 
niſtration, yet reſcue Mankind from utter Deſtruction, 
this admirable Purpoſe was formed, and in the Fulneſs 
of Time executed. The ſecond Perſon of the ever- 
bleſſed TRINITY unites the human Nature to the 
Divine ; ſubmits Himſelf to the Obligations of his 
People; and becomes reſponſible for all their Guilt. In 
this Capacity, He performs a perfect Obedience, and 
undergoes the Sentence of Death : makes a full Expia- 
tion of their Sins, and eſtabliſhes their Title to Life.— 
By which Means, the Law is fatisfied ; Juſtice is mag- 
nified ; and the richeſt Grace exerciſed. Man enjoys a 
great Salvation, not to the Diſcredit of any, but to the 
unſpeakable Glory of all, the Divine Attributes. 

This is what We mean by CHRIST7"s Satisfaction. 
And this, I ſhould imagine, wants no Recommendation 


* This was actually the Caſe, as We are informed by the 
SEARCHER of Hearts, when, on a particular Occaſion, Puniſh- 
ment was only r-!2rded, How much more would ſuch impious * 
mons have prevailed, if on this grand Act of Diſobedience, Puniſh. 
ment had been intirely forborve ? Pfal, I. 21. 
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to our unprejudiced Reaſon ; as, J am ſure, it is moſt de- 
lightfully accommodated to our diſtreſſed Condition. —It 
is alſo confirmed by many expreſs Paſſages of Scripture, 


and illuſtrated by a Variety of very ſignificant Images. 


Ther. Pray, let me be favoured with ſome of your 
ſcriptural Images.—After which, We may enquire, whe- 
ther your Doctrine will ſtand the Teſt of Reaſon. 


Aſp. What is your Notion of a Ranſom ? 

Ther. To ranſom, 1s to redeem any One from Capti- 
vity or Miſery, by Purchaſe, by Exchange, or ſome 
other valuable Conſideration. 

Aſp. When Priam ranſomed the dead Body of Hector 
from the victorious Achilles, how was it done? 

Ther. By paying a Price *.—Thus Fabius recovered 
the Captives, which were taken by Hannibal. He tranſ- 
mitted the Sum required, and they were diſcharged from 


their Confinement. 


Aſp. Such is the Redemption procured for Sinners by 
our LORD FESUS CHRIST. Of ſuch a Nature, 
(though incomparably more grand and auguſt in all its 
Circumſtances) and expreſſed by the very ſame Word f. 
The Son of Man came, not to be miniſtered unto, but to 
miniſter ; and to give his Life a Ranſom for Many. 

CHRIST alſo paid a Price—a real Price—a moſt 
ſatisfactory Price. In Conſideration of which, our Free- 
dom from Death, from Hell, from every penal Evil is 


* — Pt T T4 7, 
an infinitely rich Price, Hyperbolical this, as applied by Homer : ftri@ly 
true, when referred to CHRIST. 

+ Avlpor arovulpow, are uſed in this preciſe Signification, by the moſt 
approved Authors of Greece. —Amerips r Rif rw Amrita, x; vs 
earls; awizbr, fays Plutarch. O vie- me avlguny Dae d Try 
Juen lu Alper ail. TAAW), ſays our bleſſed 8 AV 10 UR, Matt, 
XX. 28, —AmTAvipuot rah mma, is the Language of Demoſthenes. 
Ev w GNM. T1» amovIpuor dic Te dv avls, are the Words of St. 
Paul, Eph. i. 7.— To «/abh this important Point, and to familiari/e 
the . Idea to our Minds, the ſacred Writers abound in this 
Phraſeology. See Luke i. 68. ii. 38. xxiv. 21,—Rom, iii. 24.— 
. ii. 14.—Heb. ix. 12. f 


granted. 
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granted. Ye are redeemed *, ſays the Apoſtle, not with 
corruptible Things, Silver and Gold, but with the precious 
Blood of CHRIS I. Let me add one Text more; 
which, in the ſame Style of commutative Juſtice, aſſerts 
the ſame Truth. CHRIST bas redeemed Us f, not by 
way of Entreaty, but by paying a Redemption-Price. 
He hath bought, not begged Us off, from the Curſe of 
the Law. — Ves, my Friend, | 

The Ranſom was paid down. The Fund of Heav'n, 

Heav'n's inexhauſtible exhauſted Fund, 

Amazing and amaz'd, pour d forth the Price, 

All Price beyond. Though curious to compute, 

Archangels fail'd to caſt the mighty Sum I. 


Ther. Hold a little, good A/paſfio. Conſider the Con- 
ſequence of what You maintain. If there was a Ranſom 
in the Caſe, to Y/hom was it paid? The Devil had led 
Sinners captive, They are ſaid to be the Slaves of 
Satan, And ſhall the bleſſed FESUS pay his Life to 
that accurſed Fiend ? Shocking to imagine !—Yet, 
ſhocking as it is, it muſt follow from your own, and 
your Poet's Aſſertion. 

Aſp. You miſapprehend the Caſe, Theron. The Ran- 
ſom was paid to GOD. Thou haſt redeemed Us to 
GOD 6, is the Confeſſion of the Saints in Light.— He 
is the great Law-giver, againſt whom our Sins are com- 
mitted ||, He is the great Houſholder, to whom the 
Debt is due ““. Satistiction, therefore, was made to 
the divine Law, and to the divine Juſtice. The one of 
which was offended ; the other violated ; and both con- 
curred to denounce the Tranſgreſſor's Doom. Of which 


* 1 Pet. i. 18, We have an ezivalent Expreſſion, uſed in the /ame 
Signification, by one of the correcteſt Writers in the World; 
| Et Fratrem Pollux alterna Morte redemit. Virs. 

+ Gal. iii. 13. Eꝭnſeaci We are ſaid to be bought, 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
Not in a metaphorical Senſe, but really and properly. For, here the 
Price is mentioned in general; by St. Peter the Price is particularly 


ſpecified, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 


Night- Thoughts, Ne IV. Rev. v. 9. Pſal. li. 5. 
Matt. xviii, 23, 24. 
| Doom 
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Doom Satan was only the deſtined Executioner. Whoſe 
Malignity, and unplacable Rage, GOD is pleaſed to 
make the Inſtrument of inflicting his Vengeance. As 
He formerly uſed the idolatrous Kings of Mria and 
Babylon, to chaſtiſe the diſobedient Mraelites. 

] ben We were without Strength *, utterly ruined, yet 
abſolutely helpleſs When None, in Heaven or Earth 
could afford Us any Succour then our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST moſt graciouſly and moſt ſeaſonably inter- 
poſed. He ſaid, as it is very emphatically repreſented 
by Elibu; Deliver them from going down into the Pit; 
I have found a Ranſom f. He did, what is very beauti- 


1 


fully deſcribed by our Engliſh Claſſic; 


— So Man, as is moſt juſt, 

Shall ſatisfy for Man, be judg d, and die; 

And dying riſe, and riſing with Him raiſe - 

His Brethren, ranſom'd with his own dear Life F. 


Ther. But pray, do not You allow, that CHRIST 
is truly and properly GOD? 

App. We not only allow it, but We inſiſt upon it, and 
make our Boaſt of it, This is the very Foundation of 
bis Merit, and the Support of our Hope. 

Ther. This may aggrandize the Merit of CHRIST, 
but it will increaſe the Difficulty of your Taſk. For, 
according to this Opinion, CHRIST muſt make Satiſ- 
faction to Himſelf. And is not this a Practice quite un- 
precedented ? A Notion perfectly abſurd ? 

Ap. It is quite unprecedented, You ſay.—On this 
Point, I ſhall not vehemently contend. Only let me 
mention one Inftance. Zaleucus, You know, Prince 
of the Locrians, made a Decree, That whoever was 
convicted of Adultery, ſhould be puniſhed with the Loſs 

of both his Eyes. Soon after this Eſtabliſhment, the 
Legiſlator's own Son was apprehended in the very Fact, 
and brought to a public Trial.— How could the Father 
proceed, in ſo tender and delicate a Conjuncture? 
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Should He execute the Law, in all its Rigour? This 
would be worſe than Death to the unhappy Youth.— 
Should He pardon ſo notorious a Delinquent? This 
would defeat the Deſign of his ſalutary Inſtuutione=To 
avoid both theſe Inconveniencies, He ordere ð 
his own Eyes to be pulled out, and one of hit 3 
By which Means, the Rights of Juſtice were preſes 
inviolate ; yet the Tenderneſs of a Parent was remark- 
ably indulged. And may We not venture to fay? That, 
in this Caſe, Zaleucus both received and made the Sa- 
tisfaction. —Received it, as a Magiſtrate ; even while He 
made it, as a Father. 

Ther. I cannot ſee, how this Suffering of the Father 
was, in any Degree, /atisfaFory to the Law: ſince the 
Father and the Son could not be conſidered, as one and 
the ſame Perſon. It may paſs for an extraordinary In- 
ſtance of parental Indulgence. It may ſtrike the bene- 
volent and compaſſionate Hearer. But, if tried at the 
Bar of Equity and Reaſon, it will hardly be admitted 
as any legal Satisfaction. It will probably be con- 
demned, as a Breach of Nature's firſt and fundamental 
Law, Self-preſervation. 

Aſp. Your Objection, I muſt confeſs, has Weight. 
It will obhge me to give up my Illuſtration. —Never- 
theleſs, what my Friend urges againſt the Propriety of 
the Compariſon, tends to eſtabliſh the Certainty of the 
Doctrine. For, CHRIST and his People are actually 
conſidered, as one and the ſame Perſon, They are one 
myſtical Body: He the Head, they the Members : fo 
intimately united to Him, that they are Bone of his 
Bone, and Fleſh of bis Fleſh .- By Virtue of which 
Union, their Sins were puniſhed in Him; and by bis 
Stripes they are healed t, they obtain Impunity and Life. 

Though there may be nothing, in the Procedure of 
Men, which bears any Reſemblance to this Miracle of 
heavenly Goodneſs ; it receives a ſufficient Confirmation 
from the Language of Scripture. He, who wrote as 


* Eph. v; 30, + Ifai, liii, 5. 
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an Amannenſis to the unerring SPIRIT, has de- 
clared; That GOD was in CHRIST, reconciling the 
World—unto Whom ? Unto ſome third Party? No; 
but reconciling it, by the Death and Obedience of 
CHRIS T—unto Himſelf *. And I can very readily 

nt, that this divine Exertion of Benignity and Wiſ- 
om, ſhould be without a Precedent, and without a 
Parallel +. 

Difficulties, I own, may attend the Explication of 
this Article, or be interwoven with its Conſequences. 
But ſince our Apprehenſions of heavenly Things, eſpe- 
cially of the adorable TRINITY, are fo obſcure and 
inadequate, We may very eaſily miſtake; and fancy 
that to be abſurd, which is only great, wonderful, and 
incomprehenſible 4. Nor let me be thought preſump- 
tuous, if I venture to add; That it will be impoſſible, 
for all the Sagacity in the World, to prove this Doctrine 
en Abſurdity, though it ſhould ever remain an inexplicable 


2 Cor. v. 19. Col. i. 20. 2 
+ Fancy, in the Perſon of Horace, ſaid of Jupiter in his fabulous 


Exploits, 

Cri nihil viget fimile aut ſecundum. 
Much more will Rea/or, in the Character of a Believer, ſay the ſame 
of TJEHOVAH, and his marvellous Grace. 

T The znparalleled, nay, the incomprehenſible Nature of this great 
Tranſaction, is no Objection to its Truth and Reality. This is rather 
a Circumſtance, which perfectly agrees with the Teſtimony of the in- 
ſpired Writers; and affords, in my Opinion, an unanſwerable Argu- 
ment for the divine Origin of Chriſtianity, | 

It agrees with the Teſtimony of the inſpired Writers ; who. call the 
Work of our Redemption, not only wiſe, but Wiſdom itfelf ! the 
Wiſdom of GOD! his Wiſdom n a My/tery! even his hidden Wil. 
dom! Or that deep myfterious Plan, which has every Character of the 
moſt conſummate Wiſdom; which was long concealed from Ages and 
Generations ; and appears, now revealed, to contain ſuch a Series of 
Wonders, as no Underſtanding of Man or Angel can fully penetrate. 
1 Cor. ii. 7. | 
> affords an unanſwerable Argument for the divine Origin of Chriſ- 
tianity, Since it was infinitely too deep for the Contrivance of Men, 
and Angels; ſince it is abſolutely undiſcoverable by the moſt ſagacious 
of created Intelligences ; how could it be known, but by Manifeſtation 
from above? Whence could it take its Riſe, but from an eſpecial 


Revelation ? 
| Myſtery. 


ous 
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Myſtery;—How many Phænomena in the Works of 
external Nature, are confeſſedly myſterious and inexpli- 
cable! As to the Reality of their Exiſtence, they chal- 
lenge, they command our Aſſent; as to the Manner of 
their Exiſtence, they baffle all our Reſearches, and defy 
our utmoſt Penetration, If therefore the Point under 
Debate, be fully and inconteſtably revealed in the Bible, 
We muſt renounce: the Philoſopher, before We can 
conſiſtently act the Sceptic. . 

Ther. Let Us ſee then, Whether it be ſo fully and 
inconteſtably revealed in the Bible, —You have given 
me, as yet, but one of your ſcriptural Images. 

Aſp. I have another at your Service. CHRIST is 
called an High-Prieſt. What do You take to be the 
Nature of the Prieſtly Office ? | 

Ther. The Buſineſs of the Prieſt was, I apprehend, To 
offer Sacrifices and to make Interceſſion for the People. 

Ap. Very true: and CHRIST could not with any 
Propriety, receive this Appellation, if He had been de- 
fe&ive in performing either of the ſacerdotal Functions. 
Now, that he offered no fuch Victim as ſlain Beaſts, is 
univerſally acknowledged. We might preſume there- 
fore, even though we had not the Authority of an 
Apoſtle to aſſure us, That He ofered HIMSELF, 
through the eternal SPIRIT, to GOD“. 

The Croſs t, ſhall I fay ? Rather his divine Nature 
was the Altar. His Soul and Body, each immaculately 
pure, were the Holocauſt, Theſe He reſigned ; the one, 


* Heb. ix. 14. 

+ The Cres is, by ſome Authors, ſtyled the A/rar. But, I think, 
improperly. 'This Notion ſeems to have ſprung from, or given riſe 
to, the Popiſb Practice of idolizing the Crucifir, At leaſt, it coun. 
tenances ſuch a Kind of foppiſh or ſacrilegious Devotion, more than 
a Proteſtant Writer could wiſn.— It was the Property of the Altar, to 
ſanfify the Gift, This, therefore, when referred to our LOR D's 
Sacrifice, is a far more exalted Office, than We dare aſcribe to the 
Inſtrument of his Suffering. This muſt be the Honour and Prerogative 
of his DIVINE NATURE, which did indeed ſanctify the great 
Oblation: gave it a Dignity, a Merit, an Efficacy, unſpeakable and 
everlaſting, 2 85 


Vol. I. „ to 
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to deadly Wounds ; the other, to inexpreſſible Anguiſh ; 
and both, to be inſtead of all whole Burnt-Offerings.— 
On this invaluable Oblation, his Interceſſion at the 
Wand of his FATHER is founded : from this 
it derives that prevailing Efficacy, which is the Security 
of his ſtanding, and the Recovery of his fallen Diſciples. 

Give me Leave to aſk farther; What is your Idea of 
a Sacrifice ? When Ipbigenia was ſlain at the Altar, What 
was the Import of that memorable Action? 

Ther. It was intended, if We may credit Virgil's 
Account *, to appeaſe the Indignation of ſome Ele- 
mentary Deity ; and thereby obtain a propitious Gale, for 
the Wind-bound Fleet, and contederate Forces of Greece, 
But, I hope, You would not make that ſolemn Butchery 
of the royal Virgin, a Pattern for the ſupreme Good- 
neſs, nor the Practice of groſs Idolaters, a Model for th 
Religion of the holy FESUS. | 
_ Afp. By no means, Theron. Only I would obſerve— 
That the Cuſtom of offering Sacrifices obtained, among 
the moſt cultivated Nations of the Heathen World 
That theſe Sacrifices were frequently of. the vicarious f 


Sang uine placaſti Vantos, & Virgine cæſd. | 

+ Seneca ſays, alluding to the Cuſtom of Sacrifices, and the prevail. 
ing Opinion concerning them; Frerim tantum nunquam amplius dolituræ 
Domus Piamentum. What we are to underſtand by Piamentam, our Au- 
thor himſelf explains, in the preceding Clauſe ; Quicguid Matri dolen. 
dum fuerit in me tranſierit; quicquid Avie, in me, To which his judi. 
cious Commentator Lip/irs, from an extenſive Knowledge of Anti. 

quity, adds; zabague fe piacularis Vitima. Sex. ad Helv. 
Ihe ſame Writer, in the ſame conſolatory Epiſtle, has another 
Sentence, ſtill more to our Purpoſe ; Nobilitatuy omnium Carminibus, 
ug ſe pro Conjuge vicariam dedit;— Juvenal, ſpeaking of the ſame 
Fact, expreſſes Himſelf in very remarkable Language. Such as ſhews 
Us, with the utmoſt Charnre/s and Preciſion, what the Antients meant, 
when they affirmed of a ſuffering or dying Perſon, That He gave 

Himſelf for Another ; 
——pettat ſubeuntem Fata Mariti | 
Alceſtim, & fimilis ſi Permutatio detur. Sat. VT. ; 

There 1s a Paſſage in Livy, which moſt of all deſerves our Notice. 
As it ſeems to imply a popular Belief of the Dignity, the more than 
human Dignity of the Sacrifice which was neceſſary to af e the 
Wrath of Heaven, It relates to Deciut, de voting himſelf for the 
ublic Good; Conſpectus ab utraque Acie, ali quanto auguſtior humano 
Vit, Acuti Calo miſſus, Piaculum omnis Deorum Iræ. Lib. VIII. 2 FR 
2 ind; 
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Kind; in which the Victim was ſubſtituted, inſtead of 
the Offerer; and the former being cut off, the latter 
was diſcharged from Puniſhment—Conſequently, that 
the Claffic Authors would (in caſe there was any Need 
of ſuch Auxiliaries) join with the ſacred Writers, to de- 
clare the Expediency, and explain the Nature of Satti- 
fices.— This alſo You will permit me to add; That, if 
the Heathens talk ſenſibly on any Part of religious 
Worſhip, it is on the Subject of Sacrifices. Their 
Sentiments concerning expiatory Oblations, ſeem to be 
the faint and diſtant Echo of Revelation. I have uſually 
conſidered them, not as the Inſtitutions of mere Reaſon, 
but as the Remains of ſome broken Tradition. a 
However, the trueſt and moſt authentic Signification 
of a Sacrifice, is to be learned from the ci Ritual, 
explained by the Goſpel Comment. Do You remember 
the Moſaic Account of that Ordinance? _ PO) 
Ther. You are much better acquainted, Apaſio, with 
thoſe ſacred Antiquities ; and can give the moſt ſatiſ- 
factory Information, with regard to this Particular. 
Only let me remind You, That Aims are ſtyled Offer- 
ings; and Praiſes, both in the prophetical and evangelical 
Writings, come under the Denomination of Sacrifices. 
Aſp. Though Praiſes and Alms are ſtyled Sacrifices, 
they are not of the propitiatory, but eucharift Kind. 
They are never ſaid to expiate Tranſgreſſions, only are 
repreſented as acceptable to GOD through JESUS 
CHRIST; that divinely precious Victim, whoſe Merits 
both cancel our Guilt, and commend our Services ! 
According to— | 
Ther. Stay a Moment, A/paſio.—Let me recollect 
myſelf. —T his may be the Meaning of Sacrifices, as or- 
dained by Moſes, and ſolemnized among the Fewws.— 
e Sacrifices were a ſymbolical Addreſs to GOD; ir- 
« tended to expreſs before Him the Devotion, Affec- 
tions, Diſpoſitions, and Deſires of the Heart, by ſig- 


« nificative and emblematical Actions.“ 


Aſp. This is the firſt Time, I ever heard of a /ymbolical 
Addreſs to GOD. Sacrifices were, if you pleaſe, a real 
F 2 Addrefs 
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Addreſs to GOD, attended with ſignificant Ceremonies, 
or expreſſive Symbols. % C3 at? 
They expreſſed, You ſay, the Devotion, Affections, 
«« Diſpoſitions, and Deſires of the Heart.” I rather 
think, they expreſſed the Guilt and the Faith of the 
Offerer.— His Guilt ; this ſeems to be intimated, by the 
very Names of the propitiatory Sacrifices. The Sin 
and the Sacrifice, the offending Action and the expiatory 
Rite, being ſignified by one and the ſame Word “. It 
is ſome what more than intimated, by the Occaſion of 
the Offering, and the State of the Offerer. Since it 
was only on Account of Guilt contracted, that piacular 
Oblations were made; and only from a. guilty Perſon, 
that they were required. His Faith ; or firm Relief, 
that; ceremonial Guilr, which ſhut Him out from the 
Communion of the viſible Church, and ſubjected Him 
to the Infliftion of temporal Judgments, was removed 
by theſe ; but that moral Guile, which defiles the Soul, 
and excludes from Heaven, ſhould be purged by /ome 
better Sacrifice than theſe f. In the Exerciſe of this Faith, 
Abel offered up a more acceptable Sacrifice than Cain; 
and without this, Faith, exerciſed in ſome Degree, it was 
impoſſible to pleaſe GOD. 153 | 
». Ther. If you diſlike this Account of Sacrifices, take 
another. Which, as well as the preceding, I have 
learned from an eminent Pen. © The . Prieſt made 
«Atonement for Sin, by ſacrificing a Beaſt, only as that 
was a Sign and Teſtimony of the Sacrificer's pure 
and upright Heart.” IO. 

Aſp. So then you would aſcribe all the Efficacy of 
Sacrifices, to the Purity and, Uprightneſs of the Sacri- 
cer. Whereas, I think, they had no Share at all in the 
Matter. The Types were effectual, only' by Virtue of 
their Connection with the great Sacrifice—ordained, in 
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* un denotes a Sin, and Sin-Offering. Lev, iv. 3, 24. Son 
ſignifies the Trepaſs, and the Treſpaſs-Offeriug. Lev. v. 15, 19. 
+ They /an#ified to the purifying of the Floß, Heb. ix. 13. Bu 
'could not make Him that did the Service perfect, as pertaining to the Con- 
" ſcience, Heb, ix. 9. | 
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the eternal Counſels of J EHO VA H—prepared, when 
the SON of the Moſt HIGH was made Fleſh— 
offered, when the bleſſed FESUS ſurrendered Himſelf, 
to be led as a Lamb to the Slaughter. They were ſo 
far from being independent on this divine Oblation, 
that they acted in perpetual Subſerviency to it, and de- 
rived all their Value from it. They were the Shadow, 
but the Body was CHRIST. And does not the former 
owe all its Exiſtence to the latter? | 

If Sacrifices were intended to beſpeak Integrity of 
Heart, methinks, the State of Imocency had been the 
propereſt Period, for their Inſtitution and Oblation. 
But this awful Ceremony had no Exiſtence, till Man 
was fallen, and Sin committed.—If intended to denote 
Purity of Heart, why ſhould Sacrifices be particularly 
injoined on that ſolemn Day, when Confeſſion was made 
of all the Sins*, of the whole Congregation ? An eddly 
concerted Device this ; in which the Tongue muſt con- 
tradict, what the Ceremony would recognize. 

How could it be proper, after the Violation of ſome 
Law, or the Negle# of ſome Ordinance, immediately 
to go and offer a Sacrifice ? What would be the Language 
of ſuch a Practice, as interpreted by your eminent Pen? 
« I have done wickedly, but my Heart is pure and up- 
« right.” Is this conſiſtent with the Spirit of Humility, 
of Modeſty, or of common Ingenuity? Is this the Way of 
giving Glory to GOD, or of taking Shame to ourſelves? 
— Whereas, let the Sacrifice be a typical Expiation, 
and this is the Significancy of the Action. LORD, 
« I confeſs myſelf guilty. Puniſhment and Death are 
« my Due. Let them fall, I beſeech Thee, on my 
Victim . That thy Juſtice being glorified, and thy 
% Law ſatisfied, thy Mercy may be honourably dif 
« played in my Forgiveneſs.” 


Lev. xvi. 21. f . 12371 
+ What ſays that Prodigy of oriental Learning, Bechart ? Hee 


eodem Ritu Iram Dei Peccator deprecabatur, eamgue immitti petebat in 
illins Victinæ Caput, quam ſus Loco ponebat, 


Hizxozo1c, Tom, I. Lib, ii. Cap. 54. 
F 3 Beſides, 
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Beſides, Tberon; What Likeneſs, what Agreement is 
there, between the Profeſſion of Integrity, and an Ani- 
mal mortally wounded ; wallowing in its own Blood ; 
and ſtruggling in the Agonies > Death ?— Whereas, 
between theſe dying Pangs, and the Puniſhment due to 
Sin, or the Sorrows ſuſtained by the crucified 8 A- 
VIOUR, there is an apparent, a ſtriking, and, in 
various Reſpects, an edifying Reſemblance. 

Ther. They declared, perhaps, the Sacrificer's Readi- 
neſs and Reſolution, to flay the Brute in Himſelf, and 
to lay down his Life in Adherence to GOD. Co 

Aſp. I don't remember, to have ſeen this aſſerted in 
the Bible ; neither have I met with any Hint, to coun- 
tenance ſuch an Interpretation. It ſeems, in ſome Caſes, 
to be incompatible with the very Nature of Things, and 
contrary to the expreſs Declarations of Scripture.— 
Doves, You know, Lambs, and Sheep, were offered in 
Sacrifice. But ſhall we ſlay the Lamb, the Dove, the 
Sheep in Ourſelves? So far from it, that CHRIS T's 
Diſciples are either deſcribed by theſe Creatures, or com- 
manded to imitate their Properties. Be ye harmleſs as 
ogg *, Peter, feed my Lambs f. My Sheep, bear my 

oice T. 

— ſing, however, that, on ſome Occaſions, this 
might = a ſubordinate Deſign, or a valuable Improve- 

ment of the ſacrificial Acts: yet their primary Intention, 

and ultimate End, were widely different. Were much 
more ſignificant of the divine Compaſſions, and much 
better adapted to the Comfort of Mankind. They 
were—An awful Indication, that Death was the Wages 
of Sin: At the ſame Time, a chearing Declaration, that 

GOD was pleaſed to accept the Death of the Animal, 
inſtead of the Sinner's : a figurative Repreſentation \ alſo 

* Matt. x. 16. + John xxĩ. 15. John x. 27. 

$ What ſays Milton, upon the Subject of Sacrifices, and with re. 

ference to their principal Deſign? He calls them, and very properly, 

a Religious Rites 

Of Sacrifice ; informing Men by Types 

And Shadows, of that d:ftin'd Serd to bruiſe 

The Serpent, by what means he ſhall achieve 
Mankind's Deliverance, h B. XII. 231. 


— 
2 


—Uä—ä—ãj — — * 
— — - = — 
— k — Em 5 

—ͤ — — 


— _ 
— — 


1 = 
— — n 
— — S * 


— —— 


4 
4A : 
l 
3 [ \ 
7 | " 
| 1 
: 
T's 
© A 4 
4 " 
0 
4 I'll 
- #8 
1 | 
Us 
\ ++. N 
i " 
+» 
= * [1 1 16 
i a 1 
\ 
* j 
o 1 
Find 4 
i) af 
4 fl 
4 4 5 
[ n 
d 4 
J 99 
14 
3 
4 | 
* þ i "4 
* 
*. "7 
| 4 
| [ 
F 
5 . F 
[ ' 
«1,037 "} 
on 
n 
| 
f 
'_ - 
5 , 
n l 9 
It . 
1 
4 1 14 
4 . J 
1, N 
1 
_— 
j i 
* 
? 
CE 
* +8 
0 1 
1 0 
» * 6, 
"mp 
» - + Fol 
* } : 
»* 7 
8 
U 11 
8 / 
þ 1 
* 
, J 
o , 
15 
„ 
1 * WH 
ſn 4 
*'F I 
* 4 '% 
„ „ 
U 
- 4,3; Bs 
» 
1 
" hy 1 & 
"7 "4 
PEN - 
* 8 
. 4 
1 
i 
me 1 
n 
' o 
. 

44 1. q 
r 
» Wk 
x 1 
. \ . 
1 % 
WR 

4 
* j 2 ; 
. 
, 7 } 
- of by . 
14 * ul 
1 4 1 5 
1 - 
PY 2 
U * 
4 4) „ 
9 "i. 
wy $4 
li o 
i T7 
| : 
'} . 
N br ö 
* 
1 [ 
© 
4 1 
BY 
1 
I . 
„ 3. 
1 wh 
. ö 
* 
* (kad N 
© a * » 
1 | 
i ' 
0 F 
17 + 
1M 
„ * fl 
1 PR 
s 4 
144 
5 110 , 
. q ' 
4 * Wi, 
' BY if 
R N 
94 " 4 
? ; 
fl 
\ , 
. 1 
EN |. 
1 
1 % 
A i * 
as 
{3 
1 
* 0 . 
* 3 
fy if 4 
f 
1 ' 
* Ub : 4 
e . 
* is 
324 of } 
_ 
14 U 
S} 4 ' 
0 
THT 
* 
i 
4478 
Wh 
iN 
73 7 
+ U 
. 
4M 
1 4 
pry 
I ; 
WH 
o 
Wt 
MM 
th. 
' 
1 
4 
mar 
4 
| 


of 


bg © 
— 


> = > = ——— = 
= = 


— = bf = 
== - = EE ned 
— 


c 


— —— 
= — 
=_ 2 = 
— — — 
_ 


DIALOGUE II. It 


of that illuſtrious PERSON, who was 10 bear the Sin of 
many, and pour out his Soul for Tranſgreſſors. | | 

Ther. Since Sacrifices were of a religious Nature, 
they ſhould not only be inſtructive and beneficial in their 
Tendency, but have their due Effects, with regard to 
GOD, to Sin, and to the Perſon who brought them. 

Ap. They had, in all theſe Inſtances, their due 
Effects with regard to GOD ; that his Juſtice might 
be magnified, and his Anger appeaſed—0 Sin; that its 
Demerit might be diſplayed, yet its Guilt be done away 
to the Perſon who brought them ; that he might receive 
Remiſſion of Sins, together with Peace and Joy in 
believing. 

Ther. There are ſo many Sorts of Sacrifices, appointed 
in the Jewiſh Rubric, that I am at a Loſs for a diſtin# 
26 Idea; unleſs ſome one be ſingled out, and ſeparately 
in conſidered. 


the Aſp. Among all the Sacrifices inſtituted by Moſes, 
T's none more circumſtantially typefied the bleſſed FESUS; 
* none more appoſitely expreſſed the Benefits of his Ob- 
as lation; than the Lamb ſlain at the Feaſt of the Paſſover, 
my and the Sin-offering on the Day of Atonement. 


: An Expoſitor, who cannot be miſtaken, has given 
his Us this Interpretation of the Paſchal Lamb; CHRIST 
ve- aur Paſſover is ſacrificed for Us *, Declaring hereby 


on, That 
ach * 1 Cor. v. 7. Would any One venture to ſay? Paul our Paſſomer is 
ach ſacrificed for Us. Vet this, I think, may be, or rather is in effect ſaid, 
hey by the Account which ſome Perſons give of C HR 1ST's Satisfaction: 
ges ſince Paul actually ſacrificed his Life, in Confirmation of the Truth, 
Hat and for the good of the Church. Phil. ii. 17.— The very Thought of 
a ſuch a blaſphemous Abſurdity, is too painful and offenſive for the 
al, ſerious Chriſtian to dwell upon. I would therefore divert his Atten- 


alſo tion to a more pleaſing Conſideration. Let Him obſerve the exquiſite 
Skill, which, here and every where, conducts the Zeal of our inſpired 
Writer, —The Odes of Pindar are celebrated for their ue Tranſitions ; 
which, though bold and ſurpriſing, are perfectly natural. We have, 
Ys in this Place, a very maſterly Stroke of the ſame Kind. The Apoſtle, 
ſpeaking of the inceſtuous Criminal, flides into his darling Topic, a 
crucified SAVIOUR. Who would have expected ſuch a Sentiment, 
on ſuch an Occaſion? Vet, when hu brought in, who does not ſee 
and admire, both the Propriety of 2 Application, and the Delicacy 
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That CHRIST is a real Sacrifice—That He was pre- 
figured, in this Capacity, by the Paſchal Lamb—That 
the Circumſtances, which diſtinguiſhed it, met in Him; 
and the Advantages, which reſulted from it, were pro- 
cured by Him: zhoſe, in their trueſt Import; theſe, in 
their largeſt Extent, —The Words of the Apoſtle ſpeak 
this Senſe, to the plaineſt ſimpleſt Reader. Whereas, 
to extort any other Signification from them, what Sub- 
tilty of Wit, and what Refinement, or rather Violence 
of Criticiſm, muſt be uſed ! 

The Paſchal Lamb was without Blemiſh. Such was 
the LAMB of GOD : free from all Taint of original 
Sin, and from every Spot of actual Tranſgreſſion.—A 
Lamb of the firſt Year, in all the Sprightlineſs and 
Floridity of Youth. CHRIST alſo laid down his Life, 
not when worn with Age, or debihtated with Sickneſs ; 
but in the very Prime of his Days; amidſt all the Bloom 
of Health, and all the Vigour of Manhood. That his 
Sacrifice might have every recommending Circumſtance, 
which could render it acceptable to GOD, and avail- 
able for Man. | | 

The Lamb was to be ſlain in ſuch a Manner, as might 
occaſion the moſt copious Effuſion of its Blood. And 


was not this very exactly fulfilled in our ſuffering SA- 


VIOUR? His Blood flowed out in vaſt Abundance, 


by the amazing Sweat in the Garden; by the rending 
Laſhes of the Scourge ; by the lacerating Points of the 


Thorns; by the dreadful Nails, which cleft his Hands 
and his Feet ; by the deadly Spear, which ripped open 
his Side, and cut its Way to his Heart. Though the 
Blood was to be ſo liberally ſpilt, à Bone of the Lamb 
Was not to be broken, And You cannot bur recollect, 
You cannot but admire, the wonderful Interpoſition of 
Providence, to accompliſh this emblematical Prediction. 
When the Soldiers had received a Command, to break 


of its Introduction. With the ſame eaſy and graceful Air, our 
ſacred Orator enters upon his Subject, Rom. i, 14, 15, 16, With no 
leſs Dexterity and Addreſs He urs to it, after a long but very 
uſeful Digreflion, Heb, vi, 20, compared with {b, v, 19, | 


the 
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the Legs of the three crucified Perſons; when they had 
actually broke the Legs of each Malefactor, which hung 
on the right Side of our LORD, and on the left; 
their Minds were over-ruled (by a divine Influence, no 
doubt) to ſpare the bleſſed 7 ESUS, and to leave all his 
Bones unhurt, untouched, | | * 

The lamb was to be killed before the whole Aſſembly ;' 
in the Preſence, either of the whole Congregation of 
Jrael, or elſe of that particular Society, which concurred 
in eating the Fleſh. And did not the whole Multitude 
of the Jews conſpire againſt our REDEEMER, to 
put Him to death ? Did they not all cry out, as with 
one Voice? Crucify Him] Crucify Him] Was He not 
executed, at one of their grand Feſtivals, and in the 
Sight of the whole aſſembled Nation ?—The Blood was 
not to be poured heedlefly upon the Ground, but re- 
ceived carefully into a Baſon; and ſprinkled with the 
utmoſt Punctuality. Sprinkled, not upon the Threſhold, 
but upon the Lintel and Door-peſts. In like Manner, 
the Blood of the heavenly LAMB, is not to be tram- 
pled under Foot, by a contemptuous Diſregard. It is 
the Treaſure of the Church, and the Medicine of Life. 
To be received therefore by an adoring Faith, and moſt 
thankfully applied to our Conſciences, our Converſation, 
our whole Man.—The Sprinkling of that Blood ſecured 
every 1ſ/raelitiſh Family, from the deſtroying Angel's 
Sword. So, the Merits of the ſlaughtered SAVIOUR *® 
ſcreen every believing Sinner, from the Stroke of offended 
Juſtice, and from the Pains of eternal Death. What 
mult have become of the Maelite, who, truſting to the 


* Both St. Peter and St. Paul ſpeak of The Blud of Sprinkling. 
1 Pet, i, 2, Heb. xii. 24. Intimating, by this remarkable Form of 
Speech, that the Death of CHRIST will be of »» Advantage to the 
Sinner, unleſs it be applied to his Heart. As the Blood of the Paſchal 
Lamb was no Protection to an 1/rae/ite, till it had tinged the Poſts of 
his Door. —1/aiah, uſing the ſame Phraſe, and alluding to the ſame 
Cuſtom, ſays of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, He ſhall ſprinkle 
many Nations, lii. 15, Not only initiate them into his Church by 
Baptiſm; hut alſo, by the Application of his Blood, fhall cleanſe 
them from their Guilt, and deliver them from the Wrath to come. 
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Uprightneſs of his Heart, ſhould neglect to make uſe 
of this divinely appointed Safeguard? He muſt inevi- 
tably have been puniſhed with the Death of his Firſt- 
born. Equally certain, but infinitely more dreadful, 
will be bis Condemnation ; who, before the Omniſcient 
JUDGE, ſhall preſume to plead his own Integrity, 
or confide in his own Repentance, and reject the Atone- 
ment of the dying FESUS. 

Ther. Now, if You pleaſe, for the Sin-offering * ; 
which ſeems to have been the moſt eminent Sacrifice 
of them all. | 

Aſp. It was the moſt compreben/ive ; becauſe it ſhadowed 
forth, not only the Death of CHRIST, but his Reſur- 
rection from the Dead, and his Aſcenſion into Heaven. 
As the various Actions of ſome illuftrious Perſonage, 
which cannot be exhibited by the Painter in a ſingle 
Draught, are diſplayed in ſeveral Compartments; yet all 
conſtitute one and the fame grand hiſtorical Picture. 
So, theſe glorious Events, incapable of being repre- 
ſented by any /mgle Animal, were typefied by -e Kids 
of the Goats : which nevertheleſs were reputed, but as 


one 1 Offering. = 
| e 


* For the Circumſtances relating to the Siz-2fering, the Reader 
will conſult Lev. xvi.—For thoſe which concern the Paſchal Lamb, 
He will have recourſe to Exod. xii. 

+ How runs the divine Command? He (the High-Prieft) all take 
of the Congregation two Kids of the Goats for a Sin-offering, Lev. xvi. 5. 
Are not > e two Kids ſtyled, in the ſingular Number and collective 
Senſe, ax Offering . That We might not miſtake, GOD is pleaſed 
to add; And one Rom for a Burnt-offering. Here He particularly 
mentions oze; to inform Us, that the one Ram in this Inſtitution, 
and the two Goats in the preceding, were to come under the ſame 
general Denomination, A Offering, To render his Meaning ſtill 
more apparent; the LORD, contrary to his own Rule in all other 
Caſes, orders the High- Pricit to /ay his Hands upon the Head of the 
Scape-Goat, not upon the Head of the Goat devoted to Death. He 
divides the neceſſary Circumſtances of a Sacrifice between them Soth. 
To intimate, in the cleareſt Manner, that neither the One nor the 
Other /eparate, but both taken together, were the one ſacrificial Obla- 
tion, appointed for this diſtinguiſhed Solemnity. | 
If this be true, I think, the Paſſage is a pretty conſiderable Proof, 
That Atonement was made by ſuffering vicarious Puniſhment ; notwith- 

ſtanding 
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Theſe Goats were brought to the Door of the Taber- 
nacle, and there preſented before the LORD. CHRIST 
alſo preſented Himſelf before GOD, when He went up 
to Jeruſalem, that all Things written by the Prophets. con- 
cerning Him might be accompliſhed *, — The Goat, on which 
the LORD's Lot fell, was devoted to Death. CHRIST 
alſo, being delivered by the determinate Counſel and Fore- 
knowledge of GOD F, was crucified and ſlain. —The 
Body was burnt without the Camp. Which pointed at 
the very Place, and pictured out the very Nature, of 
our LOR D's Sufferings. For He ſuffered without the 
Cale : was there expoſed to the Rage of Men, and 
the Wrath of GOD; under the moſt exquiſite Pains 
of Body, and the moſt inſupportable Agonies of Soul. 
All ſignificantly typefied, by the Flame of a devouring 
Fire. Than which nothing is more fierce, nothing more 
penetrating, or more ſeverely tormenting. 

As the Animal which was ſlaughtered, ſhewed forth 
the REDEEMER dying for our Sins; that which 
eſcaped, prefigured the ſame. SAVIOUR, riſing again 
for our Juſtification. —T he High-Prieft put his Hands 
upon the Head of the Scape-Goat, and with great So- 
lemnity, confeſſed the Sins of the whole Congregation. 
The Import of this Ceremony is expreſiy declared in 
the ſacred Canon; The Goat ſhall bear upon Him their 
Iniquity |. It is moſt comfortably explained by the Pro- 
phet, The LORD laid on H I M the Iniquity of Us all &; 
and moſt delightfully confirmed by the Apoſtle, He 
Himſelf bere our Sins in his own Body on the Tree **, 


ſtanding what has been urged againſt it, from the tenth Verſe of the 

Chapter,—Should We require human Authority for the Support of 
this Interpretation, one of the greateſt human Authorities may be 
ſeen in the celebrated WVitfus: Utergue Hircus pertinebat ad unum Sn. 
erificium pro Peccato, Haſtiæ unins loco, Uterque erat Pecus piacularis, 
_ Iſraeli Peccatori, ejuſyue Peccatum ferens, De Oecon. Lib. IV, 

P · Vl, 

* Luke xviii. 31. + Acts ii. 23, f Heb. xiii. 12. 

It is obſervable, that whereas the Scape-Goat is ſaid to bear N. 
the Sins of //rael, Lev. xvi. 22. the very ſame Phraſe is applied to 
CHRIST, Iſai. liii, 12. 

4 Ifai, liii, 6, 90 1 Pet. ii. 24. | 
Confeſſion 


6: DIALOGUE II. 


Confeſſion being made, the Goat was diſmiſſed into 
42 Land net inhabited: a Place ſeparated from all Reſort 
of Men: where he was never likely to be found any 
more, To teach Us, That our Offences, having been 
expiated by the bleeding FESUS, are entirely done 
away ;\ ſhall never riſe up in Judgment againſt Us; but, 
according to the Prophecy of Jeremiah, When the Ini- 
quity of Vrael ſball be ſought for, there ſhall be none; and 
the Sins of Fudah, they ſhall not be found . It is far- 
ther enjoined, That Aaron ſhall confeſs all the Iniquities 
of the Children of Iſrael, and all their Tranſgreſſions, in all 
their Sins. Iniquities, Tranſgreſſions, Sins, are particu- 
larized ; and, to this Cluſter of Expreſſions, the Word 
all is added. To inform Us, that the leaſt Sins need 
the Atonement of CHRIS T's Death; to aſſure Us, 
that the greateſt Sins are not beyond the Compaſs of its 
Efficacy; and that all Sins, be they ever ſo heinous, or 

ever ſo numerous, are forgiven to the true Believer. 

The High-Prieſt-carried the Blood of the Victim 
into the ſecond Tabernacle, even within the Veil. So 
CHRIST entered with his own Blood, not into the Holy 
Places made with Hands, but into Heaven itſelf f. —T he 
Blood was ſprinkled upon the Mercy-ſcat, before the 
Mercy-ſeat; and left in the Holy of Holies, that it 
might always remain before the LORD. And does 
not CHRIST always appear in the Preſence of GOD 
for Us? Does He not ever live to make Interceſſion for 
Us? To plead his all- ſufficient Propitiation in our Be- 

half? That the Benefits procured thereby, may be com- 
municated, may be ratified, and perpetuated to his 

People ? 


= FRE - Rd 1 1 SF" = 
15 es \ 
— 


— - nd > - _ o 
wy 5 IX. I = COT 
. — _— —_— — 
c z - « 1 — — 3 - 
- - - a - 


- 
* 
2 Sr 


ON 
my 
wh 
1 
4 N 
4 
ml 
av 
of 
*. 


= = - _ 
— - 57. . 
o UU— - * 


— 


= (SP 6» = 
= — 2 Ie SN _— = "T5 = — 
hee? 7 4 : La hops Zs. ASE”: * TY —— ot 2 2 
"= gy = OO Pon WE . —_— 
: 1 * *® * S x > « : — 


e 


Ther. The Scripture aſcribes theſe Benefits, to Re- 
pentance and Reformation of Life, Qualifications of 
our own; not to any ſuch Cauſe, as a vicarious Sacri- 


fice; where the Ment muſt neceſſarily ſubſiſt in another. 
What ſays the Apoſtle Peter, when He had juſt received 


fer. I. 20. 4 Heb. ix, 24. 
his 
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his Inſtructions from the HOLY] GHOST? Repent 
and be ;converted, not look upon an Atonement, or de- 
pend upon a Propitiation, that E * hg be . 
out. 

Ap. 'Tis true, the Benefits of the new y Son. — are 
promiſed to Penirents, as their happy Portion; but ne- 
ver aſſigned to their Repentance, as the procuri 
Cauſe. Never to their Repentance, but to the Blood 
of the great HIGH PRIEST, called therefore 'The 
Blood of the everlaſting Covenant +: being the Condition 
ſtipulated in it, required by it, and in Conſequence of 
which, all its unſpeakable Privileges are beſtowed. 

Beſides; the Qualifications You ſuppoſe, are the 
Gift of the LORD. We are not able to exerciſe, 
til CHRIST, who is exalted for this very Purpoſe, 
gives Repentance t.—A Converſion to GOD, and a 
Newneſs of Life, are not the Effect of human Abili- 
ties, but the Work of the Divine SPIRIT, and the 
Fruit of the REDEEMER's Death. Excluſive of 
this Death, there had been no ſuch Thing, as a' repent- 
ing Sinner, or a renewed Soul. — The Merit of this 
Death, opens the Heaven of Heavens, and all its in- 
exhauſtib Stores. By this Death, by this alone; We 
have the Enjoyment of Grace, and the ' Hope of 
Glory. 

Ther. 'You begin to be in Raptures, Ipeſto 4 | 
. Excuſe me, Theron. It is not eaſy to repreſs the 
Sallies of Delight and Devotion, when we muſe upon 
fuch Wonders of Loving-Kindneſs; when We are 
touched with a Senſe of ſuch immenſely rich Benefits. 
A great HIGH-PRIEST! Who is higher thax 
the Heavens |; yet humbled Himſelf to Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs !—Who is conſecrated for ever- 


wore &; and pleads all his Merit, improves all his In- 


fluence; ure our conſummate Felicity =P 


0 Ads i iii. 19. + Heb. xiii. 0. f Acts v. 37. 
| Heb, vii. 26. $ Heb. vii. 28. 


«- f | What 
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What Heart of Stone but glows at Thoughts like Theſe? 
Such Contemplations mount Us, and ſhould mount 
The Mind fill higher ; nor ever glance in Man 
Unraptur'd, uninflam'd *. N | 


But I check myſelf; and will either reply to your 
Odjections, or liſten to your Sentiments. Liſten as 
attentively, as You Yourſelf attend to the Mube of 
that ri l l- tongued Thruſh. 

Ther. Its ſweet nated Tags: eminent even in 
the Symphony of Spring, have indeed attracted my 
Ears. But my Mind is diſengaged, and free for your 
Coverſation. - 

Aſp. 1 can- repeat a Song, ſweeter far than this, or all 
the Melody of the Woodland Choirs. A Song, which 
has Harmony enough, to make the Brow o Melan- 
choly wear a Smile, or to ſooth away the Sorrows of 
Death itſelf. Ibo ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of 
GOD's Ele? It is GOD. that juſtifieth. Who is He 
that condemneth It is CHRIST that died; yea rather, 
that is riſen 2 who. is even at the Right-hand of 
GOD ;' who alſo maketh Interceſſion for Us f.—Accord- 
ing to my Friend's Principles, the Strain of this tri- 
umphant Exclamation was ill-judged, and ſhould have 
run in the following Manner: Who ſhall lay any 
thing to our Charge? We have endeavoured to pre- 
« ſerve a Rectitude of Diſpoſition, and to perſift in a 
« laudable Courſe of Action. Wherever we failed, 
« We have been ſorry for the Fault, and have implored 
« Pardon from the Divine MAJESTY. What then 
« ſhall diſmay Us? Or who ſhall condemn Us?“ 
Your Topics of Conſolation would be complete, with- 
out having Recourſe to the Death of CHRISY, as an 
Atonement for Sin; or to the Reſurrection of CHR IST, 
as an Evidence that the Atonement is accepted ; or to 
the Interceſſion of CHRIST, as the Cauſe of our 
Intereſt in that tranſcendant Bleſſing, 


* Night. Thoughts, No Iv. + Rom, viii. 33, 34. 
ö Ther. 
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Ther. Since You fo frequently mention, and fo ear- 
neſtly inſiſt upon Atonement, I ſhould be glad to know 
the preciſe Signification of the Word. I am told, the 
original Phraſe has nothing to do with the Idea of mak- 
ing Satisfaction. fb RE Abend, 
Aſp. We may learn the preciſe Signification of 
Atonement, by conſidering the Means; the Effect; and 
the Manner, whereby the Means accompliſh the Ef- 
fect.— The Efe# of Atonement, is Pardon— The 
Means of obtaining it, are the Sacrifice and Dearth of 
CHRIS T The Way or Manner, whereby the Death 
of CHRIST becomes efficacious for this bleffed Pur-- 
poſe, is the ſovereign Appointment of his FATHER; 
the infinite Dignity of his Perſon ; and eſpecially the 
vicarious Nature of his Sufferings, or their being undet- 
gone in the Stead of Sinners. TS EOS 
Der. It has been ſuppoſed, and is affirmed too, that 
our SAVIOUR's Obedience and Death were con- 
ducive to our Redemption, only in Virtue of His FA- 
THER's Will and Appointment. Sat 
Ap. I am glad it is ſore Other, and not my Theres, 
who efpouſes this Opinion. Which is highly injurious 
to the Dignity of our REDEEMER's Perſon, and to 
the Merit of his Obedience.—Neither is it very honour- 
able to the Wiſdom of the FATHER; unleſs We 
ſuppoſe Him therefore to have appointed the Death of 
CHRIST, becauſe He knew it would be à plenary Sa- 
tisfaction; fully ſufficient for the glorious Purpoſe. 
And why ſhould We uſe that weak inadequate Ex- 
pteſſion, conducive to our Redemption? Would any One 
fay, of the © holy and beautiful Houſe” Which Solomon 
buile, That it was conducive to the Accompliſhment of 
what Moſes foretold“? David's Proviſion of Stones, 
of Timber, and of Gold f, was, if You pleaſe, con- 
ducive to it. But Solomon's Act was perfe#ive of it; 
was the very Execution of the Thing itſelf. Such are 
the Obedience and Death of CHRIST, with Reſpect 


to our Redemption. 


* Exod. xv. 17. + 1 Chron, xxix. 2. 


Ther, 
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to enquire into its true Meaning. 


ceives every Shock, and ſuſtains all Damages, which 
would otherwiſe fall upon the Thing covered. The 
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Tables of the Law; whoſe Precepts We have violated, 


o DIALOGUE, in. | 
Wer. But we forget the original Word, and neglect 


© * % 


Asp. The Word, which we tranſlate Atonement, im- 
plies, in its ede the Notion of Cover- 
ing. Thus the Ark was covered“, was overlaid with 
Pitch, within and without : that all. its Chinks might be 
ſecured, againſt, the inſinuating Force of the Water; 
and all its Timber defended, from the Injuries of the 
liquid Element. When an Object, in this or any other 
Manner, is covered over for Safety; the Covering re- 


Image, | therefore; is very pertinently uſed, to expreſs 
the true evangelical Nature of Atonement; and the 
Word is uſed, with equal Propriety, to deſcribe the 
Mercy-ſeat f. Which was a coſtly. Covering for the 
Ark, made of pure Gold, and exactly commenſurate 
to that ſacred Repoſitory. In this were lodged the 


and to whoſe Curſe We were ſ ubject. Conſequently the 
Mercy- ſeat, both by its Situation, its Extent, and its 
Office, prefigured the REDEEMER. Who, all 

ure and ſpotleſs, intervenes between the Law and the 
Dfcoder ; fulfils the Commands, and ſuſtains the Curſe 


: 
o 


of the former; merits Pardon, and procures Salvation 
r MM e . 
_. Obſerve ſome delicate Flower. Having entertained 
our Eye with one beautiful Colour, it ſuddenly breaks, 
or gradually ſoftens into another, and gives Us à re- 
newed Pleaſure. Such, methinks, is the Import of 
this delightful Word. Beſides the preceding Significa- 
tion, it is expreſſive of Hoar fraſt f. Which, in a ſe- 
+ f * rene, 
* Thou ſhalt beſmear, cover, or overlay, Gen. vi. 14. This 
is the firſt Place, in which our Word occurs. It is ſuppoſed to give 
Us the genuine and native Senſe of the Phraſe—Perhaps, the Engl; 
Expreſſion, cover, may be derived from the Participle u copher, 
D Exod. xxv. 17. | | 
t me Pfal. cxlviii. 16. The Idea deduced from Hoar-froft, is not 


ſo exact and ſtriking, in our northern Clime, as in the more ſouthern 
Regions, 


me. Js a. cad Wo way * 


' 


rene, but ſharp wintry Morning, covers the Houſes 3 
covers the Trees; covers the whole Face of the Earth. 
So, the Blood of JESUS, according to the Pſalmiſt's 
Repreſentation, covers * all our Guilt, and hides every 
Offence. Inſomuch that, when this Blood is applied by 
the Divine SPIRIT, the LORD /ees no Iniguity in 


the Sinner, though his Conduct has been ever fo crimi- 
nal ; nor abhors the Sinner, though his Perſon has been 
ever ſo polluted. _ 

The ſame Expreſſion is uſed with reference to a Co- 
venant, and ſignifies the Abolition of the Contract . 
Which was'done by cancelling the Deed ; expunging 
the Articles of Stipulation, or reducing them to one in- 
tire Blot, By the Covenant of Works, all Mankind 
became obnoxious to Condemnation ; were bound over 
to Death. By the Grace of CHRIST, our Obligation 
to Puniſhment is diſannulled, and the Hand- writing of 
Condemnation is blotted out. — Should You aſk, How 
this is effected? By paying a Ranſom, and offering a 
Sacrifice.—Should You farther enquire, Of what this 
Ranſom and this Sacrifice conſiſted ? Of nothing leſs 
than the precious Blood ||, the ineſtimable Life 8, the 
divinely magnificent Perſon of CHRIST. 


Hoar-froſt muſt fall thicker, lie deeper, and more fully correſpond 
with the Notion of Covering. 1 


* Pfal. Xxxii. 1. + Numb. xxiii. 21. 

t Vai. xxviii. 18. 1Þ2 adolebitur. Proprie ſomat, oblinerur, obliter« 
abitur. Eft enim \p2 Hebræis proprie quid obducere, atque inde (cum ob 
ducta & oblita - diſpareant) delere, abolerr. Thus, I apprehend, the 
Words ſhould be pointed. According to the preſent Punctuation, at 


laditur hoc loco ad Faxdera Scripto comprehenſa, quæ abolentur & irrita 
2. „ Scriptura inducatur, cancellatur, antipuetur, obliteretur. VIr TIRO. 
ix 


|| Not by the Bel of Goats and Calvei, but by bis own Bled. Heb. 
ix. 12, 

y The Son of Man came to give his Life a Ranſom for many, Mark 
1. . hop 1 

4 Who through the eternal SPIRIT offered Himſelf awithout Spot to 
COD, Heb. ix. 14. 
; Vor, I. G Ther. 
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Jacob f. He acts, as if He ſaw none; neither puniſnes 


Regions, There, the Exhalations and Dews beidg more copious, dd 


leaſt in my Edition, I can make out neither Syntax nor Senſe. A 


0 
s 


* » & + 
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Ther. Theſe then are the capital Ideas included in the 
original Word, a Covering by Way of Defence ; a Co. 
yering by Way of Concealment ; and a Blotting, in order 
to cancel. ä 5 | 

Aſp. They are, Theron. — As the Brain (the Source of 
Senſation) ſends out various Detachments of Nerves, 
to animate and actuate all the Parts of the vital Syſtem : 
So, this capital Idea, the Idea of Atonement, branches 
itſelf into a Variety of ſubordinate, yet ſimilar Signifi- 
cations. Which run through the whole Oeconomy of 
the Goſpel, to enliven and quicken the Spirit of a Be- 
liever. Let me inſtance in a few Particulars. This 
richly ſignificant Word denotes—The Exerciſe of divine 
Mercy *—The Pardon of Sin -A Cleanſing from 


_ Guilt 4 Purging from Tranſgreſſion $—Reconclliation 


for Iniquity |—The Pacifying of Wrath *. Do not 
theſe Paſſages (each expreſſed by ſome Branch of the 
Verb, which conveys to Us the Idea of atoning) plainly 
intimate That the Atonement of CHRIST is the me- 
ritorious Cauſe of all theſe deſirable Effects; is the 
Penne on of every Act of divine Goodneſs; and of 
every Bleſſing vouchſafed to Sinners? 

Ther. After all, this is the Conſideration, which prin- 
cipally offends and perplexes me—GOD is a Spirit; 
an abſolutely perfect and infinitely pure Being; remote, 
inconceivably remote, from whatever is groſs or cor- 
poreal. How then can He take pleaſure, in the Effuſion 
of Blood, or the Burning of Fleſh ? How can any ſuch 
low carnal Inducements, make Him merciful to Sinners; 
or appeale, what You call, his Wrath ?— | 

Aſp. Rather, what the Scriptures call his Wrath.— 
You miſtake our Doctrine, my dear Theron, We never 
maintain, that any Sacrifice whatever, not even the 
Propitiation of CHRIS T's Death, was intended to 
make GOD merciful. Only to make way for his eternal 


x. Dent. xxxii. 43. 1 Deut. Xxi. 8. 2 Chron. xxx. 18. 
1 Numb. XXXV. 33. »$ Pal, Ixv 3. | Dan. ix, 24. Exek. 
. 0th g. 


6 N Purpoſes 
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Purpoſes of Mercy“, without any Prejudice either to 
the Demands of his Law, or the Rights of his Juſtice, 
Our Sentiments on this Head, are exactly conſonant 
to his own Declaration, and to his own Procedure, in the 
Caſe of Job's calumniating Friends F Though , diſ- 

leaſed with their Conduct, He was merciful to their 
Dering. Nevertheleſs, He would not exerciſe that 
Mercy, till they had firſt offered a Sacrifice, and ated 
Faith in adying SAVIOUR. | 

Neither is it ever 1 wo That the infinitely wiſe - 
and pure GOP, can take Pleaſure in the Effuſion of 
Blood, or the Burning of Fleſh, imply conſidered. This 
is diſclaimed by the HOLY GHOST; Burnt- 
offerings and Offering for Sin Thou wouldeſt not, neither 
hadſft Pleaſure therein. The LORD had no Regard 
to them; took no Complacency in them; only as they 
bore a Reference to that noble and ineſtimable Sacri- 
fice, which brings the higheſt Honour to his Name; 
which thoſe ſlaughtered Animals exhibited in a Fi- 
gure 2 and to which every true Mraelite had a believing 
Regard. | 

Toy, had 4 believing Regard. For, it is affirmed by 
the Author to the Hebrews, That the Goſpel was 
preached to the I/raelites in the Wilderneſs ꝓ.— I bat 
does He mean by the Goſpel ? The very Eſſence of this 
benevolent Scheme, according to the Apoſtle's own De- 
finition, is, That CHRIST died for our Sins F. How 
was this Goſpel preached to our Fathers in the Wilder- 
neſs ? It was preached to their Eyes, by many expreſſive 
Emblems ; eſpecially, by flaughtered Animals, and 
bleeding Victims. By which CHRIST was almoſt 
continually, though not ſo evidently as in theſe latter 
Times, /et forth crucified | for Sinners, 


* B32) mn RW Pſal. Ixxviii. 38. Which, exactly tranſlated 
ſpeaks to this Effet, HE, being full of Compaſſion, forgave their Sing 
through an Atonement, Being full of Compaſſion, here is the firſt im 
five Cauſe—rhrough an Atonement, this is the proper appointed Way 
—of granting Forgiveneſs. | mo” 

1 See Job xlii, 7, 8. 1 Heb. iv. 2. 5 1 Cor, xv. 3. | Gal, ki. 1, 
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In this Senſe alone, thoſe carnal Uſages were worthy 
the Wiſdom of GOD to appoint, and the Majeſty of 
GOD to accept.—This gave them a peculiar Dignity 
and Importance; and ſet them far above all the ſimilar 
Obſervances, uſed in the Heathen Worſhip. —They 
were alſo, when thus explained, thus improved, ex- 
tremely profitable to Believers ; as they directed their 
Contemplation to the future Sufferings of a SA- 
VIOUR *, and ratified to their Faith the Benefits of 
his ever-operating Sacrifice. Which, We are aſſured by 
an infallible Voice, was e ffectual for the Redemption of the 
Tranſgreſſions under the firſt Covenant f. 

Ther. So You apprehend, that, in thoſe U ſages, prac- 
tiſed by the antient Jews, the Goipel was emblematically 
preached, and CHRIST in à Figure exhibited. 

Aſp. Moſt certainly, Theron. And for this Cauſe, un- 
der the Law, almoſt all Things were purged with Blood J. 
The Multiplicity, the Variety, the Conſtancy of their 


* See Iſai. liii. Luke xxiv. 25, 26. Acts xvii. 3. 

+ Heb. ix. 15. When I reflect on theſe Words, I wonder how any 
One can aſſert, That all the Jeu died under the Curſe of the Law,— 
Died under the Curſe of the Law ! Even though the Apoſtle has war. 
ranted it for a Truth, That 4 theſe (meaning Abraham, Sarah, 
Jaac, Jacob, &c.) died in Faith, Heb. xi. 13.—Even though He 
has elſewhere laid it down as a Maxim, So then they which are 0 
Faith, in whatever Period of Time they live, or under whatever Diſ- 
penſation of Religion they worſhip, are bleſſed with faithful Abraham. 
Gal. iii. 9,—Even though the Pſalmiſt in one Place, affirms, Bled 
are they whoſe Unrighteouſneſſes are forgiven, and whoſe Sin is covered. 
And, in another Place, declares concerning Himſelf and his pious 
Cotemporaries ; Look how wide the Eaſt is from the Weſt ! So far hath 
He ſet our Sins from Us, Pſalm xxxii. 1. Pſalm ciii. 12. 

From theſe and many other Texts, I think, it is evident, That the 
faithful Jews no more died under the Curſe of the Law, than the 
faithful Chriftians, The Death of CHRIST procured the Pardon 
and Acceptance of Sinners, even before He came in the Fleſh, From 
the Beginning, He had covenanted with the FATHER, as their 
MEDIATOR: and GOD, to whom all Things are preſent, ſaw 
the certain Accompliſhment of his Undertaking. He was therefore, 
by Virtue of the divine Decree, and in Point of ſaving Efficacy, 
A LAMB ain from the Foundation of the World, Thaugh He laid 
down his Life in the Reign of Tiberius, Ho wasa real REDEEMER 
in all Ages. | 

+ Heb, ix. 22. ; 
Sacrifices, 
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Sacrifices, were all deſigned to impreſs upon their 
Minds, and familiarize to their Thoughts, this great 
evangelical Truth. — Was any One overtaken. by a 
Fault? He muſt preſent a Victim, and the Prieſt muſt 
ſlay it, by Way of Treſpaſs-offering. To ſignify, that 
the Guilt which was contracted, could be done away 
only by the atoning Death of CHRIST.—Had any 
One received a ſignal Bleſſing? A Beaſt was flain by 
way of Peace-offering ; as a public Expreſſion of Grati- 
tude for the Mercy, and alſo as an emphatical Declara- 
tion, that all Good vouchſafed to fallen Man, is owing 
to the REDEEMER's Ranſom. —Was any One to 
be inveſted with the prie/tly Office, or admitted to mi- 
niſter in the Sanctuary? A Ram or a Bullock muſt 
bleed, for the Purpoſes of Conſecration and Atone- 
ment*, In order to teſtify, that no Man can officiate 
with Acceptance in the Worſhip of GOD: that no 
Service, though of a religious Kind, can be pleaſing 
in his Sight; zi] the former is intereſted in the Merits, 
unleſs the latter is recommended by the Death, of the 
great HIG H-PRIEST. 

And not only by their folemn ſacrificial Acts, but 
even by their ordinary Meals, this grand Leſſon was 
inculcated. They were forbidden to eat the Blood, in 
order to awaken and preſerve in their Conſciences, a 
feverential and fiducial Regard to the precious Blood 
of CHRIST. The HOLY GHOST, aſſigning a 
Reaſon for this ſacred Prohibition, ſays expreſly, Becauſe - 
the Blood maketh an Atonement for Your Souls f : the Blood 
of Beaſts typically, the Blood of CHRIST effectually. 
—O ! that Cbriſtians would, in this Particular, learn of 
Jews, Learn, at leaſt, from Jewiſh Ordinances, to 
have their Attention inceſſantly fixed on that Divine 
HIGH-PRIEST; who, 4% one Offering, hath per- 
fected for ever—not barely © conduced or contributed 
e to the Work,” but fully accompliſhed it. Hath ob- 
tained compleat and everlaſting Redemption for them 


that are ſanttified . 


Lex. viii, 22. Numb, viii. 12. + Lev,xvii.11. 1 Heb. x. 14. 
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ber. Some Offerings were made without any Effuſion 
of Blood. What could thoſe: mean? Or how could 
they. typefy the Sacrifice of CHRIST? 

Aſp. Perhaps, the Apoſtle might foreſee ſuch an Ob- 
jection, when He made uſe of that guarded Expreſſion, 
almeft all Things were purged with Blood;—If, in theſe 
Caſes, there was no Effuſion of Blood, yet there was a 
Deſtruction of the Subſtance. The Meat -offerings were 
conſumed by Fire. Which is much the ſame to inani- 
mate Things, as ſhedding of the Blood is to living 
Creatures. The ſame Effect is aſcribed to theſe Ob- 
lations, as to thoſe of the ſanguinary Kind. It is ex- 
preſly declared of the poor Man's Sin-effering, which 
conſiſted of fine Flour, and was burnt upon the Altar, 
I ſhall make an Atonement for Him*.—So that Here alſo 
was, what We may truly call a v, Prediction of 
CHRIST. The Offerings which flamed, as well as 
the Victims which bled, ſhewed forth our dying LORD, 
Whoſe © one Oblation of Himſelf once offered, com- 
priſed all the Qualities, and realized the whole Efficacy, 
repreſented by every other Sacrifice F, 

. Ther. Another odd Circumſtance has often given 'me 
Puguſ, and been apt to prejudice me againſt the In- 
ſtitutions of the Old Teftament. Many of them appear 
mean, contemptible, and perfectly puerile, t Can theſe, 
&« T have faid within myſelf, be ordained by a GOD 
* of infinite Wiſdom, and tranſcendent Glory? Can 
* We reaſonably imagine, that a Mandate ſhould be 
ce iſſued from the Court of Heaven, on purpoſe to 
* forbid the Boiling, and injoin the Roaſting Þ, of ſome 
& particular Piece of Meat? Will the great RULER 
te of the Skies, concern Himſelf about the preeiſe Man- 
« ner of killing one inſignificant Bird, and releaſing 
« another $ ?—Will He, who claims the Worſhip of 


„Ley, v. 11, 12, 13. 


+ For this Reaſon, it is thought, the Apoſtle ſtyles the Sacrifice 


of CHRIST, wpurloos Juaray, Better Sacrifices, Becauſe, this one 
Sacrifice comprehended the whole Virtue, and procured every Benefit 
fignified by all the other. Heb, ix. 23. JAY 

1 Exod, xii, 9, Lev, xiv. 4, 5, 6, 7. 
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« the Heart, have ſuch an eſpecial Regard to a Drop 
« or two of deſpicable Blood, put upon the Jip of the 
« Right-ear, or the Thumb of the Right-hand * ? 
« Surely, ſuch childiſh Ceremonies are too minute and 
« trivial for the Notice, much more for the ſolemn 
« Appointment, of the ſupreme MAJESTY.” 
Ap. You will pleaſe to remember, that, when thoſe 
Ceremonies were ordained, it was the Tyfancy +, at leaſt 
the Minority of the Church. If We advert to this 
Circumſtance, We ſhall have Reaſon to admire, both 
the all-comprehending Wiſdom, and the no lefs con- 
deſcending Goodneſs, of JEHO VAH.— His all-com- 
prebending Wiſdom, in conforming, ſo accurately and ſo 
minutely, the Type to the Event. Though the former 
was eſtabliſhed long, long before the latter exiſted. Many 
Ages before the Defire of Nations appeared, his Picture 
was drawn; was prefented to public View; and is now 
found to correſpond, in every — with the illuſtrious 
Original. What Hand could be equal to ſuch a Taſk ? 
Only the Hand of an Omniſcient LIM NE R.— Hi: 
condeſcending Goodneſs, in adapting the Tenour of his 
Revelation' to the State of his People ; ſpeaking unto 
them, even as unto Babes F. Not by naked Precepts, or 
abſtracted Truths; but by earthly Similitudes $, 15 
2 
* Exod. xxix. 20. | 
+ St. Paul calls the Church of thoſe Times ms., An Infmmt, or 
Babe, Gal. iv. 1, 3- And the ceremonial Inſtitutions have been 
1. with as much Truth as Ingenuity, Evangelium elimentare & 
Yenummmare, 
J t 1 Cor. ii. 1. | 
This ſeems to be our LORD's Meaning, when He fays to Nice. 
dimm, If have told you earthly Things, He had been treating of 
that internal ſpiritual Rexovation, which is the Root and Spring of all 
Holineſs. He had been ſpeaking of that Divine SPIRIT, whoſe 
— and almighty Agency produces this deſirable 8 The 
ature of the former was repreſented, under the Similitude of « Birth; 
by which We enter upon a new State, and habituate Ourſelves to 
new Practices, Pleaſures, Purſuits. The Operations of the latter 
were deſcribed by the common and well. xnown Properties of the Wind. 
— This He mentions as a plain and familiar Method of teaching: this 


He oppaſes to the mare — Strain of telling Him heavenly Things ; 
4 or 
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(if I may fo expreſs myſelf) by embodied Inſtructions. 
Such as were level to their low Capacities, and calcu. 
lated to affect their dull Apprehenſions. 

The Inſtitutions to which You allude, were un- 
doubtedly mean and trifling, if conſidered in themſelves, 
Accordingly, their majeſtic AUT HOR-+ cautions his 
People, againſt ſuch erroneous and unworthy Notions, 
& T pate not unto your Fathers, nor commanded them, in 
« the Day that I brought them out of the Land of Egypt, 
cc concerning Burnt-offerings or Sacrifices *, It was not 
© my Deſign, that they ſhould acquieſce in the Shadow, 
tc and neglect the Subſtance. I never intended, that 
« they ſhould reſt in the Porch; but paſs through 
« theſe inferior Ordinances, to much ſublimer Things, 
«© CHRIST and ſpiritual Bleſſings were principally in 
« my View. To which all the Meſaical Uſages were 
cc relative, ſubſervient, and one continued Mandduction.“ 
—Conſidered in this Light; as bearing a Reference to 
the ever-bleſſed MEDIATOR; as Emblems of his 
Perſon, or Pledges of his Grace; they acquire a real 
Magnificence, and convey the moſt ſalutary Leſſons. 

T he Blood put upon the Tip of the Right-Ear, and 
the Thumb of the Right-Hand, denotes our perſonal 
Application of the Death of CHRIST. Without which 
all its Virtue, though boundleſs and inconceivable, will 
profit Us nothing. Thoſe particular Parts of the Body, 
may ſignify the perceptive and executive Faculties : in 
both which We- offend, and for both which We need 
the great Propitiation.ä— Of the two Birds You men- 
tion, one was to be Killed, the other was to fly away, 
after it had been dipped in the Blood of its Fellow. 
Thus the LORD FESUS was ſlain for our Sins: 
and We being waſhed in his Blood; being intereſted 
in the Atonement of our holy Victim, and elder 
Brother; are acquitted from Guilt, and eſcape Con- 
demnation. — Concerning the Paſchal Lamb, it was 


or delivering refined and exalted Truths, not accommodated to a low 


Capacity, not brought within the Compaſs of an infantile Under- 
Standing, by an Aſſimilation to ſenſible Objects. Jab iii. 12. 


Jer. vii. 22. : 
particularly 
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particularly enjoined ; That the Fleſh ſhould not be eaten 
raw, nor ſodden with Water, but roaſted with Fire. As 
to every Offering from the Herd or from the Flock, the 
Fat and the Inwards were, by an expreſs Command of 
GOD, delivered up to the devouring Flame. this 
was an Emblem of that tremendous Indignation, which 
is poured out like Fire“; which ſeized our immaculate 
SACRIFICE, that it might ſpare polluted Sinners; 
and which muſt have conſumed utterly any Mediator, 
who was leſs than infinite, or other than divine. 

Had You, while unacquainted with experimental Phi- 
loſophy, beheld our renowned Newton ; blowing, with 

at Aſſiduity and Attention, his little watery Bladders 
into the Air; You would, probably, have deſpiſed the 
venerable Philofopher, and have thought him an hoary 
Idiot. But when You was made to underſtand ; That, 
in every one. of thoſe volatile ſopy Bubbles, He diſ- 
covered the beauteous Colours of the Rain-bow ; Thar, 
from this ſeemingly childiſh Experiment, He explained 


the Formation of the fineſt Appearance in Nature; 


You would then entertain a different Notion both of 
the Man and of his Employ.-So, when You diſcern 
the bleſſed FESUS, looking forth at theſe Windows, and 
ſbewing Himſelf through theſe Lattices F of the Jewiſh 
Oeconomy ; You will, I hope, conceive a higher Opinion 
of them, and derive richer Advantage from them. 

Ther. There are ſeveral Perſons, as well as ritual Ob- 
ſervances, of a very ſingular Character, mentioned in 
the Moſaic Law. The Leper, for Inſtance, the Nazarite, 
with others of the ſame antiquated and groteſque Stamp. 
Theſe are not only mentioned, but cheir Caſe is very 


* Nah. i. 6. *. 

+ Cantic. ii. 9. The Word, in the firſt Edition, is fowrjbing 
through, It was taken from the Hebrew, without conſulting the 
Englyh Bible, and is a literal Tranſlation of py. Which fignifies 
more than barely S ur Himſelf ſhewing Himſelf with Luſtre and 
Beauty. Like a delicate Flower, in its moſt blooming State, and all 
its gloſſy Colours, —Yet flouriſhing through Lattices ; manifeſting 
Himſelf, not completely, but in part; concealing ſome, while He 
reveals much, of his mediatorial Glory, 


circum- 


eireumſtantially, and with no ſmall Solemnity, deſcribed. 
All which ſeem, to-me at leaſt, fo many pompous, but 
unmeanizg Narratives ; that convey no manner of Edi. 
fication. to Readers in the preſent Age.—lI have fre- 
quently had an Inclination, and now. I have a proper 
O ity to alk your Opinion upon theſe Points. 
Aſp. 1 am obliged to You, Theron, for giving me the 
Hint. What You propoſe, is by no Means foreign to 
the Topic of our Diſcourſe.— Thoſe Perſons were truly 
remarkable; neither are the Peculiarities of their Caſe 
recorded in vain. They picture out, in diſmal and de- 
lightful Colours, the Sinner and the SAVIOUR.—To 
know Ourſelves, and to know CHRIST, is true Wil- 
dom; is indeed the Conſummation of all Knowledge, 
Here, We have a Lecture of hieroglyphical Inſtruction, 
on both theſe important Subjects. * 
The Leper was an Emblem of a Sinner. — His 
Diſeaſe extremely afflictive to Himſelf, and intolerably 
loathſome to others. Sin likewiſe is the foreft of all 
Miſeries, to the Wretch who commits it; and moſt 
deteſtably odious, to the GO D who forbids it.— The 
Leper was ſecluded from the Bengfits of Society, and all 
Communication with his Fellow- citizens. The Sinner 
alſo, while impenitent and unpardoned, is an Alien from 
the Commonwealth of ael ; without any Enjoyment 


of the Comforts, or any Intereſt in the Privileges of 


the Goſpel. If He dies in this Condition, He muſt be 
for ever ſhut out from the Kingdom of Heaven; for 
ever cut off from the Preſence of the LORD. 

The Contagion was ſometimes ſo peſtilent ; that it not 
only tainted the Clothes of the Diſeaſed, but ſpread 
itſelf over the Walls of his Houſe, and infected the 
Timber of the Beams. It was ſometimes ſo inveterate ; 
that there was no other poſſible Way of eradicating it, 
but only by burning the Garment, and demoliſhing the 
Building, Does not this give Us a clear, but melan- 
choly View, of original Corruption? Which has trans- 


„Lev. Chap. xiii. x ivy. + Eph, ii. 12. 
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fuſed its Poiſon, through all the Faculties of the Soul, 
and all the Members of the Body. Nor will ever be 
intirely expelled, till Death releaſes the former, and 
conſigns the latter to the Puſt. 

What could cure this terrible Diſtemper, even in its 
mildeft State? Not all the Balm of Gilead; not all the 
Drugs on a thouſand Hills; nothing but the conſecrated 
Oil and ſacrificial Blood, duly a Sed by the High- 
Prieſt, And what can heal the 5 iforders of our fallen 
Souls? So far heal them, as to purge away their Guilt, 
and ſubdue the Prevalence of their Iniquities? No Acts 
of Mortification, no Vigilance, nor any Efforts of our 
own ; nothing but the atoning Death, and ſan®ifying 
SPIRIT of the bleſſed TES US. The Malignity and 
Virulence of this Plague of the Heart, are abſolutely 
incorrigible by any other Remedy. But, bleſſed be 
divine Grace, this Remedy, proyided by our great 
HIGH - PRIEST, and adminiſtered by our great 
PHYSICIAN, is ſovereign, is infallible. _- - 

The Caſe of the Nazarites * was the very reverſe of 
the State of the Lepers. - Her Nazarites, Jeremiah ſays, 
were purer than Snow, they were whiter than Milt; they 
were more ruddy in Body than Rubies, their Poliſhing was 
of Sapphires f. A faint Repreſentation of the only be- 
gotten S O N, who is che faireſt among ten thouſand ; the 
Brightneſs of his FATHER's Glory, and the expreſs 
Image of his Perfon; both GOD and Man in one ſa- 
cred, wonderful, adorable S AVIO UR.—They, during 
the Time of their Separation, abſtained from Wine; 
withdrew from ſecular Buſineſs; avoided every Kind of 
Pollution ; and dedicated themſelves, in an eſpecial 
* to the Service of GOD. A Type of that 
—_ NAZARIFE, who was ſeparated, for a Seaſon, 

m the Fruitions of Heaven: who was holy, harmleſs, 
and undefiled, both in his Nature and all his Conver- 
ſation: who ſanctified Himfelf, and devoted his Life 
and Labours, his Soul and Body, to the Glory of his 


* Se Numb. Map. vi, + Lam, iv. 7, 
| FATHER, 
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FATHER, and the Redemption of his People.—— 
The Nazarites, even when they had diſchar — their 
Vow, and were ceremonially clean, yet were obliged to 
offer a Sin- offering, a Burnt- offering, and a Peace- 
offering. So, the great REDEEMER, though He 
had perfectly obeyed all the preceptive Parts of the divine 
Law, yet was required to offer up a Sacrifice—even the 
incomparably precious Sacrifice of Himſelf—in order to 
conſummate the Work of our Salvation, 


Ther. Have You a ſufficient Warrant, for this Strain 
of Interpretation? Is it ſound, is it rational, or con- 
formable to any authentic Standard of ſcriptural Ex- 

ſition ? Methinks, it looks more like the Child of 

ancy, than the Offspring of Judgment ; more like the 
Sally of 4 ſportive Imagination, than the Reſult of a 
ſober Diſquiſition. | 

You cannot be ignorant, Aſpaſio, how the ruling 
Paſſion tinctures the whole Conduct. Hence it is, I 
apprehend, that your religious Inamoratoes find heavenly 
Beauties, where Scripture intended no more than natural 
Truths. Hence it is, that they turn plain Facts into 
profound Figures, and allegorize common Senſe into 
pious Abſurdity.— Have You never ſeen the muſtic In- 
terpretations of ſome antient, and I may add, ſome 
modern Divines ? The Honeſty of their Deſign is tranſ- 
parent, and the Piety of their Hearts is unqueſtionable ; 
otherwiſe, We ſhould be tempted to ſuſpect, that they 
meant to burleſque the Scriptures, and diſgrace their 
Author. | | 

Who can ever perſuade Himſelf, that the ſupremely 
wiſe GOD, would ſend Us to ſearch for a Body of 
Divinity, in a Bundle of Rods? Or ſet Us to ſpin all 
the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, from a few Fleeces of 
Wool, ring-ftreaked, ſpeckled, and ſpotted * ? Thus to ex- 
pound the Scriptures, is, not to open them clearly, and 


Gen. xxx. 39. | 
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apply them judiciouſly, but rather to whip them into 
Froth “. | 

Aſp. We have the Authority of our LORD Him- 
ſelf, Who has informed Us — That the brazen Serpent 
lifted up in the Wilderneſs , was figurative of his own 
Suſpenſion and Death on the Croſs. —That the Temple, 
built on Mount Sion, was typical of his immaculate Body, 
in which dwelt all the Fulneſs of the GOD HEAD. 
— That the Prophet Jonah, . lodged in the Belly of the 
Whale, and diſcharged from that ſtrange Confinement, 
on the third Day &; was an Emblem of his own de- 
ſcending into the Grave, and riſing again before his 
Fleſh ſaw Corruption. 

We have alſo the Teſtimony and the Practice of the 
chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, for our Warrant. Speaking 
of Hagar and Sarab, He expreſly ſays: Which Things 
are an Allegory. A figurative Tranſaction; where one 
Thing is done, another deſigned ; or the apparent Hiſ- 
tory, comprehends a latent Myſtery, —He aſſures Us, 
That the Rock ſmitten by Moſes, had a Reference to 
CHRISTI; who was wounded for our Sins, and is 
the Foundation of our Hopes. That the Waters, 15108 
at the Stroke, were ſignificative of thoſe ſpiritual Bleſ- 
fings, which flow from a crucified SAVIOUR. That, 
as the former followed the Sons of Jacob, through all the 
Circumvolutions of their tedious Journey; the latter 
accompany the Diſciples of FESUS, in every Stage of 
their earthly Pilgrimage. Let the great Teacher of the 
Gentiles be our Expoſitor ; and We ſhall ſee the Veil of 
the Temple dignified with a Significancy, richer far than 
its coſtly Materials, and curious Workmanſhip. Its 
Silk and Embroidery exhibit, to the Eye of Faith,- the 
pure and ſpotleſs Fleſh of CHRIST. As, by rend- 
ing the material Veil, the Holy of Holies became viſible 
and acceſſible ; ſo, by piercing the Body, and ſpilling 


* Luther uſed te call ſuch far-fetched and unnatural Allegories, 
Spumam Scripture. . 
+ John iii. 14. f John ii. 19, 21. Col. ii. 9. { Matt. xii. 
39. 40. 1 Cor. x, 4. Heb. x. 20. 1 4 
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the Blood of CHRIST, the GOD of Heaven was 
* manifeſted in all his Goodneſs, and the kingdom of 
Heaven was opened to all Believers. 8 
Every Reader muſt admire thoſe divided Waves ; 
which, inſtead of overwhelming the Jraelites with a re- 
ſiſtleſs Deluge, ſtood like a Wall of Defence on their 
Right- hand, and on their lefr, as they marched through 
the Depths of the Sea.—Every Reader muſt admire 
that ſuſpended Cloud, which ſpread itſelf like a ſpacious 
Canopy over the Hoſts of rae]; and ſcreened them 
from the annoying Sun-beams, as they paſſed through 
the ſultry Defart*.— Our Admiration muſt be heightened, 
when We find that, which was a Cloud by Day, be- 
coming a Pillar of Fire by Night; and illuminating 
their Camp with the moſt amazing, as well as the moſt 
chearing Splendor. - But St. Paul diſcerned: a greater 
Glory, and a deeper Deſign, in theſe unparalleled Events, 
The People, He ſays, were baptized unto Moſes, in the 
Cloud and in the Seat. Theſe ſymbolically reprefented, 
The Baptiſm of Water and of Fire; or the Application 
of CHRIST Ss Blood to our Souls, and the Efficacy of 
his SPIRIT on our Hearts. In the former of which, 
conſiſts our Juſtification ; from the latter of which, pro- 
cceds our Sanctification. 
1 T fear, You would think my Diſcourſe, fomewhat 
like the Journey juſt now mentioned, if J was to touch 
upon the Ordinances of the civil Conſtitution, The Ox 
not to be muzzled, in treading out the Corn ; was 2 
virtual Proviſion for the Maintenance of Minifters, who 
« labour in the Word and Doctrine.“ The Fields not 
to be ſowed with divers Kinds of Seed; Linen and 
Woollen not to be intermingled in the fame Manu- 
ſacture &; ſeem to prohibit all diſſimilar and unnatural 
Combinations. Eſpecially of a Believer and Infidel, in 


* It is ſaid, That the Vraelites, paſſing through the Deſarts of 
Arabia, faw not a green Tree, nor a ſhady Spot, for many Months, 
If fo, this miraculous Cloud, this grand Umbrella, muſt be unſpeak. 
ably ſerviceable and refreſhing, . - 

{ x Cor. x. 2. 1 Deut. xxv. 4. 1 Cor. ix. Q, IQ, 5 Levit, 
xix. 19. | | 

the 


> ef 00 fd tt... ds ft Fo... ow. 


he 


1 we 


@ 


1 < 2536 


D 


cr 


DIALOGUE i. 95 


the Bond of Matriage ; or of human Righteouſneſs and 
divine, in the Caſe of Juſtification. Theſe Particulars, 
with others of the ſame Nature, F paſs over. Bur I 
muſt not wholly omit the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. Which 
is the moſt unexceptionable Vindication, as well as the 
faultleſs Model, of allegorical Expoſition. 

It is delightful to obſerve, what Propriety of Addreſs, 
the inſpired Writer uſes. He ſpeaks to the Jews, in 
their own Way: alludes to their own Uſages, Ordinances, 
and Ceremonies: proves them to be Types of, and 
Guides to, a more clear, a more benign, and in 
reſpects a more excellent .* Oeconomy. More particu- 
larly He diſplays the tranſcendent Superierity of CHRIST 
and his Gifts, even to thoſe - Perſons and Privileges, 
which they held in the higheſt Eſteem. Theſe, like 
the Morning Star, were introductory to, yet totally 
eclipſed by the riſing Sun. 
They had exalted Apprehenſions of the Angelic Ex- 
cellencies. The Apoſtle therefore celebrates the-R E- 
DEEMER, as the LORD whom Angels obey, as 
the GOD whom Angels adore.— They always reckoned 
Moſes to be the firſ® Favourite of Heaven, and chief 
among the Children of Men. He lets them know, that 
Moſes, with all his extraordinary Endowments, was but 
a Servant in the Houfe of FESUS, It was his greateſt 
Honour, to miniſter unto this Prince of Peace. — As 
the Prieſthood and Sacrifices were ſome of their diſtin- 


* He ſtyles the legal Oblations, and indeed the whole Service of 
the Zexwi/h Sanctuary, The Example and Shadow of heavenly Things ; 
or of CHRIST JESUS, and evangelical Worſhip, and ſpiritual 
Bleflings, Heb. viii. 5.—YToouſua, the Pattern: ſomewhat like the 
Strokes, iled out upon a Piece of fine Linen; which preſent You 
with the — of Oprigs of Leaves, and of Flowers ; but have not 
yet received their ſplendid Colours, their curious Shades, and beauti- 
ful Enrichments, from the Labours of the Needle. — Dea, A. Hadan 
Repreſentation: which gives You ſome dim and imperfe& Idea of the 
Body ; but not the fine Features, not the diſtinguiſhing Air, none of 
thoſe living Graces, which adorn the real Perſon.— Yer, both the 
Pattern and the Shadow lead our Miuds to ſomething nobler. than 
themſelves, The Pattern, to that which completes it; the Shadow, to 
that which eccafrons it, . 

guiſhing 
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guiſhing Privileges; He ſhews the Pre-eminence of 
CHRIST's Office to all the Aaronic Orders. He de- 
monſtrates the extenſive and everlaſting Efficacy of bj; 
one Atonement; in Preference to every Form, and the 
whole temporary Series of Levitical Oblations. 

Ther. Thus interpreted, I muſt acknowledge, the 

Book of Levitical Ceremonies is ſignificant and edyfying. 
Whereas, abſtracted from this evangelical Improvement, 
nothing can he more empty and jejune. I once thought, 
that, to peruſe thoſe obſolete Canons, was like ſitting 
down to an Entertainment of dry Bones. But, if ſuch 
be their Import, they may yield Marrow and Fatneſs to 
the attentive Mind. 
Due Care, however, ſhould be taken, not to ſuppoſe 
a Type, where there is no apparent Foundation of Ana- 
logy in the Thing itſelf; or no Hint of this Nature 
given Us by the unerring SPIRIT. Left, inſtead of 
being guided by Truth, We are bewildered by Fancy. 
And, when either or both theſe Handles preſent 
themſelves, I think, We ſhould beware of ſtraining 
the Subject, beyond the Bounds of a juſt and reaſonable 
Compariſon. Left, inſtead of following the Clue, We 
ſtretch it till it breaks.—If the firſt Caution is not ob- 
ſerved, the Senſe of Scripture will lie ſo deep, or be 
removed to ſuch a Diſtance; that none but Perſons of 
the moſt acute Diſcernment, can find it; or none but 
Perſons of the moſt excurſive Imagination, can reach it. 
If the ſecond is not regarded, the Meaning of theſe divine 
Volumes will become ſo vague and volatile, that there 
will hardly remain any Poſſibility of aſcertaining : or 
fixing it. | 

Ap. As to the Expedience and Neceſſity of theſe 
cautionary Limitations ®, I have the Pleaſure of agreeing 


The Cautions, neceſſary to be uſed on this Occaſion, are more 
copiouſly and very particularly laid down, by Witfzus in his Mi/cellanea, 
Mg. 573, Cc. Concerning which Rules, our elegant and judicious 
Author obſerves; Hæ ſunt allegoricarum & typicarum Interpretatiomum 
Leges, Quibus ſpretis neglectiſpue, ff quis Ingenio ſuo indulgeat, ipfeque fibi 
 mry/ticos Senſus excogitet, ut ea uæ ſunt rmy%2 locutiones planæ, in mvn 
znignata trarsformet ; is non Senſum Dei, ſed Gerebri ſui obtrudit Fig- 
meta; et, ut Hieronymis ait, In Scripturis lymphatico errore verſatur. 
entirely 
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entirely with my Friend. Let our Fancy ſubmit to the 
Reins of Judgment, otherwiſe her Excurſions will be 
wild and lawleſs. Let our Zeal borrow the Eyes of 
Diſcretion, otherwiſe her Efforts will be Blind and ex- 
travagant. And let all, thus tempered, thus regulated, 
be under the Influence of enlightening Grace. Then, to 
ſpiritualize the antient Scriptures, will be to convert the 
Stones of the Sanctuary into the Jewels of a Crown ; 
and to fetch, not Water only, but Milk and Honey, 
from the flinty Rock. 

Then, how pleaſing muſt it be, as well as inſtructive, 
to diſcover the bleſſed FESUS, in all the Inſtitutions 
of the Moſaic Law *.—To ſee his Incarnation prefigured 
by the Feaſt of Tabernacles f. When the [/raelites were 
to relinquiſh their Houſes, and lodge in Booths. Even 
as the SON of GOD left the Boſom of his FATHER, 
and the Seats of Bliſs, to inhabit a Cottage of Clay, 
and ſojourn in a Vale of Tears. To ſee our ſpotleſs and 
Divine VICTIM, typically ſlain at the joyful Solem- 
nity of the Paſſover, and the anniverſary Feaſt of Ex- 
piation,—To ſee his Death, that ineſtimable Ranſom for 
our Souls, preſented to our Faith, in every Morning and 
Evening Sacrifice 4: his Interceſſion, that prevailing 
Recommendation of our Prayers, moſt ſweetly expreſſed 
by the rich Incenſe, which attended the facred Rite.— 
To ſee the various Methods of Purification ; ſome point- 
ing at the Fountain & for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, opened 
in our REDEEMER's bleeding Heart; others re- 
terring to thoſe ſanctifying Operations of the SPIRIT, 
which act as a Refiner's Fire ||, or as Fullers Sope.—To 
ſee, in the City of Refuge **, that inviolable Sanctuary, 
that moſt perfect Security, which CHRIST's merito- 


* Agreeably to the juſt and beautiful Obſervation of Theedoret ; 
Ooa o vous roxicſpafron rale o Xpirog TINuws tCuypafnes, What the 
Law ſketched out in a ſhadowy Draught, CHRIST exhibited in real Lifz 
and Subſtance, 

+ Lev. xxiii. 34, 40, 42. f Exod. xxix. 38, 39, 5 Exod. 
XXIX, 4. Numb. xix. 18, Pſal. li. 7. Numb. xxxi. 23. Iſai. iv. 4. 
Numb. xxxv. 11, 12. | 
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Fears; animates his Hopes ; and turns his Deſpondency into Confidence, 


: ſpiritual Diſcernment, ſhould be abundantly more dim-fighted, (js 
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rious Sufferings, yield to the believing, and tender to 
rem Sinner. 
Was it lo very affecting, and fo very encouraging to 


Eneas, when He beheld the Story of the Trojan Heroes, 
pictured upon the Walls of the Carthaginian Temple *? 

ow much greater Encouragement and Joy muſt ariſe 
mn the Chriſtian's Breaſt, when He perceives the amiable 
Lineaments of his Everlaſting FRIEND, pourtrayed 
in all the Peculiarities of the Jewiſh Worſhip, and in 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing Events of the 7ewiſb Hiſtory ! 
This muſt highly ennoble the Bible, and inexpreſſibly 


endear it to our Affections. This ſpreads Luſtre, Life, 


and Glory, through every Page of that bleſſed Book. — 
Though I would beware of indulging, what might be 
called a pious Wantonneſs of Imagination ; yet I ſhould 
much rather chooſe, in expounding the Scriptures, to 
ramble a little with Auguſtine, among the Groves, the 
Fountains, and the Flowers of the Goſpel; than to 
ſtumble with Grotius t, amidſt the dark and barren 
Deſarts of unevangelical Criticiſm, I would fee, or 
think 1 ſee my SAVIOUR, where it may not, per- 
haps, be eafy to make out the Traces of his Dignity, 
to the Satisfaction of a rigorous Enquirer ; rather than 
ſnut my Eyes upon the Diſplay of his Perfections, when 
they beam forth with the molt inviting Beauty. 


* VIE. An. I. 454, &. AEneas; ſhipwrecked upon a Coal! 
unknown, goes abroad, accompanied with a ſingle Friend, in order 
to make Diſgoveries, To learn the Name of the Country, the Nature 
of the Inhabitants, and what Treatment Himſelf and his Companions 
were likely to find, Wandering in this Manner, He enters a ſtately 
Temple, adorned with hiſtorical Paintings, And what are the Sub. 
jets of theſe fine Decorations ? To his great Surpriſe, and equal 
Satisfaction, He finds them to be the Trojan War, and the Exploits d 
his Countrymen, This Incident affects Him extremely, Diſpels hi 


- + Gretins, it is too well known, could not, or would not ſee the 
Perſon and the Sufferings of CHRIST, even in the liiid Chapter o 
'T/aich., No, not in that Chapter, where the Earl of Rocheſter ſav 
ſuch a bright and endearing Manifeſtation of the RED EE MER' 
Grace, as laid the Foundation for his extraordinary Converſion, 
Strange! that a learned and renowned Expoſitor, ſhould have le 


#«G1) than a diſſolute and infamous Libertine, 22 
b N el 
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Ther, How ſoon is our Walk fini 1 
ceptibly has the Time ſtole away Tick G . 
I always uſed to approach with a particular Com — -<ay 
They ſeemed to afford me a welcome Retreat — 
1 and Vanity of the World. Now — 

enter them with Reluctance. Becauſe the) are lik , 
to put a Period to this agreeable — — ind 
___ as my Apaſio enters with me, I am reconcil a1 
— _ A It will be in his Power to m——_ ch 
: oy ns, P ich muſt now be interrupted. And this 5 

| R ere long requeſt ; becauſe, I have not ſpok 
my whole Mind upon the preſent Subject al 

Aſp. Whenever You think proper, Theron. This i 
to me, a favourite Subject: and not to me only, b th 
incomparably better Judges. —The Man heb d hat 
_ up into the third Heavens, and ſeen the Vil 2 
Ay 45 determined to know notbing but JES US 
oy and Him crucified. *—At the grandeſt Aſſem 
bly hat = was convened on Earth, this furniſhed 
= [mig „if not the only Topic of Converſation. 
—— — that World, where the Voice of Jo ant 

giving is perpetually heard, this cages the 


Burden of the Song ; Th 
Un GOD 40 orgy waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed 


* 1 Cor, ii. 2. + Rev, v. 9 
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THERON. 


MUST now deſire my A/pafio to inform met 
whom that grand Aſſembly conſiſted, (which He men. \ 


tioned in the Cloſe of our laſt Diſcourſe) and where it Wl ! 
was convened ? 
Ag. Can't you gueſs, Theron ?—Was it in the Plains 
of Theſſaly ; when Xerxes drew together the Forces of \ 
more than half the known World, and appeared at the b 
Head of all the Potentates of the Eaſt ?—Was it in the ſi 
Roman Forum; when the Senators were aſſembled in m 
their Robes, and the Barbarians took them for a Synod li 
of Gods? No; it was on the Mount of :Transfiguration. T 
Where the SON of the true GOD, the LORD of ca 
eternal Glory, ſhone forth in ſome of his celeſtial and W 
native Splendour; with Garments white as the new-fallen T 
Snows *, and a Countenance bright as the meridian Sun. Po 
Where He converſed with two of his moſt diſtinguiſhed Wl 83 
Saints, juſt come down from the Regions of Bliſs and ſta 
Immortality: with Meſes the meek Deliverer of the foa 
Law, and with Elijab the reſolute Reſtorer of its Honours, Pic 
Where He was attended by three of his principal Am- N 
el; 
* Mark ix. 3. The Exangeliſt's Deſcription is, like the Scene | 


remarkably bright ; and the Cradatior of his Images, is almoſt as worthy 
of Obſervation, as the memorable Fact.— The Garments were whit 
—exreeding White—white as the Szow—whiter than any Fuller 
Earth could make them ſurpaſſing all the Works of Art, equalling the 
the firſt and fineſt Productions of Naum. —Nay, ſo great was th: Wi che 
Luftre, ſo ſweetly yet ſo ftrongly refulgent, that it gliffered («ov WW Teac 
ran) like the Lightning, and even dazzled the Sight. inten 

bafſadors; BW Conv 
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baſſadors; who were to be the Reformers of Mankind, 
and the Lights of the World. | . 

This, I think, is the moſt venerable and auguſt. 
Aſſembly, which the Annals of Hiſtory have recorded. 
—And what was the Topic of Converſation, among 
theſe illuſtrious Perſonages? Not the Affairs of State, 
nor the Revolutions of Empire; not the curious Re- 
fine ments of Literature, nor the wonderful Diſcoveries 
of Philoſophy ; but the ignominious and bloody Exit “, 
which the Divine F ESUS was ſoon to make at 7eruſalem. 
This Circumſtance, methinks, ſhould recommend 
the Subject to our frequent Diſcourſe ; even though it 
was leſs eminent, for intrinſic Dignity, and cemfortable 


Import. 


Il 


Talking in this manner, they arrive at the Park. 
Which, the Moment You enter, fills the View with its 


" bold, enlarged, and magnificent Sweep.—lt was diver- 
the ified with level and riſing Ground. Here ſcooped into 
n mimic Amphitheatres ; with the Deer pendent on the 
od little Summit, or ſhooting down the eaſy Precipice. 
ien, There, raiſed into gentle Hillocks ; ſome of which were 
7) of canopied with a large, ſpreading, ſolitary Oak; others 
and were tufted with a Cluſter of tapering and verdant Elms. 
len Two or three Caſcades, gleaming from afar, as they. 
Sun. WY poured along the ſlanting Rock, or the graſſy Slope, 
ted gave a pleaſing Variation to the Proſpect. While they 
| ſtartled the timorous unexperienced Fawns, with their 


foaming Current, and watery Roar. Grandeur and Sim- 
piicity ſeemed to be the Genius of the Place. Every. 


Thing breathed an Air of noble Negligence, and art- 
leſs Majeſty. | ; | 
"Is: In the Center of all, roſe a curious, romantic Mount. 
wy Its Form was exactly round. Somewhat like a Sugar- 
ler n * Does not this very delicately, yet very forcibly intimate, That 
alling I the Sufferings and Death of CHRIST, were the principal End of 


the M:/aic Inſtitutions, and the principal Sub je& of the Prophetic 
Teachings? For, is it not natural to — that Mofes and Elijab 
intended, when miniſtering on Earth, that very Thing, which their 
Converſation dwelt upon, when they deſcended from Heaven ? 


H 3 loaf» 
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loaf, whoſe Cone is lopt off, a little below the Point.— 
Not coeval with Nature, but the Work of human In- 
duſtry. Thrown up, tis ſuppoſed, in thoſe perilous 
Times, when Britain was alarmed with foreign Invaſions, 
or bled with inteſtine Wounds.—It was covered, all 
around, with Elder-ſhrubs, Whoſe Ranks, gradually 
riſing, and ſpreading Shade above Shade, compoſed a 
kind of woody Theatre. Through which were ſtruck 
two or three ſpiral Walks ; leading, by a gentle Aſcent, 
and under embowering Verdure, to the Summit. —Ac 
Proper Intervals, and on every Side of the Hill, were 
formed little Arbours; with Apertures, cut through the 
Boughs, to admit a Proſpect of the Country.—In one 
or other of theſe leafy Boxes, You command, at every 
Hour of the Day, either the enlivening Sun, or the re- 
freſhing Shade.— All along the circling Avenues, and 
all around the beauteous Reſts, ſprung Daffodils, Prim- 
roſes, and Violets; which, mingling with Hyacinths 
and Cowſlips, compoſed many a charming Piece of 
natural Moſaic. | 1 
How agreeable, as they climb and wind themſelves 
round the Hill, to reflect on the happy Change, which 
has now taken place Where ſteely Helmets gleamed, 
or brazen Shields claſhed, the Goldfincbes twitter their 
Loves, and diſplay their painted Plumes. The Dens 
of Rapine, or the horrid Haunts of Bloodſhed, are 
become the Retreats of calm Contemplation, and friendly 
Converſe.—In yonder lower Spaces, where the armed 
Troops were wont to. patrol ; from whence they made 
Excurſions to ravage the Villages, or terrify the Swains; 
the Fallow-deer trip lightly, or the full-headed Stags 
ſtand at bay, „ 3 
From a ſmall Eminence, but at a conſiderable Diſ- 
tance, guſhed a Couple of Springs. Which, rambling 
through a Grove, loit one another in the ſhady Labyrinth. 
Emerging, at length, fram the Gloom, they approached 
nearer. and nearer, and fell into Embraces at the Foot 
of this Hill. They rolled, in amicable Conjunction, 
along the pebbly Channel, which incircles its Baſis i 
1 4 and 
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and added their ſober Melody to the ſprightly Warbling of 


a the Birds. — Flowing off in one common Stream, they 
us ſormed the fine Pieces of Water, which beautified the 
Fs, Park. From thence they ſtole into the Meadow, and 
all widened into a River. There, enamoured as it were 
ly with each other, they glide by wealthy Towns, and 
| a ſweep through flowery Vales ; regardleſs of the blooming. 
ck Toys, which deck the one, and of the noiſy Crowds, 
nt, which throng the other. | | 
At So, ſaid Aſpaſio, may Theron and his Salina, pleaſing 
re and pleaſed with each other, paſs through the buſy and. 
he che amuſing Scenes of Life ; neither captivated by the 
ne one, nor anxious for the other. With ſuch harmonious 
ry Agreement, and indiſſoluble Union, may they purſue, 
re- the Courſe, marked out by Providence; their Happineſs 
nd increaſing, and their Uſefulneſs enlarging, as they draw 
m- nearer the Ocean of all Good. Then, parted by a gentle 
ths Stroke of Fate, like the Waters of ſome ample Stream 
of ſevered by the Piers of an intervening Bridge, may 
they ſpeedily reunite !—Reunite in conſummate Bliſs, 
— and never be ſeparated more! | 
ic 
ed, Ther. I thank You, Apaſio, for your affectionate Com- 
zeit pliment. Nor can I wiſh You, by way of Return, a 
ens greater Recompence, than the continual Exerciſe of ſuch 
are Na benevolent Temper. For, to exerciſe Benevolence, is 
ly co enjoy the moſt refined and exalted Pleaſure ; ſuch as 
ned makes the neareſt Approaches to the Felicity of the 


eternal Mind ; who, as the Scripture moſt beautifully 
ſpeaks, has Pleaſure in the Proſperity of his Servants. 


But while We are ſeated on this Mount, our Situation 

reminds Us of (what You juſt now mentioned) the 

21l- grand Conference relating to the Death of CHRIST. 

ling W—An Event, for which you have indeed accounted ; 

nth. but in a Manner, not the moſt honourable to the divine 
hed Attributes. | 


Aſp. 1 have repreſented it, as a Ranſom for our Souls, 
and a Sacrifice for our Sins, If You diſapprove my 
Account, be pleaſed to favour me with your own.— 
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For what Purpoſe, according to your Opinion, did that 
ever- bleſſed PERSON die? 

_ Ther. To confirm the Truth of his Doctrine, and to 
leave Us a Pattern of the moſt perfect Reſignation. 

Aſp. And is this all? Shall we thus impoveriſh the 
Riches of Grace ?—Was this Notion defen/ible, it could 
never be deſirable, But it has as little to ſupport it, as 
it has to recommend it. For, upon ſuch a Suppoſition, 
where is the Difference between the Death of CHRIST, 
and the Death of the Martyrs? 7hey confirmed the 
Truth of the Goſpel, In their Sufferings was Obedience 
and Reſignation ; the ſame in Quality, VT not in De. 
gree. Upon ſuch a Suppoſition, what Benefit could the 
antient Patriarchs receive from the REDEEMER? 
Since None could be improved by the Example of his 
Patience, or the Pattern of his Obedience, till they 
were actually exhibited, Or how could CHRIST be 
ſtyled, The LAMB ſlain from the Foundation of the 
World * ? The Advantages of whoſe Death, commenced 
from the very Beginning, as they will be prolonged 
even to the End of Time. 

Not to depend on conſequential Arguments, let Us 
hear the expreſs Declaration of our Divine MASTER 
Himſelf: This is my Blood, which is ſhed—for what ? To 
give Credibility to my Goſpel, or yield an Example of 
entire Reſignation ? Rather—for the Remiſſion of Sins f. 
Will any One attempt to make the Remiſſion of Sins, 
and the Propoſal of a Pattern or the Ratification of a 
Doctrine, ſynonimous Terms ?—They, who can torture 
and tranſmute the genuine Senſe of Words, at this ex- 
traordinary rate, may metamorphoſe any Expreſſion into 
any Meaning. | 

If then We would conſider our LOR D's Death, in 
its que Amplitude; We muſt conſider it, both as a Pattern 
of Piety, and as a Ranſom for Sinners. We muſt 
neither ſeparate nor confound theſe very diſtinct, yet 
very conſiſtent Effects. EP 


* Rev, xiii. 8. + Matt, xxvi, 28, 


Ther, 
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Ther. Is it not inconſiſtent with the acknowledged 
Principles of Juſtice, That the Innocent ſhould be 
puniſhed, inſtead of the Offender ? 

Aſp. If the innocent Perſon has an abſolute Power 
over his own Life; willingly ſubſtitutes Himſelf in the 
Place of the Guilty ; and, by his vicarious Sufferings, fully 
anſwers all the Purpoſes of a 7ixhteous Government ;— 
In this Caſe, which was the Caſe with our LORD, I 
ſee not the leaſt Repugnancy to the Rules of Juſtice. 

The Bible, that authentic Tranſcript of the Counſels 
of Heaven, avows, and, by avowing, vindicates the 
Practice. The LORD hath laid on Him the Iniquity of 
Us all * ; when all We like Sheep had gone aſtray, and 

| were 


ai. liii. 6. M emp made to meet, or fall upon, in an hoſtile, 
vindictive Manner; with a Defign to take Vengeance, or inflict 
Death ; as an armed Man falls upon his Enemy, or the fierce Lion 
on the helpleſs Lamb. This is by far the moſt uſual Signification of 
the Phraſe. 

I could not obſerve, without Surpriſe and Sorrow, the late At. 
tempt of a learned Writer, to interpret away the Force and Spirit of 
this Text. He ſays, © the Word We tranſlate hath laid, is the ſame 
« that We render meet, Exod. xxiii. 4. 1f Thou meet thine Enemy's 
*« Ox or Aſs going aftrav, thou ſhalt ſurely bring them back to Him again. 
« And the Meaning is, By Him the LORD hath canſed to meet and 
« flop the Iniquities of Us all, wherein We have wandered from Him.“ 

To this I might object; That, though the Verb, in each Paſſage, 
is the ſame, the Conſtructian is by no means parallel. The Prefix 2 
which occurs in one Caſe, is omitted in the other. —I might further 
enquire ; Whether the Language of this Interpretation, be confc: m- 
able to the Laws of Grammar ; and ſuch as ſufficiently expreſſes, what 
I ſuppoſe is intended, The LORD cauſed our Iniquities to be 
* met, and to be ſtopped.” But theſe Particulars I wave, and ſhall 
only examine, whether the Sex/e is ſuitable to Scripture. According 
to this Gentleman's Idea, the Prophet's Doctrine is as follows; 
„Our Sins were running away, like a ſtray Sheep, or like a wan- 
* dering Ox, But they were met by CHRIST; who graciouſly 
** turned them back, and reſtored them to their rightful Owner.“ — 
To avoid this glaring Impropriety, our Author has added a kind of 
Salvo; © to turn Us back to Himſelf, who is the Shepherd of Souls.“ 
But this is to depart from the Prophet's Subject; who is ſpeakiog | 
not of Us, but of our [niquities. This is to depart from the Tenour 
of his own Explication : If He adheres to the Clue, which He bor- 
rows from the Book of Exodus, what I have repreſented, is the un- 
woidable Conſequence, 

— 


_— 


x = = pra == it a = LO 
PE > £.” 2 


* > 
5 

=T 
45 
"8 
Wy 
is 
kd 
fi 
4% 
. 
1. 
3 „4 
* 

0 
71 
bs 
j | 
[ 


—— —˙ Gn — , — 2 
5 - * 4 7 — = r 7 ͤ Ä en — ſp - 
— — 4 - 4 - 8 „ 12 — > 4 8 * - ny 


106 DIALOGUE IV. 


were expoſed to the Stroke of Vengeance, as thoſe 
wandering Creatures to the ravenous Beaſt ; the good 
SHEPHERD interpoſed, and the juſt GOD made 
that Vengeance to fall upon 'Him, which muſt otherwiſe 
have been executed upon Us. Ie Suffered, ſays another 
inſpired Writer, the Juſt for the Unjuſt “; that, by ex- 
plating our Guilt, He might bring Us to GOD—now, to 
His gracious Favour—hereafter, to His bliſsful Preſence. 

You will permit me to add a Paſſage, from our com- 
mon Favourite Milton. Becauſe, it is no leſs beautiful 
in itſelf; than it is pertinent to the Occaſion ; muſt 
pleaſe the Critic, and may expound the Apoſtle.— 
MESSIAH, pleading in behalf of fallen Man, thus 
addreſſes his Almighty FATHER ; 


Man, dead in Sins and loft, 

Atonement for himſelf, or Offering meet 

( indebted and undone !) hath none to bring. 

Behold Me then! Me for Him! Life for Life 

T offer. On me let thine Anger fall. 

Account me Man : I for his Sake will leave 

Thy Boſom, and this Glory next to Thee 

Freely put off; and for Him laſtly die 

Well-pleas'd; on me let Death wreak all his Rage f. 


Ther. The fine Imagination of a Poet, will hardly 
paſs for a deciſive Argument. When We are ſearching 
after Truth, We muſt attend to the Dictates of Reaſon, 
not follow the Vagaries of Fancy. And Reaſon, Aſpa/io, 
remonſtrates againſt your Notion of a vicarious Sacrifice, 


See ! to what wretched Shifts, diſhonourable to the Word of GOD, 
and even to the Art of Criticiſm, 7h-y muſt have recourſe! Who 
xefuſe to acknowledge, the real Subſtitution of C HRIST in our Stead, 
and the proper Atonement made by his Death. How much more like a 
true Critic, and like a true Chriftian, has Yitringa explained the 
Paſſage! Cum Nos inflar Owium diſperſarum efſemus in Erroribus, & Pæna 
Criminum noftrorum, inſtar Lupi aut Beſtie woracis Nos perſequeretur ad 
Exitium : intervenit ſerous FEHOV MX juſtus, qui illam Panam in ſe 
ſuſcepit ; in quem irruit ad Necem uſque ; quique adeb medins inter Pænan 
& Nos, eandem Pænam tulit, & Nes ab Exitio vindicavit. 

® x Pet ü. 106, _ + Mirror, Book III. 233. 
IR, Reaſon! 
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Reaſon! that primary Guide, and final Teſt, both in 
diſcovering and determining the Senſe of Scripture. 

Aſp. Suppole You then, my dear Theron, that None 
are in Poſſeſſion of Reaſon, but the Pupils of Socinus, 
and the Zealots for Deiſm? Or, that None make uſe 
of Reaſon, in their religious Enquiries, but Men of 
this Mould ? 


Wrong not the Chriſtian, think not Reaſon yours ; 
'Tis Reaſon our great MASTER holds jo dear; 
Iis Reaſon's injur' d Rights kis Wrath reſents ; 

[is Reaſon's Voice obey'd his Glories crown. 
Through Reaſon's Wounds alone thy Faith cen die“. 


Poets, You ſee, are far from diſclaiming Reaſon. 
Equally far is Chriſtianity from diſcarding the ſober, the 
ſanfified Uſe of this noble Faculty. When Reaſon is 
under the Influence and Direction of the Divine SPIRIT, 
We have the fame high Opinion of her Excellence, as 
Yourſelf, And, when thus regulated, We have, I am 
perſuaded, the Sanction of her Authority, for all our 
Sentiments, 

Reaſon, as She operated in the Sages of the Heathea 
World, inſtead of rejecting, approved and adopted this 
very Scheme. Approved it, even under the Diſadvan- 
tage of a mutilated and dciective, or rather of a per- 
verted and dead Form. The current Language of the 
Claſſic Authors, and almoſt every Hiſtorian of Greece 
and Rome, are Vouchers for the Truth of this Obſer- 
vation F,—As the Gentiles were unanimous in the Cuſtotn 
of offering Sacrifices, and equaliy unanimous in ſup- 
poſing their vicarious Nature, ſo allo are the Jewiſh 
Writers, 

Ther. What Man of Senſe, pays any Regard to the 
| Jewiſh Writers? Legendary they are, and extravagant 
to the laſt Degree. Dotards I might call them, rather 
than Writers. 


* Night. Thoughts, Ne IV, 
+ Sre the Note, in Dialogue III. 2. 66, 
4p. 
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Aſp. They are, I believe, extravagant enough in their 
Comments upon Scripture. But they relate, with ſuf. 
cient Exactneſs and Fidelity, the prevailing Belief of 
their Nation, In this Caſe, their Teſtimony 1s as un- 
exceptionable ; as in the other, their Notions are chi- 
merical.— Now, had it been a miſtaken Belief, ſurely 
our bleſſed LORD, that infallible Judge, and impartial 
Reprover, would have teſtified his Diſapprobation of it. 
Surely his Diſciples, who were actuated by the unerring 
and undaunted Spirit of their MASTER, would have 
entered their Proteſt againſt it. Surely St. Paul, 1n his 
Epiſtle to that very People, and in his Treatiſe on that 
very Subject, would have ſet Himſelf to rectify ſuch an 
Error; and have weeded out the Tares, before He 
ſowed the good Seed. But there is not the leaſt Hint 
of this Kind, in all the Diſcourſes of our SAVIOUR, 
or 1n all the Writings of his Apoſtles, 

They ſpeak to a People, who were accuſtomed to 
look upon their Sacrifices, as piacular Oblations “, and 
a typical Expiation of Guilt. They ſpeak of our RE- 
DEEMER's Crucifixion, and the Benefits of his 
Death, in thoſe ſacrificial Terms, which were of current 
Uſe, and eftabliſhed Signification. If therefore the po- 
pular Opinion was improper, their Manner of Expreſ- 
ſion and Addrefs, muſt be calculated rather to authen- 
ticate Error, than to propagate Truth.—So that, I 
think, even the Silence of the inſpired Penman on 
this Occaſion, is but little inferior to a loud Atteſtation. 
Did they only ſay nothing againſt the Doctrine of Sa- 
tisfaction by Sacrifice; it would, in Effect, and Circum- 
ſtances conſidered, be ſaying Abundance for it.— But 
they are very copious and explicit upon the Point. 

Ther. Where are they ſo copious ? If you have ſuch 
a Heap of their Allegations, it will be eaſy to pick cut 
a ſew, and give Us a Specimen. | 

Aſp. It is as eaſy, Theron, as it is delightful.— 


MESSIAH ſhall be cut of, ſays the Prophet Daniel, 


* This, I dare promiſe the learned Reader, He will find inconteſt- 
ably proved by Outran, in his Treatiſe De Sacrificiis, ; | 
ul 
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but not for Himſelf . For whom then, and for what? 
Jaiab informs Us concerning both: For the Tranſgreſſion 
of my People was He ſtricken f.—Becauſe, this is an 
Article of the laſt Importance, it is repeated ; it is con- 
firmed ; it is explained, with the moſt remarkable Par- 
ticularity : He was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions; He was 
bruiſed for our Iniquities ; the Chaſtiſement of our Peace 
was upon Him , and with his Stripes we are healed |.— 
Our LORD himſelf aſſerts the ſame Truth in the very 
ſame Style; I am the good Shepherd, and lay down my 
Life for the Sheep d. St. Paul, in a Multitude of Paſ- 
ſages, ſets his Seal to this momentous Doctrine. St. 
Peter maintains it, in very forcible Words; Who bis own 
Self bare our Sins in his own Body on the Tree *“. 

The ſacred Writers not only aſſert this capital Article, 
but uſe every Diverſity of Speech, in order to give it 
the fulleſt Evidence, and the ſtrongeſt Eſtabliſhment. 
He made Reconciliation for the Sins of the People FF. 
JESUS CHRIST the Righteous is the Propitiation for 
our Sins FF. He loved Us, and waſhed Us from our Sins 
in his own Blood |||. He was made Sin for Us, though 
He knew no Sin FF. | 

Ther. No body makes any Objection to theſe Texts. 
But the Senſe, the true Senſe of ſuch Phraſes, is the 
Thing in queſtion, 


* Dan. ix. 26. + Iſai. Iiii. 8. 

} The Chaſtiſement of our Peace, the Puniſhment neceſſary to make 
our Peace with GOD, was upon Him, p5y. This Form of Expref- 
ſion is uſed, Judg. xix. 20. P/al. lvi. 13. In the former Place, it 
ſignifies a voluntary Engagement, to perform a friendly Office. In the 
latter, it implies the Necyfity of han BT 12, what 1s thus undertaken, 
Both the Ideas ſeem to be comprehended in the preſent Paſſage Our 
LORD willingly engaged to ſupply our Wants, and pay our Debts. 
Which, when once undertaken, He lay under an Obligation to execute. 

| Ifai. Iiii. 5. John x. 15. 

** 1 Pet. ii. 24, Very forcible Words indeed -O -a .-. Tv 
oupal, alu He bare—Himſelf bare our Sins—in his own Body. In- 
tended, One would imagine, to make the Article of our. LOR D's 
——_ Sufferings, clear beyond all Miſapprehenſion, and /ure beyond 
All Doubt. 

++ Heb, ii. 17. ft 1 John ii. 2. Rev. i. 5. 9% 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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Ap. What Tou call the Queſtion, to me appears ſo 

Plain, as, not to want a Deciſion, or admit of a Doubt. 

However, ſince You ſeem to demand a critical Scrutim, 
it will not be thought pedantic, if I make an Obfer. 
vation or two upon the original Languages; or rather, 
as You are not acquainted with the Hebrew, upon that 
Language, of which You yourſelf are a Judge and a 
- Maſter. | | 

If One died for All, then were All dead. The Prepo- 
fition vrt, in this Connection, muſt neceſſarily ſignify, 
more than, © on our Account, or for our Advantage.“ 
Becauſe, if it be taken in this unſettled rambling Senſe, 
the Apoſtle's Argument is vague and inconcluſive, 
In caſe our LORD had ſuffered, only © to free Us 
« from ſome Evil, and procure Us ſome Benefit ;” this 
would by no Means imply, that al were dead; under 
the Sentence of Condemnation ; obnoxious and doomed 
to Death“. The utmoſt, You can infer from ſuch 
Premiſes, is; That All ſtood in Need of a Deliverance 
from ſome Evil, or wanted the Procurement of ſome 
Good. Whereas, ſuppoſe the ſacred Writer to intend, 
that our LOR D's Death was truly vicarious, and un- 
dergone in our Stead ; that He ſuffered, what was our 
Due, and our Doom; then, the Reaſoning is juſt, and 
the Inference undeniable. | 

He gave Himſelf, ailmþoy urtęe t, A Ranſom for All, 
If this does not imply the Notion of vicarious, I very 
much queſtion, whether Language itſelf can expreſs it. 
—Avulpev, is a Ranſom ; which conveys a vicarious Senſe, 
in its moſt common and authorized Acceptation.— Asi, 


2 Cor. v. 14. Should any chooſe to tranſlate the Words, E. «; 
orig wales art, aps o male; ar, If One died for All, thr 
all have died; I have no Objection to make. Here the Idea of vica- 
rious Suffering, or vicarious Payment, preſents itſelf with great 
. Tranſparency. As though the Apoſtle had ſaid, “ If One hath 
« ſuffered, or been puniſhed for All: then All, in Effect, have ſut- 
« fered, or been. puniſhed. Or, to take in the Notion of Debt, 
«© Tf One hath made full Payment for twenty inſolvent Debtors, then 
ce all the twenty have, according to the acknowledged Rules of Law 
* and Equity, made the full Payment.“ 

+ 1 Tim, ii. 6. 
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which is equivalent to inſtead“, more fully aſcertains 


and ſtrengthens the Idea.— Tie, which is tranſlated for, 
and denotes a Subſtitution of One in the Place of 
another f. This added to all, renders the Expreſſion 
as determinate and emphatical as poſſible. Emphatical 
to declare the vicarious Nature of our LOR D's Death. 
That it was really endured in our Stead ; and thus made 
Satisfaction for our Sins; thus ranſomed Us from Death 
eternal. | 

Shall I argue from a more obvious Topic; which h 

no ſuch Dependence, on the preciſe Significancy of the 
Original ?—Surely, ſays the Prophet. He ſpeaks with 
Vehemence, as of an Affair which is very weighty. He 


* Aj, Matt. ii. 22. By this Word the Septuagine tranſlate the 
Hebrew rm. And that nm denotes the Subſtirutim of One inſtead 
of Another, no Student of the ſacred Language will venture to deny. 
See Gen. xxii. 13. 2 Sam. xviii. 33. 2 Kings x. 24. 

+ Athena ure Xpire, We beſeech You in CHRIS T's Stead, 2 Cor. 
v. 20, —bs UTig 02s dauern os, That in thy Stead, He might have mi. 
niſtered unto me, Philem. ver. 13. As I was conſidering the Force of 
this Argument, a Perſon of ſome Diſtinction, but of a malignant 
gloomy Aſpect, came in my Way. He defired I would introduce 
Him to Theron and Aſpaſis, as an Evidence for fixing the Signification 
of vrig, when relative to the Neath of C HRIST.—I muſt confets, 
I did not like either his Character or his Aſpect; and cannot certainly 
tell, whether any Perſon has made uſe of 3 Him, on this Occaſion. 
But St, ſtood by, and ſaid; © Introduce Him. He prophefies 
in this Inſtance.“ Perhaps, the Reader is at a loſs to gueſs, Whom 
mean. To keep Him no longer in Suſpenſe, I mean Caiaphas the 
High-Prieſt.—He bears the following Teftimony ; Ir 1s EXTRDIENI 
rox Us, THAT one MAN pix FOR THe ProPLe, AND THAT 
THE WHOLE NATION PERISH NOT.—Now, as 70 periſb ſignifies, 
not only to die, but to die miſerably; if One Man dies for the 
People, that the People may not die miſerably, He ſaves them from 
Death, by dying Himſelf; and what is this, but to die in their Stead # 
dee John xi. 50. | 

To this Teſtimony from the Mouth of an Enemy, let me add an 


Atteſtation under the Hand of our Friends, and then leave the im- 


partial Reader to determine, concerning the Validity of all. Thus 
writes Clemens Romanus; To aα⁰ ave rare vrep n Inous Kt o 
Kugyi®- nue, H rm oapre virig Ty; Cap , w Ti Yoxuy wire Twv 
fun nuwr, Epiſt. 1. ad Corinth. Exactly to the ſame Purpoſe Jin 
the Martyr expreſſes Himſelf; Alles Tov . dior vior areds's Aulpor veg var, 
rey aſio urig abe, TOY ara, ng THY ga, THY WKAK) UTI TH GT 


rey aÞbaflor urig r Sev, Epiſt. ad Diogn. 
| ſpeaks 


112 DIALOGUE IV. 


ſpeaks with Confidence, as of a Fact which js very cer. 
tain. He hath borne cur Griefs, and carried our Sorrow, “. 
What can this mean, but He hath taken upon Himſelf 
that Affliction, and the Miſeries, which properly be- 
longed to Us?—Let us read on, and this Meaning will 
preſent itſelf, in the cleareſt View. Ve did efteem Hin 
ſtricken, ſmitten of GOD, and afflifted: We took Him 
for a real Malefactor, and thought that He was puniſhed 
for bis own Miſconduct.— In oppoſition to which inju- 
nous and falſe Surmiſe, it 1s added But He was wounded 
for our Tranſgreſſions, He was bruiſed for our Iniquities, 
True it is, that He was wounded, not only by Tranſ- 
greſſors, but for or on Account of Tranſgreſſions. Yet 
not any committed by Himſelf, but thoſe committed by | 
Us.—May I not here borrow the Prophet's Language, 
and ſay with an Air of Certainty ? Surely, this is the! 
plaineſt Proof in the World, that our Sins were the 
meritorious Cauſe of CHRIST's Sufferings: And if 
our Sins were the meritorious Cauſe of his Sufferings, 
then they muſt be charged upon Him, and puniſhed in 
Him. | | 
St. Paul affirms, That CHRIST has delivered Us from 
the Curſe of the Lau f. How? By taking our Place, 
and enduring what We deſerved. Or, as the Apoſtle 
Himſelf ſpeaks, to the ſame Effect, but in a much more 
expreſſive Manner, by being made a Curſe for Us. Does 
not this evidently denote both a Commutation of Per- 
ſons, and a Tranſlation of Puniſhment? He ſuffered, 
who was innocent; not Ve, who are guilty. —He alſo 
ſuffered that very Sentence, which the Law denounced 
. on Us. For, it is written, Curſed is every One that con- 
tinueth not in all Things Þ ; to this We were obnoxious. 
It is written again, Curſed is every One that hangeth on 
42 Tree; to this CHRIST ſubmitteds Now it 
CHRIST endured that very Curſe, which We deſerved: 
if, by this Means, He delivered Us from all Male- 
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DIALOGUE W. 113 
diction; either this muſt be ſuffering in our Stead ®, or 
elſe Nothing can be called by that Name, | 
Shall I deſcend lower till, and refer our Point to the 
Determination of illiterate Men ?—Aſk any of your ſerious 
Tenants, What Ideas ariſe in their Minds; upon the 
peruſal of the aforementioned Texts? I dare venture 
to foretel, that artleſs and unimproved as their Under- 
ſtandings are, they will not heſitate for an Anſwer. They 
will neither complain of Obſcurity, nor aſk the Aſſiſtance 
of Learning. But will immediately diſcern, in all theſe 
Paſſages, a gracious REDEEMER ſuffering in their 
Stead; and, by his bitter, but expiatory Paſſion, pro- 
curing the Pardon of their Sins. —Nay farther ; as they 
are not accuſtomed to the Fineſſes of Criticiſm, I ap- 
prehend, they will be at a loſs to conceive, how it is 
poſſible to underſtand ſuch Paſſages in any other Senſe. 
Say not, this is an improper Appeal; or theſe are in- 
competent Judges. The Scriptures were written for 
their Edification ; not to exerciſe the Ingenuity of ſubtle 
Diſputants, but to inſtruct the meaneſt of Mankind in 
the Way of Salvation. Therefore, on fundamental 


* « This (ſays Dr. South, in his ſmart Manner) is ſpoke fo plain 
« and loud by the univerſal Voice of the whole Book of GOD, that 
e Scripture muſt be exucified as well as CHRIST, to give any other 
« tolerable Senſe of the Expreſſions. And not Scripture only, but 
the common Import of Language. What ſays Mezentius? When his 
Son, interpoſing in his Behalf, is ſlain by AZxeas. 


— Pro me hoftili paterer ſuccedere Dextræ 
Quem genui? Tuane hec Genitor, per Vulnera ſervor ? 


Morte tua wivens ? 


Here, the Father is /aved by his Son's Wounds ; lives by his Son's 
Death, How, and'in what Manner? By a Subſtitution of One inſtead 
of the Other; by the Son's /affering, what muſt otherwiſe have fall: 
upon the Father,—Should the Sacinian Interpreters try the ſame Ex- 
periment on theſe Lines of Yirgil, which' they make upon Paſſages of 
a parallel Signification in Scripture; is there a Critic in the whole 
World, that cod approve, that could exdure, ſuch flagrant Violations 
of Grammar, Senſe, and Taſte?—Yet I believe, there is no ſincere 
Chriſtian, but would readily and gratefully fay ; 


— - Pro me ultrici ſuccedere Dextre 
Dignafti, Tua CHRISTE DEUS, per YVulnera-ferver ; 


Morte tud vivens. 


Vor. I, 7 Articles, 
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Articles, We may aſſuredly conclude, The Expreſſion 
will be eaſy, and the Doctrine perſpicuous : ſo that H 
who runs may read, and the wayfaring Men, though Fools *, 
ſhall not err therein. And, though I am far from under. 
valuing the Aids of Literature, yet, upon theſe mo- 
mentous Subjects, which are inſeparably connected with 
our eternal Felicity, I cannot but regard the common Senſe 
of plain, honeſt, humble Chriſtians, as the very beſt of 
Critics, F 

Ther. It has been ſaid by a learned Critic, That vica- 
rious Puniſhment or Suffering, gives us too low Ideas 
of the SON of GOD, as it ſinks them to the Pain 
and Suffering of a Malefactor, the very meaneſt Idea 
We can have of them. 

Ap. Be the Idea ever ſo mean, it is plainly ſuggeſted 
by the Word of Prophecy ; and fully ſupported, by the 
Atteſtation of Sacred Hiſtory. In that it was foretold, 
and in this it is recorded, That He was numbered will 
Tranſgreſſors f.— And not only by his Accuſers, who 
called him a Glutton, a Drunkard, a Seducer of the 
People. Not only by his Executioners, who led him 
forth to die with Malefactors, and crucified Him be- 
tween two Thieves. But by his Almighty FAT HER 
alſo. By Him CHRIST was made Sin : by Him the 
only-begotten SON was treated as a Tranſgreſſor: by 
his Hand and his Counſel & delivered He was, to endure 
the Vengeance due to the vileſt Miſcreants. 

Yes, my dear Theron; that glorious PERSON 
whom the higheſt Angel adores, © ſuffered, as if He 
cc had been the Criminal, the Pain and Puniſhment 
« which We, or equivalem to that which We, the rei 
& Criminals, ſhould have ſuffered.” If, to conſider 
this, gives Us a low-Idea ; if, to ſuffer this, was a deep 


hai. xxxv. 8. The Word Fals, ſeems to denote Perſons of /: 

Underſtanding, and dull Apprehenſion; as Luke xxiv. 25. Or elſe i 

ſigniſies Thoſe, who, for Want of a cultivated Education and the In. 

provements of Literature, are accounted Fools by the Sons of Science 
. OP : 

ky Iſai. lin, IZ, Luke xXii. 37+ 1 2 Cor. v. 21. $ Acts IV. 28 
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Abaſement; how exceedingly high, and how immenſely 
grand, is the Goodneſs and the Grace manifeſted therein ! 
The lower You draw the Arrow on the String, the 
loftier Flight it makes in the Sky. And the greater our 


'LORD's Humiliation for Us, the more wonderful and 


adorable his Love to us. | | 
Ther. As there cannot be a vicarious Guilr, or as no 
One can be guilty in the Stead of Another, fo there 
cannot be a vicatious Puniſhment, or no One can be 
puniſhed inſtead of Another. Becauſe Puniſhment, in its 
very Nature, connotes Guilt in the Perſon who bears it. 
Ap. If You mean by Guilt, the Conſciouſneſs of 
having committed a Sin, and the internal Defilement 
conſequent upon it, We never ſuppoſe ſuch a vicarious 
Guilt. It is not fo much as intimated, that-CHR IST 


was ſtung with the Remorſe, or ſtained with the Pollu- 


tion, of the adulterous David, the perfidious Peter, and 
the perſecuting Saul. But that He was treated by the 
righteous GOD, as if He had perpetrated theſe, and 
all the Crimes of all Believers, either in the. paſt or 

ſucceeding Ages. | 
If by Guilt You mean (what, I think, is the true 
Meaning of the Word) the Charge of a criminal Action, 
and the Obligation to ſuffer Penalty, your Aſſertion is 
nothing more than begging the Queſtion. It nakedly 
affirms the very thing in Debate. And bare Affirma- 
tions, unſupported by Evidence, are ſeldom admitted 
as deciſive Proofs,-We, on the other Hand, are in- 
clined to believe, That all our criminal Actions were 
charged upon CHRIST; and that He ſuffered the 
Puniſhment, which they deſerved. The former of theſe, 
is not ſo properly called vicarious, as real Guilt; reſulting 
from Sins, committed by One, imputed to Another. 
The latter We readily allow to be vicarious Puniſhment, 
ſuſtained in their Stead, whoſe Sins were imputed 
For both theſe Points, We have the Authority of Truth 
elf, ſpeaking in the Scriptures. The LORD laid on 
Him the Iniquities of Us all; here is the Imputation. 
CHRIST has redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, 
I 2 Being 


"% 
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being made a Curſe for Us ; here is the vicarious Puniſh- 
ment. And You know to what Caſuiſts We ſubmit 
the Interpretation of theſe Texts—common Senſe, and 
an honeſt Heart. 

Ther. Is not this ſhocking to ſuppoſe ? horrid to affirm ? 
If Sin was really imputed to CHRIST, and Guilt is 
the Reſult of ſuch Imputation, then Puniſhment was his 
Due—Juſtice might inſiſt upon it—And he could not 
eſcape it. 

Aſp. To ſuppoſe this, is fo far from ſhocking my Ap- 
prehenſion, that it appears, even on your own Principles, 
right and neceſſary.— Right, becauſe Puniſhment, as 
You yourſelf have declared, always connotes Guilt; [I 
would add, ariſing either from Crimes committed, or 
from Crimes imputed, Indeed, the Sufferings of 
CHRIST could not be. of a penal Nature, unleſs He 
endured them as under a Charge of Sin, and in a State 
of Guilt. It is neceſſary to ſuppoſe this, otherwiſe how 
will You vindicate the Juſtice of God? He bid his 
Sword awake, and ſmite “ the bleſſed JESUS. But 
ſhall the JUDGE. of all the Earth do wrong ? Shall 
He ſmite, where there is nothing but Innocence ? No 
Sin, either perſonal or imputed? That be far from Him! 
The Thought be far from Us! . 

Whereas, upon this Suppoſition, it becomes a juf 
and righteous Thing, That GOD ſhould inflict the 
moſt rigorous Puniſhment ; or, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
ſhould condemn and puniſh Sin in the Fleſb f of his SON. 
do not know, but this might be the Cauſe of our 
LORD's Silence, when He was accuſed at Pilate's Bar, 
and at Herod's Judgment-ſeat, It is probable, He con- 
ſidered Himſelf as ſtanding before a higher Tribunal; 
and re ſponſible to eternal Juſtice, for the Crimes of all 
his People. In this Situation, and in this Capacity, 
clear Himſelf of perſonal Demerit He could; clear 
Himſelf of imputed Iniquity He could not. Therefore 
He was dumb; like a convicted and guilty Perſon, He 


* Zechz xith, 7. + Rom, viii. 3. 


opened 
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opened not his Mouth. For though, as the SON of 
the moſt high GOD, Glory and Immortality were his 
undoubted Right; yet, as SURETY for ſinful Men, 
Tribulation and Death were his condign Portion. 

And why ſhould this be thought ſhocking ? It is not 
the leaſt Derogation to the tranſcendent Excellency of 
CHRIST. It caſts not the leaſt Stain on the unſpotted 
Sanctity, either of his Nature, or his Life. —To bear 
Sin, as a voluntary Surety, is infinitely different from 
committing it, as an actual Tranſgreſſor. To ſay, that 
CHRIST was puniſhed for any Miſconduct of his own, 
would be falſe, impious, and horrid. To ſay, that He 
was charged with our ſinful Omiſſions and Commiſſions; 
that He endured the Puniſhment due—in the plain and 
full Senſe of the Word due—to them all; is fo far from 
being injurious to his Dignity, that it pays the proper 
Honour to his mediatorial Undertaking. It pays Him 
the Honour of—the higheſt Obedience to his F A- 
THER's Will — the deepeſt Humiliation of his own 
illuſtrious Perſon—and the moſt boundleſs Benevolence 
to Mankind. | 


Ther. GOD is Love, Aſpafio, all Love. Whereas 
You would— a 

Ap. —not often interrupt a Friend's Diſcourſe, But 
I cannot forbear interpoſing a Query, on this Occaſion. 
Als there, then, no juft Diſpleaſure in the DEITY ? 
What meaneth that ſolemn Denunciation of the Supreme 
LAWGIVER? The Anger of the LORD ſhall ſmoke 
againſt ſuch a Man *.——W hat meaneth that awful De- 
claration of the Apoſtle ? The Wrath of GOD is revealed 
from Heaven, againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men f.—Or, in what Senſe are We to explain that 
alarming Interrogatory of the Prophet? Who can ſtand 
before his Indignation  ?—Whence could thoſe avenging 
Viſitations proceed, which deſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah 
with a Tempeſt of Fire |? Which ſwept away ſo many 


* Deut, xxix; 20, + Rom. i, 18. f Nah. i. 6, || Gen. xix. 24. 
| I 3 Thouſands 
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Thouſands of the polluted Mraelites with a raging Pefti- 
lence *? And conſigned over ſo many Millions 4 of 
rebellious Angels to Chains of Darkneſs ? 

Surely, Theron, if there be any determinate Signifi. 
cation in Language; if any Leſſon be learnt from the 
moſt tremendous Judgments ; it is, That the LORD, 
though. free from all the Diſcompoſure of Paſſion, is 
nevertheleſs angry with the Wicked Þ ; and will make im. 
penitent Offenders feel the Effects of his holy Indignation, 

Ther. Does not your Doctrine repreſent the All-mer. 
ciful GOD, as a rigorous Being? Who, when once 
diſpleaſed, will hardly be pacified? Whereas, the LORD 
himſelf declares by his Prophet ; Fury is not in me.— 
Men of ſatyrical Wit would be apt to inſinuate, That 
You had miſtaken JEHOVAH for Moloch; and was 
erecting a Chriſtian Church in the Valley of the Son of 
Hlinnom. | 

Aſp. We take our Repreſentations of GOD, not 
from the vain Conjectures of Men, but from the Record 
of infallible Truth. There he 1s deſcribed, as a righteous | 
GOD; a jealous GODS; and, to incorrigible Sin- | 
ners, @ conſuming Fire |.—Though wonderfully conde- WF | 
ſcending, yet tranſcendantly majeſtic. Infomuch, that 
none of the fallen Race are permitted to approach his 
Throne, but only through the Intervention of a great 
MEDIATOR &.—Though unſpeakably merciful, 
yet inflexibly juſt. Inſomuch that, without Shedding 


* Numb, xxv, 9. - ; 

+ Alillims—The Number of the fallen Angels is no where ſpecified; 
and the Veil fits deep upon the fpiritual World; ſo that We can fer 
no farther, than Revelation has diſcovered. Yet, I think, there i 
ſufficient Room to ground a Conjecture, upon the Reply, which one 
of thoſe execrable Apoſtates made to our LORD. My Nare i 
Legion; (a Word fignitying a great Multitude, five or fix thouſand 
for We ate many. If % many were employed in tempting and tot. 
menting a ng Perſon, what Armies, what Myriads of thoſe in. 
viſible Enemies, muſt exiſt through univerfal Nature It is an alarm. 
ing Thought; ſhould make Us fly to our Divine PROTECT O“, 
and Almighty DELIVERER. See Mart v. g. and 2 Pet. ii. 4. 

1 Pſal. vii. 11. Deut. ix, 8. 9 Exod. xx. 5. || Heb. xii. 2% 
1 Johy xiv, 6, | 
0 


of Blood, even the Blood of a PERSON higher than 
the Heavens, there is uo Nemiſſion“ of any Offences, 
When the LORD ſays, Fury is not in me f, the 
Words have a peculiar Reference to his Church : which, 
in a preceding Verſe, He had deſcribed as a Vineyard of 
Red Wine. From his Church, from his own People, 
his fierce Anger is turned away, on Account of the Sa- 
tisfaction made by their SAVIOUR, —Though his 
own People are the Objects, not of his Indignation, but 
of his Love, let no ungodly Wretches audaciouſly pre- 
ſume. Ir is not ſo with them. They are the Briars and 
Thorns r, mentioned in the next Clauſe : Cumberers of 
the Ground, unprofitable and noxicus. Them He 
warns ; them He challenges; Who will ſet them in Battle 
againſt me? Let them come on; they ſhall find it a 
fearful Thing, to fall into the Hands of the living GOD: 
—Nay ; He will not ſtay for their Approach: I will 
march againſt them||, is his Threatening; I will paſs 
through them ; I will burn them together. —T his will cer- 
tainly be the Caſe, if not in the preſent, yet in a future 
World. When once the Maſter of the Houſe is riſen 
up, and has ſhut to the Door, Mercy is gone for ever. 
Then Nothing muſt be expected, nothing will then be 
experienced, but Vengeance and fiery Indignation, to devour 
the Adverſaries of the Goſpel. GOD will then execute 
Judgments, on every Soul of Man, that has perfiſted in 
Evil. With ſuch awful Severity will He execute them, 
as ſhall cauſe Heaven to adore, and Hell to tremble. 
Yet in all this, there is not the leaſt Tincture of that 
outrageous Temper, which in Man We properly call 
Fury, . In Man Fury implies an immoderate Degree of 
Reſentment, which will hearken to no Reaſoning, and 
accede to no Terms, The Goſpel Account proves, 


* Heb. ix. 22 Heb. vii. 26. + Iſai. xxvil. 4. 

+ There is a fine Contraſt between the Yines and the Thorns; at the 
ſame Time a regular Continuation of the Metaphor. As nothing is 
more common, than to ſee the latter ſhooting up amidſt the former; 
ſo nothing is more common, than to have Hypocrites intermingle 
themſelves with Believers, 
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even to a Demonſtration, that this has no Place in the 
divine Nature. So far from it, that GOD, though 
highly provoked, has provided an Atonement—has made 
Overtures of Reconciliation to his diſobedient Creatures 
has even beſought *, a guilty World, to accept of 
Forgiveneſs. This is the Purport of that gracious In- 
vitation, which follows in the Prophet. Let Him, let 
the wicked Man, take hold of my Strength : let Him fly 
to my crucified SON, who is the Power of GOD for 
the Salvation of Sinners; cleaving to his Merits by 
Faith, as ſome poor Delinquent to the Horns of the 
Altar T. Thus He ſhall make Peace; all his Iniquities 
ſhall be forgiven, and all my Diſpleaſure ſhall be paci- 
fied. —So that the Inſinuations of your ſatyrical. Gentle- 
men, are as egregiouſly miſtaken, as they are ſhock- 
ingly worded. 

You are a Man of Senſe, Theron; and eſteem that 
Character, far above the idle Reputation of a Wit. As 
ſuch, let me aſk You ſeriouſly ; Is it not for the Honour 
of the Divine MAJESTY, to exerciſe Juſtice, as 
well as Mercy? Always to pardon, and never to puniſh, 
would be Tamenęſs, rather than Benignity ; a Renunci- 
ation of Holineſs, rather than a Diſplay of Goodneſs.— 
Or, can it be right in Us, ſo extravagantly to magnily 
the amiable, as to depreciate, nay even annihilate, the 
awful Attributes of the DEIT Y ? This, ſays a Poet, 
is the Theology, not of Chriſtians, but of Infidels ; 


* 2 Cor, v. 20. It was an Inſtance of ſingular Compaſſion in the 
bleſſed GOD, that, though offended with Job's Friends, He ad. 
mitted of a Sacrifice, and directed them to an Interceſſor; both typical 
of CHRIST FESUS. But what unparalleled Condeſcenſion, and 
divinely tender Mercies, are diſplayed in this Verſe! As though 
GOD did beſeech Ven by Us: We pray You in C HRIST's Stead, be 
reconciled to GOD.—Did the Judge ever be/cech a condemned Cri. 
minal, to accept of Pardon? Does the Creditor, at any Time, beſeecb 
a ruined Debtor, to receive an Acquittance in full? Yet our Al. 
mighty LORD, and our Eternal JUDGE, not only vouchſafes ty 
offer thefe Bleſfings, but invites Us—intreats Us—with the moſt 
affectionate Importunity beſeeches Us—not to reje& them! 

+ This is the preciſe Idea included in the Original jp; and the 
Idea is as comfortable, as the Image is expreſſive, Jai, xxvii, 5. 


Kings i, 50, 
1 
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Who ſet at odds Heaven's jarring Attributes, 

And with one Excellence another wound ; 

Maim Heaven's Perfection, break its equal Beams, 
Bid Mercy triumph over O D himſelf, 

Underfied by their opprobrious Praiſe : _ , 

A GOD all Mercy is a GOD unjuſt ®, 


Ther. But we have lately been told, that the particular 
Grace of the LAW GIVER is not obſtructed by any 
Demands of Law and Juſtice. For He can ſet them 
aſide. 

Aſp. What! Set aſide a Law, which is holy, righteous, 
and good !—Set aſide a Juſtice, which is eternal, in- 
flexible, and infinite -St. Paul gives a very different 
Solution of this Difficulty. He tells Us—not that GOD 


ſet afide his Law and his Juſtice—but that He ſet forth 


the bleſſed FESUS for a Propitiation. With this ex- 
preſs Deſign, that He might declare his Righteouſneſs + ; 
might demonſtrate, not only his Clemency, but his 
Juſtice ; even that vindictive Juſtice, whoſe Nature is, 
to abhor, and whoſe Office, to puniſh Sin. 

This ſeems to be the Import of the Word Righteouſneſs, 
in the preſent Connection. And more than ſeems, if 
We conſult the following Verſe. To declare, I ſay, at 
this Time bis Righteouſneſs ; that He might be juſt , evi- 
dence Himſelf to be ſtrictly and inviolably righteous, in 
the Adminiſtration of his Government; even while He is 
the all-forgiving gracious FUSTIFIER of the Sinner, 
that believeth in FESUS.—According to this Plan, 
Mercy and Truth meet together ; Righteouſneſs and Peace 
kiſs each other F. All the Attributes harmonize ; every 
Attribute is glorified, and not one ſuperſeded, no, not 
ſo much as clouded, 


Night- Thoughts, Nꝰ IV, + Rom. iii. 25, 

Rem. iii. 26. The Attribute of Juſtice u be preſerved inviolate. 
And inviolate it is preſerved, if there was a real Infliction of Puniſh. 
ment on our SAVIOUR, Nothing elſe can thoroughly clear 256 
this —_ Evangelical Parade] Us T, ET JUSTIFIER or 
THE UNO DIY! ; | ; 


$ Plal, Ixxxv. 19, _ 
Ter. 
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ber. If ſome are verging to one Extreme, are not 
you inclining to the other? Our Ears tingle, and our 
Blood runs chill, at the very Thoughts of fo ſevere a 
Vengeance, executed on an Object ſo worthy and illuf. 
trious.—Beſides, how can We ſuppoſe, that the bene. 
ficent CREATOR and PRESERVER of Men, 
ſhould take Pleaſure in the Sufferings of the moſt un- 
blameable Perſon, that ever exiſted ? Eſpecially, fince 
He himſelf has made this tender Declaration; IJ will 
bave Mercy, and not Sacrifice“. 

App. A tender Declaration indeed it is: ſignifying, that 
GOD is better pleaſed with the Duties of Humanity 
and Charity, than with the moſt coſtly and pompous 
Train of Sacrifices. Nay, that He will even diſpenſe 
with the Obſervance of bis 6zwn ceremonial Inſtitutions, 
when they interfere with our Exerciſe of Beneficence 
One to ano:her. Thus reſigning (ſo admirable is his 
Goodneſs) the Services due to Himſelf, for the Benefit 
and Comfort of his Creatures—But this has no Sort of 
Relation to the Death of CHRIST. In which Mercy 
and Sacrifice, were not disjoined, but united. Which 


had, therefore, every Requiſite, to make it moſt per- 


fectly acceptable to the KING of Heaven. 

We are aſſured by a Prophet, That it pleaſed the 
LORD to bruife his holy Child FESUS. GOD not 
only gave up his SON to Sufferings, but gave Him 
up with a divine Complacency . In like Manner, the 
bleſſed FESUS addreſſed Himſelf to the dreadful 
Taſk, not only without Reluctance, but with the utmoſt 


* Matt. ix. 13. 

+ Divine Complacency.—This is the Idea included in the original 
Word yen Ifai. liii. 10. Which is but poorly and faintly repreſented 
by the Bearras of the Sep/zagint, It correſponds with the vigorous 
Phraſe, uſed by the Voice from Heaven, denn, Matt. ili. 1). 
Or, it may be very exactly tranſlated by St. Paul's beautiful Expreſ- 
fion, wepirerzs, Heb, xiii. 16.— In Conformity to this Sentiment, 
the great JEHOVAH is ſaid to ſmell a ſweet Savour, or a Saweur 
of Reft ru num in thoſe Sacrifices, which prefigured the crucified 
JES Us, Gen, viii. 21. 


Alacrity, 
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Alacrity *, I delight to do thy Will, was the Language 
of his Soul.-Should You aſk ; How could the SON 
take Pleaſure in undergoing, or the FATHER in 
inflicting, the moſt agonizing Sorrows ? I anſwer; On 
Account of that grand Series of Advantages, which, 
reſulting from thence, will extend-—upwards to Heaven 
—downwards to Earth—forwards through Eternity, 

« A ſevere Vengeance, You ſay, ſuch as makes our 
« Fars to tingle,” —This 1s the very Thing intended, to 
awaken and alarm preſumptuous Offenders, That they 
may ſee their horrid Guilt; ſee their extreme Danger; 
and trifle no longer with the only Method of Reconci- 
lation. A Method, calculated to ſtrike the deepeſt 
Terror, even while it cheriſhes the brighteſt Hope— 
ſtrike the deepeſt Terror, on every perſevering Sinner— 
while it cheriſhes the brighteft Hope, in every returning 
Tranſgreſſor. 5 

Ther. If one of my Seryants had affronted or injured 
me; I ſhould, upon his ſubmiſſive Acknowledgement, 
forgive his Fault, and not inſiſt upon Satisfaction for 
the Wrong. Will You make the FATHER of 
Compaſſions, more inexorable in his Nature, more rigid 
in his Demands, than a human Maſter ? | 


* Utmoft Alacrity.—There is no Incomſiſtency between this Aſſertion, 
and our LOR D's Supplication; FATHER, if it be poſſible, let this 
Cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs, not my Will, but thine be done. Own, 
ſays Origen, u porn e52:JwxoT, wager IJ: To (vpoanucr, This 
was the Voice, not only of Refignation, but of Acquieſcence and Compla- 
cency,—Such a deprecatory Requeſt, put up with ſo much Earneſtneſs, 
yet with ſo much Submiffion, betrayed not any Weaknefs of Mind. 
It only ſhewed the Reality of our LOR D's Manhood: that his Sen- 
ſations were exactly like ours: that He affected no Staical Apathy, 
but willingly endured, not proudly deſpiſed, Tribulation and Anguiſh. 
It Mme for likewiſe, beyond the Power of Deſcription, the 
extreme Severity, and almoſt inſupportable Weight of our RE. 
DEEMER's Affliction. 

His tender Love to Mankind, and fervent Zeal for his FATHER's 
Glory, prompted Him to defire theſe Sufferings. His invincible Re- 
ſolution and unequalled Magnanimity, emboldened Him to meer them 
with a generous Ardour, Vet they were fo terrible, that his Nature, 
being human, could not but recoil a little, at their Approach; and, 
had it not been divine alſo, muſt inevitably have ſuut under the Load. 


Aſp. 
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Ap. When You have a Servant, that owes his Being 
to your Power ; that has received innumerable Benefits 
from your Bounty ; yet has offered You innumerable 
Affronts, all attended with the moſt aggravating Circum- 
ſtances, and all in Defiance of the moſt righteous Threaten- 
ings When You are poſſeſſed of immortal Majeſty, 
and incomprehenſible Perfection; when Truth inviolable, 
and Juſtice inflexible, are eſſential to your Character 
Then, Theron, the Parallel will hold good; and Your 
Conduct ſhall be a Pattern for the Procedure of THE 
MOST HIGHEST. 

Till then, You and I muſt be willing to forgive, be- 
cauſe GOD has made it our bounden Duty; and be- 
cauſe We have incomparably more to be forgiven by 
the JUDGE of the World, than We can poſlibly 
remit to our Fellow-creatures. In the mean Time, 
You will allow the great JEHO VAH, who 1s glorious 
#n Holineſs, to communicate his heavenly Favours, after 
a Manner becoming Himſelf. On ſuch auguft and 
honourable Terms, as ſhall maintain the Rights of his 
' univerſal Government, and manifeſt the conſummate, 
the infinite Rectitude of his Nature. | 

Ther. Might not GOD have cancelled our Tranſ- 
greſſions, and received fallen Men into his Favour, with- 
out any Propitiation ?—To deny this, would be to limit 
the HOLY ONE of Jfael; and impoſe Conditions 
on that uncontroulable Sovereign, Ibo giveth not Account 
of any of his Matters, 

Aſp. We need not embarraſs Ourſelves, by entering 
upon Enquiries, which may ſeem to lie beyond the 
Limits of human Underſtanding. Enough for us to 
know, that this Propitiation was «4/olutely neceſſary, with 
regard to the firſt Covenant. For, as GOD had ſo- 
- Jemnly declared, In the Day Thou eateſt thereof, dving 
Thou fhalt die; his Truth and Juſtice ſtood engaged to 
execute the Threatening. And no ſecond Adam could 
reſtore the firſt, but by taking this Curſe upon Himſell. 


2 | Di: 


ould 
ell. 


Di: 
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Die Man, or Juſtice muſt; unleſs for Him 
Some other able, and as willing, pay © 
The rigid Sati faction, Death for Death *. 


Therefore the Divine FESUS, who lay in the Boſom 
of the FAT HER, and knew the Counſels of Heaven, 
faid; The Son of Man musT be lifted up t on the Croſs. 
From which it appears, that a Propitiation was indiſ- 
penſably requiſite, —Becauſe, it was expreſly foretold by 
the ancient Prophets (and che Scripture cannot be broken) 
that the MESSIAH ould be cut off out of the Land 
of the Living. Becauſe, a Variety of Types, and a 
Multitude of Sacrifices, prefigured his Dea One of 
the Types, pointed out the very Manner of his Suffer- 
ing; and all the Sacrifices, detached from their Depen- 
dence on this great Oblation, would have been beg- 
early Elements—mere, unavailing, empty Ceremonies. 

I apprehend, it is no Limitation of the uncontroulable 
SOVEREIGN, to ſuppoſe Him incapable of a&i 
otherwiſe, than in perfect and perpetual Conſiſtency with 
Himſelf. Neither is it any Infringement on his abſolute 
Sovereignty, that He cannot but order all Affairs, for 
the Honour of his Juſtice, his Fidelity, and each of 
his exalted Perfections.— This is the very Thing, which 
the ſacred Writers expreſs in their plain but ſtrong 
Language; GOD who cannot lie : He cannot deny 
Himſelf d. 

* Mitton, Book III. 210. 

+ Jabs iii. 14. Au 760, Kc. The ſame Expreſſion is uſed, Lxke 
xxiv. 26.— Perfectly conformable to this leading Truth, is the cur. 
reut Language both of the Law and of the Goſpel. Under the La, 
GOD himſelf proteſts; I have frvorn, that the Iniquity of the Honſe of 


Eli Ball nat be parged nua nan with Slaughtered-offerizg, or with 
Meat-offering for ever ; that is, no Kind of Oblation ſhall be accepted; 
the Guilt ſhall never be expiated, 1 Sam. iii. 14. Under the Ge, 
the Apoſtle forewarns ; I We fin wilfally, by a final Apoſtacy from 
CHRIST, there remaineth no more Sacrifice fer Sins ; they are, to ſuch 
Perſons, and in ſuch Circumſtances, abſolutely irremiſſible, 6. x. 26. 
Which Phraſes are evidently connected with, and founded on, this 
— Doctrine; That the appointed; the o»/y Way of obtaining 

ardon from the righteous GOD, is, by the Intervention of an ex- 
platory Sacrifice, | 

T Tit. i, 2. $ 2 Tim. ii. 13. 


Ther. 
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Ther. GOD is often ſaid to forgive our Sins; pat. 
ticularly, in that ſublime Paſſage, where He proclaim 
his Name to Moſes. The LORD, the LORD GO), 
merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant in Gooauj; 
and Truth; keeping Mercy for thoufands, forgiving Iniquity, 
Tranſgreffion, and Sin, Now, Forgiveneſs is a free Thing 
Freeneſs is implied in the very Nature of Pardon. Take 
away the former, and You deſtroy the latter.—If ar 
Equivalent be given, Pardon is no longer Pardon, bu 
a Purchaſe. Forgiveneſs ceaſes to be an Act of Grace 
and becomes the Payment of a Debr. 

Ap. The Text you quote is truly fublime, and 
equally comfortable, But You forget to mention one 
Article of very great Moment, which cloſes and com. 
pletes the glorious Character. Which ſeems added on 

urpoſe, to prevent any wrong Apprehenſions of the 

EITY, and to guard againſt all Abuſe of the Doc- 
trine. He will in no wiſe clear the Guilty GOD wil 


not, on any Conſideration whatever, abſolve the obſtinate 


perſevering, irreclaimable Offender : neither will He 
acquit any of the guilty Race, abſolutely, unconditionally, 
or without ſuch 4 Sitisfaction, as may repair the Honout 
of his injured Law. 8 


| * H: will in no wiſe clear the Grilty, Exod. xxxiv. 7. This Text 
is not without its Difficulty, eſpecially in the Original .—Sterchas in. 


| terprets the Words, E? innocens non erit fine Piaculs: He ſhall not be 


acquitted without a piacular Sacrifice, —I think, they may be tram. 
lated, with a little more Propriety and Exactneſs, thus; Pardmin 
Tniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin, np ue npn though He «vill by u 
means tet it go wnpuniſhed, meaning Sin: which is the immediate Ant. 
cedent ; is expreſſed in the three preceding Words ; and may very 
- properly be referred to in this Clauſe. Then the Senſe will be, a 
follows; Though GOD pardons Sin, yet it ſhall not go unpuniſhed, 
« He will certainly inflict his righteous Vengeance, and exerciſe hi 
« punitive Juſtice, though not on the Sinner, whom He ſpares ; yet 
cc on the SURETY, whom He has provided. In the ſame Man. 
ner Cocceius renders the Paſſage, Et non exercens Impunitatem ; and es. 
pounds it much to the ſame Purpoſe. —We have this very Word, i 
the ſame remarkable Conſtruction, Jer. xxx. 11. np R7 dn; 
which is tranſlated, I will not leave thee altogether umpuniſsed. Which 
preciſely ſignifies, Ab/ofving I will not 2 Thee; and, according 
to our Manner of ſpeaking, imports, I will by no Means acquit Thi 

as innocent, | 
8 Wi 


is Text 


reiſe hs 
es; yet 
e Man. 
and ex. 
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than the Word Habitation, 
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Me have Redemption through his Blood, ſays the Apoſtle, 


even the Forgiveneſs of our Sins *, It is Forgiveneſs, 
You ſee, though bought with a Price. It is Remiſſion, 
though procured by Blood.——lt is free, with regard to 
that ſovereign BEING, who pardons. For, He was 
under no Obligation to admit of a propitiatory Sacrifice; 
but might, without any Diminution of his Dignity, 
have left all Mankind to periſh in their Sins. Alt is free, 
with regard to the obnoxious Creatures, who are pardoned. 
For, it is vouchſafed, without any Satisfaction demanded 
at heir Hands, or any Penalty inflicted on their Perſons.— 
It is in this reſpect alſo free; that an Intereſt in the great 
Atonement is granted to Us, without the leaſt Merit, 
or any deſerving Qualifications of our own. 

In all this, GOD is not only merciful, but moſt ten- 
derly and inexpreſſibly merciful. And will any One 
calumniate this majeſtic and venerable Method of exer- 
ciſing Mercy? Becauſe Proviſion is made for the equal 
Glory of Truth and Holineſs? - Calumniate! Surely, 
it becomes Us to admire and adore, ſaying with the 
Pſalmiſt; 7uftice and Judgment are the Habitation of thy 
Throne . Juſtice ſatisfied, and Judgment fully executed, 
in the Perſon of the MEDIATOR, are the Baſis or 
Foundation of thy Throne. The Foundation, on which 
thy Throne of Grace is erected, and from which all its 
Adminiſtrations proceed. 

Ther. Does not your Notion of a propitiatory Sacri- 
fice, derogate from the Goodneſs of the Almighty 
FATHER; and transfer all our Obligations to the 
incarnate SON ? 

Aſp. Is there not Goodneſs, in allowing a Subſtitute 
to ſuffer in our Stead ls there not ſtill greater Good- 
neis, in previding a Subſtitute for Us, without any Soli- 
citation on our Part?—Is there not the very higheſt 
Exertion of Goodneſs, in devoting a dear, an only, an 

* Eph. i. 7. g 
„ Hal. Ixxxix. 14. The Original hop ſigniſies a Bafis, or Sup. 
porter, Which, when applied to a 7hroe, is evidently more proper 
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incomparably excellent SON; in devoting HIM to the 
dreadful Purpoſe ?--This marvellous Scheme, far, very 
far from obſcuring, moſt illuſtriouſly diſplays, the ſuper. 
abundant Loving-kindneſs of the FATHER. | 

GOD fo loved the World, apoſtate and polluted as it 
was Ho did He love it? To a Degree, unutterable 
by any Tongue ; inconceivable by- any Imagination; 
andonly to be expreſſed by the infinitely precious Effects, 
Loved it so, that He gave his only begotten S ON, that 
whoſoever belieueth on Him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life * And does this derogate from the 
Goodneſs of the r 6 FATHER ? Not barely 
to give Pardon and Life, but to give them through the 
Hands, nay, through the Wounds, the Agonies, the 
Death of his divineſt, deareſt SON ! 
Such Privileges, vouchſafed in any Way, muſt chal- 
lenge the devouteſt Acknowledgements. But, when 
attended with this additional Demonſtration of Favour, 
they inflame Us with Gratitude, and tranſport Us with 
Admiration. They not only manifeſt, but + commend 
the divine Love : they ſhew it to the greateſt Advantage; 
ſhew it in the utmoſt Perfection; with every Circum- 
ſtance, of grand Recommendation, and high Endear- 
ment.—By this Means, bleſſed GOD, Thou haſt un- 
ſpeakably enhanced thy Benefits! Thou haſt rendered 
them, though invaluable in themſelves, exceedingly more 
ſo, by the Manner of conferring them! 

Ther. Again in your Elevations; A/pafio ?—The 
World, You know, is grown very rational and inqui- 
ſitive; will admit nothing, but upon clear Evidence, 


John 111. 16. | 

+ Rom. v. 8. Tongnen. It ſeems to be an Image taken from the 
Practice of Trade/mer., Who, in ſhewing their Goods, point out and 
enlarge upon their Excellencies ; ſetting in the cleareſt Light, whit. 
ever may beſpeak their Worth, or recommend them to the Purchaſer, 
Perhaps, it may allude to the Cuſtom of ſending, with ſome fi- 
vourite and worthy Perſon, recommendatory Letters, In which his good 
Qualities are deſcribed; and every Thing is mentioned, that may 
- embelliſh his Character, and render his Preſence reſpectable. In thi 
Senſe St. Paul uſes thoſe nearly related Words, (vncanu, (rare, 


* Cor. iii. 1. 


and 


—_— > a. Row Lode cr <a a. * 
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and full Conviction. We expect, therefore, in all re- 
ligious Enquiries, not the Flights of Fancy, or the 
Sallies of Zeal ; but a Sobriety of Reaſon, and Solidity 
of Argument. | 

Ap. The World, rational as it is, ſeems, by the Taſte 
of the preſent Age, no Enemy to Works of Fancy. 
The World, therefore, may not be diſpleaſed with an 
affecting Story. And a Story, ſuitable to the Occaſion, 
juſt occurs to my Mind. Such as may ſerve to ſhadow 
forth, though very faintly, the ſurpaſſing Benignity and 
Grace of our crucified LORD. 

A certain Afiatic Queen, departing this Life, left 
behind Her three accompliſhed Sons; all arrived to 
Years of Maturity.—The young Princes were at trite, 


who ſhould pay the higheſt Reſpect to their royal 


Mother's Memory, To give Scope for their generous 
Contention, they agreed to meet at the Place of her 
Interment ; and there preſent the moſt honourable Gift, 
they knew how to deviſe, or were able to procure, — 
The Eldeft came, and exhibited a ſumptuous Monu- 
ment ; conſiſting of the richeſt Materials, and orna- 
mented with the moſt exquiſite Workmanſhip.— The 
Second ranſacked all the Beauties of the blooming Crea- 
tion; and offered a Garland of ſuch admirable Colours, 
and delightful Odours, as had never been ſeen before. 
The Youngeſt appeared, without any pompous Prepara- 
tion; having only a cryſtal Baſon in one Hand, and a 
ſilver Bodkin in the other. As ſoon as He approached, 
He threw -open his Breaſt ; pierced a Vein, which Ja 
oppoſite to his Heart; received the Blood in the tran{- 
parent Vaſe ; and, with an Air of affectionate Reverence, 
placed it on the Tomb.—The Spectators, ſtruck with 
the Sight, burſt into a Shout of general Applaule ; and 
immediately gave the Preference to this laſt Oblation. 
If it was reckoned ſuch a ſingular Expreſſion of Love, 


toexpend a few of thoſe precious Drops, for the Honour 


of a Parent: O! how matchleſs 1 how ineffable was the 
Love of FESUS, in pouring out all his vital Blood, 
tor the Salvation of Enemies | 

Vol. I. K Ther. 
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They. My greateſt Objection is ſtill to come.—l{ 
CHRIST ſuffered in our Stead ; He muſt ſuffer that 
very Puniſhment, which was due to our Iniquities. This 
your orthodox Divines affirm to be incomparably work 
than bodily Death; to be nothing leſs than the ever- 
laſting Diſpleaſure of GOD. 

Aſp. The Puniſhment due to our Iniquities, was 
Shame, Death, and the divine Wrath. 

As for Shame—Woas ever Shame, like that Shame, 
which our deſpiſed REDEEMER bore ?—Tho' 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth, yet born in a Stable, 
and laid in a Manger.—When an Infant, exiled from 
his own Country, and a Vagabond in a foreign Land, 
When engaged in the Diſcharge of his Miniſtry, 
accuſed of the moſt flagitious Crimes, and branded 
with the blackeſt Names. When brought to his Exit, 
apprehended as a Thief; condemned as a MalefaQor; 
nay, the vileſt of Malefactors, a Robber and a Mur- 
derer, is preferred before him. — His Executioners poured 
Contempt upon all his venerable Offices. As a King, 
they ridiculed Him, by putting a Mock-Sceptre into 
his Hand; and crowning Him with ragged Thorns *, 
inſtead of a royal Diadem. They vilified his prophetic 
Character, by hood-winking his Eyes; ftriking his 
bleſſed Head; and then aſking, in cruel Deriſion, Who 
it was that ſmote bim T. They caſt Reproach upon his 
prieſtly Undertaking, when they ſharpened their Tongues 
-with malicious Irony, and ſhot out thoſe bitter Words: 
He ſaved Others, Himſelf He cannot ſave F.——To render 
his Infamy as public, as it was ſhocking, they hung 
Him on a Tree; and expoſed Him, defiled as He was 
with Spitting, and disfigured with Wounds, to the 


* To have crowned the bleſſed 7 ESUS with Straw, would have 
been a vile Inſult, and treating Him like an ambitious Madman. 
But to crown Him with keen, pungent, lacerating Thorns, was adding 
Cruelty to their Inſults; unheard of Barbarity to the moſt con- 
temptuous Mockery. Matt. xxvii. 29. 

+ Scornfully infinuating, that his ſacred prophetic Office was fit for 
nothing, but to ſerve ſuch deſpicable Purpoſes, Matt. xxvi. 68. 


1 Matt, xxvii. 42. | 
gazing 
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gazing Eyes and contumelious Scoffs of numberleſs 
Spectators. 

"I You doubt, whether CHRIST ſuſtained the Wrath 
of GOD, let Us follow Him to the Garden of Gethſe- 
mane. A Scene, which I would always recolle&, when 
I walk along the fertile Vale, or expatiate amidſt the 
flowery Garden *, or enjoy the Delights of any rural 
Retirement.— He had no Remorſe, to alarm his ſpotleſs 
Conſcience ; yet Fearfulneſs and Trembling came upon 
Him. No Violence was offered to his ſacred Perſon ; yet 


able, a horrible Dread overwhelmed Him. He was anointed 
from with the Oil of Gladneſs, above his Fellows f. Yet fo 
and. intenſe was his Affliction, that it fetched Tears ꝓ from 


ſtry, his Eyes, and forced that melancholy Cry from his 
nded Lips; My Soul is ſorrowful; exceeding ſorrowful ; ſor- 
Exit, WY rowful ever unto Death &.—'T was Night, cold Night; 
Nor ; and though our Divine MAS TER lay . proſtrate upon 
Mur- the Earth; amidit the Fall of chilling Dews, He ſweat 
ured He ſweat Blood—Yea, ſo fore was this ſtrange, unſeen 
King, Conflict, that He ſweat great Drops of Blood; running 
into down, in reeking Streams, to the Ground. What 
rns *, Cauſe, what adequate Cauſe, can be aſſigned for this 
phetic amazing Anguiſh ? None but the Wrath of his Almighty 
> his FATHER. Who was now become an inexorable 
Wh JUDGE; treated Him no longer as the SON of his 
n his Love, but as the SURETY for unnumbered Millions 
ngues of guilty Creatures. 

ords: ther. Was it poſſible, that the innocent and holy 
ender JESUS, the dearly beloved SON of GOD, ſhould be- 
hung come an Object of His FAT HER's Wrath? 

e was Aſp. It was not only poſſible, but unavoidable and 
o the ¶ neceſſary. Unavoidable, with reſpect to the divine Holi- 
nels; zecefſary, for the Procurement of our Redemption. 
adm. Sin was charged upon CHRIST; all the Sins of all 


ſt con- * Alluding to the Evangeliſt's Deſcription of Gethſemane, who re- 

| preſents it as a Garden; and to the Etymology of the Word, which 

s fit for _—_ fat or fruitful Valley, SWujꝛZAf wa John xviii. 1. Matt. 
8, XXVI. 30. A 

+ Pal, xlv. 7. 1 Heb. v. 7. $ Matt, xxvi. 38. 

K 2 Belie vers, 
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Believers, in all Ages and Places of the World. And 
could the infinitely righteous GOD behold ſuch a Deluge 
of Iniquities, (thoſe abominable Things, which He 
hateth) without expreſſing his Diſpleaſure? Or could 
the bleſſed FESUS be puniſhed, truly .puniſhed for 
them, without any painful Senſation of their horrid Evil, 
and of that tremendous Indignation which they deſerved ? 

If this was not the Caſe, who can maintain the Dignity 
of his Conduct, during the Agony in the Garden ?— 
Was there no Pouring out of the divine Diſpleaſure! 
Then his Behaviour in that Hour of Tryal, did not 
equal the Intrepidity of the three Hebrew Youths ; who 
continued calm, and without the leaſt Perturbation, 
while the Furhace was heated into ſeven- fold Rage *,— 
But if this was the Time, in which, (no created Arm 
being ſtrong enough to give the Blow) it pleaſed the 
LORD to bruiſe Him f; if this was the Time, in which 
the moſt high GOD bent his Bow like an Enemy, and 
flood with his Right-hand as an Adverſary I; it is eaſy, 
very eaſy to account for the prodigious Conſternation of 
our REDEEMER. No wonder that his Heart, 
though endued with otherwiſe invincible Fortitude, 
ſhould become like melting wax. For, who knoweth 
the Power of that Wrath, at which the Pillars of Heaven 
tremble 8? - 

Ah! Theron; the Vinegar and the Gall, which they 
gave Him to drink, were not half /o bitter, as the Cup 
of his FATHER's Wrath. Yet, for our ſake, He 
drank it off to the very Dregs.— The Nails, that pierced 
his Hands; the Spear that cleft his Heart; were not 
half /o ſharp, as the Frowns of his eternal FAT HER 
Countenance. Which, for our Conſolation, He patiently 
ſubmitted to bear.— He was rent with Wounds, and 
racked with Pain; his Bones were diſlocated, and h 


* Dan. ni. 16, 17, 18. 

+ Vai. Iii. 10. The Prophet ſays not, Tt pleaſed the LORD 
that wicked Men ſhould bruiſe Him; but, I. plerſed the LORY 
himſelf 7 bruiſe Him. 

+ Lam. ii. 4. $ Job xxvi. 11, 
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Nerves convulſed; a thouſand thorny Daggers were 
planted in his Temples, and Life flowed out at ten 
thouſand guſhing Veins. Yet this, all this was gentle, 
was lenient, in compariſon of thoſe inexpreſſible Agonies, 
which penetrated his very Soul. The former drew not 
a ſingle Complaint from his Mouth : the latter wrung 
from his breaking Heart that paſſionate Exclamation ; 
My GOD! My GOD! why baſt Thou forſaken me ?— 
Aſtoniſhing Words ! Surely, a Diſtreſs, beyond all Ima- 
gination grievous “, uttered them. Surely, the Ven- 
geance, not of Men, but of Heaven itſelf, extorted 
them. Every Syllable of which ſpeaks, what the mourn- 
ing Prophet deſcribes; [s-it nothing to You, all Ye that 
paſs by * Behold and ſee ! if there be any Sorrow like unto 
my Sorrow, wherewith the LORD hath afflifted me, in 
the Day of bis fierce Anger ? 

Here, now, is our whole Puniſhment endured; Shame 


of the Croſs, and the Sorrows of Death; the Suſpen- 


ſions of the ALMIG HT Y's Favour, and the terrible 
Senſations of his Wrath. 

Ther. Be it ſo. Yet all this amounts to no more 
than Part of Payment. For, theſe Sufferings were 
tranſient ; Zemporary only, not eternal. Therefore, the 


To heighten our Idea of this Diftreſs, the Evangeliſts make uſe 
of the mo? forcible Words—xgEaro aH eν He was ſeized with 
the moſ? alarming Aſtoniſhment—agyoru, He was overwhelmed with 
inſupportable DejeAion—xr:qirunE-, He was ber/ieged on all Sides, as it 
were, with an Army of invading Sorrows—He wreſtl:d, amidſt ſtrong 
Cries and Tears, not only with the Malice of Men, and Rage of 
Devils, but with the infinitely more dreaded Indignation of GOD: 
He wreſtled even unto an Agony of Spirit, „ aſwna., All theſe Cir. 
cumſtances of Horror and Anguiſh, conſtitute what a celebrated Poet 
very juſtly ſtyles, 


A Weight of Wee more than ten Worlds could bear ! 


The Critic, probably, will admire the Propriety and Beanty of this 
Line. Which, compoſed of nothing but Monoſyllables, and clogged 


-with the frequent Repetition of a cumbrous Conſonant, makes the 


Sound remarkably appoſite to the Senſe. —May We all be /acred 
Critics ! Have, not only a refined Taſte, to reliſh ſuch Elegancies of 
Compoſition, but an awakened Heart, to feel the Energy of ſuch 
znportant Truths! 

7 Lam. 1. 12, 
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bl. main Circumſtance, the moſt bitter Ingredient, was 
W wanting. | | 
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Aſp. In the Eſtimate of divine Juſtice, and in point 
of penal Satisfaction, they were equivalent to our end- 
leſs Puniſhment “. Eſpecially, if We conſider the Se. 
verity of the Sufferings, and the Dignity of the S UF. 
FERER. | 

The Severity of the Sufferings. —Let me illuſtrate this 
Point by a Compariſon. At the laſt Day, all thoſe 
fierce eruptive Flames, which have raged in Ana, in 
Veſuvius, and in every other burning Mountain through- 
out the World—All thoſe confined ſubterranean Fires, 
which have ſo terribly ſhaken the Foundations of Jamaica, 
Sicily, and Conſtantinople In a Word; the whole Element 
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1 of Fire, however employed through all the Revolutions 
0 of Time, wherever diffuſed through all the Regions of 
1 the Globe, will then be collected from all Quarters, and 
N 1 burſt forth in one vaſt, reſiſtleſs, general Conflagration. 
5 "| In fume ſuch Manner, all that Wrath, which was due to 
Wl: the innumerable Multitude of Sinners, redeemed from 
bl: every People, and Nation; which, if executed on the 
"1. offending Creatures, had been prolonged to eternal 
IR Ages ; all that Wrath, contracted into one inconceivably 


dreadful Blaze, was at once poured out upon the inter- 
oſing SURETY; at once flamed forth on our heavenly 
ICTIM.—This will appear more than probable, 1, 
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1 1 among other Particulars, We contemplate the unequaled 

"i Fi Magnanimity of our LORD, who is ſtyled the Lion of 

Will the Tribe of Judah ; and compare it with his bloody 

"if Sweat in the Garden, and his exceeding bitter Cry on 

. — 3 | , 

: | £ | a quidem ut brevis Paſſis CHRISTI eterne Damnandorum æpui. | 

. Wit polleat : & Unius Paſſio tot Electorum Myriadibus redimendis ſufficiat, 

145 Wis. in Symb. 4 

i by | + Rev. V. Fo | — 
1 + I think, the Language of the Cet Liturgy, is the Language of il 


ſtrict Propriety, as well as of fervent Devotion, Ai aſhwpwr (/ habe 
parw, The Sufferings of our LORD were, in their Meaſure and 
Weight, vaſt, tremendous, unltuszun ; abſolutely beyond the Reach of 
human Imagination, 5 
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The Dignity of the SUFFERER.—Had our S A- 
VIOUR's Sufferings been the Sufferings of a mere 
Man; or of the moſt exalted Angel, I acknowledge, 
they could have bore no Proportion to our Demerit. 
But they were the Sufferings of the PRINCE of 
Heaven, and the LORD of Glory: before whom all 
Men are as Duſt, and all Angels as Worms.—Was an 
infinite MAJESTY offended ? An infinite ME DI- 
ATOR atoned. Weigh the Dignity, the divine Dig- 
nity of the REDEEMER's Perſon, againſt the ever- 
laſting Duration of our Puniſhment. It will not only 
counterbalance, but preponderate. Finite Creatures can 
never make an infinite Satisfaction; no, not through 
the moſt unlimited Progreſſion of Ages. Whereas, 
when our LORD undertook the Work, being truly 
and properly infinite, He finiſhed it at once.—So that 
his Sufferings, though temporary, have an All-ſufficiency 
of Merit and Efficacy. They are, in this Reſpect, 
adequate; nay, on Account of the Infinitude of his 
Nature, they are more than adequate to an Eternity of 
Puniſhment, | 

It was IMMANUEL, it was the incarnate GOD, 
who purchaſed the Church, and redeemed Sinners, with 
The immenſe Dignity and Grandeur 
of our SAVIOUR, communicated their ennobling 
Influence, to every Tear He ſhed, to every Sigh He 
heaved, to every Pang He felt. This renders his Suft- 
ferings a perfect, as their vicarious Nature renders them 
a proper Satisfaction. And though he Wood of Lebanon 
was not ſufficient to burn, nor all the Beaſts thereof ſufficient 
for a Burnt-offering t; yet this Sacrifice fully anſwers 
the Exigence of the Caſe.— This Sacrifice ſends up an 
ever-acceptable Odour to the Skies, and diffuſes its 


+ As xx, 28. The original Words are remarkably emphatical. 
They expreſs with the utmoſt Preciſion, they aſcertain with the greateſt 
Cogency, the moſt important and precious of all Truths. Tu, ei- 
cia z Oe, ny repre νjmj r Ne ru 19s νν,ẽHτ eie. The Church of GOD, 
which HE hath purchaſed with MIS w] PROPER Blood, | 

7 Ifai, xl. 16, 

K 4 ſweet 


_ 

= 
=—— 
W — . 
— 

* 


— 4 
= IIS "Y 4 


a. — 
OT, —— > 


136 DIALOGUE IV. 


fweet Perfume through all Generations: ſuch as appeaſe; 
Heaven, and revives the World. | 

Yes, Theron; You muſt give me Leave to repeat the 
ſublime and delightful Truth. It was GOD, the great 
GOD, even our SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST, wh 
gave Himſelf for Us *. His Sacrifice therefore muſt be 
inconceivably meritorious. O! that Sinners, the vileſt of 
Sinners, knew its all-ſufficient Efficacy! They would no 
longer be holden in the Bonds of Iniquity, by that de. 
ſtructive Suggeſtion of the Devil, There is no Hope f. 
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Ther. What valuable End could ſuch vicarious Suf. 
ferings accompliſh ? Suppoſe GOD abſolutely inex- 
orable, and they cannot avail. Suppoſe Him divinely 
merciful, and they are needleſs. 

Aſp. The Difficulty You propoſe, I think, has been 
obviated already, So that I have no Occaſion to ſolve 
your Dilemma, but only to anſwer your Queſtion, 
Which I ſhall do, firſt in general; by collecting into a 
Point, the Subſtance of this and the preceding Con- 
ference, Theſe Sufferings—as a Puniſhment, gave ample 
Satisfaction to the divine violated Law—as a Sacrifice, 
they perfectly reconciled Us to our offended GOD—a 
a Price, they redeemed Us from every Evil, and pur- 
chaſed for Us a Title to all Good, 

This is a Subject of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Import- 
ance. Let not my Theron imagine, I would abuſe his 
Patience, if I dwell a Moment longer on the favourite 
Topic.—A Topic, which attracts the Attention of 
Heaven, Earth, and Hell. The Croſs of CHRIST 6 
the Object of Approbation and ineffable Complacency, 
to the eternal CREATOR; of Wonder and Admi- 
ration, to all intelligent and holy Creatures; of Alam 
and Anguith, to the infernal Hoſts.— The Church of 
GOD, for above four thouſand Years, was continually 
looking towards it, with Expectation and longing Deſire. 
We are now looking to it, as the one Foundation of our 
Comfort; while other Generations are riſing, and wil 


* Tit. li. I 3, 1457 + Jer, ii. 257 fit 
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riſe in uninterrupted Succeſſions, to behold it with re- 
newed Ardour and Delight. And when Time ſhall be 
no more, innumerable Multitudes of Saints and Angels, 
will be looking backwards on it, with Adoration and 
Tranſport, even in the remoteſt Ages of Eternity. 

Ther. True; but You have not mentioned the par- 
ticular Ends, accompliſhed by this great Tranſaction. 

Aſp. I might enumerate many Ends, all magnificent 
and gracious. I content myſelf with ſpecifying a few, 
But ſuch as bring the higheſt Glory to GOD —adminiſter 
the moſt ſolid Comfort to Man—and moſt effectually 
promote the Intereſts of Piety. 

Here We have a Manifeſtation of inflexible Juſtice, 
in Concert with unbounded Goodneſs.—Inflexible Juſtice; 
in that the great and terrible GOD, though determined 
to exerciſe Mercy, would exerciſe it only in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as might vindicate the Authority of his Law; 
might teſtify the Purity of his Nature ; and declare the 
inviolable Faithfulneſs of his Word. —Unbounded Good- 
neſs; in that He with-held not his SON, his only 
SON, but freely gave Him up for Us all. Gave up 
« the BRIGHTNESS of his Glory,” to be covercd 
with Infamy ; gave up © the BELOVED of his Soul,” 
to expire in Agonies ; on purpoſe to obtain Honour and 
Immortality for apoſtate Men. —The Torments inflicted 
on all the Damned in Hell, are not ſo fearful a Monu- 
ment of GOD's Juſtice, as thoſe dying Agonies of the 
LORD FESUS CHRIST. Nor could a thouſand 
Worlds, beſtowed on every Believer, have been ſuch an 
Act of ſuper-abundant Munificence, as that Gift of his 
ever- bleſſed SON. 

Look We for Power and Wiſdom ?—To uphold the 
Humanity of CHRIST, under all the ſtudied Cruelties 
of Men, under the inſatiate Rage of Devils, and the far 
more tremendous Curſe of the divine Law“: to conquer 

Sin, 

* [/ai. xlii. 6. I the LORD will held thine Hand, and will keep 
Thee, This is ſpoken of the MESSIAH, It gives Him Aſſurance 
of effectual Support, when the Vengeance of Heaven, the F = 4 

c 
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Sin, and Death, and Hell, by a Perſon bound with 


Fetters, nailed to a Tree, and crucified in Weakneſs : to 
expiate, by one Offering, the innumerable Millions of 
Crimes, committed by all his People, from the Begin. 
ning to the End of Time: was not this Power? match- 
tefs Power ? aſtoniſhing Power ?—And as for Wiſdom, 
how admirable was the Contrivance, which could har- 
monize the ſeemingly oppoſite Claims of Mercy and of 
Juſtice ! Could not only ſatisfy each, but magnify both! 
— Had Puniſhment been executed on the wretched help- 
leſs Sinner, Mercy had loſt her amiable Honours. Had 
the Sinner been reſtored to Favour, without any Penalties 
fuftained either by Himſelf or his SURETY, Juſtice 
had been ſet aſide as an inſignificant Attribute. W hereas, 
by our LOR D's vicarious and expiatory Sufferings, 
both are manifeſted, and both are exalted. Therefore 
the Scripture affirms, that GOD hath not only exerciſed, 
but abounded in Wiſdom and Prudence—nay, hath abounded 


in ail Wiſdom and Prudence *, by this Combination of 


righteous Vengeance and triumphant Grace. Which 1s, 
at once, ſo honourable to Himſelf, and ſo advantageous 
to his People. | 

Ther. «© Advantageous to his People. — I am glad, 
You are come to this Point. This 1s what I want to 
have cleared up. I am for thoſe Doctrines, which glorify 
GOD, by doing Good to Man. Give me the Religion, 
whoſe Aſpect is benign, and whoſe Agency is beneficial. 
Not like a Meteor, to dazzle Us with a vain Glitter. 
Not like a Comet, to terrify Us with a formidable Glare. 
But like yonder Sun, whoſe Beams ſhed Light, and 
diffuſe Joy all around. 

Ap. Is this what You ſeek, and what You prize: 
Then the Chriſtian Religion, this Doctrine in particular, 


Hell, and the Sins of the World, ſhould fall upon Him with united 
Violence. To ſupport the MEDIATOR under theſe Circum- 
ſtances, is mentioned as a very diſtinguiſhed AR of that omnipotent 
Arm, which created the Heavens, and ſpread forth the Earth, and giveth 
Spirit to them that quali therein, Ver. 5. 

* Eph. i. 8. . 
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will anſwer your largeſt Expectations, and challenge your 
higheſt Eſteem, For it is rich with Benefits of the moſt 
needful, the moſt deſirable, and moſt exalted Kind. 

The firſt and leading Bleſſing is Pardon of Sins — 
Pardon, not of ſmall Sins only, but of the moſt aggra- 
vated, the moſt horrid, the moſt enormous. Be they 
flaming as Scarlet, be they foul as the Dunghill, be 
they black as Hell itſelf ; yet they ſhall be as the ſpotlefs 
Wool, or as the Virgin Snows * : they ſhall, by Virtue 
of this grand Expiation, be as though they had never 
been. Pardon, not of a few, but of al Sins. Be they 
numerous as the Hairs of our Head ; numerous as the 
Stars of Heaven ! or innumerable as the Sands upon 


the Sea-ſhore ; the Blood of FESUS CHRIST cleanſeth 


from them ALL f. 


Hereby We have Victory over Death, and Admittance 
into eternal Life. For thus faith the holy Apoſtle, con- 
cerning the poor Sojourners in Clay ; Seeing therefore the 
Children were Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, HE alſo 
partook of the ſame ; that by undergoing Death, He might 
deſtroy Him who had the Power of Death, that is the Devil; 
and deliver thoſe, who, through Fear of Death, were all 
their Life-time ſubject to Bondage F.—And thus faith the 
venerable Elder, concerning the triumphant Inhabitants 
of Heaven; Theſe are they, who came out of great Tribu- 
lation ; and have waſhed their Robes, and made them white 
in the Blood of the LA MB: therefore are they before the 
Throne F. 

The Philiſtines rejoiced, when Samſon the Deſtroyer 
of their Country, was delivered into their Hands. How 
much greater Reaſon have We to rejoice, ſince the 
bleſſed FESUS has vanquiſhed our laſt Enemy! Has 
made Death the Miniſter of endleſs Life, and the Grave 
a Gate to immortal Glory (— Joſeph had Cauſe to be 
glad, when he put off his Priſon-garments, and was 
clothed with Change of Raiment : when He was brought 
from the Dungeon to the Palace, and honoured with a 


Lai. i. 18. 1 1 John i. 7. 4 Heb, ii. 14 15. 5 Rer. 
Vii 14. 
Seat 
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Seat at the Right-hand of the King. But is it not a 
- incomparably richer Bleſſing, to have our Robes waſhed 
in redeeming Blood, and our Souls cleanſed from all 
Guilt? Is it not an incomparably higher Advancement, to 
be admitted into the bliſsful Preſence, and to poſſeſs the 
everlaſting Kingdom of GOD ? 

To comprehend all in a word—Hereby are procured, 
even for the moſt unworthy Creatures, all the Benefits of 
the New Covenant. Therefore, the Blood of CHRIS! 
is {ſtyled by a Prophet, The Blood of thy Covenant * ; by 
an Apoſtle, The Blood of the everlaſting Covenant ; and 
our LORD himſelf ſays, This is the new Covenant in 
my Blood F.—Is it a Privilege to know G OD, the 
infinitely glorious Center and Source of all Perfection? 

Is it a moſt valuable Endowment, to have his holy Law; 
put into our Minds, and his heavenly Precepts written 
on our Hearts? Is it a Branch of real Felicity, to have 
our numberleſs Sins forgiven, and not one of our Iniqui- 
ties remembered any more ? Is it the Compendium of 
all Happineſs, to have GOD for our Portion, and our 
exceeding great Reward ? To be his peculiar Treaſure, 
his loving and beloved People &.—Of all theſe We may 
ſay, They are the Purchaſe of IMM ANUEL's Blood: 
and whoever is truly intereſted in the latter, 1s unqueſtion- 
ably intitled to all the former. 

Who then would refuſe ſo comfortable a Doctrine! 
Which— | | 

Ther. Is too comfortable, We might imagine, to be 
either true in itſelf, or /afe in its Conſequences. Muſt 
it not tend to embolden the Sinner in the Proſecution of 
his Vices? Who need ſcruple to tranſgreſs, or be very 
ſolicitous to repent; if an all-atoning SACRIFICE 
has been offered, for every Kind, and every Degree & 
Wickedneſs ? a | 


® Zech. ix. 11. 7 Heb. xiii. 20. 

t Luke xxii. 20. The original Word Aabnan fignifies either 4 
T:ftament, or a Covenant, 

$ Heb, viii. 10, 11, 12, 
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Aſp. Would You have Sinners intimidated? Nothing 
ſpeaks ſuch Terror to the Children of Diſobedience, as 
the bitter Paſſion, and accurſed Death of CHRIST.— 
All the rhetorical Aggravations of Sin, with regard to 
irs loathſome Nature, and execrable Vileneſs—all the 
Severity of Vengeance executed upon rebellious Angels, 
or wicked Men—all, all are weak and inexpreſſive, com- 
pared with the dreadful Emphaſis of this great Tranſ- 
action, For, if the LORD Almighty ſpared not his 
n SON, when Sin was, not committed by Him, 
but only imputed to Him; how much leſs ſhall He 
ſpare incorrigible Offenders, who both habitually commit, 
and obſtinately perſiſt in, their daring Impieties ? 

If, by Repentance, You mean an ingenuous Sorrow 
for our Tranſgreſſions ; nothing is ſo likely to break 
the ſtony, or melt the icy Heart, as theſe doleful Ef- 
fects of Sin.—Let Us imagine Ourſelves preſent at 
Calvary, and ſtanding by the Croſs. See! the inno- 
cent, the amiable, the illuſtrious SAVIOUR, hangs 
ona Tree. A Tree, torturous as the Rack, and 1 
minious as the Gibbet!—See! his Face is foul with 
ſpitting, and his Back tore with the Scourge. His Veins 
ſtream with Blood, and his Heart is wounded with 
Anguiſh.—There he hangs, abandoned by his Friends; 
reviled by his Enemies; and forſaken even by his GOD. 
Can We refle&, that Ve, even He were the Cauſe of 
this inconſolable Miſery ; and not feel Remorſe in our 
Conſciences, or Sorrow in our Minds? Can We reflect, 
that for Us, for Us He bore this amazing Torment; and 
not ſmite our Breaſts, or be pained at our very Souls? 

If, by Repentance, Lou mean a thorough Renunciatioa 
of all Iniquity ; no Motive is ſo effectual, to divorce 
the Heart from every abominable Ido], and divert the 
Feet from every evil Way, as an attentive Conſideration 


of our REDEEMER's Death. Whoſe Indignation 


does not ariſe againſt the infamous Wretch, that betrayed 


the bleſſed FESUS? Who is not ready to deteſt thoſe 
invenomed Tongues, which accuſed Him; and thoſe 
barbarous Hands, which crucified Him ? Yet our Luſts 
were more guilty, in this Reſpect, than Judas or the 

Jews. 
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Fews. Our Luſts and evil Deeds were the principal 
Actors in this deepeſt of Tragedies: How then can We 
careſs; how can We entertain; yea, how can We endure 
thoſe execrable Iniquities, which were the Betrayers and 
Murderers of the PRINCE of Life? — He bore our 
Sins in his own bleeding, agonizing Body on the Tree , 
not that we ſhould be emboldened to repeat them, but 
incited to abhor' them, and induced to forſake them, 
That, in our Practice and our Affections, We ſhould be 
averſe, be even dead to Sin“. 7 
If You would have Benevolence, your favourite Prin- 
ciple, take place and operate; it is impoſſible to urge 
ſo endearing a Perſuaſive to univerſal Good-will, as this 
Kindneſs and Love of GOD our SAVIOUR TH. How 
can We indulge the Sallies of Reſentment, or harbour 
the Seeds of Animoſity ; when the meek, the merciful, 
the infinitely gracious REDEEMER, laid down. his 
Life for his bittereft Enemies? How can We treat with 
Contempt or Indifference, even the meaneſt of Mankind; 
fince our Divine MAS T E R gave his all-glorious Per- 
fon, for the vileſt Wretches and moſt miſerable Sinners ? 
— Never was there ſo winning a Call to diſintereſted 
Charity, as the amiable Example of CHRIS IT. Never 
fo binding a Cement of brotherly Love, as the Blood of 
the crucified FE SUS. 
In ſhort ; would You have People poſſeſſed of every 
heavenly Virtue, and animated to the Practice of every 
good Work ? Nothing adminiſters ſo powerful an Incite- 
ment to them all, as a /ively and appropriating Senſe of 
this wonderous Grace. Set home by the HOLY 
GHOST, it produces ſuch a warm Gratitude, and 


® 1 Pet. ii. 34. + Tit. iii. 4. 

f The Reader will give me Leave, on this Occaſion, to ſubjoin the 
noble Doxology of our Church. Which, when thus applied, may be 
an excellent Means, both of expreſſing our Graditude, and of quicken- 
ing our Nevotion.—Glory be to the FATHER ; for providing this 
all-ſufficient Atonement, and giving his SON to ſave a ruined World. 
— Glory be to the SON ; for humbling Himſelf to the Death of the 
Croſs, and obtaining eternal Redemption for Sinners, —G/oxy be to the 
HOLY GHOST; for teſtifying of CHRIST in our Hearts, and 
appropriating this great Salvation to our Souls, 


5 | ſuch 
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ſuch a Heart-felt Joy, as are far more operative than 
the moſt awful Threatenings, or the moſt cogent Rea- 
ſonings.—So that, quite contrary to your Suſpicions, 
the native Tendency of this excellent Doctrine, is to 
ſuppreſs Ungodlineſs, and to promote Piety. 

Obſerve the preſent calm Evening, yonder mild de- 
clining Sun, and theſe ſoft balmy Breezes. How they 
have unlocked the flowery- Priſons, and poured a Pro- 
fuſion of Odours through the Air. How they have in- 
ſpirited the little Songſters of the Grove, and fetched 
laviſh Harmony from their Throats. So ſweetly will a 
true Belief in FESUS CHRIST and Him crucified, 
draw forth all the Powers of the Soul, in Acts of ready 
and chearful Obedience, He is therefore ſaid, not only 
to juſtify, but alſo to ſan#ify the People with his Blood *. 

Let Us conſider the Death of CHRIST, in this its 
full Grandeur and extenſive Efficacy; and We ſhall 
diſcern the admirable Propriety of the Apoſtle's Remark : 
It became Him, for whom are all Things, and by whom are 
all Things, in bringing many Sons unto Glory, to make the 
CAPTAIN of their Salvation perfect through SufferingsF. 
Ir BECAME ; as an A# of Sovereignty in GOD, it com- 
ported with the Dignity, and emblazoned (if I may fo 
ipeak) the incomprehenſible Majeſty of all his Per- 
fections.— As an Execution of impartial Vengeance on 
our SURETY, it aſſerted the Rights of divine Go- 
vernment, and ſecured the utmoſt Veneration to the 
divine Law,—As an Emanation of rich Indulgence to 
Us, it redreſſed all our Miſery, and retrieves our whole 
Happineſs.—In each, in every Reſpect, it claims the 
moſt grateful and adoring Acceptance from ſinful Man; 
it will be had in everlaſting Honour, by the Choirs of 
Saints, and the Hoſts of Angels; and it is worthy of 
that high Encomium from JEHOVAH Himſelf, in 
this I AM WELL PLEASED. 


_* Heb, xiii, 12, + Heb, ui, 10, 


144 DIALOGUE Iv. 


Ther. I thank You, Aſpafiv. Your Arguments have 
not indeed converted me, but they have ſtrengthened 
my Faith. I never was ſo unhappily miſtaken, as to dif. 
believe the Satisfaction made by our LORD FESUy 
CHRIST; made to divine Juſtice ; made for the Sing 
of the World. But, now I ſee more clearly its Reaſor- 
ableneſs and Importance; its chearing Aſpect on the 
guilty Conſcience, and its benign Agency on the moral 
Conduct. 

App. 1 congratulate my dear Theron, on his thorough 
Conviction of this important Truth. May He be K. 
voured with more enlarged and inſtructive Views of the 
fundamental Article ! And may every renewed View be 
more and more influential on his Heart ! 

It is wonderfully pleaſing, to mark the Proceſs of 
Vegetation, in this opening Seaſon of the Year. Hoy 
the Hedges begin to bud: how the Bud ſwells upon 
the admiring Sight, and ventures farther into the in- 
viting Air: how the chearing Green expands itſelf more 
and more, and 1s continually upon the advancing Hand, 
Till it throws a Robe of Verdure, over Plants and 
'Trees, over Hills and Vales, over all the Surface of the 
Earth. So, may our Views of the incarnate G OD, 
and our Faith in his grand Atonement, be always pro- 
greſſive, and always operative! Till they have diffuſed 
their Influence through the whole Soul ; have refined the 
whole Temper ; and beautified all our Converſation. 

This is the Way, theſe Views of the incarnate G OD, 
and his great Atonement, to evangelical Holineſs. And 
is it not the Way of Peace and Pleaſantnefs? Reviving, 
raviſhing Thought! To have HIM for our bleeding 
Victim! HIM for our great Propitiation ! at whole Feet 
'the Armies of Heaven bow, and the Saints in Light 
adore !—Reviving, raviſhing Thought! To have 4 
our Puniſhment ſuſtained, and the whole Curſe of the 
Law exhauſted ; ſo that Juſtice itſelf can demand 10 
more !—Nay, to have ſo perfect a Ranſom paid for 


our Redemption, that it is not barely an Act o * 
| able 
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„wie Indulgence, but of Truth and Equity“ alſo, to 


d pardon, accept, and glorify the Believer !—In such a 

C. Method of Reconciliation, how fully does the Judg- 

3 ment acquieſce ! How ſecurely may the Conſcience 
reſt ! 

« Excuſe me, Theron. My Affections are again upon 


he the Soar. But I clip their Wings. — Only let me aſk, 
z not this Doctrine the grand Peculiarity of the Goſpel ; 
by which it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from every other Reli- 
ion, profeſſed in the World ?—Isitnotthe central Point, in 
. WT which all the Lines of Duty unite, and from which all the 


the Rays of Conſolation proceed ?—Strike this Article from 
be the Creed, and You reduce the Myſtery of Godlineſs to 
a Syſtem of Ethics; You degrade the Chriſtian Church 
of WH into a School of moral Philoſophy.—To deny the Ex- 
ow piation made by our REDEEMER's Sacrifice, is to 
on obſcure the brighteſt Manifeſtation of divine Benignity, 
in. and to undermine the principal Pillar of practical Reli- 
ore ion; is to make a deſperate Shipwreck of our everlaſt- 
ind, ing Intereſts, and daſh Ourſelves to death, on the very 
and Kock of Salvation. 
— Ther. Now, I believe, it is Time to repair Home- 
pro wards. And J hope, it will be no diſagreeable Ex- 
uſcd change to my Aſpaſio, if We reſign our Seat on the 
the Mount, for a Place in the Dining- room. 
| Aſp. Pray, let me enquire, as We walk along (for 
»D, MW | vas unwilling to interrupt our Diſcourſe, merely to 
And gratify my Curioſity) What may be the Deſign of yon- 
ring der Ediſice; which riſes on a ſmall Eminence, near the 
ding public Road? It is neither a Tower, nor a Dwelling- 
Feet houſe ; but looks like a ſtately Column, erected on pur- 
ight poſe to beautify the Proſpect. 
e dll Therefore the Apoſtle ſays, GOD i faithful and juft to forgive 
the Ur Sins, 1 John * Faithful ; — i had Ry "his 
1/4 Bleſſing, by the unanimous Voice of all his Prophets.— 7 / Surely 


then He will pwrj4S/ No; for this very Reaſon He will pardon.— 

This may ſeem ſtrange ; but, upon the evangelical Principles of Atone- 

vour- vent and Redemption, it is apparently true. Becauſe, when the Debt 

able BW '* paid, or the Purchaſe made, it is the Part of Equity to cancel the 
Bond, and deliver up the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, 


Vor. I. L Ther. 
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Ther. It is a ſort of monumental Pile. Erected, x; 
the Story goes, on a very memorable Occaſion,—Queen 
Eleanor accompanied King Edward the firſt to (what 
was called) the Holy War. In which He gained fig. 
nal Advantages over the Infidels, and acquired a large 
Share of Renown to Himſelf. After many gallant Fx. 
ploits performed in the Field, a treacherous and deſpe. 
rate Saracen, being admitted into his Chamber, under 
Pretence of private Buſineſs, wounded Him with an 
imporſoned Dagger. The Conſequence of which, his 
Phyſicians declared, muſt be inevitable and ſpeedy 
Death, unleſs the Poiſon was ſucked out by ſome hu- 
man Mouth, This might poſſibly preſerve: the royal 
Patient, but would be extremely dangerous to the 
Operator. | 

Dangerous as it was, his Queen claimed the Office; 
inſiſted upon it, as the Conſort's Right; and executed 
it ſo faithfully, that She ſaved the King's Life; ſo hap- 
ily, that She loſt not her own. —After this, She returned 
to England; lived many Years; and bore ſeveral Chil 
- dren. But, ſooner or later, Royalty itfelf muſt pay the 
Debt to Nature. Dying, on a Journey to Scotland, 
She was brought back to the laſt and long Home of our 
Engliſh Monarchs“. Where-ever her Corpſe reſted, 
in the Way to its Interment, a Structure + (ſuch as 
You now behold) was raiſed: as a public Teſtimony to 
her Merit, and in order to perpetuate the Memory of her 
conjugal Aﬀettion. 

p. And ſhould not our Hearts be a Monument of 
Gratitude to the bleſſed FESUS ? Who drew the deadly 
Venom, not from our Veins, but from the immortal 
Part of our Nature: and not at the Hazard, but at the 

| * Weſftminſler Abbey. 

+ One e theſe Structures ſtands on the high Road, near Nor. 
empton. It is ſurrounded with a large Flight of Steps, at the Bot. 
tom; and ornamented, towards the Top, with four female Statues 
in fall Proportion. A Latin Inſcription informs the Traveler, Cole 
gerning its Occaſion and Deſign : | 

In perpetuam conjugalis Amoris 


Has Regine, Eleanoræ Manumentum. 
L Lol 
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Loſs, the certain and unavoidable Loſs of his own moſt 
precious Life, —He opened his Breaſt, opened his very 
Soul, to the keeneſt Arrows of vindictive Juſtice ; that, 
transfixing Him, they might drop ſhort of Us, © The 
« Poiſon whereof drank up Bis Spirits *,” that the 
Balm of Peace might refreſh ours. 

O my Theron! Let our Memories be the Tablet, to 
record this unexampled Inſtance of Compaſſion and 
Goodneſs. Let our Affections dwell upon the tragical, 
the delightful Hiſtory ; till they are inflamed with Love, 
and melt into Contrition.—If We want an Inſcription, 
let Us make uſe of thoſe noble Lines, which, in the 
fineſt Climax imaginable, deſcribe the Magnificence ang 
Grace of this moſt aſtoniſhing Tranſaction: | 


Survey the wondrous Cure, 
And at each Step let higher Wonder riſe. 
Pardon for infinite Offence 1—And Pardon 
Through Means that ſpeak its Value infinite ! 42 
A Pardon bought with Blood !—IWith Blood divine 
With Blood divine of HIM, I made my Foe !— 
Perfiſted to provoke !—Though w00'd and a d, 
Bleſt and chaſtis'd, a flagrant Rebel ftill l 
Nor J alone! A rebel Univerſe ! 
My Species up in Arms !— Not one exempt ! 
Vet for the fouleſt of the Foul, He dies 11 


* Job vi. 4, + Night- Thoughts, Ne IV, 
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b 
SPASIO, having ſome Letters of Importance | 
to anſwer, as ſoon as the Cloth was taken away, q 
retired from the Table.—His epiſtolary Engagement . 
being diſpatched, he enquired for Theron. The Ser- a 
vants informed Him, that their Maſter walked into the 7 
Garden.—A very little Search found Him, ſeated on I; 
an airy Mount, and ſheltered by an elegant Arbour. ſ 
Strong and ſubſtantial Plants of Ziburnum formed the th 
Shell; while the ſlender and flexile Shoots of Syrings 
filled up the Interſtices.— Was it to compliment, » WW A 
well as to accommodate their worthy Guetts, that the WW ar 
Shrubs interwove the luxuriant Foliage? Was it to re- WI ar 
preſent thoſe tender, but cloſe Attachments, which had 81 
united their Affections, and blended their Intereſts ?—l a | 
will not too poſitively aſcnbe ſuch a Deſign to the Di- qu 
ſition of the Branches. They compoſed, however, WW G. 
y their twining Embraces, no inexpreſſive Emblem d & 
the Endearments and the Advantages of Friendſhip. WE thi 


They compoſed a Canopy, of the freſheſt Verdure, Be 
and of the thickeſt Texture. So thick, that it entirely 
excluded the ſultry Ray“; and ſhed both a cool Re- 
freſhment, and an amuſive Gloom : while every un , 
ſheltered Tract, glared with Light, or fainted vid =: 
Heat. Far 
You enter by an eaſy Aſcent of Steps, lined wit 115, 
Turf, and fenced with a Baluſtrade of floping B-. thus 
trees, —The Roof was a fine Concave, peculiarly ek: fm 


* Salis inacceſſum Nadim. V1Re, | 
yatec 
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vated and ſtately. Not emboſſed with Sculpture; not 
mantled over with Fret-work ; but far more delicately 
adorned with the Syringa's filver Tufts, and the Libur- 
num's flowering. Gold, Whoſe large and lovely Cluſ- 
ters, gracefully pendent from the leafy Dome; diſcloſ- 
ing their Sweets to the delighted Bee ; and gently wav- 
ing to the balmy Breath of Spring; gave the utmoſt 
Enrichment to the charming Bower. 

Facing the Entrance, lay a ſpacious graſſy Walk; 
terminated by an octangular Baſon, with a curious Jet 
4 Eau playing in the Center. The Waters, ſpinning 
from the lower Orifices, were attenuated into innumer- 
able little Threads; which diſperſed themſelves in an 
horizontal Direction, and returned to the Reſervoir in 
adrizling Shower. Thoſe, which iſſued from the higher 
Tubes, and larger Apertures, either ſprung perpendicu- 
larly, or ſpouted obliquely, and formed, as they fell, 
ſeveral lofty Arches of liquid Cryſtal ; all glittering on 
the Eye, and cooling to the Air. | 

Parallel to the Walk ran a Parterre; planted with an 
Aſſemblage of Flowers. Which advanced, one above 
another, in regular Gradations of Height, of Dignity, 
and of Beauty.—Firſt, a Row of Daifies; gay as the 
Smile of Youth, and fair as the Virgin Snows.—Next, 
a Range of Crocuſes, like a long Stripe of yellow Sattin, 
quilted with Threads, or diverſified with Sprigs of 
Green.—A ſuperior Order of Ranunculuſes, each re- 
ſembling the Cap of an Earl's Coronet, repleniſhed the 
third Story with full-blown Tufts of glofly Scarlet. 
Beyond this, a more elevated Line of Tulips *, raiſed 

| their 


* 


* Here is, it muſt be confeſſed, ſome little Deviation from the ge. 
neral Laws of the Seaſon; ſome Anachroni/m in the Annals of the 
Parterre: The Flowers united in this Repreſentation, do not, accord. 
ing to the 2 Proceſs of Nature, make their Appearance together, 
However, as by the Oeconomy of a ſkilful Gardener, they ny be 
thus aſſociated ; I hope, the Poſſibility of the Thing, will ſcreen my 
flowery Productions from the Blaſts of Cenſure!—Or, may I not 
ſhelter my blooming Aſſembly, under the Remark of a maſterly Cri. 
lic? Which is as pertinent to the Caſe, as if it had been written on 

| L3 C 
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their flouriſhed Heads, and opened their enameled Cups; 
not bedecked with a fingle Tint only, but glowing with 
an intermingled Variety of radiant Hues.——A bove all 
aroſe, that noble Ornament of a royal Eſcutcheon, the 
Flower-de-Luce; bright with etherial Blue, and grand 
with imperial Purple. Which formed, by its graceful 
Projections, a Corniſh or a Capital of more than Corin- 
thian Richneſs; and imparted the moſt conſummate 
Beauty to the blooming Colonade. 
The Whole, viewed from the Arbour, looked like a 
Rainbow, painted upon the Ground, And wanted no- 
thing to rival that reſplendent Arch, only the Boldne{; 
— its Sweep, and the Advantage of its ornamental 
ur ve. 


To this agreeable Receſs Theron had withdrawn Him- 
ſelf. Here He fat muſing and thoughtful ; with his 


purpoſe for our Vindication ; and in all reſpects fo elegant, that it muſt 
adorn any Work, which quotes it ; and charm every Perſon, who 
reads it. . 

« A Painter of Nature is not obliged to attend Her in her ſlow 
ce Advances, which ſhe makes from one Seaſon to another; or to ob. 
rc ſerve her Conduct in the ſucceſſive Production of Plants and Flower, 
« He may draw into his Deſcription all the Beauties of the Spring 
and Autumn ; and make the whole Year contribute ſomething to 
4c render it more agreeable, His Roſe- trees, Woodbines, and Jeſſa. 
& mines may flouriſh together; and his Beds be covered at the ſame 
4 Time with Lilies, Violets, and Amaranthuſes, His Soil is not 
$f reſtrained to any particular Set of Plants, but is proper either for 
** Oaks or Myrtles, and adapts itſelf to the Product of every Climate, 
4 —Oranges may row wild in it ; Myrrh may be met with in every 
« Hedge; and if He thinks it proper to have a Grove of Spices, He 

© can quickly command Sun enough to raiſe it. His Concerts of 
s Birds may be as full and harmonious, and his Woods as thick and 
« gloomy, as He pleaſes. He is at no more Expence in a long Vil. 
F© ta, than a ſhort one; and can as eaſily throw his Caſcades from a 
% Precipice of half a Mile high, as from one of twenty Yards, He 
Fc has his Choice of the Winds, and can turn the Courſe of his Ri. 
« vers, in all the Variety of Mzanders, that are moſt delightful to 
te the Reader's Imagination, In a Word; He has the Modeling of 
Fe Nature in his own Hands, and may give Her what Charms He 
4% pleaſes, provided He does not reform her too much, and run into 


e Abſurdities by engeayouring to excel. Sed, Vol, VI. Ne 418, 
| Ph Es 
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Eye fixed upon a Picture, repreſenting ſome magnificent 

Ruins. Wholly intent upon his Speculation, He never 
perceived the Approach of Apaſio; till He had reached 
the Summit of the Mount, and was ready to take a Seat 
by his Side. 

Aſp. Loſt, Theron ! quite loſt in Thought! And un- 
affected with all theſe amiable Objects; inſenſible amidft 
this Profuſion of Beauties ; which, from every Quarter, 
make their Court to your Senſes !—Methinks, the 
ſnarling Cynic in his Tub “, could hardly put on a greater 
Severity of Aſpect, than my polite Philoſopher in his. 
blooming Eden. 

Ther. Ah ! my dear Friend, theſe flowery Toys 
which embelliſh the Garden, are familiar to my Eye, 
and therefore cheap in my Eſteem. I behold them fre- 
quently ; and, for that Reaſon, feel but little of the 
pleaſing Surpriſe, which they may poſſibly awaken in a 
Stranger, — Something like this We all experience, with 
regard to Events infinitely more wortby our admiring 
Notice, Elſe, why are We not ſtruck with a Mixture 
of Amazement, Veneration, and Delight, at the grand 
Machinery and magnificent Productions of Nature ? 

That the Hand of the ALMIGHTY ſhould wheel 
round the vaſt terreſtrial Globe, with ſuch prodigious Ra- 

pidity, and exact Punctuality; on purpoſe to produce the 
regular Viciſſitudes of Day and Night; on purpoſe to 
bring on the orderly Succeſſion of Seed- time and Harveſt! 
We wonder, when we read of the Mraelites, ſojourning 
forty Years in the Deſart, marching backward and forward 
oyer its burning Sands; and find neither their Clothes 
waxing old F by ſo long a Uſe, nor their Feet ſwelling Þ 


* Diogenes—Whoſe Houſe, We are told, was a Tub; and his 
whole Furniture, a Staff, a Leathern Bag, and a Wooden Cup. At 
this curious Manſion, Al-xander the Great, attended with his Cour. 
tiers, made the Philoſopher a Viſit, The Monarch, having ſaluted 
Him in the moſt obliging Manner, aſked, If He wanted any Thing ? 
Ves; replied the Cynic, that You avould ſtand a litth out of the Sun- 


Hine; and not take awva yy what you cannot give. 


+ Deut. viii. 4. 4 Neh, ix, 21. 
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with ſuch painful Journies. Yet we are neither im- 
preſſed with Wonder, nor affected with Gratitude, while 
We enjoy the Benefits of the Air, which clothes the 
Earth as it were with a Garment : which has neither 


contracted any noxious Taint, through the extenſive Re. 


volution of almoſt ſix thouſand Years ; nor ſuffered any 
Diminution of its natural Force, though exerciſed in a 
Series of unremitted Activity, ever ſince the elementary 
Operations began. | | 

This Draught in my Hands, ſhews Us' the Inſtability 
of the grandeſt, mo/t laboured Monuments of human Art, 
They are ſoon ſwept away, among the other feeble At- 
tempts of Mortality : Or remain only, as You ſee here, 
in ſhattered Ruins ; Memorials of the vain and power- 
leſs Ambition of the Builders. How ſtrange then, that 
a Structure, incomparably more tender and delicate, 
ſhould be preſerved to oi Age and hoary Hairs ! That 
the bodily Machine, which is ſo exquiſite in its Frame, 
ſo complicated in its Parts, and performs ſo many Thou- 
ſands * of Motions every Moment, ſhould continue u- 
zmpaired, yet act without Intermiſſion, ſo many Days, 
and Weeks, and Months, and Years. How ſtrange all 
this ! Yet, becauſe common, how ſeldom does it excite 
our Praiſe, or ſo much as engage our Notice |! 

Aſp. Your Remarks are as juſt, as the Neglect of 
them 1s cuſtomary. —Unaccountable Supineneſs ! Tho' 
GOD doeth great Things, worthy of all Obſervation, 
yea, and Wonders without Number: We yawn with In. 


* Thouſand;—Not to mention the /p-taneo;, if We confider only 
the mechanical Motions, which are continually performed in the ani- 
mal Syſtem—the digeſtive Action of the Stomach—the vermicular 
Agitation of the Bowels—the Progreſs of the Chyle through the lac. 
teal Veſſels the many, many Operations of the ſecreting Glands— 
the Compreſſion of the Lungs, and all their little cellular Lodgments, 
by every Act of Refpiration—above all, that grand Impetus, the Syl- 
tole of the Heart; which, by every Conſtriction, darts the crimſon 
Current through an innumerable Multitude of Arteries; and drives, 
at the ſame Inſtant of Time, the refluent Blood through an innumer. 
able Multitude of correſponding Veins—Such a View will oblige Us 
to acknowledge, that Theron's Account is far from being extravagant; 
that it rather diminiſbes, than exaggerates the real Fact. 


5 dolence, 
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dolence, inſtead of being animated with Devotion, or 
[tranſported with Delight. Zo! He goeth before Us, in 
evident Manifeſtations of Wiſdom and Power, yet We 
ſee Him not : He paſſeth on alſo, and ſcatters unnumbered 
Bleſſings from his providential Hand, but He perceive 
Him not *. 
This, though greatly culpable, is to be reckoned 
among the ſmalleſt Inſtances of our ungrateful Inſenſi- 
bility. —Are We not inattentive even to the Work of 
Redemption ? That Work, which, according to the em- 
phatical Declaration of Scypture, exceeds in Glory f. Is 
by far the greateſt, the moſt marvelous of all ſublunary, 
perhaps, of all divine Tranſactions, | | 

The Sea has been divided: the Dead have been raiſed: 
a World has been created; created out of nothing; 
created only by a Word. But what are all theſe Mira- 
cles, compared with the Incarnation of the eternal GOD? 
And of this matchleſs Miracle have We not been care- 
leſs, unmoved Spectators ? Have We not admired many 
a trifling Incident, more, far more than this wonderful 
Diſpenſation of Grace ?—O Theron ! Are We not ſhame- 
fully unaffected, even though the KING of Kings 
vouchſafes to exchange his Throne, for the low Eſtate 
of a Servant, and the curſed Death of a Malefactor? 
Though He is pleaſed, by the Imputation of his active 
as well as paſſive Obedience, to become 7he LO RD our 
Righteouſneſs, yet— 

her. You are taking an effectual Way, Apaſio, to 
rouſe me from my Reverie, and make me indeed like 
the ſnarling Philoſopher. © Imputed Righteouſneſs is 
* a Scheme groſsly frivolous and abſurd ; utterly inſuf- 
« ficient to anſwer the End propoſed ; and, One would 
think, could never be depended on, where there is 
the leaſt Degree of Underſtanding, and Capacity for 


cc Reaſoning 14.0 
| Aſp. 
* Job ix. 10, 11. + 2 Car. iii. 9. 


t The Reader will probably be diſguſted at this Hear of Temper, 
this A/erity of Diction, and both ſo abruptly introduced. have no 
| | Apology 
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Afp. Who is warm now, Theron ? May I not remind 
my Friend, that the Ręſentful is no more fitted to work 
Conviction, than the Rapturous? — Perhaps, You have 
not duly conſidered this Subject; nor ſeen it in the pro- 
per Point of View. I have ſometimes beheld a Ship of 
War, ſeveral Leagues off at Sea, It ſeemed to be : 
dim cloudy Something, hovering on the Skirts of the 
Horizon; contemptibly mean, and not worthy of x 
Moment's Regard.—But, as the floating Citadel ap- 
proached, the Maſts aroſe; the Sails ſwelled out; its 
ſtately Form, and curious Proportions, ſtruck the Sight, 
It was no longer a ſhapeleſs Maſs, or a Blot in the Pro- 
ſpect, but the Maſter- piece of human Contrivance, and 
the nobleſt Spectacle in the World of Art. 

Who knows, Theron, buts this ſacred Scheme like. 
wiſe, which You now look upon as a confuſed Heap of 
Errors, may very much improve, when more cloſely 


Apology to make for my Theron. The Reader has Reaſon to be dif. 

puſted ; has Reaſon to be chagrined. Only let me deſire Him to re. 

member, That this is the very Spirit, nay theſe are the wery Wards, of 

a celebrated Oppoſer of our Doctrine; not added, when He has fully 

—_ the Abſurdity of the Scheme; but aſſumed, even upon the 
ntrance to his Diſcourſe. 

I have often wondered, that Diſputants, eſpecially on religious 
Subjects, ſhould chooſe to deal in ſuch acrimonious and reproachful Lan. 

age. Does the Wrath of Man work the Righteouſneſs of GOD ? Or, 
is a paſſiona :e Invective the proper Means, either to conciliate on: 
Affections, cr co wince our Judgment ?—Why ſhould We not aur 
in the ſame genteel and obliging Strain, in which We conver/? 
Were We to meet our Antagoniſt in a Friend's Parlour, and have a 
perſonal Conference on the Subject, our Speech would be kind, and 
our Remonſtrances calm :—* I am ſorry, Sir, that You have eſpouſed 
& ſuch Notions. They ſeem to me, extremely wrong and equally 
t dangerous. I am apt to think, You have not duly conſidered, ei- 
ce ther the little Ground, they have to ſupport them; or the pernicious 
« Conſequences, that may attend them.“ 

Why ſhould not our Controverſies from the Preſs be carried on, 
with ſuch a candid and amicable Strife ? This would certainly render 
them, more pleaſing to the Reader; more profitable to the Public; 
and much more likely to have their deſired Effect upon our Opponent. 
Cor my Part, I admire the Humanity and Tenderneſs of the Poet's 
Reſolution ; even more than the Boldneſs of his Figures, or the Beauty 


of his Expreſſion: | 
Tu Lapides loquetis, ego Ha Verba reponam. : 
| | examined, 


| 
| 
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examined. May, at length, appear a wiſe and benign 
plan; admirably fitted to the Condition of our fallen 
Nature; and perfectly worthy, of GOD to ordain, of 
Man to accept. 

Ther. 1 know not what may happen, Apaſio. But 
there ſeems to be very little Probability of ſuch a Change. 
For, though my laſt Oppoſition was a mock Fight ; in 
my preſent Objections, I am very fincere.—To go, by an 
inputed Righteouſneſs, to Heaven ! To obtain Honour 
and Immortality, by the Obedience of Another ! Who 
can credit ſuch Chimeras? Who can ſwallow ſuch 
Camels ? 

When ſuch Doctrines are ſeriouſly advanced, I cannot 
forbear recollecting the Scheme of Biſhop Wilkins. Who 
would perſuade Us (good Man !) to fail or ride Poſt, 
not to our Neighbours on the other Side of the Tweed; 
not to our Colonies, on the other Side of the Globe; 
but to our Friends and Allies in the Moon. And this 
ſame Voyage or Journey we are to perform, by the Help 
of ſome Machine; to be conſtructed, I cannot tell 
where ; to be managed, no body knows how. — Ay; 
« ſays an arch Lady; All this would be very pretty. 
« But pray, Doctor, what ſhall We do for Lodging and 
“ Proviſions by the Way?“ 

Ap. Don't you remember the Reply to this ironical 
Queſtion ?—<©« We will call, ſays the Doctor, at one of 
« your Ladyſhip's Caſtles. Which, for our ſingular 
“ Conveniency, you have been, theſe many Years, 
* building in the Air.” Every Attempt to enter into 
Heaven, unleſs it be founded on the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, I will venture to call Building Caſtles in the 
Air. And, if I may retort your on Simile, not a whit 
leſs chimerical, than the Whim of traveling to the Moon, 
with all this Luggage of Fleſh and Blood. 

But I beſeech you, let Us diſcard Irony, as well as 
Whim. Turn them both out of the Court. If a Jury 
is impanelled, to try me and my Doctrine, I ſhall cer- 
tainly except againſt Irony. Generally ſpeaking, He is 
geitker a good Man, nor a true. According to the _ 

0 
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of my Remembrance, You Yourſelf conſented to ſet 
Hun aſide in this Debate. Let Us therefore, not affect 
what is ſmart, but urge what is ſolid. | 

Ther. Agreed. The Notion of a ſubſtituted and yi. 
carious Righteouſneſs, is abſurd even to common Senſe, 
and to the moſt natural and eaſy Reflections of Men. 

Afp. It may not, my dear Friend, agree with our na- 
tural Apprehenſions; nor fall in with the Method, which 
We might have deviſed, for the Salvation of Mankind, 
But this 1s the Voice of Scripture, and a Maxim never to 
be forgotten; GOD's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, 
nor his Ways as our Ways *. 

« This Notion, you fay, is abſurd even to common 
“ Senſe.” A Saying, upon which I muſt beg Leave 
to put a Query. It was, I own, abſolutely beyond the 
Power of common Senſe, unaſſiſted by divine Revela- 
tion, to diſcover this Truth.—I will grant farther, That 
this Bleſſing infinitely tranſcends, whatever common Senſe 
has obſerved, in all her Converſe with finite Things. — 
But, if I have any the leaſt Acquaintance with common 
Senſe, I am perſuaded, She will not, She cannot pro- 
nounce it an Abſurdity. To this Judge I refer the 
Cauſe. | | 

And to open the Cauſe a little, let me juſt obſerve, 
That GOD imputed our Sins to his SON. Why elk 
is it ſaid ? That, at his ſecond Coming, He ſhall appear 
without Sin F. Plainly implying, That, at his firlt 
Coming, He appeared with Sin. Not indeed com- 
mitted by Him, but laid upon Him, or imputed to Him. 

How elſe could the immaculate ESU be puniſhed, 
as the moſt inexcuſable Tranſgreſſor? Awake, O Sword, 
egainſt the Man that is my Fellow, ſaith the LORD Y 
Hoſts 4. Is not this the Voice of a Judge, pronouncing 
the Sentence, and authorizing the Execution? Or rather, 
does it not deſcribe the Action of Juſtice, turning the 
Sword from Us, and ſheathing it in CHRIST? 

If CHRIST, then, was our Subſtitute, with regard 
to penal Suffering ; why may He not ſtand in the fame 


® Iſai. ive 83. 1 Heb. ix. 28. Zech. xiii. 7. 
| Relation, 
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Relation, with regard to juſtifying Obedience ? There is 
the fame Reaſon for the one, as for the other. Every 
Argument in favour of the former, is equally concluſive 
in behalf of the latter. | 

Ther. I freely grant, that CHRIST was puniſhed 
in our Stead; that his Death is the Expiation of our 
Sin, and our Security from penal Suffering. But this— 

Aſp. —will undeniably prove, that Sin was imputed 
to Him; otherwiſe He could not #ruly ſuffer in our 
Stead, nor be ju/tly puniſhed at all. And Imputation 
« js as reaſonable and juſtifiable in one Caſe, as in the 
« other; for they both ſtand upon one and the ſame 
« Foot; and for that Reaſon, He who throws down 
« one, throws down both.”—I ſhould by no Means 
have interrupted my Theron, were 1t not to introduce 
this Anſwer from an eminent Divine. Who adds, what 
ſhould be very ſeriouſly conſidered ; * And therefore, 
« whoever rejects the Doctrine of the Imputation of 
« our SAVIOUR's Righteouſneſs to Man, does, by 
« fo doing, reject the Imputation of Man's Sin to our 
« SAVIOUR, and all the Conſequences of it, Or, 
te in other Words, He who rejects the Doctrine of the 
« Inputation, does, by ſo doing, reject the Doctrine of 
© the Expiation likewiſe. 

Ther. I know nothing of this Divine; and, eminent 
as He is, can hardly take his Ipſe dixit for a Deciſion. 

Aſp. I was in hopes, You would pay the greater Re- 
gard to his Opinion, becauſe He 1s not in the Number 
of the whimſical Fanatics. — However, /ay I theſe Things 
as a Man, or on Man's Authority alone ? Saith not the 
Law the ſame alſo? Speaking of the Peace-offering, 
the HOLY GHOST has declared; F any of the 
Fleſh of the Sacrifice of his Peace-offerings be eaten at all on 
the third Day, it ſhall not be accepted, neither ſhall it be 
imputed unto Him that offereth it f. Hence We learn, 


* STAYNOE A Soluntim by FESUS CHRIST alone, Vol. I. 
p. 334.— Where the Reader may find ſeveral weighty Conſider tions, 
clearly propoſed and ſtrongly urged, for the Explanation and Efla- 
bliſhment of this capital Doctrine. 
t Levit, vii. 18. 
That 
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That Sacrifices and Offerings, when duly adminiſtered, 
were imputed to the Offerer. Imputed to Him, for Re- 
conciliation and Peace with GOD. And wherefore ? 
Becauſe, they were Figures of CHRIST, of his Atone- 
ment and Righteouſneſs. Which, in like manner, are 
imputed to Sinners, for their Pardon and Salvation. 

Leſt You ſhould think this Proof, being | deduced 
from typical Uſages, not ſufficiently concluſive -I would 
farther obſerve; That the Imputation of CHRIST" 
Righteouſneſs, bears. an evident Analogy to another 
great and acknowledged Truth of Religion. We did 
not perſonally commit Adam's Sin, -yet are We. charge- 
able with Guilt, and.liable to Condemnation, on that— 

Ther. How! Ne chargeable with Guilt, and liable 
to Condemnation, on Account of Adam's Tranſgre ſſion 
This an acknowledged Truth? No; it is a Poſition 
muſt deny; I had almoſt ſaid, which I cannot but abhor. 
None other could, in the Eye of Juſtice and Equity, 
be blameable for any Offence of our firſt Parents, but 
they only. | | 

Aſp. So ſays Theron; but what ſays St. Paul? Your's 
may be the Voice of natural Reaſon, but what is the 
Language of divine Revelation? In cobom, that is in 
Adam, all have ſinned. 

Ther. The Words, if I remember right, are, For that 
all bave finned. Is it poſſible, that Aſpafio ſhould forge 
the Hand, or counterfeit the Seal of the HOLY 
GHOST, in order to eſtabliſh a favourite Notion ? 

Ap. Impoſſible, I hope.—In the Margin, the Words 
are tranſlated, as I have repeated them. For this In- 
terpretation I might contend, as not at all — — 
with the original Phraſe ®, and as moſt preciſely ſuitable 
to the ſacred Argument. Eg” w walli nuaplev. In theſe 
Words, the Apoſtle aſſigns a Reaſon for the preceding 
Aſſertion, By one Man's Sin Death came upon all. —lt 


* Rom,v.12, Not to mention the famous Diſtinction of Epidte. 
tus, Te i nw, nor the well known Adagy of Hefiod, uilper & ons 
ac apiroy, See Chap. iv. 18. v. 2. of this very Epiſtle, Where 
the Prepoſition t is uſed in A/p3/17's Senſe, ; 

might 
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might be replied ; Is not this ſtrange ? Is not this unac- 
countable ? No, ſays our ſacred Diſputant ; We account 
for it on this Principle, Becauſe all have ſinned Which 
Sinning, if referred to every One's perſonal Iniquity, 
would neither clear up the Caſe, nor eſtabliſh the Doc- 
trine. The Reaſoning would ſtand thus; © All are li- 
« able to Death by the Sin of One, becauſe all have in 
« their own Conduct tranſgreſſed. As this is abſo- 
lutely inconcluſive, the Sentence ſhould, if We would 
preſerve the full Force of the Argument, be tranſlated, 
In whom all have ſinned. But I wave this Advantage. 
Let the Words run into- your Mould, and the 
Tranſlation take your Form. They are equally deci- 
five of the Point in Debate.—They aſſign the Reaſon, 
why Death came upon all Men; Infants themſelves not 
excepted: For that, or inaſmuch as, all have ſinned. 
How ? Not in their own Perſon. This were utterly im- 
poſſible. Could the Babe, which received his Breath 
in the Morning, and reſigned it at Noon, be an actual 
Tranſgreſſor? But in that firſt grand Tranſgreſſion of 
our federal Head, even the Infants of a Day have ſin- 
ned. Which Sin, as it could not be actually committed 
by them, muſt, according to the Tenour of the Apoſtle's 
Arguing, be imputed to them. | 

Ther. Pray, what do You mean by that ſtiff, and to 
me unintelligible Phraſe, federal Head? 

Ap. I mean what Milton celebrates, when He repre- 
ſents the Almighty FATHER, thus addreſſing his 
eternal SON. 


Be Thou in Adam's Room 

The Head of all Mankind, though Adam's Son. 
As in Him periſh all Men, ſo in Thee, 

As from a ſecond Root, ſhall. be reſtor d 

A many as are reſtor'd, without Thee none v. 


* Book III. 285. 


4" mean 
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I mean what the Apoſtle teaches, when He calls 
CHRIST the ſecond Man“, andthe laſt Adam f.— 


The ſecond! The laſt! How? Not in a numerical. 


Senſe. Not in Order of Time. But in this Reſpect 


* 


— That, as Adam was a public Perſon, and acted in 


the Stead of all Mankind; ſo CHRIST was a public 
Perſon, and acted in Behalf of all his People — That, as 
Adam was the Frſt general Repreſentative of this Kind, 
CHRIST was the ſecond and the laſt: there never was, 
and there never will be, any other—That, what they 
ſeverally did, in this Capacity, was not intended to ter- 
minate in themſelves, but to affe# as many as they re- 
ſpectively repreſented, —This is St. Paul's Meaning, and 
on this the Doctrine of Imputation is founded. 

Ther. If You build the Doctrine on no other Foun- 
dation, than your own particular Senſe of the Apoſtle's 
Words; perhaps, your Ground may prove ſandy, and 
treacherous to its Truſt. 

Aſp. I build it upon my Senſe of the Words, and I 
deduce it from yours, Theron. — But I am far from reſt- 
ing the whole Weight of the Cauſe upon a /ingle Text. 
It is eſtabliſhed, again and again, in this ſame Chapter, 
— Neither do I wonder at the Prejudices, which You 
and Others may entertain againſt the Doctrine. It lies 
quite out of the Road of Reaſon's Reſearches. It is 
among the wonderful Things of GO D's Law. This the 
inſpired Penman foreſaw, and modelled his Diſcourſe 
accordingly. Like ſome ſkilful Engineer, who, though 
He makes the whole Compaſs of his Fortification ſtrong, 
yet beſtows peculiar and additional Strength on thoſe Parts, 
which He apprehends will be expoſed to the fierceſt At- 
rack. So the wiſe, the divinely wiſe Apoſtle, has in- 
culcated, and reinculcated, this momentous Point. He 

has enforced it, with all the Aſſiduity of Zeal; and 
confirmed it by all the Energy of Expreſſion.— F through 
the Offence of One, many be dead —The Judgment was by 


.. . © x Cor, iv. 46s 
One 


; One to Condemnation—By one Man's Offence Death reigned 
- by One *,—By the Offence of One, Judgment came upon all 
18 Men to Condemnation .— That there may remain ho Poſ= 
t ſibility of miſtaking his Meaning, or of eluding his 
n Argument, He adds, By ons Man's Diſobedience MANY 
were made Sinners 4. 


18 Ther. Sin, I am told by a celebrated Expoſitor, ſome- 
, times ſignifies Puniſhment, He farther informs me, that 
5, We may be ſaid to fin in Adam, not by the Imputation 
2 of his Diſobedience to Us, but by becoming obnoxious 
as to thoſe Sufferings whieh were due to his Sin. | 
e. Ap. Then the Apoſtle's Reaſoning will ſtand in this 
nd Form; Death came upon all Men, for that all have finned; 
that is, © Death came upon all Men, becauſe all have 
ot « been puniſhed: or, an Obnoxiouſneſs to Puniſhment 
bY « came upon all Men, becauſe all are become obnoxious 
nd « to Puniſhment.” A goodly Strain of Argumentation 
for an unerring Writer to uſe, —Surely Gamalies Pupil 
A, would diſclaim, much more would CHRIS T's Ambaſ- 


ſador ſcorn, ſuch weak and unmeaning Chicanery. He 
mentions Sin and its Puniſhment; but never ſo much 
as hints, that they are intended to ſignify one and the 


N ſame Thing. He all along maintains a Diſtinction be- 
lies I tween them; repreſents the former, as the Cauſe of the 
utter. Judgment, Condemnation, Death are owing to 
the X . d 

© WM i" Offence, Dijobedience. It is by the Imputation of 
, i theſe, that We become obnoxious to thoſe. 

us This Account is clear, is natural, and wants no ſtrained 
1 Criticiſms to ſupport it. This Account demonſtrates 

1 

At- * Tv h 72 7. Significantiſima Repetitis. Ne Peccata per 
in- Singulos patrata wideantur potius Mortem peperiſſe. BRN EI. — r 
He afiraras TOT EN OZ, „ oTav Aryn 004 Ide, IIe, we rep 
and n We o ester tauben; durubns avrw N, Thug - e) ur- 


1% Adaf y oixepern u; CHRYSOST, The Apoſtle repents, and con 
ough e, deft from, the Expreſſim one, That, if a Jew ſhould off, 
15 by How can the World be ſaved by the Well. Doing of One, or by the Obe- 
; dence of CHRIST? You may be able to reply, on his own Principles: 
Ho could the World be condemned by the Evil- Doing of One, or the Di/- 
obedience of Adam? 
One + Rom. v. 15, 16, 17, 18. T Rom. v. 19. 


Vol. I. M N the 


the Equity of that providential Government, which exe. 
cutes the Sentence of Death, even on thoſe Deſcendent 
of Adam, who have not /inned in their own Perſons. | 
alſo illuſtrates the Procedure of that ſovereign Grace, 
which treats as righteous, and intitles to Life, even thoſe 
Believers in FESUS, who have not obeyed in their own 
Perſons.— What ſays our Church? You have a prex 
Veneration for the Church of England, Theron. © 

Ther. IJ have. But, I fear, my Apaſio has neither ſo 
honourable an Opinion of her Worſhip, nor ſo ſtead 
an Adherence to her Conſtitution. Otherwiſe, He 
would not ſo highly extoi thoſe ambitious and canting 
Hypocrites the Puritans. Who were the moſt invete- 
rate Enemies of our excellent Eſtabliſhment, and would 
have rejoiced in its utter Subverſion. 

Aſp. As to the Puritans *®, You will do me the Ju: 
tice to acknowledge, that I ſpeak only of their evang. ;: 
lical Tenets, abſtracted from all political Principles. As WF © 
to myſelf, your Fears are friendly, but I truſt they ar WF .: 
groundleſs, I would only aſk; Who are to be deemed | 
the moſt affectionate and faithful Sons of their facrel P 
Mother? — Thoſe, I preſume, who moſt cordially en- g. 
brace her Doctrines, and moſt dutifully ſubmit to her 
Precepts. By this Touch-ſtone let my Fidelity be tried JI 


* As the Puritans have been mentioned, once and again, it may, 
perhaps, be thought neceſſary, that We ſhould explain the Term; by 
{pecitying the Perſons, to whom it relates. —It relates to ſuch Author 
as the following. 

Dr. Ower, with his correct Judgment, and an immenſe Fund u At 
Learning. Mr. Charnoct, with his maſculine Style, and an inexhaut. WF oe 
ible Vein of Thought.—Dr. Goodwin, with Sentiments eminent) 
evangelical; and a moſt happy Talent at opening, ſifting, and dv. 
playing the hidden Riches of Scripture, — Theſe, 1 think, are the fi} 

rer. | | 

Then comes Mr. Howe, nervous and majeſtic ; with all the Powen 
of Imagery at his Command.—Dy. Bates, fluent and poliſhed ; vi 
a never- ceaſing Store of beautiful Similitudes.— Mr. Flawel, tervet | 
and affeRionate ; with a maſterly Hand, at probing the Conſciene mi 
and ſtriking the Paffions.—My. Caryl, Dr. Manton, Mr. Poll, with 
many Others; whoſe Works will ſpeak for them, ten thouſand tim . 
better, than the Tongue of Panegyric, or the Pen of Biography. n 
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ie. And ſor an immediate Tryal, be pleaſed to repeat her 
* Ninth Article. 


b Ther. I cannot ſay, that I remember the particular 
ce, Words of any, though I have often read, and very much 
'oſe approve them all. 

„ Aſp. I wiſh You would commit to your Memory, 


four or five of the moſt diſtinguiſhed ®. They are a 
valuable Treaſure, and contain the Quinteſſence of the 


4 0 Goſpel. | 
— Theſe are the Words of the Ninth Article. * Ori- 


« ginal Sin is the Fault and Corruption of every Man, 
« that naturally is ingendered of the Offspring of Adam.” 
It is the Fault, ſays the pious Biſhop Beveridge, and 
therefore We are guilty of it. It is the Corruption 
alſo, and therefore We are defiled with it. —Our Ho- 
milies have recourſe to no ſuch Palliatives, and qua- 
lifying Interpretations, as my Theron's Expoſitor uſes. . 
One of them affirms point-blank, that © in Adam all 
« Men ſinned univerſally.” This ſeems to be a Para- 
phraſe on the Text, whoſe Tranſlation You lately con- 


ting 
ete- 


ould 
Jul 


ang. 
A 
y are 
emed 


acret I troverted. In what Senſe our great poetical Divine un- 
. derſtood the ſacred Writer, is apparent from the follow- 
25 ing Words; which are ſuppoſed to have been ſpoken by 


JEHOVAH himſelf; 


* — Adam's Crime 
athon Makes guilty all his Sons F. 


Fund d 
hauf. 
uinent!y 


And from another Paſſage, where our rebellious Pro- 
genitor, bewailing his aggravated Miſery, and the ex- 


a Ove Malignity of his Guilt, declares; 
the fol wed 77 FR all , 
Powen Paſterity lands curs' d 4. 


I; wil 
fervent 
aſc1enct, 
ol, . 
nd tina 
phy. 


For my own Part I muſt confeſs, That, if the Tranf- 
miſſion of original Depravity be granted, I know not 


* Eſpecially, Articles IX, X, XI, XIT, XIII, 
+ Mirrox, Book III. 290. t Book X. 817. 
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how the Imputation of Adam's deſtructive Apoſtacy can 
be denied. If We had no Concern in the one, hoy 
could We be juſtly puniſhed with the other ?—I fay 
' puniſhed, For, to loſe the primitive Integrity of our 
Nature, and inherit a depraved Diſpoſition, is at once 
a moſt deplorable Calamity, and a moſt terrible Py. 
niſhment.—Corruption tranſmitted, and Sin imputed, 
ſeem to be Doctrines indiſſolubly connected. To alloy 
the former, and reject the latter, is, in my Apprehen- 
2 to acknowledge the Effect without admitting the 
Cauſe. | 

Ther. To make Us Parties in a Covenant, which We 
did not agree to, can this be equitable ? To ruin Us for 
a Crime, which We never committed, can this be mer- 
ciful ? Surely, this is a flagrant Injuſtice, never to be 
aſcribed to the All-gracious GOD. A diabolical Bar- 
barity, add Some, never to. be mentioned without the 
_ utmoſt Deteſtation. H 

Ap. I ſee no Cauſe for ſuch a tragical Outcry of Bar- hi. 
barity, nor indeed for any Complaint of Injuſtice. Not Wl tat 
to inſiſt upon the Sovereignty of an All- creating GOD, ne 
and his unqueſtionable Right to do what He will with ha 
his own *, I would only aſk—Did He not condeſcend Bi nz 
to tranſact with Man, not on the Foot of abſolute uncon- Wl ſpi 
troulable Authority, but in the honourable and endear- Fa 
ing Way of a Covenant Were not the Terms of this the 
Covenant, perfectly eaſy, and wonderfully gracious ! hut 
Wonderfully gracious : For, they propoſed a State of in- ¶ lis 
conceivable and everlaſting Felicity F to Creatures, who Wh dua 
| were intitled to »o Happineſs ; had not the leaft Claim BF Mo 
to any Good; no, not ſo much as to the Privilege of MW Dut 
Exiſtence. Perfe#ly eaſy : For, what was the Condition 
on Man's Part? Not any. rigorous Act of Duty, not Wl , 
any ſevere Courſe of Self. denial, but the free, Enjoy- dan 
ment of Millions of Bleſſings and Pleaſures, with only holy, 
the Prohibition of one pernicious Indulgence, - Here BWQ'*./* 
then is made, on one hand, a Promiſe of the moſt gl. 


Matt. xx. 15. IT Lake x. 28. N 
f ricu 
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rows Reward, that GOD himſelf could give: and no- 
thing required, on the other, but the /mallef Expreſſion 
of Allegiance, that Man himſelf could wiſh. —And is 


0 
ay this Injuſtice ? Is this Barbarity ? 
ur Ther. All this was equitable enough with regard to 
ce Alam: but why ſhould We be condemned for þ/s Vio- 
u- lation of the Covenant? - Or how was ſuch a Conſtitu- 
ed, tion of Things gracious, with reſpect to Us ? 
ow Ap. © Why condemned ?”—Becauſe, We ſhould 
en- have been Partakers of the Benefit and the Glory, if 
the He had perſevered in his Duty. To this, I preſume, 
None would object. And if they would not to the one, 
We BW they ought not to the other. 
for You aſk farther; © How was ſuch a Conſtitution of 
ne- Things gracious with reſpect to Us?“ I anſwer ; 
be Becauſe it was the moſt likely Means, to ſecure the Hap- 
ar- pineſs of Us and all Mankind. Was not Adam, of all 
the Perſons, by far the beſt qualified to act as a general 
Head? He had a Perfection of Knowledge, to diſcern . 
Bar- his true Intereſt: a Perfection of Holineſs, to capaci- 
Not tate Him for Obedience: and a Perfection of Happi- 
)D, ness, diſpoſing Him to Perſeverance. As None could 
with have more eminent Qualifications, None could have / 
cend i navy Obligations. His own Welfare, both bodily and 
con- ſpiritual, was at ſtake : the eternal Intereſts of his riſing 
lear- WF Family, and of his remoteſt Poſterity were depending: 
this WW the Lives, the Souls, the everlaſting All of the whole 
ous ? human Race, were embarked on the ſingle Bottom of 
fin- bis Fidelity. Therefore, the Felicity of every Indivi- 
who dual, that ſhould ſpring from his Loins, was a freſh. 
aim Motive to Vigilance, an additional Engagement to 
ve of Wi Duty *.—As bis Love to his Offspring was more re- 
Jition fined, 
„ * Should any Perſon imagine Himſelf more capable of ſtanding 
mo- than Adam, who was endowed with all the Perfections of an innocent, 
only WM holy, godlike Nature; 1 think, by this very Imagination, he begins 
Here ; fall into one of the vileſt Sins, Pride. Is any Perſon ready 


to ſuppoſe, That from a View to his own particular Salvation, He 
would continue faithful ; when Adam was not engaged to Fidelity, 
from a Regard to his own and the final Happineſs of all his Poſterity ? 
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fined, more exalted, more godlike than ours, all theſe 
Conſiderations and Inducements muſt operate upon 
Him, in their fulleſt Scope, and with the ſtrongeſt 
Energy.—Whatan Entrenchment was here, to keep out 
Diſobedience, and ward off Ruin! An Entrenchment, 
deep as Hell; high as Heaven; wide as the whole Ex. 
tent of the human Species. 

Here then I may venture to throw the Gauntlet, and 
challenge the whole World. Let the moſt penetrating 
Mind deviſe a Scheme, ſo wiſely and graciouſly calcu- 
lated to aſcertain the Succeſs of a probationary State. If 
this be impracticable, then muſt every Mouth be ſtop. 
ped. No Tongue can have the leaſt Reaſon to com. 
plain, I, for my Part, ſhall think myſelf obliged to 
admire the Benignity of my CREAT OR's Conduct. 
And GOD may juſtly, demand of all intelligent Crea- 
tures; What could have been done more, for the Preſerva- 
tion and Felicity of Mankind, that I have not dus? 

Eſpecially, when to all this We add, That the fame 
Almighty BEING, who appointed Adam to be our 
Repreſentative in the firſt Covenant, without aſking our 
actual Conſent ; appointed alſo CHRIST to be our Re- 
preſentative in the ſecond Covenant, without ſtaying for 
our actual Solicitation, When We take ibis into the 
Account, there remains not the leaſt Shadow of Injuſ- 
tice ; but Goodneſs, tranſcendently rich Goodneſs, ſhines 
forth with the brighteſt Luſtre. 

Ther. Goodnels, Afpaſio ! This is ſurpriſing indeed. 
Why, if Adam's Tranſgreſſion be laid to our Charge, 
We are damnable Creatures, the very Moment We exiſt; 
and are liable to the Torments of Hell, even on Ac- 
count of his Diſobedience. To term this Goodneſs, is 
the greateſt of Paradoxes} To affirm it of the DEITY, 
is little leſs than Blaſphemy ! 


He ſeems to be juſt as wiſe as the Mariner, who perſuades Himſelf; 
That, though ten thouſand Anchors, firm and without a Flaw, could 
not ſecure the Ship in a Storm; yet a firgle Anchor, crazy and dar 
maged, might kave done it effectually. 6 
Iſa, v. 4. 


Ap 
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Let Us be calm, my dear Friend, and conſider 
the Caſe impartially. If it is not a real Truth, I ſhall 
be as willing to relinquiſh it as Yourſelf. . 

Is not Death, eternal Death, the Wages of every 
Sin? And if of every Sin, then doubtleſs of original. 
Which is the Fountain, from whence all the Streams of 
actual Iniquity flow; or rather the Aby/s, from whence 
all the Torrents pour.— That, which could not be par- 
doned, but by the Humiliation and Agonies of GO D's 
adorable SON, may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to deſerve 
the moſt dreadful Vengeance. And it is affirmed, by 
an Authority which You will not diſpute ; that, “ For 
« original as well as actual Sin, the Offering of CHRIST 
« js a Propitiation and SatisfaCtion *.” _ 

Does not St. Paul deliver it, as a Maxim in Divinity? 
That, by the Offence of one, Adam He undoubtedly 


| means, Judgment came upon all Men to Condemnation f. 


The Import of the Words, together with the Connec- 
tion of the Paſſage, lead Us to underſtand this of a 
Condemnation to eternal Miſery.—The Import of the 
Wards : for, they are doubled F, to make them pecu- 
liarly ſtrong in their Signification: and each Word, 
within the Compals of this very Epiſtle, is uſed in that 
awful Latitude of Meaning ||. The Connection of the 
Paſſage : becauſe, it ſtands oppoſed to that Juſtification 
which is unto Life. This, We are ſure, includes the 
Idea of an everlaſting Duration, And why ſhould its 
tremendous Counterpart be leſs extenſive ? 

This Senſe is evidently patronized, and this Doctrine 
moſt peremptorily aſſerted, by our eſtabliſhed Church, 
What ſays the Book of Homilies, when treating of the 
Miſeries conſequent upon the Fall? © This ſo great and 
e miſcravle a Plague, if it had only reſted on Adam, 
* who firlt offended, it had been much eaſier, and might 
the better have been borne. But it fell not only on 


* Article XXXI, + Rom, v. 18. t Kpiue eig To 
ralanf H l Rom, il, 3+ 111. 8. viii. 1. ' 
M 4 « Him, 
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* Him, but alſo on his Poſterity and Children for ever; 
« ſo that the whole Brood of Adam's Race ſhould ſuſtain 
ce the ſelf-ſame Fall and Puniſhment, which their Fore. 


« father by his Offence moſt juſtly had deſerved'*.”... 


Leſt any ſhould miſapprehend the Deſign of our Re. 
formers, and oppoſe the Puniſhment to conſiſt only of 
ſome bodily Suffering, or the Loſs of Immortality, it is 
added in the ſame alarming Diſcourſe ; © Neither Adan, 
< nor any of his, had any Right or Intereſt at all in the 
<« Kingdom of Heaven; but were become plain Re- 
ce probates and Caſtaways, being perpetually damned to 
ce the everlaſting Pains of Hell.“ 

Leſt You ſhould imagine, this might be written under 
a Sally of haſty Zeal, or that it is to be reckoned among 
the doting Opinions of a credulous Antiquity ; let me 
remind my Friend, That it is engrafted into the Articles. 
Thoſe Articles, which were approved by the Areh- 
biſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces; were ratified by 
the general Conſent of the Clergy ; and are, to this Day, 
the national Standard of our Belief, The Ninth Article, 
beginning with a Deſcription of our depraved Nature, 
ſubjoins an Account of its proper Deſert; © In every 
cc Perfon born into the World, it deſerveth G O D's 
e Wrath and Damnation F.” | | 

Ther. How miſerable then is Man |! 


* Homily on the Nativity of CHRIST, 

+ I am ſurpriſed to ſee a learned Author, attempting to heath the 
Sting of this awful Denunciation; attempting to prove, that the 
Words * do not ſignify GOD's eternal Wrath, and the Damnation 
« of Hell.” —I ſhall take no Pains to confute, what this Gentleman 
js pleaſed to advance, I ſhall leave the Queſtion in the Reader's own 
Breaſt, Let Him diſcover, if He can, a different Meaning in the 
Sentence, Unleſs He has a pretty ſhrewd Knack at Sophiſtry, I am 
perſuaded, He will find it a difficult Matter to give any other tolerable 


Turn to the Paſſage. —Surely it muſt be a Reproach to our venerable - 


Mother, if She delivers her Doctrine in Language ſo fallacions, 28 
muſt neceſſarily miſlead the Generality of her Sons: or in Terms ſo 
abſiruſe, as even a good Underſtanding cannot develop, without ſome 
Proficiency in critical Legerdemain, Far be it from me, to bring ſuch 
an Odipm upon our Church. | 

Aft 
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Ap. In Himſelf He is miſerable beyond Expreſſion. 
But a Conviction of this Miſery is the Beginning of all 
Happineſs. The Valley of Achor is a Door of Hope 
Ther. Explain Yourſelf, Aſpafio. You ſeem to deal 

yery much in the Incomprehenſibles. 

Ap. Such a Conviction would demonſtrate the abſo- 
lute Inſufficiency of all human Attainments, and all hu- 
man Endeavours to procure Life and Salvation. —For, 
in caſe We could perform every Jot and Tittle of the 
divine Law; offend in no Inſtance; fall ſhort in no 
Degree; perſevere to the very End; yet this would be 
no more than our preſent bounden Duty. Not the leaſt 
Pittance of Merit could ariſe from all this. Much leſs 
could this be ſufficient to expiate original Guilt, or re- 
move the dreadful Entail of the primitive all- deſtroying 
Sin. 5 

This, therefore, would moſt effectually preclude every 
falſe Confidence; and ſteep away, at one Stroke, every 
Refuge of Lies f. It would lay Us under an immediate, 
indiſpenſible, and happy Neceſſity, of betaking Our- 
ſelves to CHRIST. I fay happy Neceſſity; becauſe 
then We ſhould know, by Experience, what each Part 
of our LO R D's awful, yet tender Declaration meaneth; 
O Iſrael! Thou baſt deſtroyed thyſelf ; but in ME is thy 
Help 4. — We ſhould then find, that as Sin and Miſery 
have abounded through the firſt Adam, Mercy and Grace 
have much more abounded through the ſecond. For, if 
We were ruined by a Crime, which We committed 
not; We are recovered by a Righteouſneſs, which We 
performed not. A Righteouſneſs, infinitely ſurpaſſing 
whatever We could have acquired; even though our 
Nature had been tranſmitted to Us, free from any De- 
pravity, and exempt from all Guilt. 

Ther. In your Opinion then, and according to Your 
Scheme, Salve and a Regimen are better than a ſound 
Conſtitution, 


* Hoſ. ii. 189. Achor ſignifies Trouble, 
1 Iſai. xxvili. 17, Hoſ. xiii. 9. 


Aſp. 


p. No, Theron. My Opinion is, that none can 

ink Himſelf aggrieved, or have any Reaſon to com. 
plain, at that grand and beneficent Regulation, which 
_ ſuffers the glimmering Taper to be obſcured or extin- 


guiſhed, but ſheds abroad the boundleſs and majeſtic 


Beams of Day. And if any Compariſon be made be. 

tween the moſt perfect human Obedience, and the ever. 

laſting divine Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, it ſhould be 

_ from the glimmering Taper and the meridian 
un. 

Ther. I cannot perſuade myſelf to admire ſuch myſte. 
rious and unaccountable Notions. They muſt puzzle 
Some : will offend Others : but cannot edify Any. 

Aſp. This Point, That We all died in Adam; were 
undone by his Apoſtacy; cannot puzzle the ſimpleſt, if 
unprejudiced Mind. — Nor will it offend Any, but the 
proud Philoſopher, or the ſelf-righteous Moraliſt. And 
I aflure You, I ſhould not mention it, much leſs inſiſt 
upon it, did it not ſubſerve, and in a very ſingular Manner, 
the Purpoſes of Edification. The Doctrine of a RE- 
DEEMER, obeying and dying in our Stead, is the 
very Hinge and Center of all evangelical Revelations: 
is the very Life and Soul of all evangelical Bleſſings. 
This Doctrine is not a little illuſtrated, and comes very 
much recommended, by the Imputation of Adam's 
Sin. | 

Contraries, You know, caſt Light upon, and ſet off 
each other. Winter and its ſevere Cold, make Spring 
and its chearing Warmth, more ſenſibly perceived, and 
more highly pleaſing. Such an Influence has the pre- 
ſent Subject, with reſpect to the vicarious Obedience of 
our MEDIATOR, The more clearly We ſee the 
Reality of the firſt, the more thoroughly We ſhall diſ- 
cern the Expediency, the Excellency, the Glory of the laſt, 
The more We are humbled under a Conviction of the 
former, the more We ſhall covet, or the more We ſhall 
triumph in, the Enjoyment of the latter. —The Apoſil 
draws a long Parallel, or rather forms a ſtrong Contraſt 
between them, in the fifth Chapter to the Romans. He 
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ſpeaks copiouſly. of Adam's Guilt, imputed to all Man- 
kind for Condemnation and Death : that He may ſpeak 
the more acceptably, the more charmingly of CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs, imputed to all Believers for Juſtification 
and Life. In that durk Ground; He well knew, this 
faireſt lovelieſt Flower of Chriſtianity, appears wich pe- 
culiar Beauty ; indeed, with all the Beauty of conſum- 
mate Wiſdom, and adorable Benignity. 


Ther, It really ſeems to me a Thing impaſſible, that 
one Man's Righteouſneſs ſhould be made Another's. 
Can one Man live by the Soul of Another? Or be 
learned by the Learning of Another ?—Good Aſpaſio, 
never attempt to maintain ſuch palpable Abſurdities. 
They will expole Chriſtianity to the Scorn of Infidels. 
Aſp. If Infidels ſcoff at this comfortable Truth, their 
Scoffing will be, like all their other Cavils, not the Voice 
of Reaſon, but the Clamour of Prejudice. 

My Friend's Objection inſinuates, what We never aſ- 
ſert ; That the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST is transfuſed 
into Believers. Which would, doubtleſs, be in Fact 
impoſſible, as it is in Theory abſurd. —But this We diſ- 
ayow, as ſtrenuouſly as You can oppoſe. The RE 
DEE ME R's Righteouſneſs is made ours, not by In- 
fufion, but by Imputation. The very Terms We uſe, 
may acquit Us from ſuch a ridiculous Charge; as Im- 
putation ſignifies, “ A placing to the Account of One, 
* what is done or ſuffered by Another.” Accordingly 
We believe, That the Righteouſneſs which juſtifies, 
abides-in CHRIST, but is placed to our Account : that 
CHRIST, and CHRIST alone, actually performed 
it: that CHRIST, and CHRIST alone, perſonally 
poſſeſſes it: but that performing it in our Stead, and 
poſſeſſing it as our Covenant-head, GOD imputes it to 
Us—-GOD accepts Us for it accepts Us as much, as 
F We had, on our own Behalf and in our own Perſons, 
ſeyerally fulfilled it. 

Though one Man cannot live, be actuated with a 
Þ rinciple of Life, by the Soul of another; yet You 2 

| ow, 
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allow, that one Man, nay, that many Men may live, he 
continued in the Poſſeſſion of Life, for the Righteouſneſs 
of another. Or elſe You muſt do, what I am ſure You 
abhor—You muſt charge, with Abſurdity and Impoſſi- 
bility, even the Declaration of JEHOVAH Himſelf; 
if TI find in Sodom fifty Righteous within the City, then will 
1 ſpare all the Place rox THEIR sAk ES *. 
Ther. Not all your Refinements can reconcile me to 
this uncouth Notion. —The Practice is unexampled, and 
* inconſiſtent with the Rules of diſtributive 
ice. 
| 88 Ah ! my Theron, if We look for Examples of 
GOD's unbounded Goodneſs, amongſt the puny Pro- 
ceedings of Men; We ſhall be led into the moſt ex- 
travagant Miſapprehenſians, To meaſure one of the 
Sparks on your Ring, and fancy We have taken the 
Dimenſion of the Alps or the Andes, would be, in com- 
pariſon of this Error, a ſmall Miſtake. Since, between 
a brilliant Speck, and a Range of Mountains, there is 
ſome Proportion: but between human Beneficence, and 
this heavenly Bounty, there cannot poſſibly be ary.— 
However, the all-condeſcending CRE AT O R has been 
pleaſed, foro diſpenſe his infinitely rich Grace ; that We 
may find, though nothing parallel in any, nothing cor- 
reſpondent in all Circ ces; yet ſome faint Shadow 
of its Manner, among the Affairs of Mankind. Some- 
thing, that may perhaps give Us ſuch an Idea of the 
ſtupendous Subject, as a Glow-worm would give of the 
Sun's Splendor, in caſe a Perſon had never beheld that 
magnificent Luminary.—This Remark I muſt entreat 
You to recollect, whenever I attempt to elucidate the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, by any Occurrences in com- 
mon Life, | 
When your worthy Miniſter was diſabled, by a rheu- 
matic Diſorder, from attending on the Buſineſs of his 
Function, ſeveral of the neighbouring Clergy gave Him 
their Aſſiſtance, Was He not, by this vicarious Per- 


* Gen. xviii. 26. 
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formance of his Office, intitled to all the Profits of his 
Living? It ſeems therefore not ſa unexampled a Thing, 
for one Perſon to act in another's Stead. And when a 
Service is thus diſcharged by the Proxy, the Benefit may, 
according to the received Maxims of Mankind, accrue 
to the Principal. Did not Febu's Deſcendents, even to 
the fourth Generation *, reap the Advantage of their 
great Grandfather's Zeal ? Does not the Duke of * * * * 
enjoy the Honours and Rewards, won by the Sword of 
2 victorious Anceſtor ?—And may not the whole World 
of Believers, with equal, with far greater Juſtice, re- 
ceive Life and Salvation, on Account of their all-de- 
ſerving SAVIOUR ? Eſpecially, fince He and They 
are one myſtical Body; repreſented as ſuch in Scnpture, 
and conſidered as fuch by GOD. | 

No, ſay You : * this is contrary to the Rules of diſ- 
« tributive Juſtice.” — What is your Idea of a Swrety ? 
How was the Affair ſtated, and how were Matters ne- 

iated, with relation to your generous Acquaintance 
Philander ? He, You know, was bound for an unfortu- 
nate Brother, who lately ſtepped aſide. 7 

Ther. The Debt, by his Brother's abſconding, de- 
volved upon Philander. He was reſponſible for all, and 
obliged to pay the whole Sum. 
Ap. Was not his Payment as ſatisfaFory to the Cre- 
ditor, as if the Money had been paid in the Debtor's 
own Perſon, by the Debtor's own Hand? 

Ther. Certainly. 

Was not the Debtor, by this vicarious Payment, 
releated from all Fear of Proſecution, and acquitted from 
any future Demand on this Score? 

Ther, He was. 


* 2 Kirgs x. 30. this Inftance—by bleſſing the //raelites, for 
the Sake of 8 and — — Mercy to Solo. 
mer, and his Poſterity, on account of David their Father—and by 
many ſuch Patterns recorded in Scripture; the LORD ſeems to 
have conſtituted a Sign, and to have kept up a Memorial, of his Pur- 
poſe to ſave Sinners, by the Deeds and Deſerts of Another, 

45. 
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Ap. Apply this Inſtance to the Redemption of Sin- 

ners by JESUS CHRIST: who is, in the ſacred 

Writings, expreſly ſtyled 4 SURETY *.—If Philan- 


der's Act was deemed, in the Eſtimation of Law, the 


Act of his Brother; if the Deed- of the former was im. 
puted, in point of Advantage, intirely to the latter; 
why ſhould not the fame Effects take place, with re- 
gard to the divine Bondſman, and poor inſolvent Sin- 
ners? Why ſhould chat be exploded in our Syſtem of 
Divinity, which is univerſally admitted in our Courts of 
Ther. Obedience and Righteouſneſs are, in the Nature 
of Things themſelves, perſona! Qualities, and only ſo. 
Every Man is that only (and can be nothing elſe) 
which He is in Himſelf, -— FEM 
App. Righteouſneſs, as dwelling in Us, is undoubtedly 
a perſonal Quality. Obedience, as performed 'by Us, 
comes under the fame Denomination: - But does: this 
ſuperſede the Neceſſity, or deſtroy the Exiſtence of im- 
puted Righteouſneſs ?—Your firſt Propoſition is ambi- 
guous. Let it ſpeak diſtinctly; add inberent to your 
Righteouſneſs; and the Senſe becomes determinate, 
bur the Argument falls to the Grounce. 

« Every Man is that only (and can be nothing elle) 
cc which He is in Himſelf.” —If I had never ſeen the 
Bible, I ſhould have yielded my ready Aſſent to this 
Propoſition. But, when I open the Old Teſtament, 
and find it written by the Prophet; In the LORD ſhall 
all the Houſe of Hrael be juſtified 7. When I turn to the 
New Teſtament, and hear the Apoſtle ſaying ; Le art 
complete in Him, who is the Head F all Principalities and 
Powers ; I cannot concur with Theron, without con- 
tradifting Revelation.—ſ/ael, or the true Believer, 1s 
faid to be juſtified : and the Foundation of this Bleſſing 
is declared to be, not in Himſelf, but in the LORD. 
The Coleffians are ſaid to be complete; which, we are 
very certain, they were not in themſelves ; and are ex- 


* Heb. vi, 22, + Iſai, xiv. 25. Col. ii. 10. 
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preſoly aſſured, they were ſo in CHRI1ST.—Hence it 
appears, quite contrary to my Friend's Aſſertion, that 
Sinners both have and are that in CHRIST, which they 
neither have nor are in themſelves. They have, by Im- 
putation, 4 Righteouſneſs in CHRIST; they are, by this 
imputed Righteouſneſs, complete before GOD. * 

] believe, your Miſtake proceeds from neglecting to 
diſtinguiſh between ĨERENT and 1MPUTED.—We 
never ſuppoſe; That a Profane Perſon is de vout, or an 
Intemperate Perſon, ſober. To live ſoberly, and act 
devoutly, is inherent Righteouſneſs. But We maintain 
That the Profane and Intemperate, being convinced o 
their Iniquity, and betaking themſelves to the all- ſuffi- 
cient SAVIOUR for Redemption, are intereſted in 
the Merit: both of his Life and of his Death. This is 
imputed Righteouſneſs. We farther affirm ; That tho” 
criminal in themſelves, they are made righteous in 
CHRIST; and are accepted by GOD, for his be- 
loved SON's Sake. This is Fuftification through im- 
puted Righteouſneſs. 97 | 

Neither 1s this a precarious or unwarrantable Opinion 
but the clear and poſitive Declaration of Scripture. He 
juſtifieth, He abſolveth from Guilt, He treateth as righ- 
teous—Fhom ? Upright, obedient, ſinleſs Creatures? 
This were nothing extraordinary—No ; but He jufifeth 
the Ungodly *, that believe in the LORD FESUS, 
Imputing, as the Ground of this Juſtification, beir 
Treſpaſſes to Him, and his Righteouſneſs to them. This 
is divinely 22 indeed ! | 

Ther. I ſee no Occaſion for ſuch nice Diſtinctions, and 
metaphyfical Subtilties, in plain popular Divinity. Hard 
Terms and abſtruſe Notions, may perplex the Head, but 
ſeldom improve the Heart. | 

Aſp. Why then do you oblige Us to make uſe of 
them? If ſome People twiſt and entangle the Reins, it 
behoves Others to dear them of the Embarraſſment, 
and replace them in their due Poſition, —Many Writers, 

4 | 
* Rom. iv. 5* 
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either from an artful Deſign, or through a ſtrange In- 
advertence, have jumbled and confounded: theſe two 
very different Ideas. Hence, they have ſtarted Objec- 


tions to our Doctrine, which, the Moment You introduce 


this obvious Diſtinction, vaniſh into Air. They broach 
a Miſtake of their own, and then charge the Abſurdity 
upon others. Dopod ape e 11H ee 

J am no more fond of hard Terms, and abſtruſe No. 
tions, than my Theron. Neither can I think the In- 
ſtance before Us, is ſo abſtruſe and intricate; \ I am 
very certain, You are capable of comprehending much 


higher and nicer Refinements. Therefore, I muſt once 


again entreat You to remember the very material Dif 
ference between inherent and imputed Righteouſneſs, 
The former, is the Eſſence of Sanctification; the lat. 
ter, is the Ground of Juſtification. By this, We are 
reſtored to the Favour of GOD; by that, We. are 
made meet for his heavenly Kingdom.—Let this Diſ- 
tinction, which is eaſy, which is ſcriptural, which is im- 


portant, take place; and We may for the future diſmiſs, 


what Lou call, the metaphyſical Subtilties, Our Dil- 
agreement will ceaſe, and our Opinions tall. 

Ther. I queſtion that, A/pafio. There are other Dit- 
ficulties to be got over, before I can digeſt ſo crude an 
Opinion. —lf we are juſtified by the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, then the Righteouſneſs which juſtifies Man- 
kind is already wrought out. | 

Ap. And this You take to be a notorious Falſhood, 
Whereas, I look upon it as a certain and moſt delight- 
ful Truth.—The Righteouſneſs, which juſtifies ſinful 
Man, was /et en foot; when GOD ſent forth his 8 ON 


from the Habitation of his Holineſs and Glory, to be 


born of a Woman, and made ſubject to the Law,—lt 
was carried on, through the whole Courſe-of our SA- 
VIOUR's Life; in which He always did ſuch Things 
as magnified the Law, and were pleaſing to his heavenly 


FATHER.—lIt was completed at that eyer.memorable, 


that grand Period of Time, when the bleſſed 1 M M4 
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„ VUE L bowed his dying Head; and cried, with a 
0 ſtrong triumphant Voice, Ir 1s erred 
RN If the juſtifying Righteouſneſs was to be wrought: b 
e Ourſelves, We could never be truly and fully juſti 
ch till Death; till our Warfare is accompliſhed, and; our 
ty loft Act of Obedience exerted. —But how yncomfort- 
able is ſuch an Apprehenſion'! And how mjſerable would 
0+ it render our Lives! — How contrary is ſuch a Senti- 
n- ment, to the Determination of the Apoſtle; Ie ARE 
m WW jufifed * ! As well as to the Experience of Chriſtians; 
ch We akk paſſed from Death unto Life f. * 
ce Ther. Soothed then with this pleaſing Surmiſe, may 
If. not the Libertine ſay to his Soul?“ Soul, take thine 
ls, « Faſe in the moſt indolent Security. All my carnal 
at. « Appetites, indulge - Yourfelyes without Reſtraint. 
are WT -< Conſcience, be under no Solicitude to live ſoberly, 
are Wl © righteouſly, and godlily. For the Work is done; all 
NIf- « done to my Hands. I am like ſome fortunate Heir, 
im- « whoſe Parents have been ſucceſsfully induſtrious; and 
ſs, have left nothing to exerciſe the Diligence of their 
l- « ſurviving Son, but only to poſſeſs: the Inheritance, 
« and live on Labours not his own. | 
if. WM 4. The Libertine; who only ſpeculates, or diſputes, 
e an may indeed abuſe the Dottrine of Grace. But the Be- 
; of lever, who is guided and influenced by the Power of 
lan- 


Grace, will improve it to better Purpoſes, Where the for- 
mer only fuFuates on the Underſtanding, ſuch deteſtable 
ood, Conſequenees may enſue. Where the latter operates on 
oht- the Heart, it will always produce very different Effects: 
inful Such a Perſon, from ſuch a Faith, will never be inclined 
ON hactivity or Licentiouſneſs. No more than our buſy 
o be Companions, wich their humming Notes, and honied - 
It Thighs, are, by this bright Sunſhine and all theſe ex- 

S A- WW panded Bloſſoms, inclined to flexp away their Hours in 
ning; de Hive. You may as ſoon expect to ſee theſe Colo- 
venly nes of the Spring, fwarming in December, clinging to 


M A- * 1 Cor. vi. 11. | n 1 John v. 20, 
Vor. I. | N 
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the Snow; as to ſee a truly gracious Man, who is de 


e 


dication, it is the vile Spider, or ſome envenomed lu 


ners ſhall look, by Faith, to their crucified LORD: 
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an Icicle, or diſperſing themſelves to gather Honey on 


to Sin, living any longer therein *.—G OD forbid + ! He 
abhors the very Thought. | 

Whoever, therefore, ſo ſhamefully perverts ſo ſweet 
and glorious a Doctrine, is a Witneſs againſt Himſelf, 
that He has neither Lot nor Portion in the ineſtimabl 
Privilege. Does an Animal ſuck Poiſon from the moſt 
wholeſome Herbs? We are ſure, from that infallible In. 


ſect, not the valuable and induſtrious Bee. 

Ther. Truly, Apaſio, I know not how to call tha 
Doctrine ſweet, much leſs can I recommend it as whole 
ſome ; which renders Repentance, perſonal Reformation 
and inherent Rectitude needleſs. And if your Tenet 
once received, all theſe Duties may fairly be diſmiſſed 
So that if the Thing was poſſible, yet it would be prr- 
nicious. | | 

Aſp. The Prophet was of another Mind: They foul 
look on Him, whom they have pierced, and mourn . Sit- 


ſhall ſee Him faſtened with Nails to the curſed Tree; 
ſee Him ſtabbed to the Heart by the bloody Spes. 
And remembering, that this was the Puniſhment due to 
their Provocations ; believing, that by this Puniſhment, 
they are freed from all penal Sufferings, and intitled u 
all | rang Bleſſings: they ſhall not be tempted to tran: 
greſs, but incited to mourn ; not play the Profligate 
but act the Penitent.— The Apoſtle exactly agrees wii 
the Prophet; and both are diametrically oppoſite to ny 
Friend; The Goodneſs, the tranſcendent and inconce- 
able Goodneſs of GOD our SAVIOUR, inſtead of d- 
verting from, leadeth to Repentance ||. 

Far from obſtructing, it powerfully promotes perſon 
Reformation. For thus faith that all-wiſe BEING 
who intimately knows our Frame, and diſcerns what 


* Rom. vi. 2, + Rom. vi. 1. 2, t Zech. xi, 10 
Rom. ii. 4. 1 | 
mol 
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moſt effectual to work upon our Minds; The Grace of 
GOD, which bringeth Salvation, hath appeared ; teaching 
Us, that denying all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, We 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly; and godlily in this preſent evil 
Wirld *. Grace, You obſerve, even that gloriouſly 
free Grace, which bringeth Salvation to unworthy Crea- 
tures, is a Diſſuaſive of all Vice, and an Encourage- 
ment to every Virtue. S 

As to inherent Rectitude, how can that be rendered 
needleſs by imputed Righteouſneſs? Is Health rendered 
inſignificant, by the Abundance of our Riches'? Does 
Eaſe become ſuperfluous, through the Beauty of our 
Apparel? —Holineſs is the Health of our Souls, and the 
Eaſe of our Minds. Whereas, ungovernable. Paſſions 
create keener Anguiſh, *than a Brood of Vipers gnawing 
our Boſoms. Inordinate Deſires are a more. intolerable 
Nuiſance, than Swarms of Locuſts infeſting our Abodes. 
To regulate thoſe, and to reſtrain thgſe, can never be 
needleſs, till Comfort and Sorrow change their Proper- 
ties ; till the diabolical Nature becomes equally deſirable 
with the divine. | H 

Ther. The Believer, indeed, out of mere Generoſity, 
may, if He pleaſe, add Works of Righteouſneſs of his 
own. But his main Intereſt is ſecure without them. 

Aſp. Rather, Theron, He muſt out of Duty, He will 
out of Gratitude, . and from the new Diſpoſition of his 
Nature He cannot but, add to his Faith Works of Righ- 
teouſneſs. 5 | | 

How runs the heavenly Edict, in this Caſe made and 
provided ? 7 will, That they who have believed in GOD, 
for Pardon of Sin and Life eternal, be careful to maintain 
good Works f.— Ho beats the Pulſe of a believing Soul? 


| * Tit, ii. 17, 12. ef 

+ Tit, iii. 8. The original Word cpogae da has a Beauty and an 

Energy, which, I believe, it is impc er for our Language to pre- 

ſerve, by any literal Tranſlation. * 1 plies; That a Believer ſhould 

not only be exerciſed in, but eminent for, all good Works: ſhould 

Joe Others the Way, and oztfris them in the honourable Race: be 
both a Pattern, and a Patron of univerſal Godlineſs, | 

N 2 You 
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You may feel it, -in that truly generous Demand, made 
by the P/almift : What ſhall I render unto the LORD, 
for delivering me from impending Death, from deſerved 
Damnation; and for all the Benefits, that He bath done 
unto ne A grateful Heart wants not the Goad, but 
is a Spur to itſelf.— How leans the Bias of his Nature? 
He is new-born ; created in CHRIST FESUS unto 
good Works ; his Delight is in the Law of the 
LORD. Whatever is our ſupreme Delight, We 
are ſure to proſecute; and proſecute with Ardour. / 
cannot but ſpeak the Things which We have ſeen and 


beard ||, was the Profeſſion of the Apoſtles; if _—_ 


to practical Godlineſs, it is the Experience of the 
Chriſtian. _ | 
Nor can his main Intereſt be ſecure without a holy 
Obedience. Becauſe, the Judge of the World, at the 
Day of eternal Retribution, will declare to the Worker: 
of Iniquity ; I never knew You ; depart from me d. Be- 
cauſe Holineſs, though not the Cauſe of our Admit- 
tance to the beatific Viſion; is ſo neceſſary a Qualifi- 
cation, that without it no Man fhall ſee the LORD. 
Without it, there is no Accefs to Heaven, neither 
could there be any Enjoyment in Heaven. 


. Ther. Pray, recolle& Yourſelf, Apaſio. According 
to the Tenor of your own Illuſtration, the Neceſſity of 
perſonal Obedience is evidently vacated. For, how can 
the Law demand a Debt of the Principal, which has 
been fully diſcharged by the Surety ? Does not ſuch a 
Doctrine ſupply Conſequences, very hurtful to Piety 


* Pal. exvi. 12. 1 Eph. ii. 10. t Pal. i, 2, 
Cannot bu. This is an Expreion, uſed by the Apoſtles, Att; ir. 
20. It deſcribes the genuine and habitual Propenſity of their r. 
Nature. As the conipaiſionate Bowels cannot but yearn at Spectacles 
of Miſery : as the benevolent Heart cannot but dilate with Pleaſure, 
at the Sight of a Bröther's Happineſs: ſo the new Creature in 
"CHRIST, cannot but Ifir to glorify, and delight to obey, the ever 
bleed GD. ww: nth | 
Matt. vii. 13. 1 Heb. xii, 14. 
| Ah. 
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Aſp. The Debt of penal Suffering, and the Debt of 
perſect Obedience, are fully diſcharged by our divine 
SURETY. So that We are no longer under a Ne- 
ceſſity of obeying, in order to obtain an Exemption 
from Puniſhment, or to lay the Foundation for our final 
Acceptance. We are nevertheleſs engaged, by many 
other Obligations, to walk in all dutiful and conſcien- 
tious Regard to the Law. 1 5 

The Levites were a Type of CHRIST. The Le- 
vites, faith the holy One of Vrael, ſhall do the Service 
of the Congregation, and bear their Iniquities *.—Do the 
ſacred Service, whereby the People were accepted be- 
fore G O D—Bear their ſeveral Iniquities, whereby they 
obtained Remiſſion of Sins. —//rael, you ſee, by Means 
of the Levites and their Miniſtrations, were made Par- 
takers of Pardon, of Peace, and the divine Favour. 
This is undeniable. But did this vacate the Neceflity 
of their perſonal Obedience ? Could this ſupply Con- 
ſequences very hurtful, or in any Degree hurtful, to 
their Piety and Virtue ?—Where then was the Wif- 
dom of the Lawgiver ? What a Reflection this on the 
Author of ſuch an Inſtitution ? Either HE could not 
be wiſe and holy, or elſe this Charge muſt be falſe and 
groundleſs. ; | 

Ther. Many other Obligations You ſay. Inſtance in 
ſome, and.demonſtrate the Charge to be groundleſs, 

Aſp. Obedience, perſonal Obedience, is neceſſary, 
becauſe—this is the moſt authentic Proof of our Love 
to the gracious REDEEMER; If Ye love me, keep 
my Commandments this is a comfortable Evidence of 
our Union with that exalted Head ; He that abideth in 
Me, and I in Him, the ſame bringeth forth much Fruit | 
—this is alſo the moſt effectual Method, of adorning 
our Profeſſion ; and of winning our Neighbours, to em- 
brace the Goſpel. Let your Light, the Light of your 
exemplary Converſation, not only = but ſhine be- 
fore Men : that they, ſeeing your good IN orks, may think 


* Numb, xviii, 23, + John xiv, 1 5. 1 John KV. . | 
| N 3 honourably 
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honourably of your Religion“. May glorify your F 4. 
THER which is in Heaven; and ſay, with thoſe Proſe. 
lytes mentioned by the Prophet, We will go with you. 
Are not theſe Obligations ?—Real Obligations? Oblj. 
gations, whoſe Reality will ,never be diſputed, whoſe 
Force muſt always be felt, by the true Believer —D) 
wwe then make void the Law, through an imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs? No, verily: but if Gratitude to the cruci- 
fied FESUS, have any conſtraining Influence; if 
Concern for our own Comfort and Happineſs have any 
perſuaſive Energy; if there be any Thing inviting, any 
Thing deſirable, in the Proſpect of honouring GOD, 
and edifying Man—we eſtabliſh the Law. — By all theſe 
generous, manly, endearing Motives, We enforce its 
Precepts, and provide for its Obſervance. 
Ther. Should We admit this Doctrine, Mankind 
could no longer be conſidered as in themſelves, and folely 
in themſelves accountable Creatures. Nor would the fu- 
ture Judgment be an equitable Diſtribution of Rewards 
and Puniſhments ; but only GOD's awful and uncon- 
troulable Execution of his own arbitrary and irreverſible 
Decrees. | | 
Aſp. I have never been accuſtomed to conſider Man. 
kind, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, as accountable 
ſolely in themſelves. Becauſe, in this comfortable and 
benign Scheme, a MEDIATOR intervenes ; under- 
takes to anſwer for his People; and bears the Chaftiſe 
ment of their Peace, Were we accountable ſolely in Our 
ſelves, CHRIST as our great HIGH-PRIEST, 
would be fer aſide ; and his Sacrifice, as a Propitiation 
for Sin, be of none Effect. 
Why may not the future Judgment, be an equitablk 
Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments ? Tf thoſe, 
who reject the Atonement of the dying FESUS, and 
refuſe to depend on his conſummate Righteouſnels, at 


 * Mart. v. 16. Therefore, by our LORD in this Place, nl!) 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to Tits, good Works are called Kaz 54 
gracgſal, beauteous, ornamental, | 1 
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PA left to ſtand or fall, according to the Iſſue of their own 

* Obedience. If Believers, on the other hand, are ac- 
1215 cepted through their moſt meritorious REDEEMER ; 
bl: but rewarded with higher or inferior Degrees of Feli- 
| city, in Proportion to the Sanctity of their Nature, and 


—5 Uſefulneſs of their Lives I ſee nothing arbitrary in 
eb. dis Procedure; but an admirable Mixture of juſt Se- 
= verity, and free Goodneſs—On thoſe who reje& the 
15 Atonement, juſt Severity — To thoſe, who rely on their 
"2 HY SAVIOUR, free Goodneſs. 
* Ther. The Obedience of CHRIST was wholly due 
on for Himſelf; and therefore could not merit for Another. 
the Aſp. A bold Aſſertion this! Whoever can make it 


good, will infallibly overthrow my Opinion ; and abſo- 
jutely deſtroy my Hopes. But ſurely, Theron, it is not 
"kind your real Sentiment. | 

Could 1t then be Matter of Duty in the eternal SON, 
to be born of a Woman; and in the LORD of Lords, 
to become the Servant of all? Could it be Matter of 
Duty in the KING of Glory, to embrace the Infamy 
of the Croſs; and in the PRINCE of Life, to pour 
out his Soul unto Death ?—If all this was Matter of 
Duty, the ever-blefſed FESUS (How ſhall I ſpeak it? 
Who can believe it?) was no better than an unprofitable 
Servant. For, ſuch is the acknowledged Character 
of One, who does no more than | 

Ther. Not fo faſt, nor quite ſo vehement, my Friend. 
Remember what the Scripture affirms, CHRIST is 
there ſaid to receive a Commandment, and be ſubjef to 
— Law. Both which Expreſſions imply Obligation and 

uty. | 

Aſp. In order to accompliſh our Redemption, the 
SON of GOD ſubmitted Himſelf to the Command- 
ment. But this was his own ſpontaneous Act. The 
Matter of his free Coice. To which He lay under 
no Obligation, till He engaged to become our Surety. 


* Luke xvii. 10, 
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Being in the Form of GOD, He was Lord of the 
Law; and no more ſubject to its Commands, than ob. 
noxious to its Curſe, Nevertheleſs, He took aper Him 
the Form of a Servant; and was made under the Law. 
Wherefore ? Becauſe it was his bounden Duty, to put 


his Neck under the Yoke*? Impoſſible to imagine !— 


Or, that He might obtain everlaſting Life and Glory for 
Himſelf? No ſuch Thing. But that He might redeen 
thoſe who were under the Lau f. From which it ap- 
pears, that both his Engagement and his Obedience 
were not for Himſelf, but for his People. Therefore 
the Prophet cries out, with holy Exultation ; To Us « 
Child is born; To Us a Son is given f] His incarnate 
State and human Nature, together with all that He did 
and ſuffered in both, were for Us: thoſe aſſumed on our 
Account, theſe referred to our Advantage. 
Let Us conſider this, and be amazed ! and be charm- 
ed! The great univerſal LORD vouchſafes to pay 
univerſal Obedience! What Condeſcenſion was Here 
He vouchſafes to pay it, for Us Men, and for our Re. 
demption ! What Goodneſs was this ! 

er. Before We indulge the devotional Strain, We 
ſhould take care that our Devotion is founded on 74 
tional Principles. Otherwiſe it may prove, not like the 
Fire on the Altar, which was always burning, aud never 
went out; but like the Flaſh of a Sky-rocket, which 
glitters one Moment, and is extinguiſhed the next. 
Suppoſe I ſhould ſay; All this Obedience was neceſſary 
in CARIST, as a qualifying Condition for the Prieſtly 
Office; and in order to conter Merit, on the Sacrifice 
of his Death. 
- "Aſp. This You are weleome to fay, But I hope, 
You will not, like a certain Acqunintance of ours, be 


"EM * As xv, 190. ix. g- : 

r Tai. ix. 6. En preterea bo fn luris in Voce nobis. Sig- 
nificat id, quod ones ſentiunt, noſtro Bono & Commodo zaum d 
hunc Puerum Imperatorem. V1TRING, | 


The Original is, not 12 for Himſelf, but 13? for Us, and our Good; 
for Us Men, and our Salvation, 


We Ke deter 
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determined never to unſay or retract, what You have 
once affirmed. —Y ou will pleaſe to remember, That 


there was no need of any ſuch qualifying Condition: 
the Dignity of our LORD's Perſon, being of itſelf, 
ſufficient to render his Sacrifice infinitely dafacto, 


and infinitely meritorious, 
Hence it will appear, that, for every Thing advanced 


upon this Subject, We have a ſolid Foundation, in Rea- 


ſon, as well as in Scripture. Scripture teaches Us, that 
the Man CHRIST FESUS, was united to the ſecond 
Perſon of the eternal T RINITY .—Reaſon aſſures 
Us, that, by Virtue of this Union, He muſt have an 
unqueſtionable Right to everlaſting Life and Glory. if 
ſo, He could be under no Neceſſity of obeying, in or- 
der to procure either Honour or Ha 2 for Himſelf. 
—Therefore, all that He performed, in Conformity to 
the preceptive Part of the ] Law, He performed under 
the Character of a public Perſon : in the Place, and for 
the Benefit of his ſpiritual Seed. That they might be 
intereſted in it, and juſtified by it, 

They. Be it ſo: the Believer is intereſted in CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs. —Pray, is He intereſted in all, or only in 
Part?—If in all, then every Believer is equally righte- 
ous, and equally to be rewarded. Which 1s contrary to 
an allowed Maxim, That there will be different Allot- 
ments of Happineſs in the heavenly World.—If in Part 
only, how will You aſcertain the Degree ? What Pro- 
_ belongs to this Perſon, and what to the other ?— 

ther Way, your Scheme is inextricably embarraſſed, 

Aſp. The Reply to my Theron's Enquiry, is eaſy; 
and 12 Embarral ment He mentions, is but imaginary. 
Every true Believer is intereſted in al CHRIS T's 
Righteouſneſs; in the whole Merit of his ſpotleſs Na- 
ture, of his perfect Obedience, and expiatory Death. 
* [£s CHRIT divided? Said a holy Perſon in his laft 
Moments, © No; I have the whole of his Ri ighteouſ- 
te neſs, Al that He did, all that He pred for the 
il Redemption of Sinners, i is mine.. 
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You are a great Admirer of Anatomy, | Theron, and 
muſt undoubtedly remember the very peculiar Struc. 
ture of the Zar. Other Parts of the Body are progref. 
five in their Growth. — Their Bulk is proportioned to 
the infantile, or manly Age. But the Organs of Hear. 
ing, I have been informed, are preciſely of the ſame Sine, 
in the feeble Infant, and the confirmed Adult. Juſtifi. 
cation likewiſe, being abſolutely neceſſary to a State of 
Acceptance with GOD, is, in every Stage of the Chri. 
tian Courſe, and even in the firſt Dawn of ſincere Faith, 
complete. With regard to the Exiftence of the Privi. 


lege, there is no Difference * in the Babes, the young 


Men, the Fathers in CHRIST. The Perception, the 
Aſſurance, the comfortable Enjoyment of the Benefit, may 
increaſe. But the Benefit itſelf is incapable of Aug. 
mentation. | | 

The various Advances in Sanctification, account for 
the various Degrees of future Glory. Not account for 
them only, but render them entirely reaſonable ; and, 
according to our Apprehenſion of Things, unavoidable, 
Even as they ſeem perfectly agreeable, to the Repre- 
ſentations of the Goſpel f. As to ſettling the Propor- 
tion, We may ſafely leave that to the Supreme ARBI- 
TRATOR. He, who meteth out the Heavens with 4 
Span, and fetteth a Compaſs upon the Face of the Det), 
cannot be at a Loſs to adjuſt this Particular. 
Ther, The Organs of Hearing, though not preciſely, 
are very nearly, of the ſame Bulk, in the Babe and the 


* To the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks one of our moſt celebrated Nivines; 
as great an Adept in ſacred Literature, as Ages have produced,— 
« All are juſtified alile: the Truth of Faith juſtifying, not the Mea- 


"«« ſure. Juſtification therefore is the ſame in All that believe: though 
« their Belief be in different Degrees. So, once in the Wilderness, 


« all gathered not Manna in the ſame Meaſure; yet, when all came 


4 to meaſure, they had all alike; none above an Omer, none under.“ 


Licatroort, Vol. II. p. 1052. 


4 See Don. xii. 3. 1 Cor. iii. 8. 2 Cor. ix. 6. Luke xix. 12, 15 
c. Where the Servant that gained five Pounds, is made Ruler over 


five Cities; while another, who acquired double the Sum, is pro- 


moted to double Honour. 


5 | Man. 
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Man. They acquire, from advancing Years, ſcarce 


any Thing more than Increaſe of Solidity. So that I 
make no Objection to your Illuſtration, but only to your 
Doctrine. 

If CHRIST has done all, and We are entitled to 
his whole Merits only by believing ; to be ſaved, muſt 
be the eaſeſt Thing in the World. Whereas, the Bible 
repreſents Chriſtianity, as a Race and a Warfare, a State 
of Conflict and a Courſe of Striving. —In good Truth, 
Aſpaſo, Y ou propheſy pleaſing Things. Divinity is not 
your Profeſſion ; br elſe, I ſhould number You among 
« the ſmooth, emollient, downy Doctors.“ For, ac- 
cording to the Articles of your Creed, there is no more 
Difficulty in acquiring Heaven and Salvation, than in 
riſing from our Seat. 

Aſp. If we conſider the Enjoyment of Heaven in a 
legal View; if We regard it, as an Acquifition to be 
made by Ourſelves; it will then be, I fay, not ex- 
tremely difficult, but abſolutely impoſſible. Whereas, 
if We conſider it in the Evangelical Light; if We re- 
gard it, as the Gift of GOD; it is then attended with 
no other Difficulty, than that which conſiſts in believ- 


1ng the Report, and receiving the Grace of the Goſpel. 


—To believe, is certainly a moſt eaſy Thing in itſelf ; 
and would be equally eaſy to Us, were not our Minds 
darkened and enfeebled by the Corruption of Nature, 
aſſaulted and embarraſſed by the Temptations of Satan “. 
On Account of theſe Impediments, We often find the 
Duty of Believing accompanied with Difficulties ; with 
many and great Difficulties; ſuch as will abundantly 
juſtify the Language of the Apoſtle, when He ſpeaks 
of Fighting the good Fight +, and running the Race | of 


Faith. | 


A Sinner, ſeeking for Heaven and Salvation, I would 
not compare to an active Gentleman riſing from his 
Seat; but rather to a ſhip-worecked Mariner, labouring 


See Marſhall's Go/pel Myſtery of San@ificatim, Edit, 6. page 203, 
1 Heb. xii. I, 2. 


_ 
T 1 Tim, vi. 12. 
to 


158 DIALOGUE V. 


to gain ſome Place of Safety. — He eſpies a large Ra, 
which rears its Head above the boiſterous Flood. To 
this He bears away, and to this He approaches: but, 
whirling Winds, and daſhing Waves, drive Him back 
to an unhappy Diſtance.— Exerting all his Strength, He 
advances nearer ſtill; and attempts to climb the de. 
firable Eminence. When a ſweeping Surge interpoſe;, 
and drenches Him in the rolling Deep.—By deter. 
mined Efforts, He recovers the Space He had loſt, Noy, 
He faſtens on the Cliff, and has almoſt eſcaped the 
Danger. But, there is ſuch a Numbneſs in his Limbs, 
that He cannot maintain his hold; and ſuch an im- 
petuous Swell in the Ocean, that He is once more 
diflodged, and plunged afreſh into the raging Billows, 
— W hat can He do? His Life, his precious Life, is at 
ſtake. He muſt renew, ſtill renew, and never remit his 
Endeavours.— Neither let Him abandon Himſelf to 
Deſpair. —The MASTER ſees Him, amidſt all his 
fruitleſs Foil, Let Him cry earneſtly ; LORD, ſav 
me! I periſh! And HE, who commardeth the Winds 
and the Waves, will put forth his beneficent Hand; 
will reſcue Him from the devouring Sea; and ſet his 
Feet upon the Rock, Enabling him 20 believe to the 
Salvation of his Soul. 

Such, my Friend, ſo painful, ſo aſſiduous, are fre- 


quently the Conflicts of an awakened Sinner; before it 


is given Him“ to reſt, in peaceful Security, on the 
Rock of Ages, CHRIST FESUS, Of this You may, 
ſome Time or other, be aſſured, not only from my Lips, 
but from your own Experience. 

Ther. What may happen in ſome future Period of 
Time, is beyond my Power to foreſee, At preſent, | 
am apt to think, We muſt put a ſtop to the theological 
Lecture. Don't You remember our Engagement with 
Altinous ? And You. will own, that Punctuality in per- 
forming our Promiſes, is at leaſt a moral Virtue, if it be 
not a chriſtian Grace. ; 


my — 2 &5 
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A SPASIO's Affairs called him to London. He 
A ſtaid in Town a few Days. But as ſoon as Buſi- 
neſs was finiſhed, he quitted the City, and haſtened to 


"Ws, 

— his Friend's Country- ſeat.— Upon his Arrival, He found 
- his ſome agreeable Company, who came on purpoſe to 
" to ſpend an Evening with the Family. This Incident, 
his gave a Reſpite from Controverſy, and prevented the 
ſave immediate Proſecution of their Debate. As the next 
i Morning proved miſty, and unfit for walking abroad, 


Theron invited Apaſio to paſs an Hour in his Study. 
t his It was fituate at the Extremity of a large Gallery: 
the which, while it conducted the Feet to a Repoſitory of 
Learning, interpoſed between the Ear, and all the Dif- 
fre. turbance of domeſtic Affairs. So that You are accom- 
re it modated with every Thing, that may regale a ſtudious 
the Mind; and incommoded with nothing, that may inter- 
nay, r4pt a ſedate Attention, — Aſpaſio readily conſented to the 
ipso P ropoſal; but deſired, firſt, to take a Turn in this 
beautiful OZlong, and divert Himſelf with the Decora- 
d of tions of the Place. 
nt, | Aſp. A very ſhort Survey, Theron, is ſufficient to diſ- 
gical cover the Correctneſs of your Judgment, and the true 
with Delicacy of your. Taſte.— Here, are no impertinent and 
per- Vivolous Exhibitions, of romantic Tales, or poetie Sto- 
it be nes. Here, are no indecent Pieces of' Imagery, that 
tend to corrupt a chaſte, or inflame a wanton Fancy. 
On the contrary, I am preſented with a Collection of 
Maps, accurately drawn by the moſt able Hands; — 
b W 
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with ſeveral remarkable Tranſactions of Antiquity, mof 
eloquently told in the Language of the Pencil.—Yoy 
have happily hit that grand Point, which the Gentle. 
man of Refinement, as well as the Author of Genius 
ſhould ever keep in his View—The Union of the Bene. 
ficial with the Delightful *. 

Ther. Indeed, my Aſpaſio, I have often been diſap- 
pointed, ſometimes even ſhocked, in the Gardens, the 

Porticos, and the Walks of ſome modern Virtus. 
Their Pourtraits and Statues are little elſe but an Afem. 
blage of elaborate Trifles. Ixion, ſtretched upon the 
Wheel, or Phaeton precipitated from the Chariat. Apoll 
ſtringing his Lyre, or Jupiter (I beg his ſupreme High- 
neſs's Pardon, for not giving him the Precedence in my 
Catalogue) beſtriding his Eagle, and balancing his Bolts 
Pray, where is the Advantage of being introduced to 
this fabulous Tribe of Gentry ? What noble Idea can 
they awaken, or what valuable Impreſſion leave upon 
the Mind? The beſt We can ſay of ſuch Performances 
is, That they are Limning and Sculpture expenſive] 
thrown away. 

This celebrated Trumpery, One can bear with, hoy- 
ever. But, when the Painting and Sculpture, inſtead 
of cultivating Virtue, and improving our Morals, are 
calculated to be the very Bane of both—will You cal 
this an elegant Entertainment? No: 'tis a Nuiſance, 
*Tis a Peſt.—In the Statues, I grant, every Dimple 
finks, and every Muſcle ſwells, with the exacteſt Pro- 
priety. The Countenance is animated. with Life, and 
the Limbs are ready to ſtart into Motion.— The Pi 
ture, J am ſenſible, is as highly finiſhed as the Effgy. 
The Diſtributions of Light and Shade moſt artfully ad- 
juſted. The Diminutions of the Perſpective true to: 
Nicety. Nor can any Thing exceed the eaſy Flow d 
the Robe, unleſs it be the graceful Attitude, and almol 
ſpeaking Aſpect, of the principal Figure. —But, is thi 
maſterly Execution an Equivalent for the moſt maligne 
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Effects? For ſullying the Purity of my Fancy, and 


poiſoning the Powers of my Imagination? 

Is it an Indication of the Owner's judicious Taſte, to 
prefer Regularity of Features in the haramered Block, 
before orderly and harmonious Affections in his own 
Breaſt ? Does it beſpeak a refined Diſpoſition, or a be- 
nevolent Temper, to be ſo extravagantly enamoured with 
the Touches of a laſcivious Pencil ; as to expoſe them 
in the moſt frequented Paſſages, and obtrude them' on 
every unwary Gueſt ?—Surely, this can create no very 
advantageous Opinion of a Gentleman's intellectual Diſ- 
cernment. Much leſs can it raiſe an amiable Idea of 
his moral Character“. On ſuch Occaſions, I am 
ſtrongly tempted to ſuſpect, That real Honour is a 
Stranger, where common Decency ꝗ is wanting. 

As for the Artiſt, One can hardly forbear execrating 
his hateful Folly, who could proftitute ſuch fine Talents 
to ſuch infamous Purpoſes. —Deteſted be the Chizzel! 
that teaches, though with inimitable Dexterity, the cold 
obdurate Marble to enkindle diſſolute Affections.— Ab- 
horred be the Pencil ! that. makes no other Uſe of the 
moſt lovely Colours, than to pollute the Canvaſs, and 
enſnare the Spectator. 

It is argued, I know, that many of thoſe Pieces are 
the completeſt Models extant. —An everlaſting Reproach 
this to the Art: but no Apology for the Performances. 
Since, the more nicely they are executed, the more miſ- 
chie vous I is their Influence. It ſtrikes the ſurer, and 

| ſinks 


* *Tis Pity, but the Advice of Cicero, (that great Maſter of ele- 
gant Taſte, and polite Manners) was received as a Standard of Regu- 
lation, by all our Connoiſſeurs in the fine Arts. In primis provideat, 
ue Ornamenta Ædium atque Hortorum Fitium aliguod indicent inefſe 
Moribus, De Off. | | 

A Gentleman, obſerving ſome groſs Indelicacies of this Kind, 
at the Seat of a Perſon of Diſtinction, very acutely (and, I believe, 
too juſtly) ſaid ; | 

His Paintings are the Gibbet of his Name. 


t. J hope, it will not be thought improper ; I wiſh, it was entirely : 
els ; to animadyert upon a Practice, which is, not only a Re- 
proach 
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Poiſon be leſs pernicious, becauſe it is received at the Eye, inſtead of 


ſinks the deeper. It dreſſes Deſtruction gay, and payg 
with Beauty the Way to Ruin. «Of 

Ic is my chief Ambition, Aſpaſio, to have all my De. 
corations ſo circumſtanced, that the Beholder may leart | 
ſome valuable Precept in Morality, or be reminded of 
ſome important Event in Hiſtory : may find, even in the 
Scenes of his Amuſement, ſomething to' eſtabliſh his 
Virtue, or enlarge his Knowledge. | 
I frequently entertain my eldeſt Son, who is reading 
the Greek and Latin Hiſtorians, with an Explanation of 
my principal Drawings. That he may behold in Co- 
louring, what He has peruſed in Narrative. At this 
Inſtant, the Youth happened to make his Appearance; 
paying his Reſpects to Aſpafio, and dutifully faluting his 
Father.—It juſt recurs to my Memory, ſaid Theron, 
that ſome neceſſary Affairs of the Family, require my 


proach to our Chriſtian Profeſſion, but an Inſult upon national Decorun, 
The Practice of expoſing to public View, and offering to public Sale, 
ſuch ſhameful Prints; as are fitted only to awaken licentious Deſires, 
and cheriſh the moſt profligate Diſpoſitions. 
Such Spectacles are a Species of the rarkeff Poiſon. And can the 
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paſſing through the Lips ? Becauſe it tends more immediately to debauch 
the Morals, and but remotely to deſtroy the Conftitution ?—No Won. 
der, ſo many of our Youths are corrupted, and ſo many Robberies 
committed; while ſuch Scenes of pittured Lewdneſs are ſuffered to 
.inflame them with Luft, and habituate them to Impudence. 
Another very indecent Cuſtom has unaccountably ſtole its way, into 
ſeveral Performances of Genius and Elegance. The Cuſtom, 1 mean, 
of repreſenting the Muſes, the Graces, and other romantic up 
in the Form of beautiful Ladies, partly, if not entirely, naked.— 
*Tis true, here are no looſe Adventures; no immodeſt Geſtures; nay 
more, the Artiſt expreſſes his own, and conſults our Modeſty, by pre- 
fenting us with a Poſition in Profile, by the Intervention of a Foliage, Hor 
or the Lappet of a Robe.—But let me aſk the ingenious Operator, It 
He would chooſe to introduce his Wife or bis Daughter, in ſucha 
Manner, to public Company ?—Is He ſtartled at the Queſtion ? Is He 
mocked at the Thought? Then, let Him reflect, and let Others con. an 
under, Whether har can be graceful er allowable in a Picture, which 
would be brutal and unſufferable in common Life. X 
Secrates (who, before his Application to Philoſophy, praiſed as a 
Statuary) could not but bluſh at this Abuſe of his Art. And, being re 
; 2 mu a Repreſentation of the Graces, He zepreſented them proper 


Atten- 
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Attendance for a few Minutes. Will You excuſe my 
Abſence, good Aſpaſio; and permit my Son to ſupply 
my Place ? | 

You will very much oblige me, by leaving me ſuch 
2 Companion. Come, my dear Sir, addreſſing Him- 
ſelf to Eugenio; as I know You are a Lover of Learn- 
ing, what think You of 3 Ourſelves with theſe 
agreeable Books? Which give Us their inſtructive Leſ- 
ſons, not in puzzling Languages, but in pleaſing Co- 
ours. Eugenio ſpoke his Conſent, and expreſſed his 
Modeſty in a becoming Bluſh.— While Apaſio pro- 


ceeded 


Aſp. This is a ſtriking Picture indeed! Hills piled on 
Hills form a moſt aſtoniſhing Proſpect. What horrible 
Magnificence reigns amidſt thoſe Rocks and Snows ! Na- 
ture ſeems to have deſigned them for the Boundaries of 
corun, the World. Yet thoſe daring Troops are attempting to 
* burſt the prodigious Barrier. Who are they, Eugenio, 

and whom ſhall We call their Leader? Oy” 
the Eug. This, Sir, is the famous Hannibal, heading and 


ead of encouraging his Army in the Paſſage of the Ap. The 
bauch Sons of Africa ſeem to ſhiver with Cold, as they tra- 
ue eerſe thoſe frozen Regions, and march among the 


Clouds, 

Aſp. 'Tis the very ſame. Some, you obſerve, climb, 
ich exceſſive Toil, the ſteep and craggy Cliffs. Others, 
th far greater Difficulty, deſcend through dreadful 
Declivities of Ice ; expoſed all the while, to the Arrows 


5 f the Mountaineers. Some, endeavouring to avoid the 
y. pre- Phowers of Steel, flip with their Feet, and tumble head- 
—_ ong down the vaſt projecting Promontories. See! 
%% BF what a Height they are falling! Carriages and their 
"1s He rivers, the Horſe and his Rider! And at what a Dif- 
rs co. Wance ſtill, from the ſtony Abyſs below !—Some lie, 
lid ith cloſed Eyelids, and ghaſtly Features, daſhed to 
4 eth at the Bottom. Others, writhing with the Tor- 
, being ure of mangled Limbs, and broken Bones, lift up an 
oper) g onizing Look to their Comrades.—Their Comrades, 


Vor. I. 23 0 inſenſible 
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inſenſible of a Brother's Miſery, and wholly intent upon 
their own Security, hang in frightful Elevation on the 
very Edges of the Precipice. The Precipice ſeems to 
totter, as they cling ; and the alarmed: SpeCtator ex. 
pets, every Moment, a hideous Downfal,—Are Yo 
not ſtartled at the View, Eugenio, and in pain for the 
hardy Adventurers? 15 $5.44; 

Eng. I am, Sir. And I wonder, how they will en. 
tricate themſelves from theſe perilous Circumſtances, | 
have read in Livy, that they cut their Way through the 
Rocks, after they had ſoftened them with Vinegar. Bu 
is this probable ? Be the Fluid ever ſo corroding, hoy 
could they procure a ſufficient Quantity of it, amid{ 
thoſe deſolate Mountains ? 

Aſp. I believe, their Rgſolution and their Perſeverant, 
were the Vinegar, Theſe open a Road through Rock; 
Theſe, under the Conduct of Prudence, and the Fa. 
vour of Heaven *, ſurmount all Obſtacles. Influence(F 

0 


( 
Under the Favonr of Heaven cannot but wiſh, that the R. 
lator of Lord An/on's Voyage round the World, had anticipated A/paj: WM 
Remark, Had made ſome grateful Acknowledgments to an inte. n 
poſing PROVIDENCE, in that maſculine, nervous, noble Narrative C 
A Narrative of ſuch ſignal Deliverances, ſo critically timed, ad 
ſo ſurpriſingly circumſtanced ; as, in the Courſe of ane Expeditio, 0 
are ſcarcely to be paralleled. th 
I am perſuaded, it would have been no Diſparagement of the gu ar 
Commander, and his gallant Officers; to have it thankfully recy: pr 
"nized, on ſome very unexpected, yet moſt advantageous Turn of A. 
fairs, THIS HATH GOD por! Neither could it have detrafid 
from the Merit of the brave Sailors, to have confeſſed, on many l. 
zardous Emergencies ; That all their Reſolution, all their Addr 
and the Exertion of their utmoſt Abilities, had been only 1% Lale 
without the remarkable Co-operation of Divine Goodneſs.—And! 
am a, yaa ood that it muſt conſiderably diminiſh the Delight d 
many Readers, to obſerve the bleſſed AUTHOR of al! theſe Ve: 
cies, paſſed by unnoticed, unacknowledged, and without any Shares 
the Praiſe. | 
The Sarcaſm on Pope Adrian the Sixth, would, I fear, be too 
22 on this Occaſion. Being advanced to the Pontifical C 
Te built a College at Loxwvair ; and cauſed the following Account! 
his Riſe and Preferments, to be inſcribed over the Gate; Trait 
plantavit, Lon vaniam rigavit, Caſar Incrementum dedit. Ut 
planted; Louvain watered; the Egerer gave the Increaſe. Un 
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by theſe, the Survivors preſs boldly on; and are deter- 


the mined to vanquiſh the Horrors of Nature, as a Prelude 
sto their Victory over the Forces of Rome. Let theſe, 
e Reſolution and Perſeverance I mean, be the Compa- 
You nions of my Evgenio's youthful Studies, and they will 
r the enable Him alſo to conquer Diffieulties—even all the 
Difficulties, which he in his Way to Learning. 
| ex- What is our next Draught! At each End We have 
s. . Group of living Figures. All the intermediate Space 
h is an extenſive Tract of Land, diverſified only by rapid 
ut 


Rivers, horrid Deſarts, and mountainous Ridges ; with 
here and there a few ſavage Natives, in uncouth Dreſſes, 
and formidable Arms.—lt is more like a Map, than a 
Picture. And the moſt remarkable Beauty is, the aerial 
Perſpective. Which puts a very agreeable Cheat upon 
our Eyes; cauſing Us to behold, on an Ell of Canvaſs, 
the Space of many Hundreds of Miles. 
Eug. This repreſents The Retreat of the Ten Thouſand 
BY Greeks. Firſt We behold them in the Plains of Media; 
de Eat an immenſe Diſtance from their native Country; 
4% vithout Guides; without Proviſion; and, what is the 
an inte. moſt deſperate Calamity of all, deprived of their ableſt 
arrative, Wn Officers by Treachery and Murder. Well may they 
ned, a . * . 
— look dejected. How have I pitied their Caſe, as I read 
* ]MWhtheir Story! Abhorred the Perfidy of their Enemies, 
the grand wiſhed them all Succeſs in their hazardous Enter- 
ly prize! 
ney Ap. Don't you perceive, their drooping Spirits be- 
many kein to revive, and ſome Gleam of Hope diffuſes itſelf 
- Addr chrough their Countenances, while they liſten to the elo- 
of Lo quent Aenopbon? Who ſtands-conſpicuous in the Midſt, 
i haranguing his Soldiers, and rouſing their Courage. But, 
bel el! what a vaſt Extent of unknown Climes, muſt they 
iy Shared traverſe, with a numerous and victorious Army, haraſs- 
Ing them in Flank, or hanging upon their Rear ! What 


fical Chat which, ſome impartial Hand, to rebuke the Ungodlineſs and Vanity 
Account! df the Pontiff, added; Ie DEUS nikil fecit, In all this, GOD 
nd bis Previdence had nothing to do ! 
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Fatigues muſt they ſuſtain, what Hardſhips endure, be. 
ore they arrive at their wiſhed-for Home !—Hone ! 
Fired by the enchanting Name, and animated by their 
brave philoſophic Leader, they reſolve to puth their | 
Way through all the Extremes of Peril and of Pain, 
To ſcatrer, with their little Band, the incircling Mil. 
lions of Barbarians, 1s the ſmalleſt of their Achieve. 
ments. They croſs Rivers, they ſcale Rocks, who: 
ſlippery Banks, and craggy Summits, are lined with op- 
poſing Nations. They wade through Deſarts of Snow; 
and paſs over inhofpitable Mountains, the far more 
dreaded Abodes of Deſclation, Drought, and Famin, 
They encounter the- Keenneſs of the northern Storm, 
and all the Rigour of the moft malignant Seafons.—4s 
ſome of theſe Articles are incapable of being expreſſed 
by the Pencil, the Artiſt remits Us to the Hiſtorian; 
and has contented Himſelf, with marking out the mot 
diſtinguiſhed Stages of this memorable Expedition, 
Only We view the courageous Itinerants, once again, 
on a pretty lofty Eminence. There they appear, not 
with their former Dejection, but in all the Tranſports d 
Joy. 

* This, Sir, is the Mountain Tecqua. From 
whence they had the firſt View of the Sea, and the fir 
Dawn of Safety. There they embrace one another, 
and extol their Commanders, eſpecially the noble Xen 


Qu A . mes a. 


=} 


extraordinary Events, turns my Taſk into a Pleaſure; 
and his manly yet benign Aſpect, ſtrangely attracts n 
Eſteem. Methinks, under ſuch a General, I could hat 
been willing to take my Share, in all the Toil, and d 
the Hazards of the Expedition. 

Aſp. Would my Eugenio? Then I will lift Him us 
der a Captain, unſpeakably more accompliſhed and be. 
neficent. Young as You are, You ſhall, from ti 
Hour, commence a Soldier and a Traveller. A Soldan 
to fight againſt Sin, -ahd every Temptation. A Tre 
veller, to pas through the Wilderneſs of this Wow. 
unto the Land of everlaſting Reſt, —Though your Ent 


mit? 


| 
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mies may be numerous, and your Journey tedious, yet 


be. #int not, neither be diſcouraged. The LORD of 
me | Heaven is your Protector and Guide; Heaven itſelf 
heir mall be your exceeding great Reward, When You ar- 


heir ve at thoſe happy Abodes, your Delight will infinitely 


ain, furpaſs, all that the Grecians felt on Tecqua ; when their 
Mil- raviſhed Eyes beheld, and their Tongues with Extaſy 
eve- ſhouted, The Sea ! The Sea! 

thoſe | 

1 Op- The Scene of yonder Picture, I would venture to 
now; Wl affirm, lies among the antient Fews. 

more Eug. How can You tell this, Sir, at ſuch a Diſtance ? 
mine, Aſp. By the Fringes in the Borders of their Garments, 
torm, and on each Fringe a Ribband of Blue .- OD Al- 


—/\; 
reſſed 


"Tian; 


mighty commanded all the Je, to obſerve this Pecu- 
barity in their Habit. That, their very Clothes, be- 
ing different from the Apparel of the Heathen Neigh- 


moſt BW bours, might admoniſh both the Wearers and the Be- 
dition, BW holders, not to be conformed to idolatrous Worſhip, 
again, Wi and licentious Manners.— This, as well as every other 
„ net divine Command, our LORD FESUS CHRIST 


"Its of Wi moſt exactly obeyed. Therefore, We are told by the 


evangelical Hiſtorian, That the diſeaſed Woman, who 
From BW rouched but the Hem of his Garment, was reſtored to Health. 
ꝛe fit Hem it is, in our Engliſh Bibles. But, if You conſult 
zother, that moſt excellen: of all Books, the Greek Teſtament; 


,_ You will find, that the original Word might more pro- 
urs a | 
2aſure; * One would wonder, how the Jexvs can fo tenacimſir adhere to 
d m their Law, and yet ſo apparently neglect its Precepts. Where are the 
ons of Abraham, who obſerve this expreſs and poſitive Command of 
d hatWTEHOVAH? Though this indeed mizhe be obeyed, yet many of 
and JM the Mc/aica Injunctions are rendered, and by nothing leſs than the 
Diſpenſations of Providence, abſolutely impracticable. Is not this 
m therefore a moſt inconteſtable Proof —a Proof, not invented by the 
» Arts of Sophiſtry, but written by the Finger of the ALMIGHTY 
ind be. Himſelf—that the egal Ordinances are aboliſhed, in order to make 


m thi way for a better Diſpenſation? When the Avenues are become inac- 
Holdiacefible, the Houſe untenantable, and the principal Apartments irre- 
A Tre arably decayed ; is not this the moſt cogent Admonition to the Inha- 
Worl bitants, that they betake themſelves to ſome new and more commo- 


pious Reſidence?— See Namb. xv. 38. 
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perly be rendered Fringe *.—However, let Us paſs from 
the Drapery to the Deſign. | 

Eug. Here, We ſee David in one of the moſt threat. 
ening Exigencies of his whole Life. Saul, more like: 
Blood-hound than a King, purſues the beſt of Sons, and 
the moſt valuable of Subjects. He has extended 
the Wings of his very ſuperior Army, in order to fur. 
round f the injured Hero, and his Handful of Aſſo- 
ciates. | 

Aſp. This 1s the moſt animated, and, I think, the 
moſt maſterly Performance, that has hitherto come un. 
der our Notice. Conſternation and Doubt agitate their 
Looks.—Shall they ſurrender themſelves, as ſo mam 
tame Victims, to a Tyrant's Fury? Or, ſhall they cut 
their Way to Safety, through the Hearts of Country. 
men, Friends, and Brothers? Dreadful Dilemma - 


Matt. ix. 20. Kpaoweder, 
+ To this, or ſome ſuch Incident, may be applied a Paſſage of the 


P/alms, which, in our Tranſlation, is very obſcure ; has ſcarce any 
Senſe, or, if any, a very unjuſtiſiable one. Wherefore fbould [ fear i 
the Days of Evil, æuben the Wickedne/s of my Heels compaſſeth me rnd 
about ? Pſalm xlix. 5.—Wherefore The Reaſon is very apparent, 
When Wickedneſs cleaves to a Perſon's Heels, or habitually attends 
his Goings, it raiſes an Army of Terrors. It unſheaths the Sword 
of divine Vengeance, and levels at his guilty Head every Threaten. 
ing in the Book of GOD. 

Surely then another Tranſlation ſhould be given to the Words, and 
a different Turn to the Senſe ! And another Tranſlation the Word 
will bear; a different Senſe the Connection demands, Wherefm 
foould I fear, when Wickedneſs compaſſeth me about at my Heels ? This 
is a fine ſpirited Interrogation. This implies a great and editying 
Truth. From this alſo the Verſe appears, not only with Propriet), 
but with Beauty. Ven Wickedne/s, or the malicious Attempts df 
wicked Men—compaſs me. about, ſurround me, threaten me on ever} 
Side—nay, when they are at my very Heels, juſt upon the Point to 
ſeize, overwhelm, and cruſh me; ſo that the Danger ſeems both in. 
evitable and imminent, —Yet even then, having GO D's almighty 
Power and inviolable Faithfulneſs for my Protection, awherefore ſouls 
I be alarmed? Alarmed! No; confiding in ſuch a Safeguard, I vil 
bid Defiance to my Enemies, and bid Adieu to my Fears. 

According to this Interpretation, either the Prefix 2, or the Pr. 
poſition v, 1s before the Word 15py, to be underſtood, See Jai. xvi. 
3. Where both theſe Particles, omitted in the Original, are ſupplic 
in our Tranſlation, 5 | | 2 

Whik 
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While they are debating, the Purſuers are cloſing upon 
them. A few, a few Minutes more, muſt decide their 

ate. | 
4 Eug. 1 have ſometimes wondered, that the good and 
gracious GOD, ſhould ſuffer his choſen Servant, to be 
-nded brought into ſuch imminent Peril. Eſpecially, as infi- 
fur. Bi nite Wiſdom, and almighty Power, could ſo eaſily have 
Aſſo prevented it. | | 

Aſp. So then it is a Cuſtom with You, to confider what 
You read. You endeavour to diſcern the Propriety of 
Scripture, and enter into its Deſign. In this I cannot 
but commend you; becauſe, in this You follow the mot 
illuſtrious Example. You imitate the bleſſed FESUS. 
Who, about your Time of Life, was found among the 
Deftors ; both hearing them, with diligent Attention, 
while they expounded the Scripture ; and, when the 
Point was not fully illuſtrated, aſking them Queſtions * for 
his farther Information.—Go on, Sir, to examine what 
You peruſe ; to enquire, where You do not underſtand; 
and, if you think proper to make me your Caſuiſt, 
when any Difficulty occurs, you will do me an Honour, 
and give me a Pleaſure. 

As to the Caſe before Us—G OD almighty may ſuf- 
fer his choſen Servants to be brought into the moſt im- 


* Luke ii. 46. CHRIST diſputing with the Doors, is a very 
common Expreſſion. People have been confirmed in this Notion, by 
ſome injudicious Pictures. — But this is, certainly, a Miſrepreſentation 
of the Fact; and, I think, an Injury of our LOR D's Character. 

A Mifrepreſentation of the Fat. For We have not a Word ſaid by 
the Evangeliſts, concerning any ſuch Thing as Diſputation. Neither 
are We told, that FESUS was in the Profeſſor's Chair, but in the 
Place of a Learner ; or, in the Midſi of the Jewiſh Teachers. Who 
fat on Benches, ranged in a ſemicircular Figure, and raiſed above their 
Hearers, For which Reaſon, their Hearers or Scholars are ſaid, to be 
in the Midſt of them, or to „it at their Feet, Acts xxii. 3. | 

An Injury to eur LOR D's Charater—He was, in his tender, as 
well as in his riper Age, a Pattern for Mankind. He practiſed, in 
each Period of Life, what was becoming and amiable, in that = 
cular State, Now, as Modeſty, and a teachable Temper, are eſſential 
to the Necorum of a youthful Conduct; theſe, we may be aſſured, 
were the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtics of his early Years ; were the 
inſeparable Concomitants of the holy Child FESUS, ; 

O 4 minent 
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minent Peril, for theſe, among other, Reaſons. Thy 
the Bleſſing of Deliverance may be doubly welcome, 
and the Power of delivering more ſignally con/picucy;, 
—lt is, I acknowledge, a Maxim with Men, to cruh 
the Cockatrice in the Egg. Becauſe, when grown into 
a Serpent, it may not be eaſy, perhaps not be poſſible, 
to deſtroy or controul the venomous Beaſt, But the 
omnipotent RULER often takes the contrary Me. 
thod. He permits Danger to arriye at the very Height, 
Matters are reduced even to a hopeleſs Extremity. They 
He makes bare his holy Arm. Then He ſends Help 
from his Sanctuary. To let all Men ſee ; that Salvation, 
both temporal and eternal, is of the LORD; That 
no Caſe is irremediable, and nothing impoſſible with 
GON. | 

The Ruin of theſe People ſeems indeed to be in- 
evitable. —But who is the Perſon that intervenes juſt at 
thts critical j uncture ? 

Eug. It is a Meſſenger from the principal Inhabitants 
pf Judea. He comes breathleſs and trembling. Amaze- 
ment in his Face, and Duſt upon his Head. “ An In- 
ce vaſion!” He cries—<© An Invaſion The Philiſtines 
* have poured themſelves upon our Frontiers — The 
ve Philiſtines are over-running the Land“! 
 Afp. Upon the Receipt of this News, See! what 
Vexation reddens in the diſappointed Monarch's Aſpect 
What Anger lightens in his Eye! At the fame Time, 
what pale Reflections on his Country's Danger, mingle 
themſelves with the fiery Paſſions, and almoſt quench 


the Flame inkindling in his Cheeks ? Shall the Vulture 


relinquiſh his Prey, even when it lies fluttering under 
his Talons? Galling Thought! But his Kingdom is at 
ſtake, If He does not immediately advance to repel 
the Enemy, his All, his All is loſt. Burning therefore 
with Indignation, yet chilled with Fear, He turns, haſty 
though reluctant, away.—Are You not charmed, Eu- 


* This Event is related, 1 Sam. xxiii. 25, &c, And it is one of 
the moſt extraordinary Inſtances of a divine Interpoſition, at the very 
Crifis of Need, that any Hiſtory has recorded, | 


genie, 
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genio, with this Diſplay of tumultuous and contrary Paſ- 
fons ? Which afford the fineſt Subje& for hiſtoric 
Painting, and are ſo happily expreſſed in this Piece, 

Eug. Indeed, Sir, I am ſhocked, rather than charmed. 
The very Looks of that revengeful Monarch fill me 
with Horror. What muſt He ſuffer in his Mind, who 
diſcovers ſuch Rage and Anguiſh in his Features! I 
would not have his furious Temper, for all his royal 
Power. 

Ap. Then, my dear Eugenio, You muſt endeavour 
to ſuppreſs every Emotion of Envy and Malevolence. 
You muſt cheriſh a cordial Good-will to all Men; and 
rejoice in their Excellencies and Happineſs, as well as in 


your own, Envy is the Worm that gnaws, Envy 1s the 


Fury that embroils, his wretched Heart. And an Au- 
thor, with whom You will ere long be acquainted, has 
aſſured Us; 


Invidid Siculi non invenere Tyranni 
Tormentum majus. Hon. 


The next is a Kind of Nzrght-piece. Stars are in the 
Sky, and the new Moon rides on the Skirts of the He- 
miſphere. Which affords juſt Light enough to diſtin- 
guiſh Objects. This is a perfect Contraſt to the fore- 
going. We ſee no Conflict of jarring Paſſions; no 
fierce Geſture, or mad Demeanour. But the principal 
Perſon appears ſedate and compoſed, as the Night that ſur- 
rounds Him. He ſtands on the Bank of a River, 
thoughtful and attentive ; as though he was pondering, 
or executing, ſome important Project. 

Eug. This is Cyrus the Great, He ſtands upon the 
Banks of the Euphrates; not far from Babylon. He 
points with his Sceptre, and is giving Directions to his 
Army. The Directions are, to paſs through the Channel 
of the River, (which is drained * of its Water) in or- 
Ger to ſurpriſe the City. 


# ] awill dry up thy. Rivers, Iſai. xliv. 27. 


Aſp. 
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Aſp. This is a Prince of very ſuperior Dignity, 
The honoured Inftrument of accompliſhing ] EHO. 
VAH's Counſels. He was foretold by the Prophet 

aiab. He was even mentioned“ by Name, more than 
two hundred Years before his Birth, Let Us wiſh Hin 
Proſperity. For He goes to humble the Pride of Ba. 
bylon, and releaſe the Captivity of Mael. See! The 
Enphrates, turned aſide into the Drains, diſcovers its 
immenſe Bed. With what regular Movements, and 
what calm Alacrity, the Troops advance. Silence feems 
to eſcort them; while, under Covert of the Shades, 
and with Providence ar their Head, they march along 
a Road, never before trodden by the Foot of Man .— 
The Soldiers of the Garriſon, have abandoned their Sta- 
tion on the Wall, to join in the diſſolute Indulgence of 
this fatal Night. The Inhabitants, like many a heed- 
leſs Sinner, are Julled in Indolence, and dreaming of 
Pleaſures, even on the very Brink of Ruin, 

Eug. Why are thoſe brazen Gates, which lead to the 
River, placed in ſuch a diſtinguiſhed Point of View? 
They ſtrike my Eye more, I think, than all the Monu- 
ments of Art and Grandeur, which adorn that ſuperb 
City. — And let me farther aſk; Whether the Painter 
has not offended againſt Probability, in ſuffering them 
to ſtand wide open ? On the Approach of ſo formidable 
an Adverſary, I ſhould expect to have found them ſhut 
with all poſſible Security, 


* Tai. xliv. 28, xlv. 1. 


+ May not the Prophet (Li. xli. 2, 3.) allude to this memorable 
March, when foretelling the ViRories of Cyrus, He ſays? Who raifed 
Him up from the Eaſt, called Him te his Foot, gave the Nations before 
Him, and made Him rule over Kings? He purſued them, and paſſed 
Safely, ma» ND von nas by the Way, ſays our Tranſlation, that H: 
had not gone with his Feet. But this reads flat, and appears inexpreſſive, 
Nil fonat magnum aut memorabile. Might not the Sentence be ren- 
dered? He paſled ſafely, by a Way which no Man had ever gone with 
his Feet, 

—— Nullins ante 
Trita Pede, 


This was real Fact; and this is truly wonderſul. 


Ah. 
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Ap. In this Particular, the Painter has ſhewed his 
judgment, and not forgotten his Piety, GOD had 
devoted that haughty and oppreſſive Metropolis to De- 
ſtruction. You will perceive, from this Circumſtance, 
how wonderfully He over-rnles all Events, for the Ac- 
Jing compliſhment of his ſacred Purpoſes. Had thoſe pon- 


1 derous Gates been ſhut ®, the City had continued im- 
ne pregnable, and the whole Enterprize been defeated, Bur, 
. through ſome accidental Forgetfulncſs, occaſioned by 
and the Diſorders of this riotous Solemnity, or rather by a 
* very ſignal Interpeſition of divine Vengeance, they are 
* left open , and afford an eaſy Entrance to Slaughter 


and Death. Which ruſh upon the unhappy Creatures, all 
E ſunk in Sleep, or overcharged with Wine; as a concealed 


"I Snare, in ſome dreadful unexpected Moment, ſprings up, 
* and jnextricably entangles the unwary Bird F. Was I 
g of # See this very momentous, though ſeemingly inconſiderable Cir. 
cumſtance, finely illuſtrated by Mr. Rolliu, and compared with a re, 

1 markable Prophecy in Jaiab. Antient Hit, Vol. II. p. 144, 153.— 
the A work, in which the moſt entertaining and inſtructive Events of An- 
ew? tiquity, are regularly digeſted ; elegantly related; and ſtripped of thoſe 
Mn0- minuter Incidents which make the Story move flow, and are apt ta 
perb fatigue the Attention, —Conciſe, but judicious Obſervations are in- 


| terſperſed, Which may teach young Minds, to form a right Judy. 
W ment of Things: and not be miſled, by the Plaufbility of popular 


hem Notions, or the Partiality of prejudiced Hiſtorians. Many very dif. 
able tinguiſhed Predictions of Scripture, are explained and confirmed by 
ſhut correſpondent Facts, from the moſt authentic Memoirs of claſſical Li. 


terature. Indeed, a perpetual Regard to the Elucidation and Honour 
of the /acred Orucles, runs through and ennobles the whole Performance, 
— Which Method, if not ſtrictly conformable to the Rules of Hiſto- 
rical Compoſition, is a Trauſgreſſion of them greatly to their Ad. 


rable vantage. It may be ſaid to reſemble the golden Branch, celebrated by 
raiſed Firgil, and plucked by his Hero. Whoſe Growth, though a Depar- 
befor: ture from the uſual Laws of Vegetation, was far from depreciating 
paſſed the Value of the Tree. 

rt He I admire the Whole, but cannot enough admire the Concluſion, It 
ſive, is peculiarly pertinent, and inimitably grand. Has a Dignity, an 
ren- Elevation, a Majeſty, which, ſomewhat like the Kingdom deſcribed, 
| avith ae quite unequalled, and little leſs, than ſtupendous. 


ao he- apſvpi S. xpvotx erh KO WVT.v» 


+ The Gates foall nit be fout. Iſai. xlv. 1. 
+ How exactly does this Cataſtrophe agree with the Prophecy! I 
bave laid a Snare for Thee, and Than art ally taken, O Babylon, and 


Af b 1 bou waſt not aware, Jer. i, 24. 
: to 
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to inſcribe this Picture with a Motto, I would chooſe 
the Apoſtle's Admonition ; Bx soER: BE viclLant. 


Who is this, with his Length of Hair“ flowing upon 
his Shoulders; with ſuch Amplitude of Perſonage, Led 
Magnificence of Mien, and noble Plainneſs of Habit? 

Eug. This is my favourite Piece—My Father ſome. 
times ſhews me the Heads of the Philoſophers. But 
there is ſomething ſo gloomy and ſevere, in Diogenes 
and Epictetus, that I could never much admire them, 
— But this, Sir, is Scipio; the Thunder-bolt of War, 
as Virgil calls Him. Here is ſomething fo ſprightly 
and engaging, as well as grand and majeſtic, that I am 
never weary of looking on Him. 

Aſp. He appears with a Lady of diſtinguiſhed Beauty 
in his Hand. | | 

Eug. This is the captive Princeſs; who had been 
taken in War; who was ſet apart for the General's Prize; 
but whom he is now reſtoring to her eſpouſed Huband. 
Aſp. You are right, Eugenio.—He has juſt led in his 
lovely Captive, attended by her Huſband and Parents, 
amidſt a full Aſſembly of Romans and Celtiberians; the 
Victors and the Vanquiſhed, His modeſt Eyes, You 
obſerve, are rather turned from, than gazing upon, the 
blooming Virgin. Cannot You ſuppoſe, how the Spec- 
tators mult be affected, upon the Opening of this extra- 
ordinary Scene ? Every One beholds, the Hero with 
Admiration, the Lady with Delight. Every Boſom is 
big with Expectation, or in Pain for the Event. After 
a ſhort Pauſe, He addreſſes Himſelf to the Lover, in 
Words to this Effect I am no Stranger to your In- 
te tereſt in this fine Woman. The Fortune of War has 


I believe, it was not cuſtomary with the Romans, eſpecially their 
Warriors, to have long flowing Hair. This therefore might ſeem an 
Offence againſt what the Iralians call i! Coftume, if the Painter was not 
ſupported by the Authority of Livy, Who, in his deſcriptive Picture 
of Scipio, gives Us the following Touches ; Species Corporis ampla ac 
magnifica, Praterquam quod ſuapte Natura multa Majeſtas inerat, adorn- 
ebat promiſla Cæſaries, Habitu/gue Corporis, non cultus Munditiis, jed 
wirilis vere ac militariss Lib. XXVIII. c. 35. 


of put 


their 


m an 
15 not 
ure 
la ac 
dorn- 


5, Jed 


put 


DIALOGUE vi. 205 
« put her entirely into my Power. The Circumſtances 
« of my Youth cannot render me inſenſible to ſo en- 
« gaping a Perſon. But with Us Romans, Honour and 
« Generoſity have a more prevailing Influence, than 
« tranſitory Gratifications. Take your Bride ; be happy 
« in each Other; and when you look upon this Gift, 
« admire the Romans, be a Friend to Rome.” —Upon 
this He delivers Her (as the Action is here repreſented) 
to the enamoured Prince. | - 
See! how the Crouds, that cluſter and hang around, 
are ſtruck with the beneficent Deed !—In the Celtiberians, 
We behold a Mixture of Veneration and Surpriſe. Their 
Looks are full of Meaning. Methinks they are going 
to cry out; Excellent Man In the Romans, We diſ- 
cern a conſcious Superiority, and Exultation of Mind. 
Triumph is in their Features. They ſay, or ſeem to 
ſay; This wondrous Man is ours !—In the Lady, We ad- 
mire the accompliſhed and modeſt Fair ; uniting all the 
Dignity of her Birth with all the Delicacy of her Sex. 
What ſoft Confuſion, and what tender Joy, appear in 
her Countenance ! She 1s loſt in Wonder, and at a Loſs 
for Words. She ſpeaks the Acknowledgments of her 
Heart, by the filent Eloquence of a Tear; which ſteals 
down her glowing Cheek, to bedew the kind Hand, 
that has protected her Innocence, and is reſigning her 
to her Lord. Her Lord is under an apparent and a 
graceful Struggle, of Love and Gratitude. He dotes 
upon his charming Princeſs, and He almoſt adores his 
generous Benefactor. We can hardly tell, whether He 
is going to claſp the former in his Arms, or throw him- 
felt at the Feet of the latter, — The aged Parents expreſs 
their Tranſport in a different Manner. Their Knees 
are bent to the Earth ; their Eyes are lifted up to Hea- 


ven; they unplore, for their honoured Guardian, every 
Bleſſing which the Gods can beſtow. Scipio Himſelf 


diſplays all the Magnanimity of the Conqueror, tem- 


pered with the Stdateneſs of the Philoſopher, and ſoft- 
ened with the Gentleneſs of the Friend. He gives Hap- 
pineſs, but He enjoys a greater. His Eyes ſparkle with 

a ſub- 
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a ſublime Delight ; and He ſeems to anticipate the Ap. 
puke, which this truly heroic Act will gain, in al 
ountries and in all Ages. | 
Eug. Is not this a greater Victory, than any that he 
had won, in the Field of Battle? And a nobler Tri- 
umph, than any that could be voted him, by the ap- 
lauding Senate? Amiable Scipio! Might I be a Roman, 
| mould be no other than Scipio. | 
Aſp. I wiſh You, my dear Sir, the Temperance and 
Generoſity of Scipio, May You exerciſe them both; 
but from a better Motive than his. He, I fear, was too 
much ſwayed by a Spirit of Ambition; which You mult 


not cheriſh, but endeavour to ſuppreſs. A Spirit of 
Ambition, which pants after Diſtinction, and thirſts for 


Applauſe, is diametrically oppoſite to the Genius of the 
Goſpel “. It is a Leſſon, which muſt infallibly be un- 
learned, if ever We become Poſſeſſors of Faith, or Par- 
takers of CHRIST f. —It is a Root of Bitterneſs, 
which naturally produces Envy 4; that moſt odious, 
and (as You have juſt now ſcen) moſt ſelf-tormenting 
of all Tempers.— It. is a Habit of Mind, which gene- 
rally renders Men Incendiaries in the Church, and Diſ- 
turbers of its Tranquillity |.—It is. therefore more like 
an inchanted Potion which inebriates, than a genuine 
Cordial which animates. 3 

Eug. From what Motive then would You encourage 
me to be diligent in the Purſuit of Learning, and in 
the Cultivation of every Virtue? 

Aſp. Not, that You may acquire the poor, contempt- 
ible, periſhing Honour, which cometh from Men- but, 
that You may pleaſe GOD, your Almighty CRE A- 
T OR—that You may glorify CHRIST, your infinitely 
condeſcending REDEEMER—and may be qualified 
to promote the beſt Intereſts of your Fellow-creatures— 
even their preſent Holineſs, and their eternal Happineſs. 


Gal. v. 26. John vii. 18, 


+ John v. 44. 
z John , 10. 


+ Gal. v. 26, 


1 Theſe 


— 
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Theſe are the grand and endearing Encouragements, 
which our holy Religion propoſes. Theſe will operate, 
[am bold to aver, with a much ſweeter and a far more 
ſovereign Efficacy, than all the glittering Enticements 
which Ambition can deviſe; or all the deluſory Attractives, 
which Emulation, the Siſter Syren, can ſuggeſt. And, 
what is above every other Conſideration weighty, theſe 
Motives will be more likely, or rather theſe will be very 
certain, to receive the divine Bleſſing. 

You told me, You was never weary of contemplati 
Scipio. For which Reaſon, I promiſe Myſelf, You wi 
not be fatigued or diſpleaſed, though I have ſo long con- 
fined your Attention to this Paurtrait.— But have We 
no Hero of Britain, fit to join this illuſtrious Trium- 
virate from Rome, Perſia, and Judea? 

Eug. The very next We meet, is one of our Engliſo 
Kings. But I cannot ſay, that I remember either his 
Name, or his Story. 

Aſp. How, my young Gentleman! Do You read the 
Annals of other Nations, and not acquaint Yourſelf with 
the Affairs of your own Country ?—If I was in your 
Place, I would apply myſelf to the claſſical Writers by 
way of Study, and to ſome valuable Engliſh Hiſtorian by 
way of Amuſement. Such an Amuſement is infinitely 
pre ferable to Novels or Romances; and will not only relax 
your Attention, but enrich your Mind. 

Eug. I thank You, good Sir, for your Admonition. 
If You pleaſe, I will now begin the Study, You recom- 
mend. Your Explanation 7 theſe Drawings, ſhall be 
the Rudiments of my Knowledge. And I ſhall think 
it a Happineſs, to receive my firſt Inſtructions, from ſo 
able a Maſter. 

Aſp. It is Honour enough for me, Eugenio, to have 
given You the Hint. I pretend to nothing more than 
to point out your Game, or to ſpring the Covey. You 
ſhall be taught by a more expert Proficient, to make 
it your own. Yet, though Others may direct You with 
greater Skill, None will rejoice in your ſucceſsful Pur- 
tuit, more ſincerely than myſelf. * 
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_— after the Victory of Agincourt. You ſee the gal. 
ant Conqueror, clad in Steel, and recent from the 
Slaughter of the inſulting Foe. He ſeems: to breathe 
an heroic Ardour, which 1s irradiated and exalted by a 
lively Devotion. If Courage can be expreſſed by the 
Pencil, this. is the genuine Likeneſs: keen, yet com- 
| poſed ; graſping the Sword, yet looking up to Heaven, 
He, that a little while ago, drove the Battle, like a 
Whirlwind “, on the Legions of France; now bends a 
ſuppliant Knee, and offers the euchariſtic Hymn, to 
the LORD GOD of Hoſts. No turbulent or difor- 
derly Joy riots among the Soldiery. They expreſs not 
the Triumph of their Hearts, in frantic Exultations, or 
drunken Revels; but in Acts of Thankſgiving to ] E- 
HOVAH. In an Attitude, which ſpeaks the devout 
Acknowledgment of the Prophet, Thou art our Battle- 
Ax and Weapons of War f; or the grateful Declaration 
of the Pſalmiſt, Not unto Us, O LORD, not unto Us, 
but unto Thy Name be the Glory F. 

This laſt Inſtance informs my Eugenio, That Prayer 
and Praiſe are an honourable Employ—have been prac- 
tiſed by Perſons of the moſt admired Endowments— 
are the ſureſt Method of obtaining Succeſs, in whatever 
Buſineſs We undertake; and of enjoying Proſperity, in 
whatever Circumſtances We are placed. 


The next Piece 1s different from all the preceding. 
In thoſe, Armies with their Enſigns floating to the Winds, 
Ships of War riding at Anchor, battering Engines and 
Inſtruments of Death, form the Perſpective. In 7his, 
We have, all around, a lovely rural Landſcage ; ex- 
preſſive of Peace, and enriched with Plenty. Corn and 
Cattle in the Valleys; fruitful Vineyards on the Hills; 
and beautiful Gardens ſurrounding the Houſes, —But 


For this bold and beautiful Image, We are obliged to the Pro- 
phet. »1y'9nÞ> He They came out as a Whirkwind ta ſcatter ne. 
Habakk. iii. 14. 

5 + Jer, li, 20. + Pſal. xv. 1. | 
och | who 


This is our renowned Henry the Fifth ; as He ap. 


— 
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p- who is that graceful and auguſt Perſonage, ſeated on a 
ral. Throne of Ivory and Gold ? i 

the Eug. This is Solomon, having an Interview with the 
che AW Queen of Sheba. A large Train of her - Attendants 
7 2 throng the Avenues of the Palace, Some leading fo- 
the reign Animals : Some, bearing Vaſes and Caſkets: All, 
m- arrayed in ſtrange Apparel. The J/raelizes wonder at 
en, their outlandiſh Viſitants, their coſtly Preſents, and pe- 
e a culiar Habits. Their Viſitants are as much ſurpriſed at 
's a Wl the Walls, the Towers, and eſpecially the Temple of 


to WH 7r4/alem. But You, Sir, Iapprehend, are moſt pleaſed 


for- with the venerable Perſon, who fills the Throne. 
not Aſp. Indeed I am, and fo is his royal Gueſt. —You 
„or obſerve, in her Robe, her Retinue, her Deportment, 


E- an unpoliſned Kind of Grandeur. But all in Salomon is 
out bo ſplendid, and at the ſame Time fo elegant; diſplays 
ttle- WE fuch a Delicacy of Taſte, and ſuch a Magnificence of 
tion Spirit; that the Sabæan Princeſs is perfectly in Raptures. 
Us, ce! How She ſtands fixed and gazing with ſpeechleſs 
Admiration “; like One loſt in Aſtoniſhment, and tranſ- 

-ayer ported with Delight! Her Looks ſpeak, what, when 


"rac- be recovers the Power of Utterance, her Tongue ex- 
ts— preſſes; It was a true Report, that I heard in my own 
ever Lend, of thy As, and of thy Wiſdom. Howbeit, I be- 
„ in ieded not the Words, until I came, and mine Eyes had ſeen : 
and behold ! the Half was not told me: thy Wiſdom and 
Proſperity exceed the Lame which I heard +. 
ding. Eug. This is a high Compliment. Is is right, Sir, 
inds, to praiſe a Man, in ſuch ꝓlain Terms and ſuch high 
. — 0 This, I apprehend, is the Meaning of that remarkable ſtrong 
FDIS, Expreſſion, eſed by the ſacred Hiſtorian ; There was no more Spirit in 
ex- Her, 1 Kings x. 5. It ſeems to have been a well known and cuſtomary 
1 and Phraſe among the Hebrews, to denote the Extremes, either of Surpriſe, 
Jills; . erer., See gs. v. 1. we 
| 5 This is ſomew hat like the fine Compliment, which Cicero pays 
— Bu to his jeamed Client Archias, In ceteris Aſiæ Partibus, cunftegque 
0 Leciæ, fic ejus Adventus celebrabatur, ut Famam Ingenii Eæſpectatis 
e Pro- Hminis ; Ex/pe#ationem, ipfrus Adventus Admiratiogue ſu peraret. Tho” 
er ne. | think her Majeſty's Sentiments, as they are more ſimple and artleſs 
than the Oratop's ; are alſo, Ike the Spices and Fruits of her Clime, 
more richly ſcented, and more highly flayoured. 
who Vol., I, P Strains, 
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Strains, to his very. Face? I think, I have heard Pl. 
lenor blame ſuch a Practice, as inconkſtent with refined 
Manners. And I have heard my Father ſay; No one 
is a better Judge of fine Breeding, than Philenor. || 
the moſt agreeable Behaviour, added to the moſt wig. 
ning Converſation, are what You call fne Breeding, | | 
am ſure, Philenor is Maſter of it to a very great De. 
gree, I love to be in his Company, and am never bet. 
ter pleaſed, than to hear Him talk. 

Asp. The Compliment, though high, is juſt. It 
ſtrictly comformable to Truth, and proceeds, from the 
moſt unaffected Sincerity. If We conſider what follow, 
We ſhall have a Pattern of true Politeneſs; a Propriey 
and Refinement of Addreſs, far ſurpaſſing all her Mz 
jeſty's external State.—Happy are thy Men; happy are tba 
thy Servants ; which ſtand continually. before Thee, and tha 
bear thy Wi 5/dom. Inſtead of envying, She congratulate 
the Domeſtics of Solomon, and rejoices in their ſuperm Wil . 
Felicity. This is Benevolence.—Bleſſed: be the LORD WM | 
thy GOD, which delighted” in Thee, to ſet Thee on th Wl , 
Throne of. Tirael. Becauſe the LORD loved Ijracl fa d 
ever, therefore made He thee Kin g, to do Judgment au 
Juſtice. Here She aſcribes all his royal Virtues, and 
ſublime Accompliſhments, to the Bounty of Heaven, 


Though they are applauded in the Perſon of Solon, a 
they are recognized as the free Gift of GOD. TE 
is Piety.— When the Endowments We celebrate, lea f 
Us to magnify, not their Poſſeſſor, but their Author; n 
then the Poiſon is correcteq, and turned into Medicine Bi ,, 
Praiſe, thus circumſtanced, loſes its Malignity, and vl v. 
rendered ſalubrious. [9 

It pleaſes me ta perceive, that You take ſo mail 1 
Notice of the Converſation, which paſſes between you or 
worthy Father, and his ingenious Friends. I promik * 
myſelf, You will alſo remember the Maxim, which We dh. 


have now learned from a Queen, A Queen, When 
not only the facred Hiſtorian, but our LO RD FESL U 
CHRIST Himſelf vouchſafes to mention, and - 
Marks of Approbation. Whoſe Name therefore 1 
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be had in Honour, when Semiramis and Cleopatra, the 


Heroines and the Beauties, are conſigned over to Ob- 
one e livion, The Maxim, which I mean, is this There 
| muſt be an Union of Sincerity, of Benevolence, and of 
An. Piety, in order to conſtitute true Politeneſs. Whoever 
"2, | Bi pretends to fine Breeding, and is deſtitute of theſe Qua- 
De- lities, is nothing more than a Pretender. He bears juſt 
der. the fame Proportion to this ornamental Character, as 

me Ape and the Monkey bear to the Man. 

It ö But We have not ſufficiently examined our Picture. 
m the Wi The Dome is of Cedar; ſupported by Pillars of Marble; 
london which are ſuſpended Curtains of Silk and Embroi- 
pricty dery.— The Pillars ſhine with the moſt gloſſy Poliſh, 
" Mi- BY and ſwell upon the Eye with the boldeſt Projections. 
e the! i The Curtains, pendent in large and eaſy Folds, ſeem 
1d that Wi not adheſive to the Canvaſs, but waving in the Air. 
lates WW The Throne is exquiſitely contrived, richly ornamented, 
pelm and highly finiſhed. It is evident, the Painter had in 


his Eye that memorable Obſervation of Scripture, There 
on i 925 not the lite made in any Kingdom; and He has really 
cel In done all, which Art could deviſe, or Colours execute, 
in order to exemplify the great Encomium. | 
Sy and If the Monarch was abſent, We ſhould defire no bet- 
leave, ter Entertainment, than to view the Beauties of the 
olonn, Bi Apartment: but can hardly allow any Attention to the 
Tu Edifice, when ſo graceful and ſo grand a Preſence be- 
peaks our Regard. For I muſt. own, chere appears to 
uthor; Bl me ſomething peculiarly excellent in this Figure: a Se- 
dicint. Wi renity and Dignity, without any of that martial Air, 
and 5B which adds a Tincture of Ferocity to the Warrior: a 
Sagacity and Penetration, not to be equalled by the 
Wrinkles of Age, yet tranſparent through all the Bloom 
en yo of Youth. Piety and Wiſdom, the Love of GON 
promik and the Grace of his-SPIRIT, give an Elevation to 
the Mind; give a ſecret Charm to the Countenance ; 
and ſomething” more than mortal to the whole Man — 
am apt to ſuſpect, Eugenio, that You yourſelf are 
ready to adopt a new Favourite. That You now pre- 
fer Solomon even to Scipio; and had rather be like the 
Beloved of the LORD *, than the Darling of Reme. 
” 2 Eug. 
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Eug. Every Thing in Solomon is fo venerable and hea- 
venly, that I am filled with Awe, rather than incited to 
Imitation. It is not for a Boy, to think of imitating 
ſuch high Perfection! 

Aſp. Why not, my dear Sir? It was GOD who 
gave Solomon his ſuperior Wiſdom, and exalted Accom- 
pliſhments, And GOD is the ſame Yeflerday, to Day, 
and for ever: as willing to hear, and as able to help 
You, as He was to hear and bleſs his Servant Solomon. 
Neither let your Youth be a Diſcouragement. Out 
of the Mouth of very Babes and Sucklings, HE ordaineth 
Strength f. Samuel miniſtered in the Temple, when 
He was but a Child 1. Jab, while He was yet young, 
began to ſeek after the GOD of his Fathers J. II- 
mothy was acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, from 
his earlieſt Years F. And Solomon himſelf was none of 
the oldeſt, when He was favoured with that extraordi- 


nary Viſion, and made that admirable Choice at Gibe- 


on C. A Paſſage of Scripture, which I dare ſay, You 
have read ; which I would recommend to your attentive 
Confideration ; and which, I hope, You will take for 
the Model of your Conduct. — And if You, like that 
illuſtrious young Prince, deſire a wiſe and underſtand- 
ing Heart, more than the Affluence of Wealth, or the 
Diſtinctions of Honour: if You ſeek Wiſdom as Silver, 
and ſearch for Her as for hid Treaſure: then ſhall You 
alſo underſtand the Fear of the LORD, and find the Know- 
ledge of GOD. 

The next that occurs, preſents Us with a View of 
the Sea; and a moſt tremendous View it is. | 


Eug. This is the Voyage related by the Evangeliſt ; 
when our LORD, failing with his Diſciples, bid th 
Storm be ſtill, and made tlie Ocean calm. | 


* Delrved of the LOR D—This is the Meaning of Fededis/> ; the 
Name, which Salamom received, by the expreſs Order of JEHOVAH,. 
2 Sam. xii. 25. 

+ Pal. viii. 2. + 1 Sam. ii. 18. || 2 Chron, xxxiv. f. 
J 2 Tim, iii. 15, 4 1 Kings iii. 5, 6, Sc. * Prov. ii. 4, 5 
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Aſp. Then We may truly ſay; A Me: than Solomon 
is bere * Though Solomon was wiſe, CHRIST is 
Wiſdom itſelf, — Give me Leave to hint, upon this Oc- 
caſion, that every Picture of CHRIST muſt neceſſarily 
depreciate his glorious Perſon, Therefore You will ne- 
ver think, that a few Rays beaming round his ſacred 
Head, can properly diſtinguiſh the SON of GOD; 
can expreſs either the Grace of his Offices, or the Di- 
vinity of his Nature. It is not to diſplay the Perfec- 
tions of our LORD FESUS Himſelf, but only to give 
Us an Idea of one of his Yorks, that the Pencil has 
been employed on this grand Subject. 

You will alſo remember; That it was not the main 
Ocean, but the Lake of Tiberias, on which they ſailed. 
However, the Painter is at Liberty, to make his Sea as 
large as He pleaſes, and his Storm as terrible as He can. 
Accordingly, He has collected all the Horrors of a 
Tempeſt, —Lightnings fire the Arch above; and Thun- 
ders, could Thunders have been painted, would have 
rocked the Ground below. Thoſe flaming Bolts have 
imitten a huge Promontory, and tore its rugged Brow, 
See | how the rocky Fragment is tumbling, with im- 
petuous Bound, from Cliff to Chiff.—The Waters, laſhed 
dy furious Winds, heave and toſs their tumultuous Bil- 
lows. Here, they riſe in rolling Ridges ; there, they 
rage in devouring Whirls.—Amidft theſe horrible Com- 
motions, You behold a Veſſel in all the Extremity of 
Diſtreſs. Straining under the Blaſt ; battered and half 
overwhelmed by the Surge ; ſhe can no longer maintain 
the unequal Conflict. She yields to the reſiſtleſs Flood; 


A greater than Solomon-—This is what our bleſſed LORD af. 
firms concerning Himſelf, In which, We may obſerve the utmoſt 
Dignity, tempered with the utmoſt Decorum. He will avoid the very 
Appearance of Oſtentation, even when He thinks it neceſſary to aſſert 
dis native Honour. Therefore, He ſays not, I am greater than So- 

lomon ; but, @ greater than Solomon is here, Leaving every One, 
who has Eyes to ſee his mighty Works, and a Heart to underſtand 
lis tranſcendent Excellencies—leaving every ſuch Perſon, to make the 
Application. Matt. xii. 41. See another Inſtance of this amiable 


aH, Ver, 6. 
4 and 
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and begins, evidently begins to ſink. —Perplexed, amaz. 
ed, and at their Wit's End, the Diſciples run to and 
fro. They ſhift the Tackling ; lighten the Stowage; 
try every Expedient; and find, to their unſpeakable 
Affliction, every Expedient ineffectual, 

We caſt our Eye forward, and their divine MAS. 
TER appears, ſedately riſing from a gentle Slumber, 
He ſees the Perplexity and Horror of his Companions, 
without the leaſt Emotion of Alarm. He ſees Deſtruc- 
tion pproaching, Heaven and Earth mingling, and, 
| Inſtead of being diſmayed, enjoys the elemental War.— 
What Compoſure in his Mien! What Dignity in his 
Attitude]! What Majeſty, ſweetened with Compaſſion, 
in his Aſpect]! Such as could ariſe from no other Cauſe, 
but a conſcious and undoubted Certainty, that not one of 
the Company ſhould periſh ; that not a Hair of their Head 
ſhould be injured ; and that all this mighty Uproar of 
Nature, ſhould end in a Demonſtration of his mightier 
Power, and a Confirmation of his Diſciples Faith.— 
He looks abroad into the mutinous Sky, and the turbu- 
lent Deep. He waves, with an authoritative Air, his 
ſacred Hand; and adds the great commanding Word; 
Prack: BE $T1LL :—Do You enquire aftex the Effect: 
Let Milton declare it; e 


Confuſion heard his Voice, and wild Uproar 
Stood rul d. 


This is expreſſed in another Draught. Where all is 
huſhed : the tremendous Agitations ceaſe, and the moſt 
profound Tranquility takes place. The Water is ſmooti 
as Glaſs; We have the Picture of a perfect Calm; and 
view thoſe very Perſons, who, a little while ago, were 
in the wildeſt Diſtraction, and in the Jaws of Ruin, fur- 


rounding their LORD as Men alive from the 3 . 
| eir 


* The Circumſtances of this Miracle, as related by the Evangeliſts, 
ute 


are truly wonderful, and to the laſt Degree pictureſque. 


F 
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Their Conſternation is turned into Wonder, and their 
Pangs of Fear into Extaſies of Joy. They acknow- 
ledge the Omnipotence, and adore the Goodneſs of 
JESUS. | ; 

Eug. Well may they acknowledge his Omnipotence, 
fince Winds and Waves obey Him. Great Reaſon have 
they to adore his Goodneſs, ſince He reſcued them from 
the very Jaws of Death ; that worſt of Deaths, periſh- 
ing in the ſtormy Deep. 

Ap. If FESUS CHRIST had vouchſafed ſuch a 
Deliverance to my Eugenio; What would He have 
thought, or how would He have been affected ? 

Exg. I ſhould have thought myſelf inexpre/ibly obliged; 
and that I could never ſhew /#fficient Gratitude to ſo great 
a Benefactor. "= 

Aſp. Aſſure yourſelf then, my dear Sir, that He has 
done infinitely more for You.—That He has delivered 


Mafter ! Maſter ! We periſh ! How conciſe, how abrupt, and how 
ardent is this Exclamation! Therefore how ſtrongly figniticant of im- 
minent Danger, and of the utmoit Diitreſs! They have not Time to 
de explicit, A Moment's Delay may be fatal, What they utter is 
Vehemence itſelf, and all Rapidity, Lale viii. 24.— This is Nature: 
this is the geruine Language of the Heart: this is true hiſtoric Paint. 
ing, Every impartial Reader muſt admire this exquiſitely fine Stroke, 
far beyond the diffuſe, and (I had almoſt faid, impertinently) florid 
Speech, which Virgil puts into the Mouth of his Hero on a like Oc. 
caſion. Eu. I. 98. 

v, H. What a Majeſty in this Command! Tis ad- 
mirable: tis inimitable : 'tis worthy of GO D. —I think, We may 
obſerve a peculiarly proper Word, addreſſed and adapted to each Ele- 
ment: the firſt injoining a Ce/ation of the Winds, the ſecond a Qui. 
eſcence of the Wawes: Silence in all that roared, Compoſure in all that 
raged. As though (to give a ſhort Paraphraſe of the grand Injunc- 
tion) it had been ſaid; Winds, be huſhed; Waves, be calm, Mark 
Iv, 39. . 

The Efe# which this Miracle has on the Diſciples, is deſcribed, 
with all the Force of Imagination, and all the Energy of Diction. 
To repreſent in Colours, what the evangelical Hiſtorian has left upon 
Record, would be a Subject fit for the immortal Raphael ; and per- 
haps not to be equaled even by his maſterly Pencil. Aiay «x wegen 
*. iayT0; ic arro 5 i e S0, they were amaxed.—it i caro, 
they were trau parted with Amnzement—dacr, to the very grrateſt Degree— 


i f,jVuu, exceeding all that Language can expreſs, Mari vi. 51. 
P 4 | You, 
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You, not indeed from being ſwallowed up by the rag. 
ing Billows, but from ſinking into the Pit of everlaſting 
Perdition.— That He has not only reſcued You from 
endleſs Deſtruction, but obtained eternal Life and hea. 
venly Happineſs for You.—Done all this, not by ſpeak- 
ing a Word, or iſſuing a Command; but by bearing 
your Guilt, and ſuffering your Puniſhment; even by 
dying the moſt. ignominious and tormenting Death, in 
your Stead. —Should You not then unfeignedly love 
HIM? Study to pleaſe HIM? And make it the reign- 
ing Endeavour of your Lite to glorify HIM ? 


Here, Theron returned, and the young Student with. 

drew; after receiving ſome affectionate and encouraging 
Compliments from Aſpaſio. Who was going to enlarge 
upon the excellent Taſte of his Friend; the inſtructive 
Style of his Pictures; the good Senſe and great Profi- 
ciency of his Son. But Theron, far from coveting 
Praiſe ; and fully fatisfied with the Conſciouſneſs, of 
acting the becoming Part, prevented his Diſcourſe, by 
ſtepping to a Pair of Glaſs Folding-doors. Which, 
thrown open, admitted them into the Study. _ 
A Chimney-piece of grey Marble, with plain but 
grand Mouldings, formed a very handſome Appearance, 
In various little Niches, were fixed elegant Buſts; 
and on tne ſeveral Interſtices, hung beautiful Prints ; 
repreſenting many of thoſe eminently learned Men, who 
were the Ornaments and Bleſſings, both of antient and 
modern Times, The Shelves, all around, were accom- 
modated, not incumbered, with Books. Aſpaſio, run- 
ning over the lettered Backs, obſerved a Collection of 
the moſt valuable Authors, in Hiſtory and Natural Phi- 
loſophy, in Poetry and Divinity. | 

You will eaſily perceive, ſaid heron, that I am ſome- 
what ſingular 1n Exrnilbing my Study, as well as in or- 
namenting the Avenue, My Books are not for Shew, 
but Uſe; and claim a Regard, rather on Account of 
their Worth, than their Number. An immenſe Mul- 
titude of Volumes, I have always thought, is more 


likely 
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likely to embarraſs the Atrention, than to improve the 


Underſtanding. A huge Library ſeems to reſemble a 


perplexing Labyrinth ; and often bewilders the Mind in 
its Purſuits, inſtead of leading it expeditiouſly to the 
Acquiſition of Truth. 

When People are eager to peruſe a Multiplicity of 
Writings, it frequently happens, that in reading all, they 
digeſt none“. They taſte ſome empty and tranſient 
Amuſement, but collect no ſolid or laſting Advantage. 
Their Minds are ſomewhat like thoſe capacious Look- 
mg-glaſſes, which We have ſeen expoſed in the moſt 
frequented and populous Streets of London. They re- 
ceive all Manner of ſhadowy Images, but no ſubſtantial 
Impreſſion. A thouſand Figures paſs through them, not 
one abides in them. | 

Our Books, replied Aſpaſio, as well as our Friends, 
ſhould rather be /e/e#, than numerous. For my Part, I 
would defire no more than two or three of the moſt cor- 
rect and maſterly Writers in any Science. Theſe, a 
Perſon of moderate Capacity may be able to compre- 
hend; and not comprehend only, but enrich his Memory 
with the choiceft Sentiments, and make the Subſtance 
of their Works his own. — He will, by Repetition and 
familiar Converſe, enter into their Spirit, and acquire 
their Manner. While a Rambler in reading, does little 
more than gratify his Fancy, without refining his Taſte, 
or amending his Heart. 

Upon this Apaſio turned Himſelf; and eſpied, in one 
Corner of the Apartment, the celeſtial and terreſtrial 
Globes ; in another, a large reflecting Teleſcope ; and on 
the Top of a Buroe, one or two of the beſt Micreſcopes. 


* The Author of Nighrt-Thoughts has touched this Subject, with 
great Judgment, and equal Sprightlineſs, 

Voraciaus Learning, often overfed, 
Digeſts not into Senſe the motley Meal. 
This Forager on Others Wiſdom, leaves 
Her native Farm, her Reaſon quite untill*d, 
With mixt Manure Shi ſurfeits the rank Soil, 
Dung'd but not drs d; and rich to Beggary, 


Theſe 
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Theſe Inſtruments, reſumed Theron, have opened an 
inexhauſtible Fund of the fineſt Entertainments*. They 
have furniſhed Us with new Eyes; and brought up, I 
will venture to ſay, a new World into our View. They 
give Us a Sight of Wonders, which may ſeem incredi- 
ble to the incurious Vulgar; and which were utterly 
unknown to the moſt inquiſitive Sages of Antiquity, 
They charm the Eye with a Diſplay of Beauties, of 
inimitable Beauties, even where nothing worthy of No- 
tice was expected. They throw the Mind into a pleaſing 
Tranſport of Admiration ; and from the meaneſt, loweſt 
Objects, raiſe the moſt amiable and exalted Ideas of the 
All- glorious CREATOR. 

I have often regretted, that ſuch rational and manly 
Gratifications ſhould be almoſt univerſally ſupplanted, 
by the fantaſtical and childiſh Amuſements in Vogue, 
Why ſhould not the Contemplation of Nature's ſurpriſ- 
ing Novelties, be as acceptable an Entertainment, as the 
ſtale Diverſion at 2a9rille; be as refined an Employ for 
a leiſure Hour, as to count the Spots on a Pack of 
Cards ?—The Ladies, I am very ſure, might find 
brighter Colours, and more delicate Ornaments, in the 
Robes and Head-dreſs of a common FH; than ever 
they found amidſt the Trinkets of a Toy-fbop. And was 


Gentlemen of Taſte and Seriouſneſs cannot, I think, have a no. 
bler Piece of Furniture for their Studies, than the Microſcope and the 
Teleſcope, the Orrery and the Air-pump, This Apparatus would afford 
them a moſt delightful and improving Amuſement in a ſolitary Hour, 
It would alſo give them an Opportunity of entertaining their Com- 
pany, in a truly elegant and very inſtructive Manner. It would open 
a fine and ample Field, for diſplaying the Glories of GOD the CREA- 
TOR, and of GOD the REDEEMER.—As the Diſcoveries made 
by theſe Inſtruments, are ſo /arpriſing in themſelves, and zeww to the 
Generality of Mankind, every edifying Hint deduced from uch Ob- 
ſervations, would come with a peculiar Recommendation. —'This, I 
am ſure, would be a Method of reducing to Practice, what the polite 
Hiſtorian has recorded of the politer Scipio; Elegantiſſimo Intervalla 
Negotiorum Otis diſpunxit. V £11. PaTERC.—And, I believe, it might 
be a happy Means of turning the Soul, to bear a Part in that immor- 
tal Hymn, Worthy art thou, O LORD, to receive Glory, and Honour, 
and Power ; for Thou haſt created all Things; and for thy Pleaſure they 
now exit, and were at firſt created, Rev. iv. 11. 
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the fair Circle of Females once acquainted with the ra- 
diant Varniſh and rich Studs, which enamel the Cover 
of a Beetle's Wing ; Iam apt to think, they would view 
with leſs Rapture, with more Indifference, perhaps, with 
a becoming Diſdain, all the petty Fancies of a Beau's 
Wardrobe, | 

A few Days ago, when the accompliſhed Manilia 
favoured Us with a Viſit, I ſhewed Her, through a 
magnifying Glaſs, the Sting of a Bee, the Scale of a 
Soal, the Wing of a Gnat, and ſome other beautiful Mi- 
nims of Nature ; together with the Powder, which ad- 
heres to our Finger, when we touch the Body of a Moth, 
—* Amazing! cried the young Lady. What elegant 
Figures ! What inchanting Finery !” 


n—n—nmnmnmnmnnn——Smalleft Lineaments exact, 
In all the Liveries deck'd of Summer's Pride, 
With Spots of Gold and Purple, Azure and Green *, 


« How perfect the Poliſh, and how high the Finiſh- 
te ing, of that little Weapon — This Piece of defenſive 
« Armour, how ſkilfully contrived, and how curiouſl 
* wrought! Here, riſing into little Ridges, like the 
e Boſſes of a Buckler ; fitted to repel Injuries. There, 
te ſcooped into little Cavities, deſigned, I ſuppoſe, to 
e diminiſh its Weight; that the Coat of Mail may not 
te jncumber, even while it defends, the puny Wearer. 
* —What I took to be a whitiſh deſpicable Rag, is the 
* neateſt Fan, I ever beheld, Mounted on Sticks f 1n- 
ce jmitably tapering and flender. Tinged with all the 
te ſoft and lovely Colours of the moſt gloſſy Mother of 
« Pearl. But, what aſtoniſhes me more than all, is the 
e View of that coloured Duſt ; which your Inſtrument 
e has turned into a Cluſter of Feathers. Every one 
* wrought off with a Regularity and a Delicacy, that 
te are beyond the Power of Deſcription. The fineſt 


* Mitrox, Book VII. 
+ Theſe Sticks, are the little Ribs, which fupport, at proper Inter- 
yals, the fine tranſparent Membrane of the Wing. 
« Stroke 
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« Stroke drawn by the /talian Pen, compared with the 

« extreme Minuteneſs of the Shaft, is broad and bulk 
te as an Admiral's Maſt. A Speck of Leaf-gold, could 
e jt be weighed againſt the exquiſite Attenuations of the 
« Vane *, would ſeem more ſubſtantial and ponderous 
cc than yonder Marble Slab. | 
How nice, even to a Prodigy, muſt be the Mecha- 
ce niſm of the animalcule Race! I ſee Globules, I ſee 
ce Tides of Blood, rolling through Mzanders inexpreſ- 
« ſibly finer, than the fineſt Hair. — Stranger ſtill ! I ſee 
te Sholes of active Creatures, expatiating in a ſingle 
c Drop of Water : taking their Paſtime amidſt ſuch 
« a ſcanty Canal, as unſtraitened and as much at large, 
« as Leviathan in the Abyſſes of the Ocean. A whole 
« Kingdom of theſe Creatures, though collected into a 
« Body, are quite undiſcernable by the naked Eye. 
« What then muſt be the Size of every Individual? Yet 
« jn every Individual. there is a complete Syſtem of 
« Limbs; each Limb muſt have Muſcles and Nerves ; 
« each Nerve muſt have Senſe and Strength; and all 
ce theſe are aſſembled, though not crouded, in a living 
« Atom.—To reflect upon the Texture of Veſſels, and 
« the Operation of Organs, ſo complex, ſo numerous, 
« yet ſo inconceivably minute; how it awakens Admi- 
* ration! Fills me with Reverence of the Almighty 
« MAKER! and yields a Pleaſure, infinitely ſuperior 
te to all the modiſh Amuſements of our Sex !—Your 
* Diſcoveries of Life in Miniature, have given me a 
| cc Diſgult 

* FYane is the feathery Part of a Quill, 


+ In a fingle Drop of Water, Dr. Hood is ſaid to have diſcovered, 
with his Micreſcope, eight Millions two hundred and eighty thouſand 
Animalenles — This is mentioned, becauſe it is the prevailing Philoſo. 
phy of the Age. Though I muſt confeſs, that Mr. Gautier ſeems to 


have gone a conſiderable Way, towards giving it another Turn. As 


He has proved, before a learned Aﬀembly at Paris. That the Yermi- 
culares of Lewwenhoek, and the living M:lculz of Mr. de Buffon, were 
only Balls of Air agitated by the fermenting of the Seed. If fo, it is 
not impoſſible, but Dr. He's Animalculs may be nothing more than 
Balls of Air, agitated by the Fermentation of the Pepper. 

Be this as it will, the young Lady's Remarks on the Wonders of Me- 
chani/m on che animalcule Creation, I believe, will never be controverted. 


« Piiguſt 
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« Diſguſt of, what is called, High Life, and its ſolemn 
« Fopperies. You have ſpoiled me, Theron, for a fa- 
« ſhionable Trifler. I ſhaft no longer reliſh the dull 
« Oeconomy of the Fan, or the poor Parade of the 
« Snuſt-box.” 

Aſp. Have You nothing to ſay of the Teleſcope ?—I 
believe, it muſt be my Province to celebrate this admi- 
rable Invention; and I wiſh I could do it, with Manilia's 
brilliant Imagination. —If the Microſcope leads Us down- 
ward, to the curious Secrets of the animalcule Creation ; 
the Teleſcope bears Us upward, to the grand Peculiarities 
of the ſtarry Regions. The Eye, conducted, by this 
wonderful Guide, viſits a Variety of majeſtic Orbs, 
which would otherwiſe be loſt in unmeaſurable Tracts 
of Ether. —This, far more ſurpriſing than the Diſcove- 
ries of Columbus; tras found out new Colonies of Worlds, 
in every Quarter of the nocturnal Skies. This has 
placed a glittering Creſcent, on the Brow of one “ of 
the Planets ; and has given others a moſt ſtately Train 
of Attendants F. 

Tell me, Theron; could you diſcern the full Choir of 
the Conſtellations, or diſtinguiſh the variegated Face of 
the Moon, without the Aid of your Teleſcopic Tube? 
Could You, with your unaſſiſted Eye, get a Sight of 
Tupiter's Satellites, or procure a Glimpſe of Saturn's 
Ring? Without that ſupplementary Aid to our Sight, 
they are quite imperceptible ; though the Satellites of the 
former, are incomparably more magnificent, than the 
Retinue of all the Monarchs in the World ; and com- 
pared with the Ring of the latter, all the Bridges on ten 
thouſand Rivers, are leſs than the Ferule of your Cane. 

As the Teleſcope to the Eye, ſo is Revelation to the 
Underſtanding. It diſcovers Truths, which excluſive 
of ſuch a Diſcovery, had been for ever hid from the 
molt ſagacious Minds. —'Tis ſtrange to the unlearned 
Obſerver, that- this ponderous Globe of Earth and Seas, 
thould wheel its rapid Circuit round the Sun. But the 


The Planet Tu. + The Satellites of Zupiter and Saturn. 
Teieſcope 


Teleſcope has rendered this Fact clear to a Demonſtra- 
tion.— Tis ſtrange likewiſe to our natural Apprehen- 
ſions, that We ſhould die in Adam, and be undone by 
dur firſt Parents Diſobedience. Nor leſs fo, that We 
ſhould be made alive in CHRIST, and derive out Re- 
covery from his imputed Righteouſneſs. Bur Revelation 
makes this Doctrine as certain, as it is comfortable, 

. Ther. Does Revelation make it certain? This is a 
Point not yet eſtabliſhed, but taken for granted. I ra- 
ther apprehend, that Revelation, in no Place maintains 
it, in many Places diſavows it. During your Abſence, 
Aſpaſio, T have ſpent ſome Time in ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, with a particular View to this Tenet, I can find 
no ſuch Expreſſion in the whole Bible, as the Imputation 
of CHRIST"s Righteouſneſs. If it was ſo leading an 
Article, as You repreſent; ſurely, it could not have been 
entirely forgotten by the inſpired Writers, nor utterly ex- 
cluded from their Body of Divinity. 

Aſp. The very identical Expreſſion may not occur, 
and yet the Doctrine be abundantly taught. I believe, 
You never met with the Word Reſurre#ion, in any Part 
of the Pentateuch ; nor ever read the Phraſe Satisfaction, 
in all the New Teſtament. Yet our LORD fully 
proved the Truth of the former, from the Writings of 
Mes; and You Yourſelf: have acknowledged the latter 
to be the unanimous Senſe of the Apoſtles and Evan- 

liſts. | 
E the Epiſtle to the Romans, We have expreſs and 
repeated Mention of a Righteouſneſs imputed. What 
or whoſe Righteouſneſs can be the Subject of this Aſſer- 
tion ?—Not the Righteouſneſs of Angels. They are 
a ſuperior Claſs of Beings, and have no ſuch intimate 
Connection with our Nature.—-Not the Righteouſneſs 
of eminent Saints. This is the exploded Error of Po- 
pery; and furniſhes the Romiſh Zealots with that Chi- 
mera of Arrogance and Folly, Works of Supereroga- 
tion. Not any Righteouſneſs of our own: for, it is 
poſitively declared, to be without Works * ; in which no 


* Rom, iv. 6, 
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Works of our own have any Concurrence, or the leaſt 
Share. What other Righteouſneſs then can be meant, 
but the Righteouſneſs of our great SUB STIT UTE, 
SURET T, and SAVIOUR? Who took our Na- 
ture; diſcharged our Debt; and is therefore ſtyled, 
FEHOYL AH our Righteouſneſs *. e 

Ther. This ſeems contrary to the whole Tenour of 
the ſacred Inſtruftions. What ſays the Prophet ? When 
the wicked Man turneth away from. his Wickeaneſs that He 
bath committed, and doets that which is lawful and right, 
He ſball ſave his Soul alive F.—Here, that greateſt of 
Bleſlings, the Salvation of the Soul, is aſcribed to a De- 
parture from Evil, and a Perſeverance in Good: to a real 
Alteration in a Man's own Temper and Conduct, not to 
any fanciful Application of ſome tranſmiſſive Righteouſ- 
neſs from Another, 

App. Let meafk my Theron; Is there no Wickedneſs, 
but Riot and Debauchery, Profaneneſs and Injuſtice? 
Unbelief, though it may paſs without Cenſure or Notice 
in a Syſtem of Morality, is, in the Volume of Revela- 
tion, declared a capital Crime. Our LORD, ſpeaking 
of the HOLY SPIRIT, mentions it as a ſignal Part 
of his Office, That He ſhall convince the World of Sin.— 
Of what Sin? Scandalous Violations of moral Recti- 
tude ? This were a needleſs Employ. The Light of 
Reaſon 1s ſufficient, to evince ſuch a Charge ; and the 
Court of Conſcience is erected, to paſs the deſerved 
Sentence. —-Of Sin, adds the. heavenly TEACHER, 
becauſe they believe not on me : on my Death, as the 
Cauſe of their Forgiveneſs ; on my Righteouſneſs, as 
the Ground of their Acceptance ; on my SPIRIT, as 
the powerful Principle of their Holineſs, 

Unbelief treats GOD as a Liar &; becauſe it rejects 
the Teſtimony, which he has bore concerning his be- 
loved SON.—Unbelief tramples on the Blood of 
CHRIST, and is a moſt contemptuous Affront to all 
his ſaving Offices. Unbelief would counteract the Ope- 


* Jer, xxiii. 6. + Ezek. xvili. 27. 1 John xvi. 9. 1 John v. 10. 
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Tations of the HOLY GHOST; whoſe peculiar 
Work it is, to teſtify of CHRIST, and make manifeſt 
his Righteouſneſs. —To ſay all in a Word; Unbelief is 
that great, that comprebenſive Sin, which ſcornfully re- 
jects, or impiouſly renounces, the moſt glorious Method 
of Salvation, which Omniſcience itſelf could deviſe *. 
The wicked Man, therefore, never turns from his 
Wickedneſs; till He turns, by a true Faith to FESUS 
CHRIST. Till then, He is a Rebel againſt the Go/- 
pel, however He may pay ſome ſpecious and partial 
Regard to the Law. So flagrant a Rebel, that he ſtands 
particularly excepted, even in the Act of Evangelical 


Indemnity. For, as He that believeth on the & O N, hath 


everlaſting Life ; 1o, He that believeth not, is condemned 
already, and the Wrath of GOD abideth on bim f. 

Ther. What are the P/almi/?'s Sentiments on this Sub- 
jet ? Does not He repreſent the Matter in a very dif- 
ferent Light? Thou, LORD, art merciful; for Thou re- 
wardeſt every Man according to his, not Another's, 
 WarksF. ; 

Aſp. Weighty Saying ! May it impreſs our very 
Hearts 6 OD is merciful, and therefore rewardeth. 
From whence it appears, that what We call a Reward, 
is really an Act of Mercy, rather than of Juſtice, The 


* Bergelins makes no Scruple to affirm, Pejus oft nan credere Evan- 
gelio, quam Sodomitas imitari, That is; Not to believe the Goſpel, 
not to receive the glad Tidings of Grace in C HRIST, is more pro- 
voking, and will prove more deſtructive, than the Sin of Sodom, This 
He grounds, not on the Reaſons aſſigned by Aſpaſſo, but on that which 
includes them all, and ſurpaſſes them all, even our LORD's own 
Declaration. Matt. x. 15. | 

+ John ili. 18, 36. The Words are exceedingly emphatical, and 
no leſs awful. Not barely He all come into Condemnation, but He 
(that belie veth not) is condemned already. Though ever ſo civilized 
or refined in his outward Converſation. He lies under a Sentence of 
Death, and is the Object of divine Wrath.—Which not only will 

vit Him, but abideth on Him. So that, where-ever He may be, 


whatever He may do, the Diſpleaſure of the tremendous ] EH OVAH 


hangs over him, like a moſt dreadful Sword, Which, if He dies in 

ſuch a Condition, will inevitably fall upon him, and cut him in Picces 

eternally. | | 
} Pſalm Ixii. 12, 
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IVages of Sin is Death; but the Gift {ſays the Apoſtle, 
altering his Style, and making a very obſervable Diſ- 
tinction) the Gift of GOD is eternal Life *. 

The inſpired Writer ſubjoins, not for, but according 
11+, every Man's Works. A Man's Works are the 
Meaſure, not the meritorious Cauſe. To merit, is the 
ſole Prerogative of the SAVIOUR's Blood and Obe- 
dience. To theſe it is owing, that our imperfect Ser- 
vices are honoured with any Acceptance ; much more 
that they are recompenſed with any Reward. —Though, 
ater a Sinner is juſtified, his own Deeds find Favour-in 
the Sight of the LORD : yet in the Juſtification of 
Sinners, GOD has no Reſpect to any human Per- 
formances, . He has no Reſpect to one Man as better 
than another, but to the Righteouſneſs of his bleſſed 
SON alone. . | 

Ther. Does not this Expoſition of yours, claſh with 
that truly generous Acknowledgement of St. Peter ? In 
every Nation, He that feareth GOD, and worketh Righte- 
ouſneſs, is accepted with Him 4. Here, it is undeniably 
evident, that Acceptance with our CREATOR, 1s 
founded on a Man's own Piety, and perſonal Integrity ; 
upon his. fearing GOD, and working Righteouſneſs. 

Aſp. Rightly to underſtand this Text, We ſhould en- 
quire into the Circumſtances of the Hiſtory.— The 
Apoſtle had been ſtrongly. and moſt unreaſonably pre- 
judiced in favour of the Fews ; imagining, that the Sal- 
vation of CHRIST, like the Diſpenſation of Moſes, 
muſt be confined to his Countrymen.—But now, having 
conſidered the Purport of his late heavenly Viſion; 
having compared it with the angelic Meſſage, delivered 
to Cornelius ; and being made acquainted with the Cha- 
ratter of that valuable Man; He breaks out into this 


* Rom. vi. 23. 


wp, not mwyn dy. So the Apoſtle ſpeaks. Every Man 
wall receive his own Reward, xala, not dia Tor 1dior R% 1 Cor. 
iu. 8. . 


+ Acts x. 35. 
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truly catholic Declaration, —** My Prejudices are va- 
ce niſned. My Sentiments are enlarged. From the 
ec Inſtance before me, it is demonſtrably certain; that the 
© HOLY ONE of ael, does no longer appropriate 
cc the Bleſſings of his Covenant, to any particular Per. 
« fon, Family, or People. But, in every Nation, He 
ce that feareth GOD; and, from a Principle of Reli 
« gion in the Heart, worke:h Righteouſneſs in the Life, 
© is accepted with Him. So accepted, as to be an Ob. 
ce ject of the Divine Favour, and an Inheritor of the 
© Kingdom of Heaven.” 

This, I think, is the exact Meaning of the Place, 
And let it be recollected, that no One truly fears, or 
can poſlibly pleaſe GOD, without Faith“. That no 
Prayers can be ſet forth as the Incenſe ; no Alms can go 
up as a Memorial before GOD ; nor any Sacrifices be 
acceptable in his Sight, but only through FESUS 
CHRIST. For which Reaſon, it ſeems neceſſary to 
ſuppoſe, that Cornelius, though a Heathen by Birth, had 
believed through Grace.—Nay ; it is evident from the 
Context, that he had heard of CHRIST; had ſome 
Acquaintance with the Deſign of his Coming, and the 
Execution of his Office ; enough to be the Ground 
of a real, though perhaps an infantile Faith. The Bul- 
neſs of the Apoſtle was, to lead this Convert into the 
clear Light, and full Privileges of the Goſpel ; to ratify 
and confirm his Title to them, by the ſacred Sea! ot 
| Baptiſm ; and introduce Him, as the Firft-fraits of the 

Gentiles, into the Chriſtian Church. 
Nothing therefore can be concluded from this Pal- 
ſage, but that the glad Tidings of Chriſtianity are for 
Jews, for Gentiles, for all People—that, by Faith, even 
the Gentiles obtain a good Report, and are enabled to 


: * Heb. xi. 6, 

++ See Jer. 36, 37. Indeed it could hardly be otherwiſe; fince 
Cornelius was ſtationed at Cz/arca; the Refidence of the Lord Li ut. 
nan; and Seat of the Civil, as Jeruſalem was of the Ecelefraſtical Go- 
vernment. In a Place of ſuch general Reſort, ſo very remarkable an 
Event could not be unknown. Efpecially, as Philip the Evangelik 

had fixed his Abode in that City, See As viii. 40. 
bring 
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briog forth the Fruits of Righteouſneſs—and Faith, 
though weak, yet if ſincerely improved, will certainly 
be increaſed; will go from Strength to Strength,” 


Ther. Does not our SAVIOUR, in deſcribing the 
* WH Procefs, and foretelling the Iſſue of the laſt deciſive 
Tryal, aſſign a Kingdom to the Righteous? Aſſign it 
in this preciſe View, as a proper Remuneration of their 
own good Works; ſaying, in the moſt expreſs Terms; 
1 Come, ye Bleſſed of My FATHER, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for You, from the Foundation of the World: rok, 
8 9 Was an bungred, and ye gave me Meat; rok, Sc. FOR, 
C. 0 


Aſp. Be pleaſed to take notice of the Expreſſion. 


” WI They are bidden to inherit : and what is freer than an 
70 Inheritance? Was your Patrimony the Reward of your 

own Services? Obſerve alſo the Reaſon alledged, and 
4 compare it with the Rule of Judicature. He that be- 
he lieveth, ſaith the ſupreme J UD GE, ſhall be ſaved. This 


is the avowed, the invariable Standard, by which He 
he proceeds, in adminiſtering everlaſting * Ac- 
; oorchngly, He confers eternal Life on the Righteous, as 
2 Perſons intitled to this great Felicity, on the Foot of his 
de en gracious Appointment. : 
ih For denotes, not the Foundation, but the Evidence, of 
"WH their Right. © I acquit ſuch a Perſon,” ſays the Arbi- 
the WW ator in a judicial Claim; © for the Witneſſes depoſe, 
A that the Debt is paid.” The Depofition, which an- 
oa, ſwers to theſe righteous Acts, is the Proof; Payment of 
wo the Debt, which correſponds with CHRIST's perfect 
; Obedience, is the Cauſe f of the Diſcharge. —For Ye 
5s bave given; Ye have abounded in all Inftances of Duty 
to ME, and Love to your Brethren ; and thereby have 
manifeſted Yourſelves true Believers, 


Matt. xxv. 30. | 

+ The Spring is come, ſays the Countryman; for the Orchard 

blooms, and the Black- bird ſings. The Blooming of the Trees, and 

the Melody of the Birds, were never ſuppoſed to create, only to cha- 

mferize, the delightful Seaſon; They are, not its Cauſe, but the 
Proof of its taking place. 

Q.2 Ir 
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It may be further obſerved, That our LORD ſays 


not, Ye have done it to your Fellow-creatures, but 7 
theſe my Brethren*. He commerds not every random 
Act of Good-nature or Generoſity, but ſuch Kinds of 
Beneficence only, as carry the Chriftian Stamp; were 
exerciſed to a Diſciple, © in the Name of a Diſciple.” 
And theſe moſt evidently ſpring from Faith; zheſe unde- 
niably atteſt its Sincerity. 

; They. Are not theſe Diſtinctions more /u#tle, than 
old ? 

. Aſp. To me they appear in no ſuch Light. If You 
think otherwiſe, let Us appeal to thoſe excellent Perſons 
themſelves. The Turn, the very remarkable Turn of 
their Sentiments, will fully decide our Queſtion. —Do 
they lay any Streſs upon their own religious Duties, and 
beneficent Deeds? Far from relying on them, farther 
ſtill from pleading them, they beſtow not a ſingle Thought 
upon them. Having fixed their Hopes on the ROCK 
of Ages, they forget theſe tranſient Bubbles F. Nay, 
they wonder 'to hear their exalted MASTER, making 
any honourable Mention of ſuch defective Services. 

O! that We may be enabled, through the whole 
Courſe of our Lives, to follow the Example of their 
Piety; and, when We appear before the tremendous 
Tribunal, to imitate their Humility and Wiſdom } Their 
Humility ; 1n renouncing themſelves, and diſclaiming all 
Deſert of their own. Their Wiſdom; in repoſing their 
whole Confidence, on the Righteouſneſs of their GOD 
and SAVIOUR. 

Ther. Our LORD makes no Mention of this Doc- 
trine, in his Sermon on the Mount. Whereas, if it had 
been ſo very material, He would at leaſt have touched 


® Cate, r. 40. | 

+ Bubbles they are, compared with the all-glorious Obedience of 

CHRIST; or conſidered in reference to the grand Affair of Juitit- 

cation before GO D. But as Bubbles, or watery Veſicles inflated with 

Air, are the Means of exhibiting the beautiful Colours of the Kan- 

bow ; ſo theſe Services, though poor and imperfect, bear 1:/timony t 
the Exiſtence of that precious Grace—Fath. | 
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upon it, in that comprehenſive Summary of true Reli- 


ion. | 
. Aſp. Our LORD ſays not a Word, concerning the 
Sacrifice of his Death. Neither is there a Syllable, re- 
lating to his Interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors. But are 
theſe Articles of our Faith to be deemed fictitious or 
ſuperfluous ? Becauſe, they are not expreſly inculcated, 
in that admirable Treatiſe of practical Divinity. 

However, upon a more attentive Examination, per- 
haps, We ſhall find the Point more ſtrongly implied, 
though not diſtinctly /pecified; its Neceſſity demonſtrated, 
though irs Nature be not explained. The illuſtrious 
TEACHER opened his Mouth, and with a peculiar 
Solemnity ſaid ; Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit. But Who 
are they ? Not the Perſons, who ſoothe themſelves with 
the flattering Conceit of the Laodicean Church; I am 
rich in Obedience, and increaſed in ſpiritual Goods +, 
Thoſe rather, who ſee their Indigence ; bewail their 
Guilt; and hunger and thirſt after the juſtifying Merit 
ofa REDEEMER. Who, from the very Bottom of 
an humbled Heart, confeſs; „ LORD, I am no more 
« able to keep every Jot and Tittle of thy holy Law, 
« than I am capable of atoning for my innumerable 
« Sins. CHRIST muſt be my Righteouſneſs, as well 
« as my Propitiation, or elſe I am irrecoverably un- 
« done.“ 

The inimitable PREACHER farther informs his 
Hearers ; That, unleſs their Righteouſneſs exceeds the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhall in no wiſe 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven F.—How muſt Chriſ- 
tians exceed the Phariſces? Not only in being incere; 
in having Re ſpect unto 4 GOD's Commandments; 
but alſo. in poſſeſſing a complete Righteouſneſs. He 
ſpeaks of that Righteouſneſs, by which Men enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. He ſpeaks of ſuch a Righ- 
teouſneſs, as is deſcribed in the following Parts of the 
Sermon, and exactly correſponds with the Demands of 


* Matt, v. 3. + Rev. iii. 17. 1 Matt. v. 20. 
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the Law. He ſpeaks of ſuch a Righteouſneſs, as admits 
of no Failure, but ariſes to the very Summit of Perfec- 
tion. And where, where will You ind this Righteouſ. 
neſs, unleſs You have Recourſe to the conſummate Obe- 
dience of the great MEDIATOR? .. | 
- Ther. The ORACLE of Heaven, You know, was 
once conſulted upon that moſt momentous of all Queſ. 
tions; How a Perſon may aſcertain his Title to Life 
and Immortality? And what is the Tenour of the ſacred 
Reſcript? We are referred to the Ten Command. 
ments; and, in the moſt explicit Terms, with the moſt 
peremptory Air, told; This no, and thou ſhalt live“. 
Aſp. That particular Perſon, if You pleaſe, was refer. 

red to the Ten Commandments ; not Ye, and Mankind 
in general.—Our LORD, in the preceding Verſes, had 
informed his Diſciples; that they muſt receive the King- 
dom of GOD, or the Grace of the Goſpel, and the Blef- 
fings it propoſes, as à little Child. And this can hardly 
ſignify, as the Reſult or Conſequence of their own 
Doings. ; 

Ther, © That particular Perſon referred! Not We 
te and Mankind in general!“ don't underſtand your 
Meaning, Aſpaſio. | 

Aſp. You will obſerve then, that our LORD's Reply 

was not an univerfal Direction, but an Anfwer ad Homi- 
nem; peculiarly adapted F to the young Gentleman's 
Application. Which, however it may be admired, was 
none of the wiſeſt, —Inſtead of aſking, How ſhall a 
F© poor guilty Mortal, who is every Day offending, ob- 


* Matt. xix, 17. Luke x. 28. 

+ It is delightful to obſerve the wouromiaE- Copin, the curious Ja. 
niety, yet the canſummate Propriety, of our LORD's Conduct; liow 
exactly this divine Caſuiſt ſuits his Counſel; to the different States, 
and various Characters of Mankind.— The Secure and Preſumptuous 
He ſends to the Laau, that they may be humbled, To the Afflicted 
and' Contrite He preaches the Goel, that they may be comforted. — 
When the Phurijee, full of Self-conceit, ſtands up and ſays, What ſhall 
as? The Anſwer is, Do all that is commanded. hen the finful 
Woman falls at the REDEEME R's Feet, and ſpeaks in Tears the 
Gullt of her Life ; Thy Sins are forgiven, is the gracious Reply. 
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« tain Forgiveneſs from the righteous GOD ?” Inſtead 
of ſaying, © How ſhall I, who am not able to think a 
« good Fhought, make ſure my Title to an eternal 
« Weight of Glory?” Our Querift demands; What 
god Thing hall I po, that I may inherit eternal Life? 
he Reply proceeds upon the Enquirer's own Princt- 
ples —* F You expect Life and Immortality, upon 
« ſuch legal Terms; know, that your Obedience muſt 
« be nothing leſs, than a perfect Conformity to the di- 
« vine Law. Perform all its Precepts, in their utmoſt 
« Extent, and with an unremitted Perſeverance, then“ 
But alas! ſuch Perfection is too high for fallen Crea- 
tures; they cannot attain unto it. Neceſſarily, there- 
fore, muſt they drop all ſuch Pretenſions, and have Re- 
courſe to ſome other Method of Juſtification. | 
Ther. Why did that © Wonderful COUNSELLOR,” 
if ſuch was the Purport of his Anſwer, expreſs Himſelf 
ſo obſcurely? Why did He not divert his promiſing 
Scholar from this fruitleſs Attempt ; and put Hint in 
the right, the practicable Way of obtaining Salvation ? 
Aſp. This He did, with the fineſt Addreſs, and in the 
moſt ſkilful Manner. Had our LORD affirmed, 
« You are worldly ; You are covetous; your Riches 
« are your GOD:” ſuch a Charge would, in all Pro- 
bability, have been as confidently denied, as it was plainly 
urged. Therefore He brings this ſpecious Hypocrite to 
4 Teft *, which could not be evaded, and which was ſure 
to diſcover the Truth. A Teſt, which laid open the 
palpable and enormous Defects of his ſo much boaſted 
Obedience. Which made it appear, that, inſtead of 
keeping all the Commandments, this vain Self-juſticiary 
had not obeyed the very fr/#. Bur, amidſt all his tower- 


* Matt. xix. 21. / Thou wilt be perfect, ſell all that Thou haſt, and 
give to the Poor, This Direction ſeems to be much of the ſame Nature, 
with that other Part of our LOR D's Reply, If Thou quilt enter into 
Life, keep the Commandments, Both were perſonal ; both occaſional ; 
both were adapted to particular Circumſtances. The latter is no more 
the ſtated evangelical Way to Heaven, than the former is the common 


indiſpenſable Duty of all Chriſtians. 


24 ing 
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ing Imaginations of Himſelf, had been, and at that very 
Inſtant was, a ſordid groveling Idolater: who preferred 
his tranſitory Poſſeſſions on Earth, to an everlaſting In- 
heritance in the Kingdom of Heaven.—Could any Ex- 
pedient be more ſuitable to the Caſe ? Or better calcu. 
lated to reduce Him, intoxicated as He was with Pride, 
to a ſober humble Mind? To beat Him off from his 
falſe Foundation, the Righteouſneſs which is of the Lau; 
and lead Him to a Reliance on the promiſed, the ex- 
pected, the preſent MESSIAH ? 

It puts me in mind of my Friend Sagacio's Conduct. 
Which ſeems to have ſome Conformity with our LORD's 
Procedure ; and may, poſſibly, tend to illuſtrate its Pro- 
priety, —Viſiting one of his unlearned Neighbours, He 
found Him in Company with a certain talkative Stran- 
ger; who was haranguing, at an extravagant Rate, on 
the Wonders of Aſtronomy.—Sagacio ſoon perceived, 
that the chief Furniture of this extraordinary Adept, lay 
in 2 little Acquaintance with the technical Terms, and 
ſomewhat more than a little Share of Aſſurance. How 
ſhould He bring the ſelf-plumed Scioliſt to a little Mo- 
deſty of Sentiment, and Decorum of Converſation ? He 
took leave to aſk, © What the Word Aſtronomy might 
ce ſignify? The Orator was ſtruck dumb in a Moment, 
He had never informed Himſelf, it ſeems, that Aſtro- 
nomy related to the Order and Regulation of the Stars, 
This ſingle Queſtion taught our minute Philoſopher, 
more effectually than twenty Lectures on the Subject, 
It caught Him his wn Ignorance ; and that He had the 
very Rudiments of his ſo much admired Science ſtill to 
learn, 


Ther. What will You fay to thoſe famous Paſſages in 
the Epiſtle of St. James? By Works a Man is juſtified. 
Was not Abraham our Father juſtified by Works *? Can 
any Words be plainer in their Meaning ? Or, can any 
Meaning be more directly oppoſite to the whole Scope 
of your Argumentation? 


* Jam. ii. 21, 24. 


AP. 
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Ap. This I would ſay, Theron.—The Paſſages You 
quote, when detached from the Context, may ſeem in- 
conſiſtent with the Declarations of another Apoſtle. As 
a Limb, when wrenched from its natural Situation, ap- 

ars with an Air of Diſproportion, Whereas, reduce 
the diſlocated Part, and it will recover the Symmetry of 
its Shape; it will harmonize exactly with the animal 
Syſtem. Replace likewiſe theſe Aſſertions; conſider 


them in Connection with the whole Paragraph; and they 


will be found, if not Uniſons, yet perfect Concords, with 
the Strain of St. Paul's Teaching. 

What is the Drift and Aim of St James ? To diſtin- 
guiſh a genuine from an inſincere Faith. Obſerve, how 
He ſtates the Caſe. It is not, Though a Man have 
Faith; but Though a Man ſay, He hath Faith *, This 
1s mentioned, as the Boaſt of ſome hypocritical Profeſ- 
ſor. So that the Apoſtle is evidently dealing with a 
Pretender to the precious Gift. Accordingly he demands, 
with great Propriety and Spirit; Shew me thy Faith. 
Prove the Reality of thy Claim. Prove it to me, and 
to the Church; to thy Fellow-creatures, and Fellow- 
chriſtians, What Thou calleſt thy Faith, if it be not 
productive of righteous Diſpoſitions and godly Works, 
We muſt pronounce ſpurious, worthleſs, dead. 

Having detected the Counterfeit, He proceeds to de- 
ſeribe the Sterling. The grand Characteriſtic of which 
is, A Frame of Mind and a Courſe of Action, corre- 
ſponding with the Doctrine believed. By this Touch- 
ſtone the Faith of our renowned Progenitor was tried; 
and being tried, was © found unto Praiſe, and Honour, 
* and Glory.” Vas not Abraham our Father juſtified 
by Works, when He had offered Iſaac his Son upon the Altar? 
—Juſtified ! How? As to Acceptance with the Supreme 
JUDGE ? No: this was effected long before Jaac was 
offered, was born, or conceived in the Womb. But 
when the believing and juſtified Patriarch, exerciſed that 
Heroic Act of Self-denial, Reſignation, and Obedience; 


* Jam. ii. 14. 
then 
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then He demonſtrated Himſelf, to be a teal unfeigned 


Believer ; then his Juſtification was evidenced, to all his 
Cotemporaties, and to all Generations. By this, and 
ſuch other Works, his Faith was made perfef? * ; an- 
ſwered its proper End; appeared to be of the true, the 
triumphant, the ſcriptural Kind; ſince it overcame the 
World, overcame Self, and regarded GOD as All in All, 

Upon the Whole; St. Paul ſpeaks concerning the 
Juſtification of our Perſons; St. James concerning the 
Juſtification of our Faith f. St. Paul deſcribes the 
Manner of being juſtified, before the all- ſeeing GOD; 
St. James points out the Proof I of a juſtified State, as it 
is viſible to Men; Seeft Thou. The former proceeds 
from the immaculate Righteouſneſs of CHRIS I, placed 
to our Account; the latter conſiſts in the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, adorning our Life. —Rightly underſtood, 
therefore, theſe Paſſages are not in the leaſt contra- 
diftory to the Epiſtles of St. Paul, or to the Scope of 
my Argumentation. But are a ſeaſonable Caveat and a 
proper Preſervative, againſt miſunderſtanding ?hoſe, or 
perverting ibis. 


* ET In this Senſe, I ſuppoſe, We are to underſtand St. 
John's Aphoriſm. He that doeth Righteouſneſs, is righteous ; is un. 
doubtedly juſtified ; is righteous before GOD, the Searcher of Hearts, 
This his holy Life demonſtrates, that He has indeed believed unn 
Righteouſneſs. It juſtifies his Profeſſion of Faith, both from the Charge, 
and from the Suſpicion of Inſincerity. 1 John iii. 7. 
+ That the Expreſſion uſed by St. James, ſignifies this declarative 
- Juſtification, is plain from 1 Tim. iii. 16. Where the Apoſtle, ſpeaking 

of our LORD FESUS CHRIST, ſays; ednauwtn, He was ſuftifed 
in or by the SPIRIT: that is, He was declared to be the true SON 
of GOD; manififted on Earth, and recognized from Heaven, as the 
undoubted SAVIOUR of the World, 

A very little Reflection, I ſhould imagine, muſt convince every 
unprejudiced Reader; That St. James cannot poſlibly be ſtating the 
Method of Juftification, before the infinitely righteous GOD. Be- 
cauſe, He never. ſo much as mentions the Death of CHRIST—Wh 
made his Soul am Q ring for Sin-—to whom give all the Prophets eitneſs, 
that whoſoever believerh in Him, fhall receive Remiſſiam of Sins—and 
befides whom there is no other Name given under Heaven, whereby WV: 
can be ſaved, Could an Apoſtle fo ab/olutely forget his LORD; and 
in aCaſe, where every other inſpired Writer acknowledges Him; nay, 
acknowledges Him to be ALL in ALL? nt 
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Ther. 1 wiſh, you would read that conciſe but judi- 
cious Abridgment of true Religion, compriſed in the 
fifteenth Pſalm. The ſacred Penman, for his own and 
for the Information of all Mankind, aſks; LORD, 
who ſhall dwell in thy Tabernacle, or who ſhall reg upon 
thy holy Hill ? To this moſt intereſting Enquiry, the 
following Verſes are a full and ſatisfactory Anſwer. The 
whole of which turns upon the Diſcharge of moral Du- 
ties; walking uprightly, and working Righteouſneſs. With- 
out a Syllable, or a ſingle Hint, concerning the very ſu- 
perior Excellence of Faith, or the extreme Neceſſity of 
2 vicarious Obedience. | 

App. I have often read, and I well remember, that 
inſtructive Pſalm. And I beg leave to obſerve, once 
for all, with relation to ſuch Paſſages of the Old Teſta- 
ment; That they ſuppoſe the Perſons, whom they de- 
ſcribe, to be convinced of their natural Corruption ; to 
be humbled under a Senſe of their actual Guilt ; and to 
live in a conſcientious Obſervance of the expiatory Sacri- 
fices. All which had an invariable Reference oCHRIST, 
and derived their whole Virtue from his Mediation. 

Would any of the Jewiſh Saints, have dared to ad- 
vance a Plea for eternal Bleſſednefs, upon the Foot of 
their own Conformity to ſuch moral Directions? Ne- 
glecting at the ſame Time, the Sacrifices of the three 
great Feftivals, or a believing Improvement of the daily 
Oblation.— By no means. They were, and they would 
acknowledge themſelves, deplorably defective. They 
would plead the Promiſe of free Grace, and fly to the 
Blood, which GOD himſelf had appointed to make an 
Atonement for their Souls, —By ſuch Sentiments, and ſuch 
a Conduct, they reduced to Practice the very Eſſence 
of our Doctrine: diſavowing their own Deeds, however 
virtuous or religious; and truſting in the Strength of 
lſrael, the LORD our Righteouſneſs, Who alone ful- 
tilled all the Precepts, contained in this excellent For- 
mulary of Duty. Who was alſo the Subſtance of every 
purifying and of every propitiatory Rite. Whom, _ 

ore, 
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fore, thoſe holy People regarded as the only Cauſe of 
Juſtification and Salvation. | | 
Ther. Has not the ſacred Writer expreſsly ſaid, at the 
Cloſe of the Pſalm ? Whoſo porn theſe Things, ſhall 
never fall. 3 1 
Ap. He has: And this, I apprehend, is his Mean- 
ing.—< Perſons of ſuch a Temper, and ſuch a Prac- 
cc tice, bear the Marks of GOD's Children, and are 
« meet for his Glory. Accordingly, they ſhall never 
« fall, either into total Apoſtacy here, or final Con- 
« demnation hereafter. They are now Heirs, and in 
te due Time ſhall be Poſſeſſors of his eternal King- 
cc dom.” | | 
But you will take notice, that all theſe Duties and 
ualifications, only charaZerize, not conſtitute, the In- 
heritor of Heaven.—You will likewiſe advert to another 
very remarkable Circumſtance in the Deſcription ; He 
fetteth not by Flimſelf, but is lowly in bis own Eyes *. Or, 
as the more expreſſive Original ſpeaks, He is deſpicable 
and vile in his own Sight. So far from aſpiring to Selt- 
juſtification, that He even condemns and abhors Himſelf, 
He falls down, as a moſt unworthy Wretch, at the Foot 
ol infinitely free Grace. | | 
Ther. I cannot but think, it is the current Doctrine of 
Scripture, and I am ſure, it is one of the firſt Principles 
which the Light of Nature teaches That the moſt high 
GOD muſt neceſſarily love Righteouſneſs, and take 
pleaſure in the Righteous. 


* P/al. xv. 4. bn vn M22, I cannot ſay, that J admire the 
Bible Tranſlation of this Clauſe ; In avhoſe Eyes the wile Perſon is con- 
temptible, Methinks, it does not ſavour of the tender and benign Spi- 
rit of our Religion; which teaches Us to honour all Men; to deſpiſe 
no one's Perſon, but only to deteſt the Victeducſ of the Wicked, 

Should the Senſe I have oppoſed, have its Weight; the Senſe J 
have preferred, is incomparably weightier, If, to deſpiſe the Vile, is 
a religious Act; to think meanly of Ourſelves, is a much more ad- 

vance d, 2nd a far more difficult Inſtance of true Religion. This is 
to copy one of the higheſt Patterns of human Excellence; who, not- 
withſtanding his very ſuperior Attainments, accounted Himſelf l,. 

than the leaf? of all Saints; nay, the wery chi:jeft of Sinners, 
| Ap. 
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Aſp. If, what is called, the Light of Nature was to 
publiſh a Goſpel, I believe, it would be formed upon 
your Plan. It would beſtow Favour only on the Inno- 
cent, the Virtuous, and the Holy. —But the Goſpel of 
CHRIST runs in a very different Strain, This brings 
Pardon for the Condemned, and Bleſſings for the Ac- 
curſed. This is Health to the Sick, and Recovery to 
the Ruined. The LORD hath anointed me, faith its 
divine AUTHOR, to preach good Tidings ts the Meek: 
to the Poor, the Afflicted, the Miſerable. —He bath ſent 
me to bind up the Broken-hearted ; whoſe Miſery is fo 
great, that it ſeems to admit of no Relief; but is plung- 
ing them in Deſpair, and even breaking their Hearts— 
to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, the wretched Captives 
of Sin, and Death, and Hell—and the Opening of the Pri- 
ſon to them that are bound ; bound in the Chains of Igno- 
rance, Impotence, and Miſery *. | 

As I am myſelf a moſt unworthy Sinner, You muſt 
not be diſpleaſed, if I eſpouſe the Cauſe of ſuch un- 
happy Creatures. Yet, though a Friend of Sinners, I 


Jai. Ixi. 1. Upon this Paſſage of 7/aiah T would beg Leave to 
obſerve ; That the Word Meek ſeems not to anſwer or convey the Pro- 
phet's Idea. By the Meek, We are inclined to think of Perſons, en. 
dued with that placid and quiet Spirit; which is, in the Sight of 
GOD, of great Price. This might di/courage many People, who 
know themſelves to be deſtitute of ſuch a gracious Habit. This might 
lead Others to ſuſpect, that ſome amiable Diſpoſition is previouſly ne. 
ceſſary, in order to receive the Benefits of redeeming Grace, Which 
is a very miſtaken, and will prove a moſt forbidding Notion, 

The Original nn ſigniſies, in this Place, The Aflicted; not thoſe 
who are beautified with Meekneſs, but thoſe who are oppreſſed with 
Miſery ; ſpiritual Miſery eſpecially ; not excepting even thoſe who 
are Slaves to their own unruly Paſſions.— The Word , from which 
y is derived, expreſſes that bitter Bondage and grievous Oppreſ- 
hon, under which the //raelites groaned in Egypt. See Exed. iii. 7. 
Ihe whole Paragraph is a Deſcription of extreme Wretchedneſs. 
What can be more diſtreſſed than the Man, whoſe outward Circum- 
ſtances are impoveriſhed and ruined ; whoſe Spirit is broken under the 
Weight of his Calamities ; who is taken Captive by the Enemy, is 
thrown into a Dungeon, and loaded with [rozs ?— This is the Prophet's 
Repreſentation ; this is the Picture of unconverted Sinners; and to 
theſe, to tige CHRIST FESUS is a. Ranſom, a Deliverer, a 
Portion, 

am 


am no Enemy to the Righteous. I entirely agree with 
my Theron, that the moſt High G O D neceſſarily loves 
Righteouſneſs. Only I want to be informed, Mbere 
this excellent and lovely Quality is to be found? Not 
among the Gentiles. They have fwerved from the Dic- 
tates of natural Conſcience. Not among the Jeus. 
They have broke the holy Commandment delivered on 
Mount Sinai. Not among Chrifians. For, if GOD 
ſhould enter into Judgment with Us, We could not an- 
ſwer Him one of a Thouſand.— In the Kingdom of 
Ethiopia, or in the Country of the Moors, where will 
You find the native Whites? | | 

The SAVIOUR of the World, who overlooked 
nothing valuable, not ſo much as the Widow's Mite, 
ſaw none among the Race of Adam, that were entitled 

to the Character of Righteous, He who gave Himſelf 
a Ranſom for all, makes no Application to ſuch Per- 
ſons v. They lay quite beyond the Line of his Com- 
miſſion.— Why? Becauſe He had a Quarrel with real 
Godlineſs ? Becauſe He ſullenly di/efeemed perſonal 
Goodneſs ? Or was unable to diſtinguiſh the Excellency 
of inherent Virtue ?—No verily. But becaufe He knew, 
that, amiable as theſe Qualifications are, they have no 
Exiſtence in the human Heart; till the Sinner, recon- 
ciled by his Death, be ſanctified alſo by his S PIRIT. 

You remember, perhaps, that remarkable Anſwer, 
which the Spartans returned to a threatening Embaſſy, 
ſent by Philip the formidable King of Macedon, No- 
thing could be more conciſe ; and, I think, nothing was 
ever more ſpirited and ſignificant. 

Ther. Philip gave them to underſtand by his Ambat- 
ſadors; „ That, if He entered their Territories, He 
« would burn their Towns; put the Inhabitants to the 
« Sword; and ſpread Deſtruction where-ever He ad- 
ce yanced.” —To which inſolent and cruel Menace, the 
brave Lacedemonians made no other Reply, than—IF. 
Is this the Story, to which You refer ? 


Matt. ix. 13. J came nat to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, 
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Ap. The very ſame.—And when you are ſpeaking 
of human Righteouſneſs, as the Cauſe of our Accept- 
ance with the eternal GOD, I would borrow the Lan- 
guage of a Spartan. IF, ſhall be my Reply.—F, ſe- 
cluſive of the Obedience, and independent on the S PI- 
RIT of CHRIST, You can furniſh yourſelf with this 
Endowment: Or, if You can carry your Righteouſneſs 
to that Perfection, which may equal the Purity of the 
Law, and comport with the Majeſty of the LAW- 
GIVER: then truſt in it; let it be the Ground of your 
Confidence ; and ſeek no better Foundation. 

But whoever ſhall, in this Manner, ſeek for his Recom- 
mendation to the Favour of GOD; will act like the 
miſtaken Countryman in Horace. Who, being unable 
to ford the River, took up a Reſolution te wait, till the 
Stream was all run by : | 


d PRE TIN wh At ille 
Labitur, & labetur in omne volubilis Aioum *. 


Ther. Here, I fancy, We muſt take leave of your 
Countryman. If He adheres to his Reſolution, We 
ſhall find Him in the very ſame Situation, when Break- 


faſt is over ; and may reſume our Subject, juſt where it 
is diſcontinued. 


* Vain Man, d:fift : Such gattring Hopes forego : 
I: flows, and flut, and will for ever flew. 


DIA- 
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THERON; 


O me, who have ſpent the greateſt Part of the 
Winter in Town, theſe Scenes of the Country are 
ine xpreſſibly pleaſing. Take, who will, the gilded Sa- 

loon, and the ſilken Settee ; ſo long as I can ſhelter my- 
ſelf under the Canopy of ſuch a 33 Beech, and 
uſe one of its coarſe, miſ- ſhapen Roots for my Seat. 
Tis true, We fee no longer thoſe ſplendid Brocades, 
and elegant Toupees, which diſtinguiſh the Park and 
the Mall.—But We have, full in our View, a Multi- 
tude of honeſt Ruſtics ; purſuing their chearful Labours 
in yonder Meadow. Some, mowing the luxuriant Her- 
bage. Some, ſpreading it to the Sun, or raiſing it into 
regular Cocks. Others, loading their Waggons with 
the Hay, or clearing the Ground with their Rakes. 
The Ground, cleared of its ſoft Incumbrance, appears 
freſh and green, like another Spring. While the Ex- 
halations of the tedded Graſs, floating in the Air, give 
a rural Perfume to the Gale. —And which, my Aſpaſio, 
which are the moſt valuable Objects? The /ittle La- 
bourers of the Hive, that enrich themſelves and regale 
their Maſters ? or the gay Flutterers of the Garden, 
whoſe whole Life is nothing but Sport ; and their high- 
eſt Character is, to be inſignificantly pretty. 
Aſp. 1 underſtand you, Theron, and have the Satis- 
faction to agree with You.—In this Retirement, We 
hear none of the wanton and corrupting Airs of the 
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(era; no, nor the majeſtic and ennobling Melody of 
the Oratorio .- But We have a Band of Muſic, ſta- 
tioned in the Grove; and a Concert of native Harmo- 
ny, warbling from the Boughs. We are entertained 
with the Muſic, which charmed the human Ear, long 
before F Fubal found out his Inſtruments; and Thou- 
ſands of Years before Handel compoſed his Notes. — 
The Bulfinch, and a Multitude of little tuneful Throats, 
ſtrike the Key. The Thruſh below, and the Sky-lark re- 
ſponſive from above, diverſify and exalt the Strain. The 
Black-bird, ſomewhat like che ſolemn Organ, with Notes 
perfectly mellow, and gracefully ſonorous, crowns the 
Choir. While the Turtle's melancholy Voice, and the 
— Water's plaintive Tone, deepen and complete 
the univerſal Symphony. "2 

This Muſic conſtituted the firſt Song of Thankſgiv- 
ing, and formed the firſt vocal Praiſe, which the All- 
gracious CREATOR received, from his new-made 
World, This is neither the Parent of Effeminacy; nor 
a Pander for Vice; but refines the Affections, even while 
it amuſes the Imagination, 

Ther. Yes; all the Entertainments of Nature, are 
calculated to ſecure our Innocence, as well as to gratify 
our Fancy. And what is another very agreeable Cir- 
cumſtance, theſe Gratifications, which afford the ſub- 
limeſt Pleaſure, are exhibited gratis. While thoſe, 
which enervate the Mind, and debauch the Affections, 
muſt be dearly purchaſed. Every one cannot gain Ad- 
mittance into the Boxes or the Pit, when ſome cele- 
brated Tragedy is brought upon the Stage. But every 
one may behold the beauteous Exhibitions of Spring, 


* Majeftic and ennobling.— This, I think, is the true Character, 
and expreſſes the real 'Tendency, of the Oratsris, Nevertheleſs, it 
may not be' improper to obſerve ; tliat if We carry a trifling or irre- 
ligious Spirit to the Entertainment; if We attend to the muſical Airs, 
but diſregard thoſe ſacred Truths, which enter into the Compoſition 


ſuch a Behaviour will be little better than a Profanartion of holy Things. 


| fear, it will be one Species of tale GO D's adorable and glorious 
ame in Vain, 


+ Gen. iv. 21. 
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and the finiſhed Productions of Autumn. All may con- 
template the Machinery of Nature, and the Wonders 
of Creation. Thereby enjoying a far more exquiſite 
Amuſement, without any of the Guilt, or any of the 
Danger. 

The Inhabitants of yonder Villages, have never be- 
held the ſplendid Proceſſion, which ſolemnizes the Co- 
ronation of a Monarch; nor the gaudy [lluminations, 
which diſtingmſh the Anniverſary of his Birth. But 
they ſee, almoſt every Morning, a much nobler Spec- 
tacle diſplayed in the Eaſt. They ſee the great Ruler 
of the Day, or rather the Envoy from Day's eternal \ 
SOVEREIGN, making his Entry amidſt the Spaces 
of the Sky.— The Heavens are ſtrewed with Colours, 


which outvie the Pinks and Carnations. The Graf is - 
decked with Dew-drops, and every Plant is ſtrung, as 
it were, with Pearls. All around the Darkneſs retires, 
and ſweet refreſhing Gales ariſc.— At length the mag- b 
nificent Luminary appears. And what is all the often- 0 
tatious Pomp of Kings? What is all the Glitter of the p 
moſt brilliant Courts, compared with his tranſcendent 5 
Luſtre ?—This Spectacle we may behold, without Lois Wl p, 
of Time, or Prejudice to Health. Nay, We cannot p 
behold: it, without improving one, and redeeming the d. 
other. So beneficial are even the Pleaſures, which Na- L 
ture yields! So ferviceable the very Diverſions, to which y, 
ſhe invites! jul 
App. Thus gracious is the Almighty MAKER, in 
the Conftitution of material Things. The Subſtantial BW pr 
and the Valuable, are open to every One; are accel- 8 
fible by all. Only the Tinſel and the Trappings, are the 80 
Property of a Few; the poor Prerogative of Wealth. * 
No leſs gracious is GOD, in the Difpofal of /piritzo' WI nu 
Favours. Theſe, though infinitely more excellent, ye! Wl 
are equally free. We are invited to buy them, <vitbo x 


Money, and without Price . What do you give for the 
Benefits of the riſing Sun, or the Delights of this run 


* Hai, ly. 1. 
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Melody? The Caſe is much the ſame, with regard to 
the Righteouſneſs by which We are juſtified, and all the 
Bleſfings of Salvation. 


Ther. This brings to our Remetnbrance the Country- 
man, whom we left on the Banks of the River. And, 
for aught I can ſee, Theron and the Ruſtic are pretty 
much upon a footing. The firſt, as far from acceding 
to your Notions ; as the laſt, is from gaining his Point. 

Aſp. Have you any Objections, Theron, to theſe Gifts 


of Nature; becauſe, they are neither purchaſed by your 
nal Money, nor produced by your own Toil ? | 
ces Ther. But who can ever expect to obtain Pardon, and 
ans, Peace, and eternal Salvation, at ſo cheap a Rate? It 
s 1 WY {tems to be all Deluſion, Apa/io. | 
, 25 Aſp. So cheap! Then You would pay ſomewhat, 1 
res, perceive,” by way of Price. — But give me leave to afk ; 
g- What Price did you pay to GOD your MAKER 
(en. ſor faſhioning You in your Mother's Womb? What 
the Price have you paid to GOD your PRESERVER, 
dent for upholding You ever ſince You was born? Or what 
Lois Wi Price do You think of paying to GOD the ſupreme 
nn a PROPRIETOR, for the Ground, on which You 
the Wi tread; for the Air, in which You breathe; for the 
Na- Light, by which You ſee? Juſt the ſame Price muſt 
hich BY You advance to GOD your SAVIOUR, for all his 
WH juftifying Merits. 

*in Both theſe and thoſe proceed from the ſame BEN E- 
ntl WF FACTOR. They are all abſolutely neceſſary, either 
ccel- BY br the Welfare of the Body, or the Happineſs of the 
e the Soul. And they are all vouchſafed on the ſame Terms; 
3 or rather, in the ſame Way of Sovereign Bounty. For 
"I, 


thus faith the Prophet; His Going forth, in the Diſpen- 
ſation of the Goſpel, is prepared as the Morning. 
CHRIST, with all his precious Privileges, ſhall come 
wto Us as the Rain *.—As freely, as the Light ſhines, 
vr the Showers fall. However, if You are acquainted 
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with a different, or a better Way, be ſo good as to 


communicate your Knowledge. | 

Ther. Some, You may obſerve, expect Salvation, on 
Account of their ineffenſive Behaviour. They live peace- 
ably. They do no Harm to their Neighbours. They 
are guilty of no groſs Offence againſt GOD. And 
why ſhould they not hope to obtain his Favour ?—They 
apprehend, the Prophet Samuel eſtabliſhes their Hope, 
when He makes this ſolemn Appeal? Whoſe Afs | ave } 
taten? M boſe Ox have I taken ? Or whom have I defraud. 
ed * ?—Nay, they imagine, that our LORD himſelf has | 
authorized their Expectation, by giving this Character 
of Nathaniel ; An ¶ſraelite indeed, in whom is no Guile}, 
A Freedom from outward Injuſtice and inward Hy- 
pocriſy, is all the Qualification applauded in the one 
Caſe, avowed in the other. | 

Ap. This negative Goodnefs (if it deſerves to be 
called Goodneſs) was a Plea for the empty Pbariſer. 
But None, I preſume, would chooſe to be affociated 
with fuch a Companion, either in Character Here, or 
in Condition Hereafter. 

Samuel, in the Place You mention, is vindicating 
Himſelf, only to his Fellow-creatures, and only in the 
Capacity of a Magiſtrate. He ſpeaks not of his Juſti- 
fication before the JUDGE of Quick and Dead. 
This, He well knew, mutt be derived from another 
Source, and muſt reſt upon a firmer Bottom. 

The Ifraelite without Guile, was a Perſon, who not 
only abſtained from every Sin, but performed every 
Duty; and without any <i/fu! Neglect of the One, or 
any allowed Indulgence of the Other. This Inſtance, 
therefore, will by no means prove the Sufficiency of 
your negative Righteouſneſs. Which ſeems to have 
juſt the ſame Degree of Excellency, as a Fountain that 
never iſſues in Water, or as a Cloud that never delcend: 
in Rain}. 

® 1 Sam. Xil. 3. + John 1. 47. 
+ Fel Lyra gue reticet, vel qui non tenditer Arcus. 
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Ther. In this Particular, Aſpaſio, your Sentiments are 
mine. But I would add Morality to Civility; the vir- 
tuous to the inoffenſive Converſation. And if We not 
only ceaſe to do Evil, but learn to do well: if we uſe 
Temperance, exerciſe Charity, and keep all the Com- 
mandments to the beft of our Potber, is not this a ſuffi- 
cient Foundation for our Hope? | 

Ap. Yes, Theron ; if, as you add Morality to your 
Civility, you add Perfection to both. Otherwiſe you 
muſt be ranked, not among the Claimants, but among 
the Delinquents. You have no Title to a Reward, but 
ſtand in need of a Pardon. 

It is a Principle of Juſtice, founded on the unalter- 
able Conſtitution of Things, that the Debtor be ac- 
quitted, when He has paid the Debt. But ſuppoſing 
Him, inſtead of Gold, to bring Iron; inſtead of Ta- 
lents to return Pence; inſtead of defraying, to increaſe 
tne Score daily; can He then reaſonably expect, or le- 

claim a 3 ? + 

With reſpe& to ſuch an Obedience, We may paſs 

our Verdict in the figurative, but very expreſſive Lan- 

of Jaiab: The Bed is ſhorter, than that a Man can 
firetch Himſelf on it; and the Covering narrower, than that 
He can wrap Himſelf in it. It can neither give Reſt to 
the alarmed Conſcience, nor afford Protection to the 
guilty Soul. If We have nothing better to plead, We 
ſhall not be able to lift up our Heads, in the laſt de- 
ciſire Judgment; but muſt enter into the Rock, and hide 
Ourſelves in the Duſt, for Fear of the LORD, and fer 
the Glory of his Majeſty f. | 

Ther. We will go a Step farther, and take in the Ex- 
erciſe of Devotion. We will read GOD's Word; pray 
to his Divine MAJESTY ; and regularly attend on 
his public Worſhip. —Here now, are ſocial Accom- 
piſhments and. moral Virtues, completed by the Per- 
ſormance of religious Duties. 


* Tſai, xXxviii. 20. + Iſai. ii. 10. 
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Ap. Completed! —I fear, that Expreſſion will ſcarcely 
abide the Teſt of a ſingle Query. Have You then per- 
formed all your Duties, with that ardent Love of GOD, 
and undivided View to his Glory? With that adoring 
Gratitude to the bleſſed FESUS, and that child-like 
Dependence on his SPIRIT, which - the Nature of 
Things requires, and the Scriptures of Truth enjoin? 
If not; your Duties, be they moral, or religious, or 
both, are far from being complete. Nay ; they are ut- 
terly defective; and, for that Reaſon, abſolutely inſuſ. 
ficient for your Juſtification, They are clipped or ſo- 
phiſticated Coin. And will that be current in the World 
of Glory? 

Ther. Allowing them to be defective, they are at leaſt 
fincere. And though not free from all Alloy, yet if they 
bear the Image and Superſcription of Integrity, why 
ſhould they be rejected, as © reprobate Silver * ?” Why 
ſhould they not obtain the Currency, You mention ? 

Aſp. © Alas!” — ſays a judicious and admired Writer 
e The Imperfections of our beſt Services daily forfeit 
te the Bleſſings of Time. How impoſſible then is it, 
te that the Sincerity of them, amidſt ſo many Frailties 
te and Defects, ſhould purchaſe the Glories of Eternity!” 

Ther. Be your Writer ever ſo judicious, I can con- 
front Him with Others, equally capable of judging, and 
diametrically oppoſite in Opinion. What ſays that wile 
and brave Man, the Succeſſor of Meſes, and General 
iſſimo of the Armies of {/rae!? Foſhua, I am ſure, de- 
clares Himſelf on my Side, Fear the LORD, and 
ferve Him in Sincerity f, is his laſt ſolemn Charge to the 
People. Even the great Apoſtle, on a Review of his 
Miniſtry, makes it Matter of Self. gratulation, That He 
bad his Converſation in godly Sincerity 4. 

Aſp. You have quoted the Charge, delivered by the 
Servant, be pleaſed to recollect the Proteſtation, made 
by the Maſter : Not for thy Righteouſneſs, ſays Moſes, 0 
for the Uprighineſs of thy Heart, deſt Thou go to puſs 


Jer. vi. 30. + Joſh, xxiv. 14. 1 2 Cor. i. 12. 
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their Land“. Even an earthly Canaan was not given 
to the Maelites, as the Reward of their on, either out- 
ward Obedience, or inward Sincerity. Much leſs can 
We expect the Kingdom of Immortality, on Account 
of any Uprightneſs of our Intentions, or Piety of our 
Actions. | 

However, as the Doctrine of Sincerity is the favour- 
ite and the faſhionable Tenet, I will. conform a little to 
the Taſte in Vogue. You ſhall have no Reaſon to com- 
plain, That I am either a Cynic or a Stoic f. Let it 
ſuffice Us to be ſincere. Only let Us refer Ourſelves 
to the Apoſtle, for a Deſcription of this darling Quali- 
fication, That Ye may be ſincere, being filled with the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by FESUS CHRIST, 
unto the Praiſe and Glory of G0. D. 

Here are three Properties of acceptable Sincerity.— 
t muſt bear Fruits, the Fruits of Righteouſneſs; and bear 
them abundantly, ſo that We may be filed with them. 
The Branch and the Fruits muſt derive, hat its Vi- 
gour, theſe their Flavour, and both of them their very 
Being, from the all-ſupporting, all-ſupplying Root 
CHRIST FESUS.—Then, inſtead of terminating in 
Self-juſtification, they muſt redound to the Honour of 
GOD. Ir is not ſaid, Theſe ſhall jut) You, but theſe 
ſhall g/orify your FAT HER which is in Heaven. 

This Kind of Sincerity, can never be too highly eſ- 
teemed, nor too zealouſly encouraged. But this, You 
will obſerve, flows from the Grace of CHRIST, and 
iſſues in the Glory of GOD. Therefore does but very 
poorly atteſt, either the Sufficiency of human Ability, to 
perform good Works; or the Sufficiency of human Works, 
to win the Prize of our High Calling. 


Ther. Do You then exclude all Works? Will You 
make a mere Nothing, both of our moral Endowments, 
and of your evangelical Obedience? 


® Deut. ix. 5. 3 
t The Cynic had no Complaiſance, the Sto was quite inflexible, 


{ Phil. i. 10, 11, 
R 4 Aſp. 


248 DIALOGUE VIL 


Ap. They are excluded, both the one and the other, 
from all Share in juſtifying Us. Yet not by me, but 
by an Authority, to which there can be no Objection, 
from which there lies no Appeal. Speaking of Salva. 
tion, thus ſaith the Wiſdom of GOD; Not of Works. 
T ber. Works of the ceremonia] Law, I ſuppoſe. Theſe, 
we all acknowledge, are under the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion, as a Bond cancelled, or as an Act repealed. But 
ſure You will aſſign a better Office, ſure You will allow 
a nobler Character, to that Courſe of Obedience, which 
roceeds upon the Qbligations of Morality ; nay more, 
s regulated by the Commands of CHRIST. 
Ap. St, Paul will allow it no ſuch Office, as that for 
which my Theron is pleading. Ye are ſaved, ſays the 
Apoſtle. Ye are delivered from Wrath, reconciled to | 
GOD, and made Heirs of his Kingdom.-How ? By 
Grate, through Faith“. Grace, like a magnificent So- 
vereign, from the Riches of his own Bounty, and with- 
out any Reſpect to human Worthineſs, confers the glo- 
rious Gift. Fajth, like an indigent Petitioner, with an 
empty Hand, and without any Pretence to perſonal De- 
ſert, receives the heavenly Bleſſing. 

Both Grace and Faith ſtand in direct Oppoſition to 
Works; all Works whatever. Whether they be Works 
of the Law, or Works of the Goſpel: Exerciſes of the 
Heart, or Actions of the Life; done in a State of Na- 
ture, or done under the Influences of the SPIRIT; 
they are all, and every of them, equally ſet aſide in this 
great Affair. | | 

Ther. Whence does it appear, that the Bill of Exclu- 
ſion is thus extenſive, or rather quite unlimited? 

Aſp. From the Reaſon aſſigned, and from the Cau- 
tion ſuggeſted. 5 

From the Reaſon aſſigned— For We are bis Wort- 
manſbip. We Belieyers, Of ſuch Perſons, and of heir 
Obedience, the Apoſtle is ſpeaking. —Created in CHRIST 
FESUS unto good Works. We are regenerated, and 
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iritually enlivened, not becauſe We have performed 
m, but that We may perform them.—Not with any 
View of being juſtified by them, but only that We may 
walk in them; till We receive the End of our Faith, 
even the Salvation of our Souls, | 

From the Caution ſuggeſted . Læſt any Man ſhould 
boaſt, That all Pretence of Glorying may be cut off 
from Man, Cut off from Gentile, from Few, from 
Chriſtian ; without any Exception, or any Difference. 
Which could not be effected, if either moral Virtues, 
or Moſaic Ceremonies, or evangelical Duties, were ad- 
mitted to bear a Part in juſtifying Sinners. Leſt any Man 
ſhould boaſt : that the whole Honour of obtaining Sal- 
vation, may be appropriated to HIM, who bid not bis 
Face from Shame and Spitting. And is He not worthy, 
infinitely worthy to receive this unrivalled Honour, as 
a Recompence for his unparalleled Humiliation ? 

Ther. All our good Works, we allow, are recom- 
mended by CHRIST. They prevail for our Juſtifica- 
tion, only through his Merits. So that we ſtill depend 
upon the REDEEMER, And, by this Means, pay 
Him the higheſt Honour. 

Ap. Depend upon the REDEEMER! No, my 
dear Friend. You act like the Perſons, deſcribed by 
Jaiab; We will eat our own Bread, and wear our own 
Apparel, only let L be called by thy Name. Whereas, 
Faith addreſſes itſelf to CHRIST, in the very Reverſe 
of this Language; Thou baſt Cloathing, be Thou our 
Ruler, and let this Ruin be under thy Hand f. Tis 
thine, tis thine alone, to retrieve our deſperate Affairs, 
and conſtitute Us righteous before GOD. 


In Te tota Domus Spes inclinata recumbit. 


Depend upon the REDEEMER ! No, You rely 
upon your own pious Acts, and moral Qualifications, 
They, they are your grand Recommendation, While 


„ Ifai, iv. 1, + Iſai. iii. 6. 
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the Office, conſigned over to the Divine FESUS, i 
nothing more than to be (as it were) Maſter of the Ge 
remonies. He has the Credit of introducing your fine 
Accompliſhments, with a Kind of graceful Air. But 
is this an Office ſuited to his incomparable” Dignity ? 
Was it for this, that He bowed the Heavens, and par. 
took of our Nature? Was it for this, that He became 
ſubject to the Law, and obedient unto Death? Only for 
this, that He might uſher in our Endowments, with 2 
Plume and a Scarf? Surely, Theron, You can never 
entertain ſuch low Thoughts of the incarnate GOD, 
and his mediatorial Undertaking.  ! 

Ther. Neither can I entertain ſuch low and viliſying 
Thoughts, of our own virtuous Attainments. They 
diſtinguiſh Perſons of Eminence and Worth, from the 
fordid Wretch and execrable Villain; juſt as the noble 
Faculty of Reaſon, diſtinguiſhes the Man from the 
Brute. 

App. To deny good Works the Merit of juſtifying 
Us, is very different from vilifying them,—You are go- 
ing to build a new Houſe, heran. Pray, do You in- 
tend to hew your r from che italy Tendrils of 
the vine? | 

Ther. No, certainly *, | 

Aſp. Becauſe You don't think thoſe feeble Shoots 
proper, to form the Beams, and ſupport the Roof, of 
your intended Edifice; do You, therefore, flight them, 
depreciate them, or diſallow their Uſefulneſs ?—By no 
Means. They may beautify your Walls, with their or- 
namental Spread; and exrich your Deſſert with their 
delicious Fruit. This 1s an Office, ſuitable to the Na- 
ture of the Plant: and from this it receives ſufficient 
Eſtimation, without pretending to the Honours of the 
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to eternal Silence, rather than ſpeak a Syllable, either to 
conceal, or diſguiſe the Truth. | 

Moſt readily We will admit the Sentence You men. 
tion: In whoſe Spirit there is no Guile, It is evident 
from the Context, That theſe Words are not deſcriptive 
of an unblameable Perſon, in whoſe Heart and Conver. 
fation there is no Iniquity ; but of a penitent Sinner, 
whoſe Mouth freely confeſſes the Iniquity of them both, 
Confeſſes, without any Reſerve, or the leaſt Attempt to 
palliate. Which, inſtead of invalidating, corroborates 
my Argument. Since, according to your own Allega- 
tion, the higheſt Merit conſiſts, in a free Acknowledg. 
ment of Sin, or a total Renunciation of all Worthineſs, 

Ther. When We add Confeſſion, and join Repentance, 
to all our other Works. When We lament our Defi- 
eiencies, and implore Forgiveneſs. Surely, this mult 
be available with a merciful GOD, and cannot but en- 
title Us to the Happineſs of Heaven. 

App. How ſtrange does it ſound, at leaſt in my. Ears, 
for poor, miſerable, guilty Creatures, to talk of entitling 
themſelves to the Happineſs of Heaven, by any Deeds 
of their own! When it is owing wholly to GO D's rich 
forbearing Mercy, that they have not, long ago, been 
tranſmitted to Hell: owing wholly to GOD's free pre- 
venting Grace, that they are, at any Time, enabled to 
think a good Thought. 

But not to enlarge upon this Conſideration.—I would 
aſk, Whether thoſe penitential Exerciſes were attended 
with a hearty Deteſtation of Sin, and an utter Abhor- 
rence of the Sinner ?—lf they were; You would then 
renounce Yourſelf univerſally. You would never think 
of placing the leaſt Dependence on any Thing of your 
own; nay, You would even lotbe Yourſelf in your own 
Sight *, If they were not; then your very Repentance 
falls ſhort, and is to be repented of. It is as if One 
came to the Preſs-fat, to draw out fifty Veſſels, and there 

dere but twenty f. It is, if I may continue the Pro- 
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phet's Metaphor, the ſcant Meaſure ; which, in this your 
fpiritual Traffic, as well as in the Affairs of ſecular Com- 
merce, is abominable *, 

Or, ſhould-your Repentance be without a Failure, and 
without a Flaw ; I muſt ſtill ſay to my Friend, as our 
LORD replied to the young Ruler; One thing thou 
lacteſt. In all theſe Acts of Humiliation, You have 
only taken Shame to yourſelf, Whereas, a Righteouſ- 
neſs is wanting, which may magnify the Law, and make 
it honourable. —Should GOD, without inſiſting upon 
this, pardon and reward, He would not act according to 
his glorious Character; nor be,at once, a juſt GOD, and 
4 olf. And if You can find this Righteouſneſs 
either in the Depth or in the Height above; in any Perſon 
or any Object, ſave only in the Obedience and Death of 
our LORD FESUS CHRIST, I retra& whatever 
have advanced. | 

Ther. A Preacher, and an Author, have lately aſſured 
Us; That We are to be © accepted of GOD, and 
« faved by our own Obedience.” —Another has told 
Us; © That a Chriſtian may ſecure to Himſelf everlaſt- 
« ing Happineſs by his own Obedience.” —If theſe 
T _ are true, I need not ſcruple to repeat my Aſſertion, 
and adhere to my Opinion; That our own Duties, eſpe- 
cially when accompanied with Repentance, are a real and 


proper Foundation for Life eternal. 


Ap. If theſe Things are true, the Apoſtle Paul was 
under a great Miſtake; when, treating of CHRIST and 
his Merits, He ventured to aſſert; Other Foundation can 
no Man lay, ſave that which is laid, even FESUS CHRISTF. 
And the Apoſtle Peter (to ſpeak in the ſofteſt Terms) 
forgot what He was about, when He ſo conſtantly aver- 
red; There is no other Name under Heaven, given among 
Men, whereby We muſt be ſaved. —But the real Truth is, 
ſuch Preachers and ſuch Authors darken, if not extin- 
guiſh, the Grace of CHRIST. And we are as much 
obliged to them, for their Service; as if they had at- 
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tempted to ſew up the Veil that was rent in twain ; and 
to ſhut the Holy of Holies, which was opened by our 
REDEEMER's Death. 
Ther. If You will not credit either of our modern 
Preachers, I can produce a Deciſion, made by one of 
the moſt antient and authoritative Synods; Then hath 
GOD alſo to the Gentiles granted Repentance unto Life *, 
—Repentance unto Life, is heir unanimous Voice, and 
my unexceptionable Voucher. F ' 

Ap. I can eaſily gueſs the Aſſembly, to which You 
refer. But I can hardly grant it the venerable Name of 
a Synod, It conſiſted of ſome Fudaizing Converts, They 
that were of the Circumciſion. Who adhered, with a tena- 
£10us and bigotted Zeal, to the Moſaic Rites.— However, 
though I might ſcruple my Theron's Appellation, I rea- 
dily acquieſce in heir Determination. 

Ir is not faid, Thoſe Gentiles were penitent, and here- 

fore GOD granted them Life. This ſhould have been 
the Language of the Aſſembly, in order to eſtabliſh. my 
Friend's Way of Thinking. —On the contrary, they 
were dead in Sin. GOD, of his free Goodneſs, granted 
them Repentance, Which is both the Beginning, and 
a ſubſtantial Part of true Life : even of that Life, which 
is founded on Juſtification, is carried on by Sanctification, 
and completed in Glory. 

I would farther obſerve ; That Repentance is a Turn- 
ing of the Heart. And, when it 1s Repentance unto 
Life, it is a Turning of the Heart from every other Ob- 
ject, to the great and ſole Fountain of Good, CHRIST 
JESUSFH. Were Men Slaves to Senſuality ? When 
they repent, they are turned to CHRIST, for refined 
Deſires, and heavenly Affections. Were they wont to 
confide in themſelves, and their own Works? As ſoon 
as they truly repent, they turn to CHRIST tor a better 
Righteouſneſs ; and thereby, for everlaſting Acceptance 
with GOD. In ſhort ; they turn from every falſe Con- 
fidence, as well as from every evil Way. Aſhur H 


Acts xi. 18. + Acts xix. 4. 


at 
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wot ſave us, is their fixed Reſolution, They look, not 


to their own Tears or Humiliation ; not to their own 
Duties or Graces; but they /ook for the Mercy of our 
LORD FESUS CHRIST, unto eternal Life“. 

Ther. Suppoſe, it ſhould be wrong, to expect ſuch a 
vaſt Reward, as the inconceivable Glories of Heaven; 
on Account of our own Duties: Yet, to ſet them wholly 
aſide; to allow them no Influence at all; not ſo much 
as the leaſt Co-operation, in turning the Scale; this is 
an Exceſs on the other Hand. If tlie former is Pre- 
ſumption, the latter is Fanaticiſin. 8 

Aſp. When Lord B——3 was ſhewn a famous Qua- 
drangle, in Oxford, viewing one Side, He cried out with 
Rapture; * Surely, I am in /taly, All is ſo graceful and 
delicate!“ Viewing the other Side, He acknowledged 
with Regret; „I am certainly in England. All is ſo 
« coarſe and heavy! When I ſee the New Teſtament 
in every one's Hand, and read the Articles of our public 
Faith, I am ready to fanſy myſelf in one of the pure re- 
formed Churches. But when I hear the Diſcourſe of 
ſerious People, and examine their Sentiments, I am 
forced to confeſs my Miſtake. I cannot but imagine, 
that I am among the back ſliding Churches of Galatia. 

Ther. Why among the Churches of Galatia? | 

Ap. Becauſe they, like the Generality of modern 
Chriſtians,» conſidered the Work and Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, as too weak or ſcanty a Bottom, whereon to 
ſtand before GOD. They ſuſpected it, as a Man would 
ſuſpect the Propoſal, to venture Himſelf on the Waves 
of the Ocean, in a Baſket of Ruthes. They could not 
bear to think, that all their Duties, Services, and Per- 
formances of the Law, ſhould be utrerly ſet at nought. 
Should have no Influence at all, in turning the Scale — 
But does the Apoſtle approve their Saying? No; He 
declares, this their Way was their Folly. 

You are pleaſed to mention Fanaticiſm. A Word, 
which I do not thoroughly underſtand. Neither is it of 


* Jude 21. 
8 much 
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much Sigmficancy, to enter upon the Diſquiſition of an 
obnoxious Term. I would only maintain; That, on 
Us unworthy Sinners, whatever is beftowed by the righ- 
teous GOD; is beſtowed; not as a Debt “ ro our 
Works, but as the Donation of pure Grace. And if 
this be Fanaticiſm, I plead guilty to the Charge. I glory 
in my Shame. . 1 708 5 

Ther. I think, it is ſufficiently of Grace; if We ac- 
knowledge good Works, to be wrought by the Aſſiſtance 
of the Divine SPIRIT ; and then admitted, together 
with our SAVIOUR's Merits, as a Recommendation 
to the divine Favour, VN 

Ap. The Phariſee could make his Acknowledgements, 
for the divine Aſſiſtance. GOD, I thank Thee, was his 
Language. Yet, this did not exempt him from the 
Charge of Pride, nor ſecure Him from the Sin of 
Boaſting. —Belides ; if good Works are wrought by the 
Operation of the Divine SPIRIT, they draw a Bill 
upon our Gratitude, not upon the Bank of Heaven. 
They render Us the obliged, not the deſerving Party. To 
think or teach otherwiſe, is errant Popery , however it 
may lurk under a Veil of Proteftantiſm. - 

Tou bring to my Mind a memorable Story. Two 
Perſons were traveling together, in the Deſarts of Arabia. 
The one utterly unarmed ; the Other wore a Sword, 
and carried a Muſket. As the Place was exceedingly 
dangerous, the latter, folicitous for the Safety of his 
Companion, makes Him a Preſent of his Fire-arms.— 
Which was no ſooner done, than a Lion eſpies them, 
and advances fiercely towards them. The foremoſt dif- 


 .® Beftowed as a Debt is, I muſt allow, ſomewhat like Jargon- But, 
perhaps, Jargon and Tncon/iftency may not be without their Propricty 
in this Place. As they tend to ſhew the Genius of hat Doctrine 
which would connect ſuch contraditory Ideas. 
+ God Works, ſays a Champion for the Church of Rome, are Mer- 
caturi Regni cceleſtis, tbe Price We pay, or the Commadity We bares, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven.— Another Zealot of the ſame Communion 
declares ; Calum gratis non accipiam, It. at! never be ſaid, that I n- 
cefve Eternal Life, merily as a Matter of Alms.—So ſpeaks He ! But, 
bleſſed be GOD, WW: have not fo learned CHRIST, 


charges 
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charges his Piece, and wounds their horrid Aggreſſor. 
The Wound, neither killing nor diſabling, only enrages 
the Monſter. He ſeizes the unfortunate Markſman, and 
is upon the Point to tear Him Limb from Limb. His 
Fellow-traveller flies to his Succour; fnatches up the 
Carbine, which dropt from the other's Hand; and fells 
the ravenous Beaſt to the Ground, Then, drawing his 
Sword, ſtabs him to the Heart, and reſcues his Friend. 
The Lion thus ſlain, they take off the Skin. Which, 
He who flew the lordly Savage, claims as his own. © No, 
« ſays his grateful Friend, as You did Part of the Exe- 
« cution with / Weapon, I inſiſt upon Half of the 
« ſhaggy Spoil. I expect Satisfaction likewiſe for the 
« Loſs of my Piece, which You broke in the Encoun- 
« ter. To obtain both, He commences a Law-ſuit 
againſt that generous Aſſociate, who not only gave Him 
the Weapon, but ſaved the Proſecutor from the very 
Jaws of Deſtruction. | 
Ther, Truly, if I had been Judge, I ſhould, without 
any Heſitation, have determined ſuch a Cauſe. Inſtead of 
Mt and Damages for my Plaintiff, I ſhould have tranſ- 
mitted the diſingenuous, ſhameleſs Wretch to the Pillory. 
Aſp. I believe, all the World would applaud your 
Sentence. —Only be pleaſed to remember, that the Pro- 
cedure, on which You ſo juſtly animadvert, is the very 
Picture of our exceflive Unreaſonableneſs ; If We pre- 
ſume to write ourſelves Creditors, and the Divine BEING 
Debtor ; becauſe, He has delivered Us from the Bon- 
m, MW 4g< of Corruption, and enabled Us to perform the 
di Duties of Godlinefs *. - 
Theron pauſed ; as ſomewhat ſtruck by the Repreſen- 
hs, _ After a ſhort Interval, 4ſpafio reſumed the Diſ- 
me courſe. 
972 Believe me, my dear Friend, Salvation, both in the 
few. Root and all its Branches, is entirely of Grace. Or elſe 
n, believe me, for the many cogent Teſtimonies of Scrip- 


nion 
I re- 2 


But Nofat/ dn rag ae Sag, Ala kia heile ara, my aoitna;. 
e Chryſoſt. | ö | 
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ture; which moſt circumſtantially aſcertain this funds. 
mental Truth. 

Ther. Pray, let me aſk, What is the exact Meaning of 
Grace ? . 

Aſp. The firſt and principal Meaning, that which! 
have all along had my Eye upon, in our preſent Con- 
ference, is, The Favour and Kindneſs of GOD; inf 
nitely rich, and- infinitely. free; entirely detached from 
all Suppoſition of human Worth, and abſolutely inde. 
pendent on any ſuch Thing, as human Goodneſs, —This 
is the great Origin and Baſis of our Salvation. Not 
like a Fringe of Gold, bordering the Garment ; not like 
an Embroidery of Gold, decorating the Robe ; but like 
the Mercy-Seat of the antient "Tabernacle, which was 
Gold—pure Geld—all Gold throughout. 

Election is of Grace: Having predeſtinatèd Us unto the 
Adoption of Children, not on Account of human Wor- 
thineſs, but according to the good Pleaſure of bis Will *,— 
Equally gratuitous is our effectual Yocation: GOD beth 
called Us with an holy Calling, not according io our JV orks, 
but according to his Purpoſe and Grace F.—Faith, with all 
its precious Fruits, is owing to the ſame Cauſe: H 
helped them much, who believed through Grace . From 
hence ſprings Fuſtification, together with all its attendant 
Privileges : Being juſtified freely by his Grace |,—This 1s 
the Origin of Regeneration, and every living Principle of 
Godlineſs: Of bis own Will begat He Us by the Word of 
Truth F. — The Conſummation of Bliſs flows from the 


. . + 2 Tim. i. 9. f Acts xviu. 27. 

| Rom. iii. 24. Auptar Ty avis yapire One of theſe Words might 
have ſerved, to convey the Apoſtle's Meaning. But, He doubles is 
Aﬀertion; in order to give Us the fulleſt Conviction of the Truth, 
and to impreſs Us with a Senſe of its peculiar Imporiance: FREELY, 
By RIS GRACE. Is it poſlible to find out a Form of Speech, that 
ſhould more ab/elutely exclude all Conſideration of our own Works 
and Obedience ? Or that ſhould more emphatically aſcribe the Whole 
of our Juſtification to free, uninfluenced, ſovereign Goodneſs ?—To 
find an Expreſſion, more forcible for the Sn po will puzzle Invention 
itſelf, But zhis Expreſſion, We find uſed, again and again, by the 
Sacred Writer, H df & xapTs, Rom. v. 15. Tus xapirns g 715 Cui, 
Rom. v. 17. $ Jam. i. 18. 
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fame all-ſupplying Source: The Gift of GOD is eternal 
Life *: It is, in every Reſpect, a Gift; not only without, 
but contrary to, all Deſert of ours.—So that the Foun- 
dation is laid in the Riches of Grace: the Superſtructure 
is reared by the Hand of Grace: and when the Top- 
ſtone is brought forth, when our Felicity is completed 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, the everlaſting Acclamation 
will be, Grace, Grace unto it F ! | 

This is that glorious Goſpel, which human Learning 
could never have diſcovered, which carnal Reaſon can- 
not underſtand ; which the Envy of the Devil, and the 
Pride of Man, will always oppoſe. Bur which, to the 
oor convinced Sinner, is the very Perfection of Wiſdom, 
Eſteemed, as the Joy of his Heart; embraced, as the 
Rock of his Hopes. i 

Ther. What ſay You to the Opinion, which Ouranius 
ſo ſtrenuouſly maintains? That we are juſtified not by 
the Merits of CHRIST imputed to Us, but by CHRIST 
himſelf formed in our Hearts. And Ouranius is none of 
your proud or carnal People. His Writings are re- 
markable for their ſtrict Piety, and his Life is as exem- 
plary as his Principles. 

Aſp. You know, Theron, I have nothing to do with 
the Perſons of Men, but with the Truths of the Goſpel. 
Ouranius, though eminently devout, may be miſtaken. 
And, if this is his Way of Thinking, He quite miſap- 
prehends the Doctrine of Grace. 

What is written in the Oracles of Scripture? The 
LORD juſtiſetb the Ungodly f. What is implied in 
the Maxim of Ouranius* H E juſtifieth the Holy, the 
Heavenly, the Chriſt-like.—4 Man is juſtified by Faith ||, 
lays the Secretary of Heaven. He is juſtified by Works, 
lays the Pen of Ouranius : only let them be Works of 
a ſuperior Order; ſuch as are internal, ſpiritual, and 
wrought by the Operation of CHRIST on the Soul. — 


* Rom, vi. 23. Xa. Which is a more expreflive Word than 
Uu, and conveys the Idea of Are Favour, 
1 Zech. iv. 7. t Rom. iv. 5, | Rom. v. 1, 
"SY According 
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According to this Notion, every One is. juſtified by his 
own Love, his own Purity, his own Zeal. - Whereas, an 
unerring Writer has moſt ſolemnly declared, That 
ont Man's Obedience Many, many Myriads of Sinners, 
even all the redeemed World, ſhall be made righteous *. 

This Notion, I think, is Legaliſm in its greateſt Sub- 
tilty, or higheſt Refinement. It diſannuls the Merit of 
CHRIST; it vacates all Imputation ; and makes our 
Salvation to conſiſt wholly in the Work of Sanclification. 
Againſt which, if You remember, I entered my Proteſt, 
in one of our 7 firſt Conferences. And now having 
ventured to animadvert on the Tenets of Others, it may 
reaſonably be expected, that I ſhould give an Account of 
my own Faith.—* I am pardoned; I am accepted; 
cc before GOD; or in other Words, I am juſtified; 
ce not becauſe CHRIST has put his Laws into my 
« Mind, but ſhed his Blood for my Sins: not becauk 
c I myſelf am enabled to walk in all godly Converſation, 
but becauſe the LORD FESUS has fulfilled all 
© Righteouſneſs as my Surety.” 

Ther. I am for neither of the Extremes. The middle 
Way is moſt eligible. This is what ſound Senſe ap- 
proves and the ſacred Syſtem authorizes. Mboſo believeth 
en me, ſays our LORD in one Place, ſhall not periſh, 
but ſhall have everlaſting Life F. Bleſſed, adds HE in 
another, are they, who do his Commandments ; that they 
may have a Right to the Tree of Life ; and may enter in, 
through the Gates, into the City ||. | 

Conformably to theſes Texts of Scripture, I would 
neither reject our REDEEMER's Merits, nor repu- 
diate good Works. As this ſhady Tree, and theſe cool- 
ing Breezes, unite their Properties, to render our Situa- 
tion agreeable ; ſo thoſe two Cauſes, acting in Conjunc- 
tion, exalt us to the Favour of GOD, and conſtitute 
Us Heirs of Heaven. GOD himſelf has joined them. 


Rom. v. 19. + Sce Dialogue II. pag. 50. + John iii. 15; 
I Rer. xxii. 14, 


And 


es Ao La one” . ˙ Q 


—— — 


itua- 
junc- 
ſtitute 
them. 


ili. 15s 


And 


DIALOGUE VII. 261 


And I muſt urge my Remonſtrance in our LORD's 

own Words, I bat GOD hath joined together, let not Man 

put aſunder. 2 
Ap. Would You then make Impotence itſelf a Coad- 


jutor with Omnipotence ?—Does this humble the Sin- 


ner? Does this exalt the SAVIOUR ?--No: it is a 
molt injurious Infringement of his mediatorial Dignity. 
Inſtead of excluding, it evidently introduces Boaſting. 
In conſequence of ſuch a Scheme, it would be ſaid by the 
Inhabitants of the heavenly World; *“ Thanks to our 
« bleſſed REDEEMER for this Happineſs! Yet 
* not to Him only, but to our own Righteouſneſs alſo.” 

Can You imagine, that the Obedience of CHRIST, 
is inſufficient to accompliſh our Juſtification ? Muſt its 
Efficacy be reinforced by the Acceſſion of our Works ? 
—And what are theſe Works of ours? That they ſhould 
enhance the Value, the immenſe Value of our RE- 
DEEMER's ! — Maimed, tarniſhed, worm-eaten Things. 
Eaten by the Worms of Selt-ſeeking, Self-admiring, 
Self-love : Tarniſhed by a thouſand Vanities : Maimed 
by ten thouſand Negligences.—To join theſe in Com- 
miſſion, with our Divine MAS TE R's Righteouſneſs ; 
would be infinitely more diſgraceful, than to tack the 
Beggar's Rag on the Monarch's Robe. Would be alto- 
gether as needleſs, as to dream of augmenting the Sea, by 
the Drops of our Bucket, | 

Ther. Worm-eaten ! What Reaſon have You to re- 
preſent our Acts of Obedience under this ſordid and 
ſhameful Image? 

Aſp. I thought, You could hardly brook this diſpa- 
raging Expreſſion. It is ſomewhat like petty Treaſon 
againſt the Dignity of Man, My Reaſons I muſt beg 
Leave to e ey till ſome other Opportunity offers. 
Then, if You pleaſe, We will give the Cauſe a full Hearing. 

At preſent, to make amends for this vile Slander, I 


will ſuppoſe your Works to have no Defe& ; nay, to 


have a// the Perfection, which You yourſelf could wiſh. 
—Will You glory, on this Account ?—You are too mo- 
deſt, I am ſure, to avow or patronize ſuch a Practice. 


S 3 Yet, 
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Yet, if we ſay or thin, concerning any Attainments of 
our own, © This is th: Ground, on which I expect to 
* eſcape Condemnation, and inherit Life ;** We do, in 
the moſt offenſive, though not in the moſt explicit Man- 
ner, glory 
Or, will You reckon, that theſe Services, becauſe 
faultleſs, are, in any Degree, meritorious ? Let us hear 
our LORD's Deciſion in the Caſe, When ye have done 
not ſome only, but all theſe Things which are commanded 
Yeu—And where is the Man, or what is his Name, who, 
in any Nation or in any Age, has done all that is com- 
.manded ? | | 


IV here ſhall T find Him ? Angels tell me where ? 
Shall 1 fee Glories beaming from his Brow ? 
Or trace his Footfteps by the riſing Flow'rs ? 


Yet even in ſuch a Caſe, if all this were performed, 
what ſhall We /ay? We are no better than wnprofitabl: 
Sercants: Me have done nothing more, than what was 
our indiſpenſible Duty to do f. And have, on this Foot- 
ing, juſt the ſame Claim to Honours and Rewards, as 
the Negro Slave, after the Diſpatch of his Daily Buſi- 
neſs, has upon the Eſtate or the Wealth of an American 
Planter, 

Ther. But what ſay You to thoſe Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, which I have quoted? You have given them a 
Hearing, but no Anſwer. They, I do inſiſt upon it, 
expreſly aſſert a Co-operation of CHRITST"'s Merit, and 
cf our own Works, in the Buſineſs of Salvation. By 
which Co-operation, the Law and the Gojpel are pre- 
ſerved diſtin, Each has its proper Office allotted, and 
to each its proper Honour is aſſigned. 

Afp. 1 ſhould rather ſay; By this your Co-operation, 
the Law and the Goſpel are confounded. Each is dil 


* Onnis Cauſa Fuſftitie & Salutis eff Materia & Ob jectum navynow; 
Unde Apoſtolus : Nam fi Abraham ex Operibus juſtificatus eft, uy, nat. 
Nina. VITRING. i. e. Whatever is the Cauſe of Righteouſneſs and I 
Salvation, is a real and proper Foundation for Glorying. Therefore : 
the Apoſtle acknowledges, I Abraham were juſtified by Works, He hath M 
wheresf to glory, Rom, iv, 2, + Luke xvii, 10. Pg 
=: | honoured ; 
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honoured ; nay more, each is deſtroyed. When You 
mingle a White with a Black Liquid, what is the Re- 
ſult ? Is either of the Colours heightened, or either of 
them preſerved ?—If my Compariſon ſeems low or in- 
adequate, let me borrow an llluſtration from our great 
Philoſopher, Newton. He ſomewhere mentions a fine 
Red, and a beautiful Azure ; which, when mixed, -pro- 
duce no Colour at all. The Tranſparency and the Glow, 
which each, 1n a State of Separation, poſſeſſed ; are, upon 
their Coalition, loſt, Such would be the Effect of my 
Friends unſcriptural Connection. 

Unſcriptural! No, replies Theron. It is the very 
Language of Scripture. It is aſſerted in the Book of 
Revelation ; Bleſſed are they, that do his Commandments, 
—True. But wherefore are they bleſſed ?—Becauſe, 
the Obedience of Faith is attended with a real Bleſſed- 
neſs on Earth. This Man ſhall be bleſſed in his Doing * : 
not for, but in + his Performance of religious and moral 
Duties. —Becauſe, the Obedience of Faith demonſtrates 
our Title, to eternal Bleſſedneſs in Heaven. It is, though 
not the Purchaſe, yet the Evidence of our Right to the 
Tree of Life, 

All this I acknowledge. But where, I beſeech You, 
does the Scripture join the Obedience of CHRIST and 
the Obedience of Man, as mutually conducive to the 
Juſtification of a Sinner ?—The Scripture utterly dr/- 
ao ſuch a Copartnerſhip. It aſſerts, what our Homily 
expreſſes ; © Surely, there can be no Work of any mortal 
Man (be He never fo holy) that ſhall be coupled in 


9 Jam. . 26. 5 

EN Ty weν,v i avry. I M hit Doing. How exact is the Language 
of Scripture ! Perfectly exact, amidſt the greateſt Simplicity. It has 
all the Accuracy of Logic, without any of its Subtilty.—See another 
Inſtance of the ſame Diſtinctneſs, on the very ſame Subject, P/al. xix, 
11. IN keeping of them there IS (not, for keeping the divine Com- 
ne, there ſhall be) great Reward, —Let us ſtudy and examine 
tue ſacred Language; fift its Expreſſions, and weigh their Import, 
So ſhall We be, as one of its inſpired Authors moſt emphatically 
ſpeaks, Ira. tuo Tg agicras ; Inſtructed, not in the Groſs only, 
but with the ute Precifion and Accuracy. 


84 c Merit 
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ce Merit with CHRIS T' moſt holy Act“. —The Scrip, 
ture ſteadily and invariably declares; that, in this greateſt 
of Tranſactions, CHRIST is not an Acceſſary, but the 
Principal; nay, that He is ALL. Be it known unto You, 
Men and Brethren, that through this illuſtrious and exaited 
PERSON t, is preached unto You the Forgiv:neſs of Sing, 
and by: Him all that believe are juſtified from all Things, — 
Through this PERSON; who, without any Partner or 
Co-adjutor, purged our Sins.—By Him; not by Him, 
and our Works jointly ; but by Him ſolely. No other 
Action, no other Agent, concurring in any Degree, 
This was typefied by the High-Prieſt ; when, on the 
Day of Expiation, He went into the Tabernacle alone; 
and made the figurative Atonement, without any Aſſo- 
ciate J.—#rom all Things; by HIM they are wholly, ag 
well as ſolely juſtified, Freed from every Charge, whe- 
ther of Omiſſion or Commiſſion ; and rendered, not in 
part only, but completely acceptable, | 


— . — HM We owe 
All our Deliverance, and to None but HIM |, 


I hope, therefore, You will no longer - conſider the 
ſupremely excellent FESUS, as a partial Cauſe of our 
Juſtification. —W hat would be the Conſequence, if the 
Perſon, who is walking by yonder River, ſhould fix one 


* Homily on Good. Friday. 
+ A#:5xiii. 38. Through this Man, —T think, the Word Mar flattens 
the Period, and diminiſhes the Dignity of the Sentiment. It ſhould 
rather be left in the native and noble Ambiguity of the Original; 4% 
rule, through this Perſon, That the Reader's Imagination may be per- 
mitted to work; and have Room to add, This more than mortal, this 
divine Perſon, | 
There is the ſame improper Preciſion in our Tranſlation, when the 
Diſciples are repreſented as crying out; What Manner of Man is this! 
The Greek is beautifully indeterminate, dave glog; What Manner of 
Perſon ? Is He a Man? Or more than a Man? The Turn of Thought, 
ſeems to be like that fine Compliment in Virgil; | 
7. 2 Nec Vox Hominem ſonat; O Dea cert? ; 
x Levit. wi, 17. _ j MiLTtox, Book III. Foot 
| no 
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Foot on the ſolid Bank, and place another on the fluid 


Stream? | | 

Ther. He muſt unavoidably fall. 

Aſp. And what ſays our unerring Inſtructor, to thoſe 
double-minded Galatians; who could not believe them- 
ſelves ſafe and complete, in the Merits of CHRIST 
alone: but muſt be ſeeking ſome other Foundation, on 
which to repoſe 4 Share at leaſt of their Confidence? He 
fays ; and they are awful Words; they call for my The- 
ron's moſt ſerious Regard; Ye are fallen from Grace, 
from the Truth and Purity of free Juſtification. 

Let me entreat my Friend, to beware of this Error. 
I think, it is the prevailing Error of our Times; and fo 
much the more dangerous, becauſe it is ſomewhat ſpe- 
cious.— To pour Contempt upon the bleſſed F# SUS, 
with the Libertines and Deiſts, would be ſhocking to a 
Mind, that retains the leaſt Reverence for ſacred Things. 
Entirely to ſet aſide the meritorious Efficacy of his Un- 
dertaking, with the Arians and Socinians, would be af- 
flictive to a Conſcience, that is impreſſed with the leaſt 
Senſe of Sin. Whereas, to ere&t our Merits on the 
Foundation of CHRIST”s; to be found in his, yet not 
renounce our own Righteouſneſs ; this is both plauſible 
to our Reaſon, and pleaſing to our Vanity. This ſeems 
to honour the Divine SA VIO UR, even while it gratifies 
human Pride. But this is an egregious Falſhood, and 
cannot ſtand, This is an abominable Idol, and muſt 
be laid in the Duſt. CHRIST, like the real Mother of 
the Child, will have the whole, or none ; the whole 
unſhared —unrivaled—undiminiſhed Glory of our Salvation. 

Let me once again entreat my dear Theron, to beware 
of this Error. It is the main Pillar in the Roman He- 
reſy, and the Maſter-policy of the Popiſh Machiavilians 4. 
CHRIST hath merited, that“ We may merit,” is their 


* Gal. v. 4. F 1 Kings iii. 26. 
Man cannot make Himſelf righteous, neither in Part, nor in the 
Whole, To affirm this, is the greateſt Arrogancy and Preſumption, 
that Antichriſt could ſet up againſt GOD. Homily on Salvation, 


Part II, | 
grand 
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grand Deluſion. Hence come their Penances and their 
Pilgrimages: hence the hypocritical Mortifications of 
Some, and the extravagant Auſterities of Others: this 
enriches their Shrines, and fills their Cloyſters. And to 
thoſe Seminaries of Superſtition, let it be baniſhed, let 
it be confined. —7here let them raiſe their Scaffolding, 
and try to enlarge the Dimenſion of the Skies. There 
let them kindle their Flambeaus, and attempt to in- 
creaſe the Luſtre of the Sun. When they have effected 
this eafier Taſk, then will We Proteſtants follow their 
Example, and adopt their Syſtem. Then will We alfo 
think of adding our own Righteouſneſs, by way of Sup- 
plement to the Dignity and Efficacy—the tranſcendent 
Dignity and infinite Eficacy—of our LOR D's. 

Ther. If We are juſtified wholly by our LOR D's 
Righteouſneſs ; if nothing ed be added, if nothing can 
be added to its all- comprehending Fullneſs; what will 
become of the generally received Opinion That CHRIST 
obtained for Us only a Paſſibility of being ſaved ; or put 
Us into a Capacity of acquiring Salvation ? 

Ap. It will be diſcountenanced and overthrown ; as 
extremely di ſnonourable to the REDEEMER, and no 
leſs uncomfortable to the Redeemed. When CHRIST 
procured our Pardon, and recovered our Title to Life; 
it was all his own Doing; all his own Acquiſition. Of 
the People there was none with Him“; none of their 
Works, none of their Endeavours, to co-operate as a 
ſubordinate Cauſe, under any Shape, or in any Degree 
whatever. 

Hear his own Teſtimony : 7 have finiſhed the Work, 
which thou gaveſt me 10 do 1. Should You want an Ex- 
plication of theſe Words, I refer You to the Comment 
of an Apoſtle. He, that is FESUS CHRIST, has ob- 
tained eternal Redemption for Us F. This was his Work, 
and it is fully executed. He has, He nas, obtained 
eternal Redemption. So that nothing remains for Sin- 


* Iſai, Ixiii. 6, + John xvii. 4, f Heb, ix. 12. 
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ners, but to receive the purchaſed Bleſſedneſs, and to live 
as become the Redeemed of the LORD. 

This Truth is written, as with a Sunbeam, in the 
Pages of the Goſpel; and ſounds as with a Voice of 
Thunder, in the Songs of Heaven: Salvation to our 
GOD, they cry, that fitteth upon the Throne, and to the 
LAMB *. Thoſe Saints in Glory, aſcribe the Whole 
—the Whole of their Salvation they aſcribe, to the Grace 
of GOD, and to the Blood of the LAMB. | 

Ther. Have not many of our moſt learned Divines 
repreſented Faith, Obedience, and Repentance, as the 
Terms of Acceptance? CHRIST, according to this Ac- 
count, procured not the Bleſſing irſelf, but only the Grant 
of eafier Conditions, on which it may be enjoyed. 

Aſp. What ſays that ſublime BEING, who gives the 
moſt learned Divines all their Wiſdom ? My righteous 
Servant ſhall juſtify many f. Not pave the Way, or ad- 
juſt the Preliminaries, but diſpatch the very Buſineſs ; 
ſhall juſtify. —What ſays that infallible Author, from 
ar Writings all Divines ought to derive their Doc- 
trines? CHRIST bath perfeTed for ever them that are 

ſanftified $. He has done all that was neceſſary for their 
Pardon, their Peace with GOD, and their everlaſting 
Felicity. Otherwiſe, He were not a complete —f 
VIOUR. He would not /ave to the utter moſt ||, if. 
executing ſome Part only of the grand Undertaking, He 
left other Parts to be performed by his People. 

The Terms of Acceptance, for fallen and rebellious 
Man, were, A full Satisfaction & to the divine Juſtice, 
and a complete Conformity © to the divine Law. Theſe, 
impracticable by Us, were conſigned over to CHRIST, 
By Him they were thoroughly accompliſhed; and by 
this Accompliſhment of them, He merited for vs all 
Bleſſings. Among others, He merited the Gift of Faith, 


* Rev. vii. 10, + Iſai. Iiii. 11. 4 Heb. x. 14. 
| Heb. vii. 8. 
$ A full Satisfaction; for a Proof of this Point, ſee Dial. III. IV. 
14 Wr Conformity ; for the Illuſtration of this Truth, ſee 
| the 
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the Grace of Repentance, and Ability to yield thank- 
ful, dutiful, evangelical Obedience. Theſe therefore are 
but improperly called the Terms, which are really con- 
ſtituent Parts of our Salvation. 1 

To ſum up all in a Word The whole Tenour of 
Revelation ſhews, that there are but two Methods, 
whereby any of the human Race can be juſtified, — 
Either by a perfect Obedience to the Law, in heir owy 
Perſons; and then the Reward is of Debt *.-Or elſe, 
becauſe the Surety of a better Covenant has ſatisfied all 
Demands in their Stead; and then the Reward is of 
Grace.—There is no trimming or reconciling Expe- 
dient.—You may chooſe either of the two; but no third 
is propoſed or allowed. 

Ther. Was there not a different Method of Salvation, 
for the antient People of GOD ? 

Afp. None, Theron. In the State of primitive Inno- 
cency, a perfect and perſevering Obfervance of the divine 
Command, was the Condition of Salvation ; or rather, 
of Life and Immortality f. When, by the firſt grand 


- Apoſtacy, this Condition became impoſſible ; a free 


Pardon, and gracious Acceptance, through the bleſſed 
FESUS, were ſubſtituted in its Stead, Which Oeco- 
nomy, like a Fountain of Life, was opened; when GOD 
promiſed the Seed of the Wiman, to bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head F.—It ran, like a falutary Rivulet, through the 
Antediluvian World —Continued its Progreſs, and diſ- 
penſed its Bleſſings, along the Patriarchal Age—Flowed, 
in broader and more numerous Streams, under the Mo- 


ſaic Diſpenſation— Is derived down to Us, enlarged by 


* Rom. iv. 4. Padtional Debt; founded on the Obligation of the 
Covenant, not ſpringing from any Worth in the Obedience. 

+ A/pafio makes a Diſtinction in this Place, between Salvation and 
Life eternal, The former is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, a Language ſuited to 
the Goſpel. The latter is preciſely proper to the Law, The Core- 
nant of Grace ſays; Believe, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. The Covenant 
of Works ſaid; He that doeth them, el! [ve by them. Salvation 
implies a Deliverance from ſome Penalty or Miſery incurred, and a 
Reinſtatement in ſome. Blefling or Happineſs forfeited. Which arc 
evidently peculiar to the evangelical Diſpenſation, and not applicable 
to the State of Integrity, ＋ Gen. iii. 15, | 


the 


DIALOGUE vn. 269 


the Coming of CHRIST, and completed by the Mi- 
niſtry of his Apaſtles Will be tranſmitted, without any 
farther Improvements, to the lateſt Poſterity.  Hence- 
forward increaſing and extending, not its Perfection, 
but its Influence only. Which it will never ceaſe to do, 
till, as the Fountain is become a River, the River is 
augmented into an Ocean; and the Knowledge of the 
LORD our Righteouſneſs ll the Earth, as the Waters 
cover the Abyſſes of the Seq *. 

There was, I confeſs, a Diverſity in the Adminiſtra- 
tion, but no Difference in the Nature of the Bleſſing. 
FESUS CHRIST, however variouſly manifeſted, was 
the ſame Yeſterday, is the ſame to Day, will be the ſame for 
ever T. As it is the very ſame Sun, which gleams at 
early Dawn; which fbines in the advancing Day; and 
zlows at Height of Noon. 

My Simile reminds Us of the Time, and leaves a 
moſt important Doctrine upon our Memories. Sup- 
poſe We take the Admonition, and begin to move 
homeward. 

Ther, We need be in no Hurry, Apaſio. My Watch 


tells me, that We have Half an Hour good. Beſides, 


I have ſomething farther to alledge, and from a very 
great Authority, which ſeems directly contrary to your 
Notion. 

Ap. Juſt as You pleaſe, Theron. If You chooſe to 
ſtay, I am all Compliance with your Inclination. And, 
would Truth permit, I ſhould be all Conformity to 
your Opinion. | os 


Ther. You know, who it is that aſks ; Hhat doth the 
LORD require of Thee? And neither of Us need be 
informed, What it is, that the Prophet replies ; De 
Juſtice, love Mercy, and walk humbly with thy GODF. 
But I want to know, what You think of this Paſſage ? 

Ap. I think, it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with your 


Scheme. This Paſſage inculcates Humility. But your 


* Tſai. xi. 9. + Heb. xiii, 8. f Mich. vi. 8. 
Scheme 
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Scheme is the very Reverſe of that amiable Virtue, A 
Self-juſticiary walking humbly with GOD, is little bet. 
ter than a Contradiction in Terms. | 

The LORD has ſaid; Ze ſhall be ſaved by Grace *, 
Your Syſtem replies; “ No, but by our own Sincerity, 
ec and our own Works.” —Ilt is declared in Scripture; 
That the Gift of GOD is eternal Life. It is implied in 
my Friend's Doctrine; That this Happineſs is the Wages 
of our own Repentance and Reformation, —_My «© SON 
« ſhall have all the Glory of a Sinner's Salvation,” is 
the unalterable Decree of the MOST HIGH. « We 
« will have a Share in the Honour,” is the Language 
of your Opinion. Look, how wide therefore the Eaſt 
is from the Weſt! So remote is ſuch a Strain of Teach- 
ing, from the Practice of walking humbly with our 
GOD. | 2 
Ther. But conſider, good Aſpaſio; have I not the 
Prophet's Authority for my Opinion? Are not his Words 
expreſly on my Side? Does He not mention thoſe Du- 
ties of Morality and Piety, as the appointed Method of 
obtaining the divine Favour ? 

App. He mentions, I apprehend, a ſolicitous Enguiry. 
To which He gives a e Anfeer. Then ſub- 
joins à practical Inprouement of the Whole.— The En- 
quiry 1s expreſſed in theſe Words; Wherewithal ſpall I 


* Fh, ii. 5. The Solicitude of the bleſſed Apoſtle, to preſerve 
inviolate the Honours of divine Grace, is, in this Place, very con- 
ſpicuous.— He had told the Ephefrars, that they were, by Nature, the 
Children of Wrath, Worthy of nothing but Indignation and Ven. 

eance.— That all their Privileges and Bleſſings came, not from any 
Goodneſs of their own, but from a GOD sh is rich in Mercy.— 
That they were originally dead in Tre/paſſes and Sins, And what can 
dead Men do, either to obtain or deſerve, heavenly and immortal 
Happineſs ? Sufficient this, One would imagine, to guard againſt the 
Encroachments of ſpiritual Pride, and all Self-glorying whatever. 
But the zealous Writer, to cut off both the Root and Branch of this 
abominable Principle, adds in Verſe the fifth; By Grace, through in- 
finitely free Favour, ye are ſaved. To give the utmoſt Force to his 
Blow, He again — * the ſame Truth, in the very ſame Words; 
By Grace, purely, entirely, excluſive of all Works, are Ye ſaved, 
Ver. 8, 
| | I come 
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come before the LORD, and bow myſelf befere the High 


GOD ? Shall I come before Him with Burnt-offerings, with 
Calves of a Year old? Will the LORD be pleaſed with 
Thouſands of Rams; with ten Thouſands of Rivers of Oil? 
Shall I give my Firſt-born for my Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit 
of my Body for the Sin of my Soul* ? Juſtification is the 
Point in View. How ſhall I obtain Remiſſion of Sin? 
In what Manner ſhall my Tranſgreſſion be expiated? So 
that I may appear with Acceptance-before the righteous 
GOD? | 

To which it is replied ; He hath ſberved Thee, O Man, 
what is good for this important Purpoſe ; namely, the 
MESSIAH; pointed out by all thy Sacrifices , and 
deſcribed in the preceding Chapter. Atonement for 
Sin, and Peace with GOD, are to be made by a bet- 
ter Hand, and in a better Way, than thou propoſeſt. 
HE, Whoſe Outgoings have been from of old, from ever- 
laſting T; HE, who is the Son of the HIGHEST, 
and yet the Seed of Her that travaileth}; HE hath 
undertaken, and will fully execute, this great Office. 

And what doth the LORD thy GOD require of Thee? 
What Temper, what Conduct, what Expreſſions of 
Gratitude, from his People? Who are reconciled thro” 
the Blood of CARIST, and admitted to the Bleſſings 
of the New Covenant $&..-They are to teſtify their 
Thankfulneſs for this unſpeakable Gift, by the Alacrity, 
Uniformity, and Conſtancy of their Obedience. By 
the conſcientious. Diſcharge of every moral, ſocial, and 
religious Duty. Or, by doing Juſtice, loving Mercy, 
and walking humbly with their GOD, 


Mic. vi. 7, 8. 

+ The ceremonial Law was to the 7Jexvs a real Goſpel; which held 
Bld, Death, and Tranſlation of Guilt, before their Eyes continually, 
as the only Way of Salvation. BosToxN's Forrfold State. 

4 Mic. v. 2. Mic. v. 3. a 

Ty G0, is the Phraſe, Which denotes an Intereſt; implies 
an Appropriation; and is the peculiar Language of the Covenant.— 
Thy GOD ; not made ſo by thy humble Walking, but by an Act of 
his wn Grace, previous to any Obedience of thine. According to 
Theron's Principles, the Prophet ſhould rather have ſaid, walk humbly 
(not avith thy GOD, but, that He may be thy GOD, 

It 
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If this be a true. Interpretation of the Text, inſtead 
of eſtabliſhing, it overturns your Cauſe.—But I have 
another Objection to your Method, perhaps, more 
weighty, than the foregoing. 

Ther. Pray, lec me hear it.—-I am not ſo enamoured 
with my Notions, but I can bear to have them cenſured; 
nor ſo attached to my Scheme, but I can relinquiſh it 
for a better. | | 

Aſp. I would illuſtrate my Meaning, by 4 common 
Experiment in Optics. When Objects are viewed in a 
concave Speculum, or in the Hollow of a poliſhed Spoon, 

how do they appear ? 

' © Ther. Inverted. | 

Aſp. Such is my Friend's Syftem of Religion. He 
inverts the Order of the Goſpel. He turns the beauti- 
ful Building upſide down; and lays that for the Founda- 
tion, which ſhould only be Part of the Superſtructure.— 
Not ſo the Apoſtle Paul. He, like a wiſe Maſter-builder 

laces CHRIST as the Foundation-ſtone ; and rears 

is Edifice of practical Godlineſs, on that all-ſupporting 
Baſis.—Examine his Epiſtle to the Romans. Which is 
unqueſtionably the completeſt Model of Doctrine, and 
the.nobleſt Body of Divinity, extant in the World, 

He firſt diſcovers the Depravity of our Nature, and 
the Miſery of. our Condition.—He, then, diſplays the 
Method of our Recovery by CHRIST, and the Blefi- 
ings freely vouchſafed in his Goſpel. —After which, He 
delineates the Offices of Morality, and enforces them 
by the moſt engaging Motives. Motives, drawn from 
the free unbounded Loving-kindneſs of GOD our SA- 
VIOUR, and from the rich invaluable Benefits of his 
Grace ®. CHRIST and his Privileges are the Root. 


From 


* This, I think, is the beſt Platform for an -v21g-/ical Catechiſm, 
The Ruin of Man, occaſioned by Sin—His R-c-wery, effected by 
CHRIST—His Gratitude, to be expreſſed by Way of Obedience.— 
This Plan is carried into Execution by the Palatinate Divines. Who 
have formed upon it, a Summary of catechetical Inſtruction. Than 
which, I have met with nothing of the Kind, more clear and fatis- 
factory; more edifying and animating ; more exactly conſonant to 

9 the 
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From which, Gratitude blooms, as the Flower ; Godli- 
neſs grows, as the Fruit. 2197 

The ſame Order is obſerved by St. Peter, in his very 
_ conciſe, but very accurate Map, of the Way to Hea- 
ven. Elect, according to the Foreknowledge of GOD the 
FATHER, through San#tification of the SPIRIT, un- 
to Obedience, and Sprinkling of the Blood of CHRIST. 
—Firſt, the everlaſting Love and eleCting Grace of the 
FATHER. Who chooſes Us, not becauſe of, but 
unto Obedience. —Then, the enlightening Influence, and 
renewing Agency of the SPIRIT. Who teſtifies of 
CHRIST, and applies his Death to the Soul; purify- 
ing the Heart by Faith. From whence, as from a 
Fountain of living Waters, flow true SanZification, and 
every Act of fihal Obedience, every Kind of real Holi- 
neſs. All which, being partly de fective, and partly pol- 
luted, muſt be ſprinkled with the Blood of 7 ESUS, 
and made acceptable by his dying Oblation. 

Ther. Is this the conſtant Method, in which the ſa- 
cred Writers repreſent the Goſpel Salvation ? Do they 
always obſerve this particular Order, in arranging its 
Doctrines and its Duties? Or, is it not an inſignificant 
Circumſtance, which goes rf, provided We take in 
both ? 

Aſp. To obſerve this Order, I am perſuaded, is no 
inſignificant Circumſtance, It is of great Conſequence, 
both to our Eſtabliſhment and to our Growth in Grace. 
Is it a Matter of Indifference to the Archer, whether 
He ſend the Point, or the Feather of his Arrow fore- 
moſt? Can He, in either Caſe, hit the Mark with equal 
Eaſe, and equal Certainty? 
| believe, You will find, that the ſacred Writers, in 
all their evangelical Diſcourſes, invariably adhere to this 


the benign Spirit of the Goſpel, or better calculated to transform the 
Mind into Holineſs, and the Life into Happineſs. —This Piece the 
Reader may ſee, together with a judicious, and very valuable Expo. 
ſition of it, in the Latin Works of Henricus Altingins, 1 Vol. Quarto. 
Oh, p believe, may be bought for a Trifle, yet are more precious 
tan Gold, 


* 1 Pet. i. 2, 


Vor. I, | T | Order 
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Order. Nay; it took place even under the legal Di. 
penſation.ä— When the LORD GOD publiſhed his 
Law from Mount Sinai; when He wrote it, with his 
own Finger,” on Tables of Stone ; how did He intro. 
duce the Precepts? How enforce their Obſervance ?— 
Let Us attend to the Preamble ; which is the Language 
of Love, and the very Spirit of the Goſpel; I am th: 
LORD thy GOD; who brought thee out of the Land 
of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage. I have al. 
« ready delivered Thee, with a mighty Hand, from 
te the moſt ſordid and inſupportable Slayery, I have 
te promiſed Thee, for thy Poſſeſſion, the delightful 
te Country of Canaan; a goodly Heritage of the Heſts if h 
« Nations f. Nay, I my/e/f am thy Portion; a GOD 


* in Covenant with Thee; engaged, by an inviolable | - 
« Contract, and with the Exertion of all my Attributes ! 
te to do Thee Good. Therefore, keep the Statutes, the E. 
« Judgments, and Ordinances, which I am now going | 
te to eſtabliſh.” Could there be a more winning In- t 
ducement, or a more endearing Obligation, to Obe. : 
dience ? cli 


I might point out the ſame Strain, running through diſt 
the Exhortations of Moſes, and the Songs of David; the 
Sermons of the Prophets, and the Writings of the VI 
Apoſtles. But this I wave, not through an Apprehenſion crib 
of its Difficulty, only from a Fear of Prolixity,—How- bleſ 


ever, You will not think me tedious, if I produce one X. 
more Inſtance, from the great Maſter of our Schoob. yy 
For We Ourſelves were ſome time fooliſh, diſobedient, de- Qua 
ceived, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, living in Malice Sand 
and Envy, hateful and hating one another 4. Here, He md 
ſets before Us a diſmal, but exact Picture, of our de- 1; 
praved and undone Condition. Then He preſents Us ly 
with a delightful View of our Redemption, both in its Wl 'z - 
racious Cauſe, and precious Effects. But, after tat __ 
the Kindneſs and Love of GOD our SAVIOUR toward MM dd 
| | Naty 


* Exod. xx. 2. + Jer, iii. 19. { Tit, iii. 3, 4 
| 6 8, 2 | | | 
55 1 I ' Man herea 
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Man appeared; not by Works of Righteouſneſs, which We 
have done, but according lo his Mercy, He ſaved Us, by 
the Waſhing of Regeneration, and Renewing of the HO LY 
GHOST; which He hath ſhed on Us abundantly, through 
JESUS CHRIST our SAVIOUR; that being juſtified 
by his Grace, We ſhould be made Heirs according to the 
Hope of eternal Liſe.— Having thus provided for our 
Happineſs ; He then promotes our Holineſs. This is 4 
faithful Saying, and theſe Things I will that Thou affirm 
conſtantly, that they wha have believed in GOD, be care- 
ful to maintain good Works : theſe Things are good and pro- 
fitable unto Men. 

I make no Comment“ upon the Paſſage : becauſe I 
hope, You will commit it, as a noble Depoſitum, to 
your Memory. Your own diligent Meditation, ac- 
companied with humble Prayer, will furniſh out the beſt 
Expoſition.— Only I would juſt remark, that the Apoſ- 
tle, . always conſiſtent, always uniform, marſhals his 


Perhaps the Reader will give me Leave, though A/pa/o has de- 
clined the Office, to add a ſhort expg#tory Striture, upon the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed Parts of this very important Paragraph, —I. We have 
the Cauſc of our Redemption; 2 Works of Righteouſneſs, which We 
have done, but the Kindneſs, the Lowe, the Mercy of GOD our SA. 
VIOUR. To theſe, to theſe alone, every Child of Man muſt af. 
cribe, both his Fruition of preſent, and his ExpeRation of future 
Bleſſedneſs. 

II. The EA,; which are— 7uftification ; being juſtified, having our 
dins forgiven, and our Perſons accepted, through the Righteouſneſs 
of CHRIST imputed. All this, without any the leaſt deſerving 
Quality in Us; ſolely by his Grace, and moſt unmerited Goodneſs.— 
dan#tification ; expreſſed, by Ihe Waſhing of Regeneratim. That Waſh- 
ing in the REDEEMER's Blood, which cleanſes the Soul from 
Guilt, as the Waſhing of Water cleanſes the Body from Filth. 
Which reconciles to GOD, gives Peace of Conſcience, and thereby 
lays the Foundation of an univerſal ſpiritual Change. The Renew. 
ng of the HOLY GHOST; whoſe Influences, teſtifying of CHRIST, 
and applying his Merits, intryduce an Improvement into all the Fa. 
culties of the Mind; ſomewhat like that annual Renovation, and ge- 
— Sm le, which the Return of Spring diffuſes over the Face of 

ature. 

III. The End and Canſummatiam of all: that We ſhould be made 
tirs of the heavenly Kingdom; and live, now in the aſſured Hope, 
hereafter in the full Enjoyment, of eternal Life, 


S A Thoughts, 
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Thoughts with his uſual Exactneſs. Good Works are 
not diſbanded; nor yet ſuffered to lead the Yan; but 
made to bring up the Rear *.—When he mentions theſe 
Fruits of the SPIRIT, He mentions them, not ſlightly, 
as Matters of ſmall Moment; but earneſtly, as Affairs 
of great Importance, It is his Deſire and his Charge, 
that all Believers ſhould be careful t; have their Hearts 
upon the Buſineſs ; ſhould uſe their beſt Contrivance, 
and exert their utmoſt Endeavours—not barely to prac- 
tiſe, but to maintain Þ ; to be exemplary, diſtinguiſhed, 
and pre-eminent 1n the Exerciſe of every Virtue, —Be- 
cauſe, this Virtue, and theſe Works, though not the 
Ground of a Reconciliation with GOD, are amiable in 


the Eyes of all, and honourable || to the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion. They are alſo a neceſſary Ingredient in per- i 
ſonal Happineſs, and the apparent Means of ſocial Ce- 
Fulneſs F. [ 
The ſame Order is obſerved by St. John, Rev. xiv. 13. Bleſſed 
are the Dead, which die in the LORD; for they reſt from their La. 
bours, and their Works do follow them. Not go before, to open the 1 
everlaſting Doors, and give them Admittance into the Manfions of te 
Joy. Bit they Hallau them, when admitted. As the Robe, which, 
on a King's Coronation-day, flows from his Shoulders, cannot but R 
accompany Him, whereſoever He goes. It may be pertinent, on the f 
Mention of this Illuſtration, juſt to hint; That, as it is not the Robe U 
of State, which makes the King; ſo neither is it the Practice of Ho- 
lineſs, which makes the Chriſtian, An Union with CHRIST, an M 
Intereſt in his Merits, and the In- dwelling Preſence of his SPIRIT: 7 
theſe, and nothing ſhort of theſe, conſtitute the true Chriſtian, Yet, 7 
as the Royal Robe is an Attendant on Majeſty, and diſtinguiſhes the 
Monarch; ſo, practical Godlineſs is inſeparable from Faith, and of 
adorns the Believer.—Agreeably to this Doctrine, Clemens, the apoſ- — 
tolic Father, ſays ; Ev «ſois aſaboi Hg rxooprbroar os xa. They ſay 
were made Aan righteous, by Faith in CHRIST, They were 40 
adorned inch,, they and their Faith appeared like themſelves, by 0 
abounding in every good Work. Clem. Epiſi. I. ad Corinth. de 
+ Opoiſiguen. This is ſomewhat like that emphatical Expreſſion, * 
which ſo often occurs in the Old Teſtament, ] ãƷr wn Ye al Pu 
obſerve to do ; Ve ſhall be very diligent to fulfil ; Ye ſhall be very exa# anc 
in performing. 57 


t Ilpoiraofac, If the Reader pleaſes, He may ſee this Word more 
eritically explained, pag. 179. in the Note, 


Ka). NEAR, 
K. 5 * ther 
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Ther. This View of the evangelical Plan is, I muſt 
confeſs, new to me; and particularly your Ordonnance 
of the Epiſtle to the Romans. 


Ap. If this be new, perhaps, what I am going” to 
advance, may be ſtrange. We have been talking about 
Acceptance with GOD; and debating, whether our 
own good Works, are the Cauſe of this ineſtimable Bleſſ- 
ing. What will You fay; if We can perform 70 good 
Work, till We are intereſted in CHRIST, and accepted 
by GOD? 

Ther. Say | —That this is razing Foundations. 

Aſp. It is razing the wrong, the Foundation falſely ſo 
called. Which will certainly deceive as Many, as make 
it their Truſt. —And is it not prudent, when We are 
building for Eternity, carefully to examine the Ground ? 
Is it not friendly, to divert a Man from the treacherous 
Sand, and lead Him to the unſhaken Rock ?—For this 
Cauſe I faid it once, and for this Cauſe I ſay it again; 
That We can perform 0 good Work, till We are in- 
tereſted in CHRIST, and accepted of GOD. 

Ther. Produce your Reaſons, Apaſio. And ſtrong 
Reaſons they muſt be, which are forcible enough to 
ſupport ſuch an Opinion. | 

Aſp. The Caſe ſeems to ſpeak for itſelf, How can a 
Man that is evil, do Works that are good ? Would 
You expect to gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of 
Thiftles * And is not this the Character of every Child 
of Adam, till He is engrafted into the true Olive-tree ? 

—But let Us hear what our unerring TEACHER 
lays: As the Branch cannot bear Fruit of itſelf, except it 
abide in the Vine; no more can Te, perform true Obe- 
dience, or be endued with true Sincerity, except Ye abide 
in ne. Nothing can be more expreſs and full to our 
Purpoſe. But that which follows, 1s far more alarming 
and awful to our Conſciences. Fa Man abide not in 
Me, He is caſt forth as a Branch, and is withered; and 


® John xv. 4. 
SJ Alen 
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Men gather them, and caſt them into the Fire, and they 


are burned *,—From which it appears, that the human 


Heart is never actuated by good Tempers ; that the hu. 
man Life can never be productive of good Works ; until 
a Man is united to CHRIST. No more than a Branch 
can bear valuable Fruit, while it continues in a State of 
Separation from the Tree . It appears allo, that Per- 
ſons alienated from CHRIST, are, and all their Per- 
formances tov, like broken, withered, rotten Boughs: fit 
for nothing, but to be committed to the Flames, and 
confumed from the Earth. Both they and their Ac- 
tions, far from being meritorious, are, in the Eſtimate 
of Heaven, worthleſs and deſpicably mean. 

Ther. What! Are all the noble Actions, performed 
by the Advocates for Morality, and Lovers of Virtue, 
worthleſs in themſelves, and deſpicable before the Su- 
preme BEING? Worthleſs and deſpicable (grating 
Words !) only becauſe they are not attended with the 
Peculiarities of your Faith? Can the Wan: of this Little 
Circumſtance, change their Nature, and turn their Gold 
nto Droſs ? 

Aſp. My dear Theron, call not the Circumſtance little, 
It is ſufficient, were your Works more ſplendid than 
Gold, to debaſe them into Tin, into Lead, into Droks. 
—When the poor Shepherd brought You, Yeſterday 
Morning, a Preſent of ſome Wood-flrawberries ; bring- 
ing them as an humble Expreſſion of his Gratitude, they 
were kindly received. But, if He had offered them, as 
a Price for your Houſe, or as the Purchaſe of your E- 
ſtate ; how ſhould You have regarded them, in ſuch a 
Connection? No Words can expreſs the Diſdain, You 


* John xv. 6. 

+ This diſcovers an Error, which is often committed, in our At. 
tempts to inſtruct little Children. What is more common, than 40 
tell them; If they will be good, GOD Almighty will love and ble 
«© them.”'—Whereas, they ſhould rather be informed, That they arc 
« Sinners: but that GON Almighty has given his SON to die fo: 

Sinners: and, if they pray to Him, He will forgire their S115: 
«© will make them holy; make them happy; and bleſs them with 2! 
5 ſpiritual Bleſſings in CHRIST.“ 

8 would 
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would have conceived.—When Barnabas preſented a 
Sum of Money to the Apoſtles, for the Supply of their 
Neceflities, and the Relief of indigent Bchevers * ; it 
was welcome to the Saints, and pleaſing to their GOD. 
But; when Simon the Sorcerer, offered his Gold to Pe- 
ter and John; offering it not from a Principle of Faith, 
but as an Equivalent for the HOLY SPIRIT; not 
in order to teſtify his Thankſulneſs, but rather to play 
the Huckſter with Heaven ; it was rejected with the ut- 
moſt Indignation f. | 

leave my Friend to apply the preceding Inſtances. 
Only let me beg of Him to believe; that if my Words 
are grating, they are extorted by the Foree of Truth. 
If I am obliged to blame, what He ealls good Works; 
it is, as a great Critic blames Eloquence, © with the 


| 8 „Acts iv. 37. 

+ Ads viii. 20. We have much Talk about Simeny and Simoniacal 
Practices. The Cafe, I think, is miſunderſtood, and the Expreſſion 
miſapplied. 

The more refined Species of Simony, is, the Attempt mentioned 
by Aſpaſſo. An Expectation and Endeavour to procure Union with 
CHRIST, the Communication of the SPIRIT, and all heavenly 
Bleſſings, by any Works or any Righteouſneſs of our own. Which, 
confidered in this View, are called by the Prophets, Money and Price, 

The grofer Kinds of Simony, ſeem to be practiſed by a certain 
Court, ſtyled Spiritual, or Eccle/iaftical, Which thunders out Ex- 
communications and Curſes ; debars poor Creatures from religious 
Privileges; and cauſes them to be © buried with the Burial of an 
« Afs;** unleſs they pacify their pious Indignation, by a little filthy 
Lucre, —This is the Language of that ſame ſpiritual Judicature, 
« If Thou wilt lug out a few Crowns or Guineas from thy Purſe, all 
** ſhall be well. Heaven ſhall ſmile, and the Church opens her 
« Arms, Whereas, if Thou art refractory in this Particular; and 
© unwilling, ot unable, to comply with our pecuniary Demands ; 
* Thou art cut off from the Means of Grace, Thou ſhalt no longer 
hear that Word af the Goſpel, by which the Spirit of Faith cometh. 
Nor any more be Partaker of that Sacramental Ordinance, which 
is a Sign and Seal of /}iritzal Benefits. —Is not this a moſt infa- 
mous Traffic, whereby ſacred Things arc bought and ſold? In tlie 
preſent Stare of Aﬀairs, what can be a nearer Approach to the Sin of 
the mereenary Magician: What can be a more indelible Blot On the 
Purity and Diſcipline of any Church? | 

Pudet hac Optrobria Nobis | 
E? dici pate, & non potuiſſe refelli, 
T 4 te Ten- 


— — — 
* 


280 DIALOGUE vi. 


1 Tenderneſs of a Lover.” But my Cenſure falls only 
on. their faulty Origin, and unbecoming Aim. Let them 
ſpring from the Grace of CHRIST, as their Source; 
let them propoſe the Glory of CHRIST, as their End; 
then, inſtead of putting a Sleight upon them, or giving 
them a Bill of Divorce, I would court, careſs, and wed 
them. —W hereas, if neither this End be kept in the View, 
nor that Principle operate in the Heart; I muſt perſiſt, 
in queſtioning the Genuineneſs of. their Character; nay, 
in denying the very Poſſibility of their Exiſtence. There 
may be a Mimickry of holy Actions. But it is Mimickry 
only; empty, as the Combs“ made by thoſe Waſps; 
and unreal, as the Flame that is painted. 


I have an Authority for this Doctrine, which I think, 


You will not offer to controvert. 

Ther. What Authority? 

Aſp. That of our Church. Who declares, in her 
XIIIch Article; « Works done before the Grace of 
« CHRIST, and Inſpiration of his SPIRIT, are 
cc not pleaſing to GOD; foraſmuch as they ſpring not 
« out of Faith in. CHRIST.” —Fatth in FESUS 
CHRIST, purifies the Heart. Till this be done, the 
Heart is polluted ; the Mind and Conſcience are de- 


filed ; nothing, that We have or do, is pure.—lt is 


written; he LORD had Reſpect unto Abel, and to hit 
Offering F. Firſt, unto Abel ; then, unto his Offering. 
The Man muſt be reſtored to Favour, before his Duties 
can be received with Complacency, 

Such a One, You ſay, is honeſt in his Dealings, tem- 
perate in his Enjoyments, charitable to the Poor. Be 
it ſo. Yet, unleſs theſe ſhowy Deeds are referred to the 
Glory of the Supreme JEHOVAH,; unleſs they flow 
from Faith in the crucified JESUS; they are but the 
Carcaſs of Virtue |. They may be Acts of worldly 


Policy, of ſelfiſh Frudence, or Phariſaical Pride. They 


alc 


- * Pacint & Veſpe F. vos. 
+ Tit. i. 15. t Gen. iv. 4. | 
|| This great evangelical Truth, will, probably, be reckoned a ben 
Saying, by the carnal Mind; and may ſeem a foel;y/5 Netior,, to van 
Philoſophy, I beg Leave thereſore, for its better er” and 
met 
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are no religious Service, nor any pleaſing Oblation to 
the LORD Almighty *.—Nay ; inſtead of being Acts 
of Obedience, and Objects of Approbation, they ſtand 
condemned in Scripture, and are Breaches of the Com- 
mandment. 'They ſtand condemned in that Scripture, 
which declares ; Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
GOD f. They are Breaches of that Commandment; 
which requires; Whether Ye eat, or drink, or whatſaever 
Ye de, do all to the Glory of GOD Þ. | 


firmer Eſtabliſhment, to produce ſome of the greateſt Teſtimonies in 
the World. Let Us hear, what the pious Bithop of St. A/aph ſays, 
upon the Subject; what the famous Archbiſhop of Conſtantinople ſaid, 
long before Him ; and what a whole Synod, or a whole Nation of 
Eccleſiaſtics are continually ſaying, in the Homilies of the Church of 
England. 

G I can do no good Works at all, before I be firſt juſtified, My 
% Works cannot be accepted as good, till my Perſon be ſo. Nos 
« can my Perſon be accepted by GOD, till firſt engrafted into 
« CHRIST; before which engrafting into the true Vane, 'tis im- 
&« poſſible I ſhould bring forth good Fruit.” Beveridge's Private 
Thoughts, Artic. 8. 

Eupnotis y wo\Aus %) ex7@- vu Moys Tre E tpyor; helge nora Th 
Qamoperar Hanapmrovres evgnorys aria; (vH beic, eng Ixeuooury 
Tp6orxomT as” aXA tdi gun ew wiso ayalo, Eonxzory 06 py XOUWNTES 
ayabeig, x; Tor Otor T5 evorCerca; ayvorourretc, New avary VEXpWyy, XAAG an 
ö puerorg, aiofnow ot Twy xakwr tx 5x84, Chryſoſt. Tom. vi. 

% Faith giveth Life to the Soul; and they be as mach dead to 
« GOD that lack Faith, as they be to the World, whoſe Bodies 
c lack Souls. Without Faith, all that is done of Us, is but dead 
6 before GOD, although the Work ſeem never ſo gay and glorious 
&«& before Man.”* Hemily on Faith, 

* Might not this Obſervation be made, with great Propriety, in 
our infirmary and other charitable Sermons ? Should not the Audience 
be exhorted to abound in Acts of Benevolence, from a grateful Re- 
gar to the infinitely merciful and condeſcending 7 ESUS ? 2 Cor. 
viii, 9.—Should they not, before all Things, be directed to make fure 
their Intereſt in the REDEEMER's Merits ? That their Perſons 
may find Favour, and their Alms Acceptance, Eph. i. 6. Should 
they not be admoniſhed, that, without this believing Application to 
CHRIST, whatever they do, whatever they give, is worthleſs in the 
Eye of their MAKER, and will be fruitleſs to their own Souls ? 
Heb. xi, 6,—In this Reſpect our S AV IO UR was eminently typified 
by the 7-w/ Altar. On which ever Sacrifice, by whomſoever 
brought, was to be offered. And ſeparate from which 30 Sacrifice, 


however coſtly, could be accepted, Exad. xx. 24. Levit. xvii. 3, 4. 


+ Heb, xi. 6, 1 3 Cor. . 31. 


Ther. 
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Ther. Who can believe this, that conſiders the intrinſic 
Excellency of Virtue and virtuous Actions ? 

Aſp. Who can diſbeheve it, that conſiders the pre- 
ceding Declarations of Scripture ? And obſerves, how 
GOD has confirmed by his Providence, what He has 
declared in his Word. Behold /rael after the Flt, 
They had, what You will reckon greater than Sincerity, 

a Zeal for GOD*. Yet, not being according to Know- 
| ledge, the Knowledge of Juſtification by the Righteouſ- 
neis of CHRIST; it was as if they offered Swine's Fleſh, 
or cut off a Dog's Neck ; affronting and offenſive to 
the HOLY ONE.—Nay; they /erved GOD intenſehy 
and aſſiduouſly; ſerved Him, the Apoſtle affirms, Night 
and Day. Yet, not ſerving Him as Sinners, redeemed 
by CHRIST; but rather as righteous Perſons, who 
would be their own Redeemers ; all their Toll was un— 
acceptable and unprofitable. With all this Parade of 
Services, they were rejected by JEHOVAH, and caſt 
out from his Preſence, © like an abominable Branch,” 

Upon the Whole : Shall We ſubmit to the Determi- 
nation of our eſtabliſhed Church ? Shall We acquieſce 
in the Deciſion of our Divine MASTER? Then We 
muſt acknowledge; That there is no ſuch Thing as a 
good Work, till We are reconciled to GOD ; till our 
Perſons are accepted through CHRIST. — Therefore, to 
repreſent our own Works, as the Means of Reconcilia- 
tion and Acceptance, is both chimerical and abſurd, 
Chimerical, becauſe it builds upon a Phantom; and 
takes for a Reality, what has no Exiſtence. Abſurd, be- 
cauſe it inverts the natural Order of Things; and would 
make the Effect, antecedent to the Cauſe. I might 
add, idolatrous allo ; becauſe it pays to the Performances 
of a Creature, what is reſerved wholly for the Righteouſ- 
neſs of our incarnate GOD, 

Ther. Before We quit this agreeable Retreat, let me 
aſk my Aſpaſio; What He propoſes, by running down 
all thoſe Works, which are the Produce of inward Re- 


ba Rom, X. Zo + Acts xxvi. 7. Er ex]eve:ice, 
ligion, 
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ligion, and eſſential to true Holineſs ? Whoſe Excel- 
lency is diſplayed in the cleareſt, and whoſe Neceſſity is 
urged in the frongef Terms, throughout the whole 
Bible. . 

- Aſp. I am far from running down ſuch Works, as are 
the Produce of inward Religion ; and therefore may be 
juſtly ſtyled, Yorks of Faith, and Labours of Love *.— 
But I would caution my Theron, and I would myſelf 
take care, that our Works be accompanied with thoſe 
Circumſtances, which alone can render them truly good. 
Let them ariſe from Faith, and bear witneſs to Love, or 
elſe We ſhall have Thiftles inſtead of Wheat, and Cockle 
inſtead of Barley F. "£14 

Perform them, in Obedience to a reconciled GOD, 
and out of Gratitude to a reconciling SAVIOUR, 
then they are genuine, they are valuable. Attempt 
them, in order to be accepted by your MAKER, and 
obtain eternal Life, then they are ſpurious, they are 
pernicious. In the former Caſe, they are like a Candle 
ſet on a Candleſtick ; in the latter, they are like a Torch 
placed in the Thatch. 

Ther, In what Reſpects can they be pernicious ? 

Aſp. I will mention two,—We ſhall never be like the 
Church, ao comes up from the Wilderneſs, leaning upon 
ber Beloved t; ſo long as We bolſter up Ourſelves, with 
a Conceit of perſonal Righteouſneſs. This was the 
Error, the fatal Error of the Phariſees. This the 


* Works of Faith, and Labours of Love, 1 Theſſ. i. 3. How finely 
are good Works characterized, in this Place! Though it be only ex 
ſaſunt, tranſiently, or by the bye. And how judiciouſly are the rue 
diſtinguiſhed from the counterfeir * Works, which are done in Faith; 
Works, which proceed from Love ; theſe, and theſe only, the Apoſtle 
lipnifies, are really good. As a ſpacious River, though preſſing for- 
ward to the Ocean, nouriſhes many a fair Plant, and ſuckles many a 
ſweet Flower, by the Way. So the ſacred Writers, though princi- 
pally intent (as here) upon ſome different Point; yet drop incidentally 
ſuch valuable Truths, as chear the Believer's Heart, and make glad 
che City of our GOD. 


+ Job xxxi. 40. . 7» Cant; viih $5 
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Film, which blinded the Eyes of their Mind; and ſealed 
them up, under the Darkneſs of Unbelief. 

Beſides, my dear Theron: If You expect to be ſaved 
by your own Duties, You will be loth to ſee the worſt of 
your Condition, To ſee the worſt of your Condition, 
will be a Dagger to your Hopes, and as Death to your 
Soul. You will therefore be inclined to daub with un- 
tempered Mortar *. Inſtead of acknowledging the deep 
Depravity of your Nature, and the numberleſs _— 
of your Life, You will invent a thouſand Excuſes, to 
palliate your Guilt, And, by this Means, erect a Vall 
of Partition, between your Soul and the Merits of your 
REDEEMER. Which will be a greater Inconve- 
mence, a more deſtructive Evil, than to cut off all Sup- 
ply of Proviſion from an Army encamped, or even to 
intercept the Sun-beams from viſiting the Earth. 

Ther. Now you talk of Armies, I muſt obſerve; 
That, though I have ſcarce been able to keep my 
Ground, in this argumentative Action, I cannot allow 
You the Honour of a Victory. As a Retreat is very 
different from a Rout. | 

Aſp. 1 would alſo remark, that my Friend has changed 
the intended Plan of our Operations. Has almoſt con- 
tinually acted upon the Offenſive. While my Part has 
been only to ſuſtain the Shock. At our next Encoun- 
ter, You may expect to have the Order of Battle re- 
verſed, I fhall dire& my Forces to begin the Charge. 
Put Yourſelf therefore in Readineſs for a briſe Attack. 

They. You act the fair Enemy, Aſpaſio, I muſt con- 
feſs; in thus giving the Alarm, before You make the 
Aſſault. | | 

Ap. This Hoſtility may appear Fairer fill, when I 
affure You, that my Weapons aim not at the Deſtruction 
of your Comfort, or the Demolition of any valuable In- 
tereſt, Only they would be mighty, through GOD, 10 
pull down the Strong-holds of Unbelief ; and bring ever) 


+* Exek, xiii. 10. 


ſelt- 
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ſelf· exalting, every rebellious Thought, captive unto 
CHRIST*. Captive, in a profeſſed Submiſſion to his 
Righteouſneſs, as well as a dutiful Subjection to his 
Commands. And, when ſuch is the Tendency of the 
Campaign, it will be your greateſt Advantage, to loſe the 
Victory f. It will be. better than a Triumph, to ac- 
knowledge Yourſelf vanquiſhed. 


* 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. + Exguy ovs nxy ty Pipes Bratry, wira bs 
up. 


DIA- 


Laos VE. vv 


T HERON, 


* laſt Converſation ended with a Challenge. To 
decline or delay the Acceptance of it, would look 
like Cowardice in me, and be a Piece of Injuſtice to 
You, Aſpaſio. Therefore, I am now ready to give You 
all the Satisfaction, which a Gentleman can demand.— 
Only as the Weather continues hazy, I believe, my Study 
muſt be the Place of Action. 

Aſp. A Challenge! Theron— 

Ther. What, Sir! Do You boggle? Would You eat 
your Words, and play the Poltroon ? 

Aſp. Perhaps, I may have an Inclination to follow the 
Example of a Brother Hero; who ran away from the 
Field of Battle, juſt as his Comrades were advancing to 
charge the Enemy. And when called to an Account 
for his Behaviour, right worthily alledged ; That his Re- 
treat * proceeded not from any Timidity of Mind ; no, 
but from a Concern for the public Good. * For quoth 
« He, if they had knocked my Brains out to-day, how 
ce ſhould I have been able to fight for my Country to- 
% morrow ?” 


* Retreat—Bengelius thinks, there is ſuch an Air of Self. adulation, 
and vain Pretence, in the Word uſed by the unclean Spirit, Matt. xii. 
44. EZnabor, exivi, Sic boguitur, quaſi non ejectum. Vide Superbian ! 
He ſays not, I was cat out, but I came cut. He could not brook the 
former Expreſſion. His Pride was too great to confeſs the Truth, or 
to © declare the Thing as it is.“ 

You 
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You ſmile, Theron, at my doughty Warrior, and his 
ſage Maxim. But, fince You have glanced at a certain 
modiſh Cuſtom, give me Leave very ſeriouſly to aſſure 
You; that, if the Affair was to be determined by Sword 
and Piſtol, I ſhould reckon ſuch a Conduct, a reſolute 
Refuſal at leaſt, not at all unmanly, but the truly wiſe 
and gallant Behaviour. For ſurely, it can never be an 
Inſtance of Wiſdom, to hazard my Life, at the mere 
Caprice of a turbulent Ruffian ; who is a Stranger to all 
the Principles of Humanity and Generoſity, but a Slave, 
an abandoned Slave, to his own ungovernable Paſſions. 
—Surely, it can never be an Act of real Bravery, to 
expoſe my Perſon ; becauſe ſome fool-hardy Practitioner 
in the Fenceing-ſchool, is deſperate enough to riſk his. 
The Gentleman, the true Gentleman, ſhould exert a 
becoming Dignity of Spirit; and ſcorn to ſet his Wel- 
fare on a Level, with that of an inconſiderate and bar- 
barous Bully “. 

Ther. But Honour, my Aſpafio, Honour is at ſtake. 
Better to loſe our Life, than forfeit our Reputation. 
Better to be 1n a Grave, than to be the Jeſt of every 
Coffee-houſe; and perhaps pointed at, as We pals the 
Streets, for mean- ſpirited, ſneaking, or, as the Gentle- 
men of the Sword ſo elegantly ſpeak, white livered Ani- 
mals. 

Aſp. Forfeit our Reputation! Amongſt whom, I be- 
ſcech You ?—A few rath and precipitate Creatures: The 
Pupils of La Mancha's Knight: The Sons of Chimera f 


* Aſpaſio calls the Perſon who gives the Challenge, a Bully. And 
ſuch, notwithſtanding all the Maxims of fantaſtical and falſe Honour, 
He will certainly be found, when tried at the Bar of Reaſon or Juftice. 
For, if the moſt impetuous, irrational, and brutal Barbarity is allowed 
to conſtitute a Bully, He has an indiſputable Title to the Character; 
who, on account of a mere Punctilio, or ſome {light Affront, would 
deſtroy a Life, which might be of Service to Sci - might be a Bleſ. 
ling to various Relative and is intimately connected with a bliſsful 
or miſerable Inmortality. 

+ This Kind of Gentry are ſtyled—in a Book, with which they 
tare little or no Acquaintance ; but whoſe Maxims will be had in 
Reverence, when their Names are loſt in Oblivion. 122 The Sons 
Lafer, or The Children of Niiſe, Jer. xlviii. 45. 


and 
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and Cruelty. Who, by aſſociating the Notion of Coy. 
ardice, with the Practice of forgiving Injuries ; have at. 
tempted to bring into Diſrepute, the moſt-generous At 
of the human Mind. Whoſe Principles are, I ſay not, 
a Departure from the Precepts of Religion, but a Dil. 
grace to Reaſon, and the Reproach of common Senſe, 
Whoſe Applauſe, therefore, is Infamy ; and their De. 
traction the higheſt Praiſe they can beſtow. 

From every judicious and worthy Perſon, your Con. 
duct will be ſure to gain Approbation, and your Cha- 
rafter Eſteem. When Cæſar received a Challenge from 
Antony, to engage Him in ſingle Combat, He very 
calmly anſwered the Bearer of the Meſſage ; F Antony 
is weary of Life, tell Him, there are other Ways to Death, 
befides the Point of my Sword. Who ever deemed this, 
a mean-ſpirited or ſneaking Behaviour? All Ages have 
admired it, as the Reſolution of a diſcreet and gallant 
Man: who was ſenſible of his own Importance, and 
knew how to treat the petulant and revengeful Humour 
of a diſcontented Adverſary with its deſerved Contempt, 

Barely to loſe our Life, is the ſmalleſt of thoſe Evils, 
which attend this miſchievous Practice. It is pregnant 
with a long, an almoſt endleſs Train of diſaſtrous Con- 
ſequences to Parents, Wives, Children, Friends, Aſſo- 
ciates, and the Community.—-lt is an infallible Expe- 
dient, to be deprived of the Favour of the infinite GOD, 
and to be excluded from the Joys of his eternal King- 
dom.—It is the ready Way, to become an Object of 
Abhorrence to the Angels of Light; and be made the 


Laughing-ſtock of Devils, in their Dungeons of Darkneſs*, 
Shame, 


* « Let me tell You with Confidence,“ (ſays an excellent Perſon, 
addreſſing Himſelf to one of theſe unhappy Deſperados) © that all 
« Duels, or fingle Combats, are murderous ; blanch them over (how 
& You liſt) with Names of Honour, and honeſt Pretences, their Uſe 
cc js ſinful, and their Nature deviliſh.”” See the ſelect Works of Biſhop 
Hall, in one Volume, Fol. pag. 526. Where the Reader will find a 
happy Mixture of true Oratory, and ſound Divinity; a rich Vein of 
Fancy, and a ſweet Spirit of Piety ; Contemplations upon the Hiſtories 


of Scripture (which, I think, are our Prelate's Maſter- piece) almoſt as 
| entertains 
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Shame, everlaſting Shame, Hall be the Reward of ſuch 
Gallantry, the Promotion of ſuch Fools *. 

Ther. With regard to this Point, I am entirely of 
your Opinion, Apaſio; however I may differ in other 
Particulars. | 

Ap. Say You ſo, Theron! Would You. then tamely 
ſubmit to Affronts, Inſults, and Afaults ? 

Ther. As to the trifling Affronts of a peeviſh incon- 
tinent Tongue, I would treat them with a ſuperior Scorn. 
When thus treated, they are ſure to recoil, with the 
keeneſt Edge, and ſcvereſt Weight, upon the impotent 
Malice which offers them. The Wretch ſhould ſee, 
that I could pity his Miſery, and ſmile at his Folly.— 
But with regard to Aſſaults, eſpecially thoſe of a capital 
Nature, the Caſe is otherwiſe. Should any one offer 
Violence to my Perſon, it is at his Peril. He would 
find, and perhaps to his Smart, | 


Et Nos Tela Manu, Ferrumque haud debile Dextrd 
Spargimus, & naſtro ſequitur de Vulnere Sanguis f. 


Here, the fundamental and everlaſting Law of Self-pre- 
ſervation calls upon Us to play the Man. And I am 
ſure, Chriſtianity does not require Us, to yield our 
Throats to the Knife, or open our Breaſts to the Dagger. 

But to retire—to deliberate—to fit down—and indite 
a formal Challenge—ſeems to me altogether as ſavage 
and iniquitous, as to aſſault on the Highway. He that 
demands my Money on the Road, or extorts it by an 
incendiary Letter, or decoys me into the Snare by a forged 
and counterfeit Note ; is ſtigmatized for a Villain; is 
abhorred by every Perſon of Integrity ; and, when de- 
tected, is rewarded with a Halter. Why ſhould We 
reckon the Head-ſtrong Bravo 1% injurious ? Who 


entertaining and inflrudtive, as the Subjects illuſtrated are important and 
wonderful, —Notwithſtanding a few ſtiff or antique Phraſes, I cannot 
but eſteem the Works of this Author, among the moſt valuable Com- 
politions extant in our Language. 

* Prov, iii. 35. + Vine, 
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makes his Attempt upon my very Life ; and thirſts, with 
inſatiable Fury, for my Blood? 

Aſp. He allows You a fair Chance; it is ſaid. ; 

Ther. A Chance! Of what ?—Either of falling a Sa. 
crifice to his Rage, or of imbruing my Hands in his 
Blood. Which is neither more nor leſs, than reducing 
me to a Neceſſity, of launching into Damnation myſelf, 
or of tranſmitting a Fellow-creature to eternal Ven- 
geance.— And is this an Extenuation ? This a mitigating 
Circumſtance ? It really proves the Practice fo inexcu- 
ſably wicked, that nothing can be pleaded in its Defence, 
The very Argument, uſed to juſtify the horrid Deed, 
inflames its Guilt and aggravates its Malignity. 

'Tis Pity, but the legiſlative Authority would inter- 
poſe, for the Suppreſſion of ſuch a flagrant Wrong to | 
Society, and ſuch a notorious Violation of our benign 
Religion. Why ſhould not the Laws declare it Felom, 
to make the firſt Overture for a Duel ? Since it is always 
more heinous, and frequently more pernicious. It is 
always Murder in the Intention, and frequently iſſues in 
double Deſtruction: the One, inflicted by the Stab of 
Violence; the Other, executed by the Sword of Juſtice, 

Might it not, at leaſt, be branded with ſome Mark of 
public Infamy, or ſubjected to a ſevere pecuniary Muli! 
So that a Gentleman of Spirit and Temper might haye 
it in his Power to return the Compliment of a challeng- 
ing Letter with ſome ſuch Anſwer ; 


« FIR, 

« However meanly You may think of Your Life, l 
© ſet too high a Value upon mine, to expoſe it as a Mark 
© for undiſciplined and outrageous Paſſions, — Neither 
de have I fo totally renounced all that is humane, bene- 
« volent, or amiable, as to draw my Sword for your 
« Deſtruction, becauſe You have FiksT been overcome 
« by precipitate and unreaſonable Reſentment,—You 
ce have given me an Opportunity of acting the Gentle- 
ce man and the Chriſtian, And this Challenge I accept, 
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ct a a Note under your Hand for five hundred Pounds “; 
« which will very ſoon be demanded, according to 


ec Law, by 
1 
Your, Sc.“ 


Aſp. But to reſume the proper Subject the Nature 
of our Engagement. Which I now recollect, and which 
was explained, when I ventured to give, what You call 
the Challenge. As it is not my Theron, but the Obſta- 
cles of his Faith, and the Enemies of his Felicity, which 
| am to encounter; perhaps, I ſhall have Courage to 
ſtand my Ground. And, inſtead of violating all the Ob- 
ligations of Equity, Honeſty, and Conſcience, I ſhall 
certainly evidence my Love to my Friend; nay poſſibly 
promote his trueſt Good, | 

Ther. I don't ſee, how this can be effected, by your 
late Attempt. You attempted to run down all Works 
of Righteouſneſs, as abſolutely unable to find Accept- 
ance with GOD, and equally inſufficient to recommend 
Us to his Favour. —It is for the Credit of theſe, which 
Aſpaſio has depreciated, that I enter the Liſts. _ 

Aſp. I attempted to prove, That no human Works 
ſhould pretend to the Honour of juſtifying Us, either in 
Whole, or in Part. Becauſe—this would be an Uſurpa- 
tion of the RE DEE ME R's Office this would over- 
throw the Goſpel- method of Juſtification, which is by 
imputing Righteouſneſs without Works this, inſtead of 


* Might not the Refuſer of a Challenge be dignified with ſome 
honorary Diſtinction, reſembling the Civic Crown among the antient 
Romans ? Since, by his cool and temperate Bravery, He ſaves one Life 
from the Sword, another from the Halter. Was ſome honorary Diſ- 
tinction on the one hand, united to a pecuniary Forfeiture on the 
other, I cannot but think, they would prove an effectual Method to 
deck the Progreſs of this deſtructive Evil, It would break the Teeth 
of Malice with her own Weapons, and turn the Artillery of Revenge 
won Herſelf, Thoſe deteſtable Paſſions would be loth to indulge 
themſelves in this horrid Manner, if it was made the ſure Way to 
able and enrich the Object of their Rage.—N. B. The Civic Crown 
vas an Ornament aſſigned to thoſe Soldiers, who had in Battle reſcued 
fellow. citizen from impending Death. + Rom. iv. 6. 

U 2 excluding, 
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excluding, would introduce Boaſting. And oppoſe, if 
not defeat, the grand Deſign of JEHOVAH, in the 
Salvation of Sinners; which is, to diſplay the infinite 
Riches of his Grace. 

When any Works are attended with ſuch Circum. 
ſtances, I cannot but wonder, to hear them called Works 
of Righteouſneſs. I am at a Loſs to coneeive, how 
they can themſelves be acceptable; much more, hoy 
they can recommend a Tranſgreſſor to the Favour of 
GOD. Nay, I hear our divine MAS TER poſitively 
and peremptorily declaring, that they are, not good, bur 
evil. The World hateth me, becauſe I teſtify of it, that the 
Works therenf are evil“. 

Ther. The World—this is, the Gentile World, or the 
wicked World; which was abandoned to Licentiouſnek } 
and groſs Immorality. Making no Scruple to indulge 
Luſt or Revenge; committing Adultery or Injuſtice, or 
whatever gratificd a vicious Inclination. 

App. And can You think, that the SON of the moſt | 
high GOD, ſhould be ſent from the Heaven of Hea- 
vens, only to tell People that Revenge and Adultery are 
evil? Or does the World hate a Perſon, for inveighing 
againſt Licentiouſneſs and groſs Immorality ? No, The- 


ron: the Works, againſt which our LORD teſtified; l 
the Works, which He cenſured as evil; were the ven f 

beſt Deeds both of Jews and Gentiles. Thoſe, for which 
they approved and valued themſelves; in which they p 
gloried, and on which they truſted. This Teſtimony, t 
bearing ſo hard upon all human Excellency, affronted U 
their Pride, and inflamed their Reſentment ; as it ſeems © 
to have enkindled a little Warmth in my Friend's it 
Temper. 01 
However, as You apprehend ſome Injury done to the 1; 
Credit of human Works, let Us, as We lately promiſed, pi 
give the Matter a fair Hearing. What is the Standard, Wl N 
to which theſe Works of Righteouſneſs muſt be con- P. 
ſu 


* John vu. 7. od 
Orin 
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formed ; and by which their Sufficiency may be deter- 
mined ? | 

Ther. The moral Law, doubtleſs; I know no other 
Standard of Righteouſneſs, nor any other Way of be- 
coming righteous, 

Aſp. You will, I hope, ere long, be acquainted with 
another Way. You will know, what that meaneth, 
which is ſpoken by the Apoſtle ; / ith the Heart Man 
BELIEVETH UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS ®,—At preſent, I 
agree to your Propoſal. We will join iſſue on this 
Footing ; and try the Merits of our Cauſe, before the 
Tribunal of the Law. Yourſelf ſhall be the Judge. I 
will only aſk your Opinion, and refer myſclf to your 
Deciſion. —Y ou ſee, I am ſoon weary of the military 
Style. I had obtruded myſelf on a Part, which I was 
not qualified to act; and now reſume a more becoming 
Character. 

Ther. If You place me on the Bench, I ſhall allow 
of no ſuch Digreſſions ; but ſhall keep You cloſe ta the 
Subject. 

Ap. Has your Lordſhip then conſidered the Nature 
of the divine Law, and the Extent of its Obligations ? 

Ther. It obliges all Perſons, and comprizes the hole 
Duty of Mankind. It forbids all Immorality, and en · 
joins every Virtue.—Are not theſe your Sentiments ? 

Aſp. They are, when ſomewhat enlarged, —The Em- 
pire of the Law, as prohibitory of Evil, extends both ro 
the outward and inward Man. It takes cognizance of 
the Actions. It judges every Word. All the Opera- 
tions, and all the Diſpoſitions of the Soul, come under 
its ſacred Juriſdiction. It is indeed a Diſcerner, not 
only of the working Thoughts, but alſo of the dawning 
Intentions; and arraigns them both as its awful Bar. 7: 


prerces even to the dividing aſunder of the Soul and Spirit f. 


Not the inmoſt Receſſes of the Breaſt, are too deep for its 
Penetration; nor all the Artifices of the deceitful Heart, too 


ſubtle for its Detection. Other Laws forbid the unclean 


+ Heb, iv. 12, 
U 3 Act; 


* Rom. x. 10. 
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Act; this condemns the wanton Eye, and irregular De. 
fire, Other Laws puniſh the injurious Deed ; 7his paſſes 
Sentence on the unguarded Sallies of Paſſion, and the 
moſt ſecret Emotions of Reſentment. So eminently 
true is that Remark of the P/almiſt, Thy Commandment; 
are exceeding broad /—Tell me now, Theron, has your 
Obedience been commenſurate with this extenſive Plat- 
form of Duty ? 

Ther. If the Law be ſo very extenſive— 

Aſp. Nay, my Friend, You cannot ſuſpect, that J have 
ſtretched, to an undue Extent, the Obligations of the 
divine Law. Since this Interpretation 1s eſtabliſhed by 
an Authority, too great to be controverted ; oo clear to 
be miſunderſtood ; even by the Authority of CHRIST 
Himſelf. Whoſe Sermon upon the Mount, is a pro. 
feſſed Expoſition of the Commandments ; and main- 
tains, in the moſt explicit Manner, all that I have ad- 
vanced.—So that, if our LOR D's Expoſition is juſt, 
it will be neither raſh, nor uncharitable to ſay ; There is 
not a Man upon Earth, but has broke them all. 

Ther. Are We all Idolaters then? All Adulterers? 
All Murderers ? Shocking to imagine! 

Aſp. It is ſhocking, I confeſs But how much more 
ſhocking to true Religion, and to common Senſe, if 
ſuch Delinquents expect Juſtification by their own 
Deeds ? 

Ther. This is no Proof of your Aſſertion, my good 
Friend. 

Ap. To be fond of Gold; to be enamoured with the 
World; to love any Creature more than the ever: bleſſed 
CREATOR; are Inſtances of Idolatry , not quite fo 
groſs, bur altogether as real, as to ſet up Idols in our 
Temples, or pay Acts of Adoration to ſenſeleſs Ima- 
ges. Have You always been free from this Apoſftacy of 
the Aßectious? 

Our infallible TEACHER has informed Us, That 
unreaſonable Anger, contemptuous Language, and ma- 


* Pſal, cxix, 96, + Col, iii. 5. Phil, iii. 19. 
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levolent Wiſhes “, are each a Species of Murder; and 
not many Removes from the Aſſaſſin's deadly Stab, 
Have You been always meek, always benevolent, and 
never chargeable with this mental Homicide ? 

We are farther aſſured, That the Indulgence of inordi- 
nate Deſire is, in the impartialEſtimate of Heaven, as the 
Commiſſion of the impure Deed . And evil Concupi- 
ſcence of every Kind, violates that ſacred Precept, Thou 
ſhalt not covet T. Has your Will been invariably upright, 
and warped with no irregular Inclination ? Are You wholly 
unpolluted with this Adultery of the Heart ? 


Matt. v. 22. + Matt. v. 28. 

1 Rom. vii. 7. Aſpaſis's Obſervation brings to my Remembrance a 
remarkable Iucident; which, as it is quite pertinent to our Purpoſe, the 
Reader will allow me to relate. It paſſed between a Friend of mine, 
and a certain ingenious Stranger, into whoſe Company He happened 
to fall, — The Gentleman was extolling, at a laviſh Rate, the Virtue of 
Hmeſty : what a Dignity it imparted to our Nature! How it recom. 
mended Us to the Supreme BEING! He confirmed all by a celebrated 
Line from Mr. Pope, 


An honeſt Man's the nobleft Work of GOD, 


Sir, replied my Friend, however excellent the Virtue of Honeſty may 
be, I fear, there are very few Men in the World, that really poſſeſs it. 
—You ſurpriſe me! ſaid the Stranger. —Ignorant as I am of your 
Character, Sir, I fanſy, it would be no difficult Matter, to prove even 
Yau a diſhoneſt Man,—I defy You. —Will You give me leave then, 
to aſk You a Queſtion or two; and promiſe not to be offended ? 
—Aſk your Queſtions, and welcome. Have you never met with an 
Opportunity of getting Gain by ſome anfair Means ?—The Gentle. 
man pauſed.— I don't aſk, Whether You made ½ of, but whether You 
have met with, ſuch Opportunity? I, for my Part, have; and, I be- 
lieve, every Body elſe has. Very probably I may.—How did You 
feel your Mind affected, on ſuch an Occaſion? Had You zo ſecret 
Defire, not the lea Inclination, to ſeize the Advantage which offered? 
Tell me, without any Evaſion, and conſiſtently with the Character You 
admire, —I muſt acknowledge, I have not always been abſolutely free 
from every irregular Iuclination, but Hold, Sir; none of your Sal vos. 
You have confeſſed enough. If You had the Deſire, though You 
never proceeded to the Action, this ſhews You was diſhoneſt in Heart. 
This is what the Scripture calls Conca piſceuce. It defiles the Soul. It 
is a Breach of that Law, which. requireth Truth in the inner Parts, 
And, unleſs You are pardoned through the Blood of CHRIST, will 
be a juſt Ground of your Condemnation, alen GOD Hall judge the 


Secrets of Men, 


U 4 I wait 
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I wait not for a Reply. I have often heard You plead 
Guilty to all—yes, to all and every of theſe Charges re. 
ſpectively. 

Ther. Where, and when, Aſpaſio ? 

Aßp. In the moſt venerable Place, and on the moſt 
ſolemn Occaſion. And not You only, but a whole 
Multitude of ſelf- condemned Criminals. —Our Church, 
You know, has engrafted the Decalogue into her public 
Service; and taught all her Members to anſwer, after 
the Repetition of each Commandment; LORD, have 
Mercy upon Us, and incline our Hearts to keep this Law, 
Is there any Senſe in theſe Words? Or have We any 
Meaning, when we utter them? If We have, ſurely 
they muſt imply an Acknowledgment of Diſobedience 
in every Particular. —The Criminal arraigned at the Bar, 
never falls on his Knees and craves Forgiveneſs, till He 
either confeſſes or is convicted. This then muſt be the 
Purport of our Reſponſe. © We are verily guilty con- 
te cerning this Thing. And we humbly implore both 
ce pardoning Mercy for the paſt, and ſtrengthening 
Grace for the future.“ 

Give me Leave to urge my Queſtion a little farther. 
Is there a ſingle Day, in which You have not tranſ- 

reſſed, ſome Way or other, this ſacred Rule? 

Ther. If the Law of GOD will diſpenſe with no De- 
viation, not even in the firſt Starts of Thought—But 
ſurely to affirm this, is to extend the Law beyond all 
reaſonable Bounds. The Motions of evil Deſire, if 
indulged, are undoubtedly criminal. But are they allo, 
when reſtrained, Breaches of Duty ? I ſhould rather ima- 
gine, that ſuch Temptations are thrown in our Way, for 
the Trial of our Obedience. Which, had they no 
Power over our Affections, would not be Trials; and, 
when they are refolutely withſtood, cannot be Faults, 

Aſp. What was the Judgment of our Reformers? And 
what is the Voice of our Church ? We may find both 

in the Ninth Article, © Although there is no Condem- 
* nation for them that believe and are baptiſed, yet the 
* Apoſtle doth confeſs, That Concupiſcence and = 

+ 6c nat 
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« hath of itſelf the Nature of Sin.” It is not ſaid, 
Concupiſcence hath hen only the Nature of Sin, when 
it is ripened into Action; but of 7ſelf, and before it 
breaks out into the Commiſſion of Iniquity. Of itſelf 
it is contrary to the pure Nature, and therefore cannot 
but be condemned by the perfect Law of GOD. 

Ther. This I can truly plead in my own Behalf; 
That it has not been cuſtomary with me to offend ; at 
leaſt not preſumptuouſily, or of deliberate Wickedneſs. 

Aſp. My dear Theron, do not offer to palliate your 
Guilt. Such an Opiate may ſtupify, but will not cure: 
or rather, like Opiates ill prepared, it will intoxicate 
the Mind, and counteract the Operation of every healing 
Medicine.—Beſides, it is not only pernicious, but falſe 
and unreaſonable. You know the Uſe of that ſolar 
Microſcope, and are able to inform me of its Effects. 

Ther. I ought to be pretty well acquainted with theſe 
Experiments ; ſince it has long been my favourite Di- 
verſion, to employ a few ſpare Hours in ſuch agreeable 
Speculations. 

Aſp. You have ſeen the Body of an Inſect, accom- 
modated to the ſurpriſing Inſtrument. When, in this 
Situation, the Animal was pricked by a very fine Needle; 
your Eye, your naked Eye, juſt perceived the Punchure; 
and diſcovered, perhaps, a Speck of Moiſture oozing 
from the Orifice. But, in what Manner were they re- 
preſented, by the magnifying Inſtrument ? 

Ther. The Puncture was widened into a fright ful 
Gaſh, The Speck of Moiſture ſwelled into a copiu us 
Stream ; and flowed, like a Torrent from the gap ing 
Wound, An Ox, under the ſacrificing Knife, ſca rce 
looks more bulky, or bleeds more largely. 

Aſp. Don't You apprehend my Deſign ?—If je, 
ſhort-ſighted Mortals, and almoſt blinded with 8 elf- 
love; it We cannot but be ſenſible of our Faults; how 
flagrant muſt they appear, in what enormous Ma 2ni- 
tudes, and with what aggravating Circumſtances, u) an 
Eye perfectly pure, and infinitely penetrating ? 


Inſ read 
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Inſtead of attempting to extenuate our Offences, let 
Us make ſome ſuch improving Refleftions.—< If this 
« holy Law, which prohibits the minuteſt Failure, form 
e the Indictment; if this all-diſcerning GOD, who 
« ſifts our Conduct even to the ſmalleſt Defect, be the 
« Judge; and our perſonal Goodneſs, which abounds 
ce with Imperfections, the Plea ; what can We expect, 
© at that deciſive Hour, when the LORD ſhall 1) 
« Judgment to the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plum- 
© met * *—Surely this Conſideration ſhould incline Us, 
e to adopt the wile and ardent Wiſh of the Apoſtle; 
« That We may now, in this our Day, win CHRIST, 
* and, at the laſt tremendous Audit, be found in Him, 
not having our own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, 
66 for the Foundation of our Hopes, but the Righteouſneſs 
ce which is of GOD by Faith in FESUS CHRIST f.“ 


Conſider the Law in its nobler Capacity, as enjoining 
whatever is excellent, Can you hope, Theron, to be 
juſtified by it, if You fall ſhort of its Demands, not 
barely in a few Inſtances, but in every Action of your 
Life, and every Temper of your Heart ? 

Ther. Such a Hope, cheriſhed amidſt ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, would be fallacious and abſurd. — But I truſt, 
am not ſo very faulty, or rather ſo entirely abandoned, 
as your Interrogatory ſuppoſes. 

Aſp. Have You duly examined the Spirituality of the 
divine Law ?—It is ſtyled, an incorruptible Picture of 
the High and Holy ONE, that inhabiteth Eternity. 
It is, doubtleſs, a Copy of his abſolute Rectitude and 
ſupreme Perfection. It is a bright Repreſentation of 
his mot pure Nature, and a beautiful Delineation of his 
moſ Holy Will.—It not only preſcribes the external Du- 
ties of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, but calls for the moſt 
upright Imaginations and devout Affections.— Nay, it 
inſiſts upon the Exerciſe of every Virtue, and that in 
the higheft Degree. Love to GOD, without the leaſt 


* Tſai, xxviii. 17. + Phil, iii. 8, 9. 
Luke- 
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Lukewarmneſs ; and Love to our Neighbour, without 
any Unkindneſs ; a Sanctity of Defire, that knows no 
Stain; and an Integrity of Behaviour, that includes 
whatever. is Holy, juft, and good. —In ſhort, it requires 
Us to be perfect, even as our FATHER which is in 
Heaven is perfect“. 

Do any of your Actions come up to this exalted Stan- 
dard? Are any of your Graces thus refined? 

Ther. Am I then abſolutely an Inſolvent, before the 
oreat LORD of the Univerſe? Have I no Lamb in 
my Fold that is without a Blemiſh? Nothing in my 
Life, nothing in my Heart, but what is defective and 
defiled ? 

Aſp. Indeed, my Friend, this is not your Condition 
alone, but the Condition of the moſt irreproachable Per- 
ſon on Earth. There is None perfect, in any Character, 
or in any Work, no not one. None that obeys the di- 
vine Law, invariably and completely. And, before the 
Tribunal of GOD, nothing paſſes for Righteouſneſs, 
but a complete and abſolute Obedience, 

Caſt your Eye upon the Names, which are ſubjoined 
to thoſe beautiful Prints. How elegant 1s the Engrav- 


ing! How accurate are the Letters! The Strokes moſt 


delicately fine! Their Shape moſt exactly true Let 
me aſk You to tranſcribe them with your Pen; and make 
the Copy equal to the Original. Preſerve all the noble 
Boldneſs of the Roman Stamp, and all the graceful Soft- 
neſs of the Talian Touch. What? Could You not exe- 


Matt. v. 48. Our LORD, having explained ſeveral Command. 
ments of the Law, ſums up the Whole, and gives Us the Spirit of all, 
in this moſt refined Precept; Be Ye perfe# even, &c. If the Reader 
pleaſes to take this Paſſage into Conſideration, He will have a more 
ſatisfactory Anſwer to Theron's Objection, concerning the fr/# Motions 
of evil Deſire ; more ſatisfactory I mean, than was ſuggeſted in the 
preceding Pages, There, the Reply turned upon human Teſtimony ; 
Here, it reſts upon divine Authority. 

I hope the candid Reader will, on other Occaſions, remember this 
Obſervation, And if, at any Time, the Aron ge Reaſons are not im- 
mediately aſſigned; let Him ſuppoſe it poſſible, that they are omitted 
in one Place, only to be introduced and urged, perhaps with greater 
Advantage in another. 


Pleraque differet, & præſens in Tempus omittet, Honk. 
cute 
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cute this Taſk, even in your preſent unimpaired Health, 
and with the Exertion of all your Skill ? How miſerably 
then muſt You fall ſhort, if your Eyes were dim with 
Age; if your Hands ſhook with a paralytic Diſorder ; 
and your Underſtanding was oppreſſed with a lethargic 
Dulneſs ?—Such 1s really the Caſe with regard to all the 
Children of Men. Our Nature is depraved ; our moral 
Abilities are enervated ; and our intelle&ual Faculties 
clouded. And can We, in ſuch a State of Impotence, 
tranſcribe that facred Syſtem, which is the very Image 
of GO D—tranſcribe it into our Tempers, and render it 
legible in our Lives, without diminiſhing one Jot or 
Title of its perfect Purity? 

Ther. Though I fall ſhort, there are Chriſtians of a 
much higher Claſs. Chriſtians, I don't doubt, who 
have theſe Laws written on their Hearts; all whoſe 
Tempers are caſt into this heavenly Mould. Nor am 
I myſelf without Hopes of making more conſiderable Ad- 
vances in Holineſs. 

Aſo: May your Hopes be quickened into vigorous 
Endeavours ! And your Endeavours be crowned with 
abundant Succeſs !—What You ſuppoſe, concerning 
very eminent Chriſtians, I cannot wholly admit, neither 
do I wholly deny. They may have all their Tempers 
caſt into the heavenly Mould : but then, they are con- 
formed to the ſacred Pattern, only in Part, There is 
a Reſemblance ; yet not ſuch as that clear and ſtead 
Mirror (pointing to a fine Glaſs over the e 
exhibits ; but ſuch as ſome turbulent and muddy Stream 
reflects. If the Breaſts of theſe eminent Chriſtians were 
formed on the Model of Druſus's * Houſe; I verily 
think, You would have a lower Opinion of their Acqui- 
ſitions in Virtue. 


* When Denſim, a noble Reman, was deliberating upon a Model 
for his new Houſe ; the Architect offered to build it in ſuch a Taſte, 
that no Eye ſhould overlook any of his Rooms.,—<* You quite mil- 
« take my Inclin ation, ſaid Druſus. © I am for the very Re- 
« yerſe of your Plan, I would have my Houſe ſo contrived, that 
every Paſſenger may ſee, whatever is tranſacted within.“ 5 

| ; David, 
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David, whom GOD himſelf dignifies with the moſt 
exalted of all Characters, and ſtyles a Man after bis own 
Heart * ; who, to a moſt inflamed Love, added a moſt 
accurate Knowledge, of the divine Teſtimonies ; was 
deeply ſenſible of the Truth, I would inculcate. After 
an attentive Contemplation of the Sublimity, the Ex- 
tent, the Sanctity of thoſe heavenly Inſtitutes, He breaks 
out into this humbling Exclamation; Mo can tell, 
« bow oft He cffendeth F ? Was the moſt vigilant Con- 
« duct, or the moſt purified Soul, examined by this 
ce conſummate Rule; innumerable would be found the 
« Slips of the former, and glaring would the Failures 
« of the latter appear.” of 

Ther. I cannot ſee the Reaſon, for degrading human 
Nature, to ſuch an extravagant Degree ; and ranking 
human Works among the Refuſe of Things. | 

Aſp. Do You aſk the Reaſon of this Remonſtrance ? 
It is to preſerve Us from the miſchievous Error of 
the Phariſee, Who, meaſuring Himſelf, not by the 
true, ſublime, and extenſive Senſe of the Law; but by a 
falſe, debaſed, and mutilated Interpretation ; became 
haughty in his own Conceit, and therefore abominable 
in the Sight of -GO D.—Hear Him trumpeting his own 
Praiſe ; 1 am no Extortioner, no Adulterer F. This, the 
poor vain Creature fancyed, was a ſufficient Obedience, 
paid to the ſecond Table. See Him ſtill ſtrutting in his 
own Imaginary Plumes ||. I faft twice in the Week; I 

| give 


For the Propriety of this Character, and its Correſpondence with 
the Perſon, let me refer the Reader to a Mete, in Dialogue I. p. 22. 

+ Pſal. xix. 12. Luke xviii. 11. 

This ſeems to give the genuine Signification of To vndo3 e a 
bee Luke xvi. 1 5 Not that which is highly efteemed, eil, 67 — 
cofovs The Propoſition, taken in this Senſe, is neither neceſſarily nor 
univerſally true. The Meekneſs of M/s, the Fortitude of Ju, 
the Wiſdom of Sloman, were highly eſteemed among thoſe very Men, 
to whom our LORD addreſſed his D:ſcourſe. Vet none can ſup- 
poſe, that the Endowments of thoſe illuſtrious Perſonages, were as 
Abominatim in the Sight of GOD.—Wihereas, whatever is high and 
ified up, haughty and conceited ; every Sentiment of Self-admiration, 
and all the Fruits which ſpring from that bitter Root; theſe are cer- 
tainly and invariably Objects of the divine Abhorrence. 

I think, 
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give Tythes of all that I poſſeſs.*. This, He fooliſhly 
imagined, was a due Compliance with the Injunctions of 
the fr ff Table. The young Ruler, was evidently under 
the ſame Deluſion, when He had the Aſſurance to de- 
clare : All theſe Things, which are preſcribed by the di- 
vine Law, have I kept from my Youth up f. 

A more peſtilent Opinion, it is ſcarce poſſible for the 
Mind of Man to entertain, Nor can any Thing appear 
more egregiouſly miſtaken, if We conſider the vaſt com- 
prebenſive Scope of the ſacred Precepts. That they re- 
quire an exact Conformity, in every Particular, and every 
Punctilio. That they require the utmoſt Perfection of 
every Duty, and forbid the leaſt Degree of every Sin. 

Ther. Remember, Aſpaſio, what the Apoſtle has de- 
clared ; Not the Hearers, but the Doers of the Law, ſhall 
be juſtified. The Doers of the Law ; this ſhews the Poſ- 
ſibility of performing its Precepts. Sball be juſtified ; 
this proves, that Juſtification is by Obedience, This 
one Sentence ſeems to demoliſh, whatever You have 
been building on the Subject. 

Ap. It is ſtrange to obſerve, that ſome eminent Com- 
mentators have agreed with Theron, in giving the ſame 
inconſiſtent and uncomfortable Turn to the Apoſtle's 
Expreſſion. Gravely telling Us, that © the Doers of 
« the Law, who ſteadily and uniformly, in the Tenour 
« of their Lives, act agreeably to its Precepts, they, and 
e they only, ſhall be juſtified in the Day of final Audit 
« and Account.” | 

This I call inconſiſtent. Becauſe, it is diametrically 
oppoſite to St. Paul's Aſſertion; By the Works of thc 


I think, therefore, the Sentence ſhould be tranſlated, That which 
is vain and aſſuming; not among, but i= Mer, in their Spirit and 
Temper. This Interpretation is moſt ſuitable, not only to Fact in ge- 
neral, but to the Import of this Word in particular. See Rom. x1. 
20, Where it occurs in a ſimilar Acceptation, n vnMoPpores, Br not 
high-mind:d.—It ſeems alſo beſt to quadrate with the Tenour of our 
SAVIOUR's Reproof; Ye are they that juſtify Yourſelves before Men, 
but all ſuch arrogant Attempts, and every ſuch elated Air (which 
conſtitute the 70 120) the moſt holy GO D beholds with Deteſtation. 


* Luke xvili, 12. + Matt, xix. 20. 


Law 
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Law ſhall no Man living be juſtified. Uncomfortable ; be- 
cauſe, if this was the Method of Juſtification, it would 
ſhut the Door of Hope on all Mankind. —Whereas, 
the Scope of the Apoſtle is, not ſimply to ſhew, in what 
Manner Sinners are juſtified before GOD ; but what is 
requiſite to their Juſtification, according to the Tenour 
of the divine Law. Which demands, not any Perform- 
ance, but a complete Obedience. Diſcharged with all 
the Heart, and all the Strength ; without any Deficiency 
in Action, or any Irregularny of Inclination. Such 
Obedience if any Man produces, He ſhall be accounted 
juſt, even by the Sentence of the Law.—But when did 
the Sun behold ſuch a Perſon ? Or what Annals have 
recorded ſuch a Character? 

Ther. Is there nothing valuable then in Regularity of 
Conduct, and Integrity of Heart? Nothing valuable, 
in our Acts of Charity, and Habits of Virtue ? 

Aſp. From our Fellow-creatures they ſtand intitled to 
Reſpect, Imitation and Gratitude. But before infinite 
Perfection, they muſt drop their Claim, and lie proſ- 
trate in the Duſt; imploring Forgiveneſs, not challeng- 
ing a Reward. We all diſcern a Beauty and a twink- 
ling Luſtre in the Stars, when viewed under the Shades 
of Night. But, when the magnificent Source of Day 
ariſes, their Beauty vaniſhes, their Luſtre is Darkneſs, 
Such are human Accompliſhments, when compared with 
the perfect Law, or beheld by the piercing Eye, of the 
ſupremely glorious GOD. 

Ther. Methinks, this Notion confounds the Differ- 
ence of Good and Evil; and, by rendering all our Ac- 
tions blameable, would render them all alike. This is 
levelling with a Witneſs ! | 

Ap. It renders them all equally incapable of recom- 
mending Us to our MAKER. It fays, and ſo does 
the Tenour of the Law, and ſo does the Wiſdom of 
GOD, I will declare thy Righteouſneſs and thy Works ; 
that, in the grand Article of Juſtification, they ſhall not 


profit Thee *, For this Purpoſe, nothing is good, no- 


* Ifai, lyii. 12, 


thing 
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thing effectual, but the Actions of one Man, that is 
CHRIST. 

All that We perform, however ſpecious it may ſeem, 
is very far ſhort of our elevated Rule. Therefore, can. 
not procure the divine Favour, or intitle Us to the King. 
dom of Heaven.—Nay, if GOD ſhould enter into 
Judgment with Us, on the Foot of our own Perform. 
ances; He would diſcover ſuch Defects, even in the 
choiceſt Inſtances of our Obedience, as muſt render them 
Matter of Condemnation *, not meritorious of Ap- 
plauſe. 

Be pleaſed to obſerve this Penknife—W hat can be 
more exquiſitely keen, than the Edge; or more nicely 
poliſhed, than the Blade? But, how do they appear, 
when beheld through one of thoſe Microſcopes ? 

Ther. The Edge leſs ſharp than the Woodman's Ax, 
or rather more blunt than his Iron Wedge. The Poliſh 
reſembles a Maſs of coarſe Metal, rudely hammered on 
the Anvil. 

Aſp. How very delicate is the Cambrick, which forms 
your Ruffles; and gives ſuch an ornamental Air to your 
whole Dreſs! Nothing can be finer, than the Threads; 
or more exact, than the Texture. But what is their 
Appearance in 8 microſcopic View? 

Ther. You would take the fine Threads for hempen 
Cords; and would almoſt be poſitive, that they had been 
wattled together, by the clumſy Hands of the Hurdle- 
maker; rather than curiouſly wove, in the Artiſt's 
Loom. 

App. That lovely Piece of Enamel, which makes a 
Part of your Lady's penſile Equipage, quite charms the 
Spectator, with the Juſtneſs of its Figure, and the Ra- 
diancy of its Colours, But— | 


Io this Aſſertion St. Cyril, in Concert with ſeveral other Fathers, 
bears a very expreſs Teſtimony : Avlo npwr x) To opt; ipſac bai dung, 
Nonne & alias afl ay & Th œα ef ef ſa gon Tex Ha Ott. 
Ewen thoſe of our Actiaes, which ſeem ta be performed in a right Man- 
ner, could not eſcape Cenſure and Blame, if GOD ſhould but ſlightly ca- 
amine, and bring them to the Teſt, 1 
or, 


| 
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Ther. Under the Scrutiny of this ſearching Inſtru- 
ment, it loſes all its Elegance; and inſtead of winning 
our Admiration, provokes our Contempt. It looks 
like a Heap of Mortar, plaiſtered on by the Maſon's 
Trowel. 

Aſp. You ſee then, Theron, what groſs Indelicacies, 
what bungling Inequalities, this ſupplementary Aid to. 
our Sight diſcovers, even in the moſt finiſhed Works of 
human Art. So, and abundantly more, does the im- 
maculate Purity of GOD, diſcern Imperfections in our 
moſt upright Deeds, and moſt guarded Hours. 

Therefore, though the Apoſtle could confidently de- 
clare, I know nothing by myſelf; I am not conſcious of 
any Remiſſneſs, or any Unfaithfulneſs, in the Diſcharge 
of my Office. Yet I am not, he adds, thereby juſtified * ; 
for the LORD is greater than my Conſcience, and 
may eſpy many a Failure, where I myſelf can ſee no- 
thing faulty, 


I faid immaculate; and I ought to have faid more. 
Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, are 
endowed with immaculate, but the LORD JEHO- 
VAH is poſſeſſed of infinite Purity. Have You con- 
ſidered this Attribute of the GODHEAD, Theron ? 

Ther, T have; and not without Amazement at the 
charming, the awful Deſcriptions of it, which occur in 
the ſacred Writings. GOD is not only holy, but, as 
the Lawgiver of the Jews very ſublimely expreſſes Him- 
ſelf glorious in Holineſs f. The ſacred Penmen, treat- 
ing of this illuſtrious Perfection, ſeem to labour the im- 
portant Point, They indulge the loftieſt Flights of Ima- 
gination ; they employ the boldeſt Figures of Speech; 
and add the moſt glowing Colours of Eloquence; not 
vithout frequent Acknowledgments, that all the Force 
of Language, is abundantly too feeble, for the unutter- 
able Subject. | . 

One of the Prophets, addreſſing the KING eternal, 
immortal, inviſible, breaks out into this extatic Excla- 


| ® 1 Cor. iv. 4. + Exod, xv, 11. : 
Vor. I. X mation ; 
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mation; O LORD, my GOD, my' HOLY ONE, 
Thou art of purer Eyes, than (to allow, ſhall I fay ? This 
is an Aſcription of Praiſe, unſpeakably too mean for 
thy ſurpaſſing Excellency. Thou art of purer Eyes, 
than) to look upon Evil, and canſt not behold Iniquity *.— 
Another, wrapt into a prophetic Viſion, fees the Sera- 
| phim veiling their Faces, in Token of profound Humi. 
liation ; hears thoſe Sons of Ardour and Love, crying, 
in loud reſponſive Strains ; Holy, Holy, Hely is the LORD 
GOD of Sabaoth f. So tranicendently holy, ſays ano- 


ther 
| ©. Had. i. 13. 
+ J/ai. vi. 3. The Poets, and Writers of a bold Imagination, are 


particularly fond of Machinery ; of introducing celeſtial Beings, in : 
order to give ſome peculiar Dignity to their Plan, or ſome additional : 
Strength to their Sentiments. With inimitable Propriety and Empha. WW * 


fis, is this Species of fine Writing uſed in Scripture. Eſpecially in 


the Paſſage quoted above. 
Let us confider—The principal Object. I ſaw the LORD; the a 
ſupreme Judge, and the everlaſting King. Manifeſting Himſelf to 
the Eye of my Mind, in a Form conſummately venerable, yet em. 
blematical of his future Incarnation.—Sitting upon a Throne ; exprel. 
five of that ſovereign Power, which ruleth over all; and pretigura. 
tive of that auguſt 'I'ribunal, from which He will pronounce the irte. T 
verſible Sentence. The Throne was high and lifted up; like thoſe di. * 
vine Perſections, which are too high for human Comprehenſion, and are ad 
exalted above all Bleſſing and Praiſe.—His Train, or the Skirts of his 1. 
Robe, filled the Temple. They extended themſelves through all the a. ſe 
cred Edifice ; repreſenting thoſe Diſpenſations of Mercy and Judgment, ert 
of Truth and Equity, which pervade Heaven and Earth. Which take en] 
their Courſe through Time; and will be prolonged to Eternity. | 
Let Us obſerve the inferior Perſonages. Theſe are the Seraphin; Le 
pure and active Spirits. Likened, by the Pſalmiſt, to Flames of Fire; tho 
ſtyled, by the Apoſtle, Dominions and Principalities of Heaven, Who tel 
excel in Strength and Wiſdom, in every great and fhining Accom- ay 
pliſnment.— Their A:titude, They wait around the KING immor. the 
tal, ſeated on his Throne : they are in the higheſt Elevations of Ho- PP 
nour, yet at the Footſtool of JEHOVAH. They fard; are in: I 
Poſture of Service: with their Wings outſtretched, ready to fly atthe i Je. 
firſt Signal. It is not ſaid, with their Eyes reverently caſt down; GC 
but with their Faces covered; to denote the deepeſt Self-abaſement. whe 
Like Creatures, that are conſcious and aſhamed of their own Mean- the 
neſs ; or elſe overcome with the inſupportable Glories, which bean that 
from uncreated Majeſty.—Their Adi. They celebrate, not in cold oy. 


Converſation, but with rapturous Songs ; not with fingle Voices, bat 
in a grand Choir (m h mn, ſee Paal. Ixxxvii. 5, 6.) the moſt ami 
able yet tremendous Sanctity of the LORD Almighty,—Their yo 

— | Thougt 
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ther devout Worſhipper, is the everlaſting GOD, that 
all- created Glory is totally eclipſed in his Preſence. He 
looketh to the Moon, and it ſpineth not; yea, the Stars are 
not pure in his Sight *. And his very Angels, thoſe re- 
fined and exalted Intelligences, He chargeth with Folly f. 
Aſp. Very majeſtic Deſcriptions !—And pray let Us 
obſerve the Impreflions, which ſuch Beamings of the 
divine Effulgence made upon the Saints of old. — Moſes, 
drawing near the cloudy Pavilion, the Preſence-cham- 
ber of the HOLY ONE of J/ael, ſays with Emo- 


Though impreſſed and- penetrated with the prodigious Theme, they 
attempt not to deſcribe it. Impracticable that, even by the Tongues 
of Angels! They expreſs themſelves, therefore, in the Language of 
rofound Adoration ; in repeated, in reiterated Acclamations to the 
ineffable Attribute; Holy / Holy Hily /—The Efes of the Viſion. 
The Poſts of the Door, ſhake at the Voice: the ponderous and mag. 
nificent Pillars of Braſs (ſee 2 Chun. iii. 17.) tremble like a Leaf. 


- While Clouds begin 
To darken all the Dome, and Smoke to roll 
' In duſky Wreaths, the Sign of Wrath awak'd. 


The ſpacious and beautiful Houſe ; mourning, as it were, under the 
Marks of divine Indignation ; joins with the trembling Columns, and 
adoring Seraphs, to tell the thoughtleſs World; What @ fearful Thing 
it is, to fall into the Hands of the living GOD !—The Prophet him- 
ſelf is truck with Aſtoniſnment; is overwhelmed with Awe; and 
cries out, “ as a Woman in her Pangs.”—Can any Thing be more 
enlivened and alarming ? More delicately or more ſublimely imaged ? 
If I ſhall not treſpaſs upon the Reader's Patience, I would beg 
Leave to add a Remark, concerning the Word Sabaoth. Which, 
though a Hebrew Expreſſion, is retained in that admirable Hymn, in- 
titled Te Deum; and which ſome People, I am inclined to believe, in- 
advertently confound with Sabbath.—The latter fignifies the Ref of 
the ſeventh Day ; and, in this ConneRion, yields a Senſe, not very 
appoſite, and comparatively mean. Whereas, the former denotes Ar. 
mics or Hes; and furniſhes Us with an Image, truly grand and ma- 
jxſtic ; worthy to be admitted into the Songs of Seraphs.—It glorifies 
COD, as the great, univerſal, uncontroulable SOVEREIGN : 
who exerciſes a /upreme Dominion over all the Orders of Being, from 
the loftieſt Archangel that ſhines in Heaven, to the loweſt Reptile 
that crawls in Duſt. Who fays to a Legion of Cherubs, Go; and 
they go :—to a Swarm of Inſects, Come; and they come :—to any, 
o every Creature, Do this ; and they do it. See Matt, viii, 9. | 


* Job xxv. 5. + Job iv. 18, ES 
X 2 tions 
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tions of uncommon Dread; J exceedingly fear and quale 
When Job is favoured with ſome peculiar Manifeſtations 
of the omnipotent GOD, ſee his Pofture ! Hear his 
Words ! I abbor myſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſbes f. 
How ſtrong is the Language! How deep the Abaſe. 
ment! When Jaiab faw the incomprehenſible J EHO- 
VAH, fitting upon his Throne ; and the Princes of 
Heaven, adoring at his Footſtool ; ſeized with a Pang 
of reverential Fear, He cried out; Woe is me! I an 
undone! For I am a Man of unclean Lips | !—When 
Ezekiel beheld an emblematical Repreſentation of HIM, 
who dwelleth in Light inacceſſible: when the AN- 
TIENT of Days, veiled under a human Shape, ap- 
peared to Daniel: though One was a devout Prieſt, and 
each was an eminent Prophet; yet, overwhelmed with 
a Mixture of Veneration and Terror, they both fell down 
at his Feet as dead. And this, not before a full Diſ- 
play, but only before a Glimpſe of the GODHE AD. 
Which, though partial and tranfient, was too dazzlingly 
bright, for an Eye of Fleſh to bear, 

O my Friend! my Theron ! what Figure muſt our 
mean Performances, eur low Attainments make, before 
this immenſely glorious GOD ?—Let Us examine the 
Behaviour and Spirit of Fob, a little more particularly, 
He is one of your favourite Examples ; and indeed very 
deſervedly. For, in Piety, He had no Superior, and 
no Equal: there was none like Him in the Earth. Yet, 
when He has to do with the MAKER of all Things, 
and the J UDG E of all Men, He pours out his abaſhed 
Soul in theſe very remarkable Profeſſions : If I juſtiß 
myſelf, my own Mouth ſhall condemn me: if I ſay, I an 
perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe $.—He declares 
yet farther, FI waſh myſelf in Snow-water, and make m 
Hands never fo clean, yet fbalt Thou, O righteous and 
eternal G O D, plunge me in the Ditch ; manifeſt me, not- 
withſtanding all this Care and Circumſpection, to be a 


® Heb. xii. 21. + Job xlli. 6. 1 Ifai. vi. 5: 
lf Ezek, 5 28. Dan. X. 8, 9. $ See Job ix. 20, 21— 30, 
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guilty and a filthy Creature; yea, ſo very guilty and 
filthy, that my own Clothes, were they ſenſible of the Pol- 
lution, could not but abbor me. a 

This He confeſſes, not becauſe He was conſcious to 
Himſelf of any Immorality; but becauſe his Mind was 
filled with the moſt affecting Senſe, of GO D's incon- 
ceivable Holineſs, and infinite Glory. For, adds the 
venerable Sufferer, He is not a Man as am; but a BE- 
ING of ſuch extenfive Knowledge, that no individual 
Thing can eſcape his Diſcernment ; of ſuch exalted Pu- 
rity, that every Spot of Defilement is loathſome in his 
Sight. For which Reaſon, it is abſolutely impoſſible, 
that I ſhould anſwer Him, with Reference to my own 
perſonal Righteouſneſs: or that We ſhould come together 
in Judgment, on any ſuch Footing, without Confuſion to 
myſelf, and Ruin to my Cauſe. 

To all this He ſubjoins, what is ſtill more memorable 
and exemplary : Though I were perfect, yet would I not 
know my Soul, I would deſpiſe my Life. — He ſuppoſes 
Himſelf in a higher State, than your moſt advanced 
Chriſtian ; though I were perfect. Yet, even in ſuch a 
State, were it attainable and attained, I would not know 
my Soul; not dwell upon, not plead, no, not ſo much 
as cheriſh a Thought of, my own Accompliſhments and 
Acquirements, In the important Buſineſs of Juſtifica- 
tion, they ſhould ſtand for Cyphers; they ſhould be 
thrown into Shades; they ſhould entirely diſappear, — 
Nay more; I would deſpiſe my Life ; my Life, with all 
ts moſt ſhining Actions and moſt. diſtinguiſhed Virtues, 
ſhould be reckoned inſignificant and deſpicable. Juſt 
as nfientficant and deſpicable, with reſpect to this great 
Tranſaction, as a wandering Spark would be, if ap- 
pointed to diffuſe Day amidit the Darkneſs of Night, or 
to produce Spring amidft the Depths of Winter. 

Ther. Theſe are alarming Hints, 4/paſio ; I muſt con- 
tes —A Law, which condemns all vain Imaginations, 
and every irregular Deſire ! Which requires an exact 
and univerſal Obedience, both in Heart and Life -A 
GOD of ſuch Majeſty, Purity, and Glory, that Men 
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of the moſt approved Integrity, are overwhelmed with 
Confuſion, in his Preſence Ill ſhall conſider them, at my 
Leiſure, with the Attention they deſerve.—At preſent, ! 
believe, Opportunity is giving Us the Slip. Yonder 
Coach ſeems to be moving this Way, and the Livery 
looks like Philander's. 

Appaſio, deſirous to fix theſe Convictions which are 
of the utmoſt Conſequence to our Faith and Salvation 
INN deſirous to fix them on his Friend's Mind, re- 

lied. 
: Aſp. As your Viſitants are at a Diſtance, give me 
Leave to obſerve ; That the wiſeſt of Men, attending 
to the firſ# of theſe Particulars *, has poured Contempt 
upon all human Excellency ; There is not a juſt Man up- 
on Earth, that doeth Good, and ſinneth not T7. The Apol- 
tle of CHRIST takes Shame to Himſelf, on the ſame 
Account; and teaches all Mankind to ſtrike the Sail of 
Self-conceit ; In many Things We offend all 4. David, 
conſidering the latter of theſe Points ||, prays with the 
utmoſt Earneſtneſs ; Enter not into Judgment with thy 
Servant, O LORD! and aſſigns this humbling Reaſon 
for his Petition; For, in thy Sight, ſhall uo Man living be 
juſtified F. This induced Nehemiah, who had been {6 
nobly zealous for the Honour of his GOD, not to con- 
fide in his own valuable Services, but make Application 
to forgiving Goodneſs. Spare me, O LORD, according 
to thy great Mercy C. | 

Had I ſet before You the Example of the poor Pub- 
lican, who ſmote upon his Breaſt ; durſt not lift up his 
Eyes to Heaven; but cried from the Bottom of a pol 
Juted Heart, GOD be merciful to me a Sinner ** | Self- 
iove, might poſſibly have whiſpered ; *“ Surely, I am 
* not to be ranked with that abominable Wretch. |! 
« ſtand upon ſome better Footing, than ſuch an infa- 
« mous Offender.” — With reſpect to the Enjoyment of 
eternal Life, We ſtand upon no better, upon no other. 


The Perfection of the Divine Law. + Eccleſ. vii. 20. 
+ Jam. iii. 2. The Purity of the divine Majeſty, * { Pal. 
2xlii1. 2. 1 eh. xiii. 22, * Luke xviii. 13. 


And 
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And when low as that obnoxious deſpiſed Creature, We 
are upon the very ſame Ground with 'the moſt exalted 
Saints. They all appear before the MAJESTY of 
HEAVEN, in the fame Attitude of unfeigned Hu- 
miliation, and with the ſame Acknowledgments of utter 
Unworthineſs.—For, it is a certain Truth, and admits 
of no Exception ; That, to juſtify Sinners, 1s not the 
Privilege of human Obedience, but the / Prerogative 
of the LORD our Righteouſneſs. 

Ther. Is not the Practice of Hezetiab an Exception 
to your Rule ? Theſe, if I recolle& aright, are the 
Words of that holy King; 1 beſeech Thee, O LORD, 
remember how I have walked before Thee in Truth, and 
with a perfect Heart, and have done that which is good in 
thy Sight *. You ſee, He puts the Iſſue of his Tryal 
before the everlaſting GOD, upon his own Integrity 
and his own Obedience. | 

Ap. Theſe are his Words, but they are not uſed with 
this View. He humbly repreſents before the great 
SOVEREIGN of the World, how beneficial his former 
Life had been, and how ſerviceable his prolonged Life 
might be, to the beſt intereſts of the Jewiſb Nation. He 
appeals to his Obedience, not that He may eſtabliſh his 
Hope of eternal Happineſs in Heaven ; but that He 
may obtain a Reprieve from the Grave, and a Length- 
ening of his Tranquility on Earth.—Neither is this Obe- 
dience gloried in, by way of Merit ; but only pleaded, 
by way of Argument: As though He had faid ; “ Re- 
« member, gracious GOD, how I have exerted my 
* royal Authority, to ſuppreſs Idolatry, to extirpate 
Vice, and to promote thy true Religion. Confider 
% how greatly thy People ſtand in need of ſuch a vigi- 
« lant and zealous Governor; and to what a miſerable 
© Condition both Church and State may be reduced, if 
Thou takeſt away thy Servant by this threatened but 
« untimely Stroke. And, for the Welfare of Judah, 
for the Honour of thy Name, for the Support of thy 
* owa Worſhip, O ſpare me a litile!“ 


* 2 Kings xx. z. 
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Aßpaſio pauſed; expecting a Reply. As Theron con- 
tinued ſilent and muſing, Afpaſio, with a Smile of Be- 
nevolence, proceeded Come, my Theron ; why ſo deep 
in Thought? Have You any Objection to the Evidences 
I have produced ?—They are ſome of the moſt dignified 
Characters, and i/luſtr;ous Perſonages, that could be ſe- 
lected from all Ages. Kings, Princes, and Patriots 
Prieſts, Saints, and Martyrs ! Should theſe be deemed 
inſufficient, I can exhibit a larger and nobler Cloud of 
Witneſſes—larger, for they are a great Multitude, which 
no Man can number, of all Nations, and Kindreds, and 
People, and Tongues—nobler, for they ſtand before the 
Throne, and before the LAMB, clothed with white 
Robes, and Palms in their Hands. —Aſl thoſe ſhining 
Armies, Who they are, and Whence they came ? Their 
Anſwer is compriſed in one of my favourite Portions of 
Scripture : one of thoſe delightful Texts, from which! 
hope to derive Conſolation even in my laſt Moments. 
For which Reaſon, You will allow me to repeat it, tho' 
it may perhaps be mentioned in a former Converſation, 
We are they, who came out of great Tribulation, and have 
waſhed our Robes, and made them white in the Blood of the 
LAMS : therefore are We before the Throne *. 

Some of them Jaid down their . Lives for the Sake of 
CHRIST; many of them were eminent for Works of 
Righteouſneſs ; all of them were endued with real Ho- 
lineſs. Yet, none of theſe Qualifications conſtituted 
their Paſſport, into the Regions of endleſs Felicity. They 
had waſhed their Robes ; had fled to the Atonement, and 
pleaded the Merits of FESUS their SAVIOUR— 
Hereby they had made them white ; this was the Cauie 
of their Acquittance from Guilt, and their complete 
Juſtification—And therefore, on this Account, their Per- 
ſons were accepted ; they were preſented without Spot 
before the Throne; and admitted to that Fulneſs of Joy, 
which is at GOD's Right-hand for evermore. 


+ Rev, vii. 14, 15. 
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Ther. I have no Objection to your Witneſſes. Bur, 
methinks, your Doctrine is ſtrangely debaſing to human 
Nature. 

Aſp. A Sign, Theron, that it 1s agreeable to the Spi- 
rit and Intention of the G El. Which is calculated, as 
the eloquent Jaiab foretold, to humble the Sinner, and 
exalt the SAVIOUR *; The -Loftineſs of Man ſhall be 
bowed down, and the Haughtineſs of Men fhall be made 
low, and the LO RD alone ſhall be exalted in that Day : 
« Man, though naturally vain, ſhall be made ſenſible 
« of his numberleſs Offences ; ſhall acknowledge the 
« Defects, which attend his higheſt Attainments ; ſhall 
« confeſs the Impoſſibility of being juſtified by the 
« Deeds of the Law; and place all his Hope upon the 
« propitiatory Death, and meritorious Obedience, of 
« the LORD FESUS CHRIST.” 


* This correſponds with a very valuable Maxim, which an eminent 
Divine once recommended to his People, as a Touch-ſtone to diftin. 
guiſh evangelical Truth.—That Doctrine, he ſaid, which tends 


To humble the Sinner ; 
To exalt the SAVIOUR; 
To promote Holineſs ; 


That Doctrine, which tends to accompliſh a theſe Deſigns, You 
may embrace as ſound. That which is defective in its Influence on 
ary ane of them, You ſhould reject as corrupt. 


+ Ifai, ii. 11. 
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HERON, impreſſed with the laſt Converſation, 

was very deſirous to reſume the Subject, and renew 
the important Debate. With this View, He conducted 
his Friend into a Retirement, commodious for the 
Purpolc. 

They enter a ſpacious Lawn ; which lay oppoſite to 
the Houſe, and opened itſelf in the form of an expanded 
Fan. The Mounds, on either Side, were dreſſed in 
Verdure; and ran out in a ſlanting Direction. The 
whole, to an Eye placed at a Diſtance, bore the Reſem- 
blance of a magnificent Viſta; contracting. by ſlow 
Degrees, irs Dimenſions; and leſſening, ar laſt, into a 
Point. Which, the regular and graceful Seat, with all 
imaginable Dignity, ſupplied. 

Nature had ſunk the Lawn into a gentle Decline. On 
whoſe ample Sides, were Oxen browzing, and Lambs 
friſking. The luſty Droves lowed, as they paſſed ; and 
the thriving Flocks, bleated welcome Muſic in their 
Maſter's Ear.—Along the Midſt of this verdant Slope, 
was ſtretched a ſpacious and extenſive Malk. Which, 
coated with Gravel, and fenced with Palliſadoes, looked 
like a plain Stripe of Brown, interſecting a Carpet of 
the brighteſt Green. —At the Bottom, two handſome 
Canals, copiouſly ftocked with Fiſh, ſometimes floated 
to the Breeze; ſometimes ſtood unmoved “e pure as the 
« Expanſe of Heaven.” The Waters, beheld from 
every Room in the Houſe, had a fine Effect upon the 


Sight; not without a refreſhing Influence on the Imagi- 
nation. 
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nation.—At the Extremity of one, was planted a ſtately 
Colonade, The Roof, elevated on Pillars of the Tonic 
Order; the Area ſlabbed with Stones, neatly ranged in 
the Diamond-faſhion. Several Foreſt-chairs accommo- 
dated the Anglers with a Seat, while the bending Dome 
ſupplied them with a Shade. 
Correſponding, and on the Margin of the other Canal, 
was erected a Summer-houſe, of a very ſingular Kind. — 
The lower Part had an opening towards the North ; it 
was cool; it was gloomy ; and had never ſeen the Sun. 
It carried the romantic Air of a Grotto, or rather the 
penſive Appearance of a Hermit's Cell. The Outſide 
was coarſe and rugged with protuberant Stones. Partly 


over-ſpread with Ivy, partly covered with Moſs, it 


ſeemed to be the Work of antient Years. You deſcend, 
by Steps of Turf; and are obliged to ſtoop as you paſs 
the Door. A ſcanty Iron Grate, with certain narrow 
Slits in the Wall, tranſmit a glimmering Light; juſt 
ſufficient to diſcover the inner Structure. Which ap- 
pears, like one continued Piece of Rock-work ; a Caveru 
cut from the ſurrounding Quarry.— Above, hung an irre- 
gular Arch; with an Aſpect, that ſeemed to preſage a 
Fall, and more than ſeemed to alarm the Stranger. 
Below, lay a Paving of homely Pebbles ; in ſome Places, 
a little furrowed ; as though it had been worn, by the 
frequent Tread of ſolitary Feet. All around, were Rul- 
ticity and Solemnity ; Solemnity, never more viſibly 
ſeen, than through a Gloom. The Furniture, of the 
lame 'grote/gue Faſhion, with the Apartment. A Bench 
hewed, You would ſuſpect, by Nature's Chizzel, out of 
the ſolid Stone. A Sort of Couch, compoſed of ſwell- 
ing Moſs, and ſmall fibrous Roots. From one Corner, 
tickled a pure Spring: which crept, with a bubbling 
Moan, along the channelled Floor ; till its Current was 
collected into a Baſon, rudely ſcooped from the Ground. 
On the Edge of this little Receptacle, lay chained a ruſty 
Bowl ; and over it, ſtood an antique worm-eaten Table. 
—On the leaſt obſcure Part of the Wall, you diſcern, 
gimly diſcern, a Parchment Scroll; inſcribed with that 


ſage, 
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ſage, but mortifying Admonition; VANITY or VaxI. 
Tits! ALL 1s VANITY! 

Over this Receſs, fo pleafingly horrid, and adapted to 
folemn Muſings, aroſe an open and airy Belvidere. You 
aſcend by winding Stairs; and, coming from the wncouth 
Abode below, are ſweetly ſurpriſed with an elegant Hexa- 
gon.—The Cieling lofty, and decorated with the ſofteſt, 
richeſt, almoſt flowing Fret-work. The Wainſcot, in | 
large Pannels of Oak, retained its native Auburn: {6 
beautifully plain, that, like an amiable Countenance, it 
would have been disfigured, rather than improved, by 
the moſt coſtly Paint. On this were diſpoſed, in gilded 
Frames, and to great Advantage, a Variety of enter- 
taining Landſcapes. But none ſurpaſſed, none equaled, 
all were a Foil to, the noble lovely Views, which the 
Windows commanded.— The Chimney-piece, of white 
ſhining Marble, ſtreaked with Veins of vivid Red. Over 
it, was carved a fine Feſtoon of artificial; in it, was 
ranged a choice Collection of natural Flowers. On a 
Table of gloſſy Walnut, lay a portable Teleſcope; at- 
tended with Thomſon's Seaſons, and Vanierii Prædiun 
Ruſticum *. 

The whole was fitted up in the higheſt Tafte, and 
furniſhed with every pleaſurable Ornament. On purpoſe 
to harmonize with that laviſh Gaiety, which ſeemed to 
ſmile over all the Face of Nature. On purpoſe to cor- 
reſpond with that vernal Delight, which came breathing 
on the Wings of every fragrant Gale. I may add, on 
purpoſe to remind the Beholder of thoſe immortal Man- 
fions, which are decorated with Images infinitely more 
ſplendid, with Objects unſpeakably more glorious. Where 


* Vomerii Predium Rufticum A moſt elegant Latin Poem: which 
treats of every remarkable Peculiarity, relating to the Buſineſs of a 
Country Life, or the Furniture of a Country Seat. It entertains 
us with a Deſcription of the moſt agr-eable Objects; in an eaſy Flow, 
of-the pureſt Language, and moſt mfc Numbers. 

It is, I think, one continued Beauty. Superior to every Thing of 
the Kind, I have met with among the Moderns ; and ſcarcely, it at 
all, unworthy the firſt Genius of the Augu/tar Age. Uni Virgitio ſccm. 
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holy Beings will ſpend, not a few vacant Hours in re- 
fined Amuſement, but a boundleſs Eternity in the Con- 
ſummarion of Joy. For, to a well-· turned Mind, Nature 
is a Preceptor; and theſe are her inſtructive Leſſons. 
To the pure in Heart, even Senſe 1s edifying ; and theſe 
are its delicate Moralities. 

The redundant Waters of the Canal, rolled off in a 
ſpreading Caſcade. Which, tumbling from many a little 
Precipice, ſoothed the Air with a Symphony of ſoft and 
gurgling Sounds. Nor ever intermitted the obliging 
Office, | 


From Morn to Noon, from Noon to dewy Eve. 


But, when the fanning Breezes dropt their Wings ; when 
the feathered Choir were huſhed in Sleep; when not ſo 
much as a chirping Graſhopper, was heard throughout 
the Meads ; this liquid Inſtrument ſtill played its Salo: 
ſtill purſued its buſy Way, and warbled, as it flowed, 
melodious Murmurs. 


Aſp. Such, Theron; ſo uniform, uninterrupted, and 
invariable, ſhould be our Conformity to the Precepts of 
the Law, —But alas! thoſe ſacred Precepts are fo ex- 
ceedingly broad, that the moſt enlarged human Obe- 
dience, is far from being commenſurate to their Extent : 
ſo abſolutely holy, that our higheſt Attainments fall vaſtly 
ſhort of their exalted Perfeftion.—How then can We 
expect Juſtification, from ſuch a conſummate Rule? 
How dare We place any Dependence, upon ſuch imper- 
fe& Duties? | 

When You was pieading for ſuch a Method of Juſtt- 
fication, You put me in Mind of the Conſul Mummius. 
I could not but think of thoſe memorable Orders, which 
he gave the Merchant, who undertook to convey his 
fine Grecian Statues to Rome. 

Ther. Inſtead of the Conſul, You ſhould have aid 
the Clown Mummius. No Clown ever diſcovered a 
more groſs and indelicate Taſte, than that illuſtrious 

Booby. 


” 
= 4 CIT * - * — o _ * 
* 1 4 * * 2 rr: 1 — * PREY 2 
on k . . e * = . 


318 DIALOGUE IX. 


Booby. For any One to talk of making new Antiques *, 
was Folly and Nonſenſe to the laſt Degree. But is it 
equally abſurd, for Us to talk of regaining and ſecuring 
the Favour of GOD, by our Repentance, our Refor- 
mation, our holy Duties ? 

Aſp. I ſee very little odds in the Caſe, truly. Becauſe, 
the Means, which You would uſe, are impracticable; 
and the End, at which You aim, is unattainable ; unleſ 


— One greater Man 
Reſtore us, and regain the bliſsful Seat. 


Milton, You obſerve, had no Notion of Man's reſtoring 
Himſelf; or regaining the Favour of GOD, by his own 
Reformation. Such an Attempt, according to his Way 
of thinking, were ſomewhat like the Conceit of making 
new Antiques. —W hat Hand could give Us Jupiter, in 
all his commanding Majeſty, but the Hand of Phidias ? 
What Pencil could ſhew Us Venus, in all her attractive 
Beauty, but the Pencil of Apelles? Much more may 


Mummius was General of the Roman Army; and, on Account of 
Sis ſignal Victories in Achaia, ſurnamed Achaicus, Though a ſucceſs. 
fal Warrior, He was no very acute Connoiſſeur, Of this, the Story 
to which Aſpaſio refers, is a pretty evident Proof. —Having conquered 
and plundered the City of Corinth, there was found, among the Spoils, 
a moſt curious Collection of Pictures and Statues ; wrought by the 
ableſt Hands, and greateſt Maſters, that Greece itſelf had produced. 
What ſhall He do with theſe incomparable Remains of Antiquity ? He 
reſolres, forſooth, upon tranſmitting them to Rome; that they may 
make a Shew, on the Day of his Triumph. As Water-carriage was 
moſt convenient, He agrees with the Captain of a Veſſel; charges 
Him to take particular Care of the Freight; and adds, very ſerioully 
adds; That in Caſe they avere loft in their Paſſage, He would oblige Hm 
to provide new ones, A ſaying, deſervedly ridiculed by all Men of 
Senſe, as a moſt egregious Soleciſm in Taſte and Delicacy. 


De mens ! gui Nimbos © non imitabile Fulmen 
Are & cornipedum Curſu femularet Equorum. 


VII. 
If this Reprehenſion of the Poet's, is applicable to Mummius, and his 


ill-judged Menace; how much more juſtly may it be applied to I, 
and his ſelf. juſtifying Sentiments, W 
c 
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We aſk ; what Obedience could equal the Perfection of 
the divine Law, but the Obedience of CHRIST? Or 
what Expedient can reconcile Sinners to their offended 


GOD, but only the Blood and Righteouſneſs of his 


beloved SON ? 


Ther. Pray, let me aſk in my Turn—Becauſe Man- 
kind are incapable of pleaſing their MAKER, by 
ielding an ab/olute and invariable Obedience to the moral 
w; does it follow from thence, that they cannot ren- 
der themſelves acceptable to Him, by an univerſal 
Courſe of fincere Obedience ? 

Aſp. I think, it follows from what has been already 
obſerved, It You deſire new Arguments, they are at 
hand, 

| The Law, ſays the Teacher of the Gentiles, is the Mi- 
nitration of Death *. How can this be true, if it requires 
no more than a fincere Obedience; ſuch as is propor- 
tioned to our infirm State ? If this be ſufficient to juſtify, 
and entitle Us to our CREATOR's Favour; the Law 
ceaſes to be the Miniſtration of Condemnation. Ir be- 
comes (which is flatly contradictory to the Apoſtle's 
Doctrine) the Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs. 

The Law is ſtyled, by the ſame inſpired Teacher, A 
School-maſter to bring Us to CHRIST T. How can it 


* 2 Cor. iii. 7. In this Place, I apprehend, the Apoſtle means the 
m Law, and that principally. As that alone was written and en- 
graven on Stones, Elſewhere, I believe, He uſes the Word in a larger 
denſe ; and intends to exclude a Law whatever, from bearing any 
Share in our Juſtification, | 

+ Gal, iii. 24. Ha. da, A School-maſter, Who pretends not to 
finjþ the Education of Youth ; but dire&ts them to, and prepares them 
for, higher Studies, or nobler Employs. The Law, in like Manner, 
aims not at furniſhing Us with a Title to eternal Happineſs ; but 4% 
pes and diſciplines Us, for the All-ſufficient REDEEMER, and his 
free Salvation. 

Some have thought, that «5 Xpiror ſignifies, Until the Coming of 
CHRIST. But this will hardly conſiſt with the Genius of the Lan- 
guage, or with the Import of the following Clauſe, That We might be 
Juſtified by Faith, — Beſides, this would confine the Efficacy of the Law, 
to that Period of Time, which preceded our LOR D's Incarnation. 
Whereas, it fill does, and always will act, (until this Corruptible 

put on Incorruption) in a Way of Subſerviency to his Merits. 
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$29 
upon your Suppoſition, be qualified for ſuch an Office ? 
Ita fincere Obedience be the Whole of its Demands, 
it can no longer direct Us to CHRIST; it will no 
longer deliver Us over toa REDEEME R's Merit; 
but muſt engage and attach Us to itef. Teaching Us 
to look upon its Precepts, and our own conſcientious 
Obſervance of them, as the Tenure of eternal Life 

Do You inſiſt upon a third Proof? A third preſents 
itſelf, Not ſo much faunded on Argumentation, as de- 
duced from Example. How was Abraham *, the Friend 
of GOD, and Father of the Faithful, juſtified ? By a 
Courſe of ſincere, or by many Acts of heroic Obedience ? 
No; but by Faith in the promiſed MESSIAH, 
Abraham worked not, with a View to obtain Juſtification 
but believed on Him, who juſtifieth the ungodly. —How was 
David *, the Man after GO D's own Heart, juſtified ? 
By his Zeal for his CREAT OR's Glory, or by his 
eminent Services to his Fellow- creatures? No; but by 
a Righteouſneſs imputed : even that Righteouſneſs of 
the bleſſed REDEEMER, through which Iniquity is 
forgiven, and Sin pardoned. And can We be faid to 
walk humbly, or can We be thought to walk ſurely, if, 
refuſing to tread in the Steps of theſe exemplary Saints, 
We divert into a Path of our own deviſing ? 

Ther. *« Of our own deviſing !''—-No, my Friend: 
there is a milder Law introduced by the Goſpel, conde- 


e Theſe two Examples are, with the greateſt Judgment ſelected, 
and with the utmoſt Propriety applied. Rom. iv. 1, Oc. Rom. iv. 6, 
Sc. Abraham was the moſt illuſtrious Pattern of Piety, among the 

eri Patriarchs : In Chery there was none like Him, Ecclus xliv. 19. 

avid was the moſt zealous and ſeraphic of the Few Kings: A Mar 
after GO D's wn Heart, 1 Sam. xiii. 14.—If neither of theſe diſtin. 
guiſhed Perſonages, was juſtified by his own Obedience ; but each by 
ax imputed Righteoufneſs : If they both obtained Acceptance with 
GOD, not as zpright Beings, who might claim it; but as /infal Crea. 
tures, who muſt implore it ; the Conſequence is glaring. It is ſuch, 
as muſt ſtrike every attentive Underſtanding ; muſt affect every indi- 
vidual Perſon ; and feclude all Manner of Works, even thoſe of the 
higheſt Saint, from any the leaſt Degree of Ingrediency into Juſtih- 
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ſcending and merciful to our Infirmities, which accepts 
of Sincerity inſtead of perfect Obedience, 

Aſp. When was this milder Law introduced, and the 
ſtricter abrogated ? Not upon the Entrance of Sin, I 
preſume. At this Rate, the original Law muſt be the 
Creature of a few Days, perhaps of a few Hours only. 
But can We imagine, that the All-wiſe and Unchange- 
able GOD would ordain a Syſtem of precepts, to be 
diſannulled, as ſoon as enacted ? Not in our LORD's 
Time, I am very certain. That holy Commandment, 
| which requires ſupreme Love to GOD, and perfect Cha- 
| rity to Men, He aſſures Us, was ſtill in Force“. Nay, 
| it is evident, from the Nature of the DEITY, and 
from our Relation to one another, That it always will be 


$ in Force ; that it never can ceaſe ; but is neceſſary and 
; everlaſting. 

$ © A milder Law, condeſcending to our Infirmities“ — 
y What can be the Purport of ſuch an Inſtitution ? It 
f muſt be ſuppoſed to ſpeak the following Language ! 


's « Be it known unto You, O Children of Adam, that 
0 « You are no longer enjoined to love the LORD with 
« all your Strength, nor to love your Neighbour as 
% Yourſelves.—Ozce, indeed, I inſiſted upon abſolute ' 
Purity of Heart; now I can diſpenſe with ſome De- 
« gree of evil Concupiſcence.—Since CHRIST 1s 
e come, and his Goſpel preached, You need not always 
« be clothed with Humility ; but may feel ſome little 
Emotions of Pride.—In ſhort, becauſe You are weak, 
« I will connive ; or even accommodate my Demands 
* to your enfeebled and depraved Condition.“ 

Not to urge (what muſt be ſhocking to every Ear) 
That ſuch a Doctrine would make the HOLY ONE 
of GOD, a Miniſter of Sin; and the Goſpel of our 
dalvation, a Patent for Licentiouſneſs. Let me only 
al Does this agree with our LOR D's Declaration? 
One Jet or Tittle ſhall in no wviſe paſs from the Law, till 


Matt. xxii. 37, 38, 39. 
Vol. Y * 
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all be fulfilled *.—1s this ſuitable to the Perfections of the 
Divine LEGISLATOR? With whom is no Variable. 
neſs, nor Shadow of Turning F ? Will this conſiſt with 
the avowed Reſolution of the Almighty JEHOVAH? 
A will magnify the Law, and make it honourable . 


Ther, However You may decry, what I call the milder 
Law, St. Paul aſſerts it to be the Chriſtian Scheme. This 
he ſtrenuouſly argues for, as the only Scheme by which 
ay Man can be juſtified in the Sight of GOD. 

Sp. Does He, Theron ? In what Epiſtle ? What 
Chapter? What Verſe ?—He fays, addreſſing Himſelf 
to the Galatian Converts ; I do not fruſtrate the Grace if 
GOD; for, if Righteouſneſs came by the Law, CHRIST 
is dead in vain l. From which Paſſage, We learn two 
very momentous Truths. That, were we to derive a juſ- 
tifying Righteouſneſs from the Law, this would not only 
be derogatory to the Honour of Grace, but ſubverſive of 
its very Being.——That by ſeeking Juſtification through 
our own conſcientious Behaviour, We make, as far as 
in us lies, the Death of CHRIST a vain Thing; for 
— there was no Occaſion, and of which there is no 

e. 

To the ſame Purpoſe it is written in that invaluable 
Epiſtle to the Romans &; if they which are of the Lav 
be Heirs ; if they, who truſt to their own Performances 
of the Law, are thereby intitled to the heavenly Inhen- 
tance ; Faith is made void, and the Promiſe made of none 

Effet.-—Seec now, my Friend, the Tendency of your 
Opinion ! It is not a mere ſpeculative Miſtake; an 
Error of inconſiderable Conſequence ; but ſuch as ſtrikes 
at the Fundamentals of the * Inſtead of being 


the only Chriſtian Scheme, it totally overthrows ** Chrj/- 

tian 

* Matt, v. 18. + Jam. i. 1). t Ifai, ali. ft 
Gal. ii. 21. Rom. iv. 14. 


** St. Paul ſays of thoſe Preachers, who taught Juſtification by the 
Works of the Law, They would pervert, or (as the Original wear 
may be tranſlated) ſubvert and overthrow the Goſpelof CHRIS * 
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tiauity itſelf. For, it would render the Promiſe abortive, 
and ſuperſede the Neceſſity of Faith. It would deſtroy 
the very Exiſtence of Grace, and make even the Death 
of CHRIST a ſuperfluous Tranſaction. 

Ther. This I ſee, Apaſio; That the Method of ob- 
taining Acceptance on Account of our own Sincerity, is 
a benign Expedient ; ſuch as correſponds with the com- 
paſſionate Nature of the DEITY; and is, what the 
Apoſtle ſtiles, being juſtified by Faith, without the Deeds 
of the Law. | 

Aſp. How ! to be juſtified by Faith, and juſtified by 
Sincerity, the ſame Thing !—ls it poſſible ?-Let me 
illuſtrate my Query by a Similitude, which our preſent 
Situation ſuggeſts, Sometimes an eaſy Compariſon is 
more convincing, than a laboured Argument. 

From this pleaſing Eminence, We command an ex- 
tenſive View of the Country. Our Eye connects the 
artleſs Grandeur of Nature, with the elegant Embelliſh- 
ments of the Summer-houſe. Nor is the public Road 
the leaſt entertaining Part of the Scene. Becauſe it 
preſents Us with a moving Picture; with a perpetual 
Succeſſion of new Objects. How many Travellers have 
paſſed in Review, ſince We took our Seat in this agree- 
able Elevation! Juſt at this Inſtant, a Stage- coach bolts 
out of the Lane : filled, I ſuppoſe, with Paſſengers, that 
reſide in the Neighbourhood, or are to lodge in the 
next Market-town, We will ſuppoſe them ſet down at 
their Journey's End. An Acquaintance viſits them: 
congratulates them on their Arrival: and aſks that cuſ- 
tomary Queſtion, © How they came?“ —““ We came, 


To pervert, give a wrong Turn, or a falſe Colour, ſeems not to expreſs 
fully the Apoitle's Idea, nor to preſerve the native Energy of his Ar- 
gument, 'The Greek Word is equivalent to the Hebrew jon, which 
we generally render evertere, Gal. 1. 7. 

It may be worth our while, to deſcribe Beza's Deſcant upon the 
Paſſage : which is no leſs pertinent, than it 1s important, Quid enim 
magis contrarium g Fidei, five gratuite Fuſtificatioi, quam Juſtificatic 
ex Lege, five Meritis, nm C HRISTT fed neftris ? Itaque que wolunt ita 
dus conciliare, magis etiam ſunt inepti, quam ft quis conetur Lucem cum Tene« 
bn Mortem cum Vitd conjungere. 


WE fay 
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« ſay they, without walking a Step ourſelves ; yet by 
* NI as far as We were able. —Is this Anſwer in- 
telligible? Are theſe Sentiments conſiſtent? So intelli. 
gible is my Friend's Doctrine. So conſiſtent is Juſtifi- 
cation, vouchſafed without the Deeds of the Law : and 
Juſtification obtained, by performing the Deeds of the 
Law, as well as We are able. 

Ther. Without the Law, ſignifies, Without the Ne. 
ceſſity of an exact and unerring Conformity to it. . 

Aſp. This 1s not without, but by the Law, qualified in 
the Rigour of its Demands, and departing ſomewhat 
from the Perfection of its Precepts. Could You affirm, 
with any Propriety, that this Part of the Hemiſphere is 
without the Sun ? Becauſe, an intervening Cloud has mo- 
derated its Fervour, and abated its Glare. 

What ſays the Apoſtle ? His Words in another Place, 
will determine his Meaning in this. If a State of Ac- 
ceptance with G OD, be of Yorks; be referable to our 
own Obedience, whether ſincere or perfect: it is no more 
of Grace* ; no more the Effect of free Favour, but a 
Recompenſe owing to Worth, or a Reward belonging 
to Worth.—Works and Grace, in Point of Juſtification, 
are irreconcilable Oppoſites T. On this Pinnacle they 
cannot ſtand together, One muit ſupplant and over- 
throw the other. 

But why do I ſpeak of Grace? If my Friend's Opi- 
nion prevail, Grace is at an end. What We took to be 
the Goſpel, turns out a Covenent of Works. Salvation 
ceaſes to be a free Gift, and becomes a neceſſary Pay- 
ment. For, to Him that Worketh, that performeth what 
the Law requires, is the Reward not reckoned of Grace: 


* Rom. xi. 6. The Paſſage produced by A4/pafio, refers immediatch 
to the Doctrine of Election, and but remotely to the 3 of Juſt 
fication. However as the former includes the latter, if „at be per- 
fectly free, i cannot be the Conſequence of Works. The Argu- 
ment, therefore, I apprehend, is concluſiv ©, though The Proof 1 is not 
ſo direct. 

+ E diametro inter fe nn Meſes & FESUS* 0 H RISTUS: 
Lex & Promiffia : facere & credere : a Fides: Merces & Down. 
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but He may claim it as his Due; it muſt be paid Him, 
as Matter of Debt *. | 

ther. You take no Notice of what I urged, concern- 
ing the Benignity of this Scheme ; and how much it 
magnifies the Clemency of the great LEGISLATOR, 

Aſp. But why ſhould Clemency erect its Throne, on 
the Ruins of almoſt every other Attribute? This Me- 
thod would diſhonour the Yerecity of GOD; which has 
denounced a Curſe, upon every Deviation from his re- 
vealed Will. —It would depreciate the Adminiſtration of 
his Juſtice ; which cannot but puniſh, whatever violates 
his ſacred Precepts.—It would greatly derogate from 
the Dignity of his Law ; and make it a mere Thing of 
Wax. To bend; and truckle ; and take its Form, from 
the Sin and Weakneſs of human Nature. 


Ther. Will the divine Law then make no favourable 
Allowances for human Infirmities, for conſtitutional 
Faults, and Strength of Paſſion ? 

Aſp. Far be it from me to repreſent the Law of the 
MOST HIGH, either more ſtri&t, or more yielding, 
than it really is. To avoid all Poſſibility of ſuch a Miſ- 
take, let Us hear the Declaration of the Law itſelf. 
Curſed is every One that continueth not in all Things, which 
are written in the Book of the Law to do them J. 

Every one ; without any Exception of Perſons ; without 
any Regard to Pleas either of human Weakneſs, or violegt 
Temptation. —That continueth not; it is not enough to 
obſerve theſe holy Commandments, in the general Te- 
nour of our Converſation, Our Courſe of Obedience 
muſt be without any Intermiſſion; from the earlieſt 
Dawn of Reaſon, to the lateſt Period of Life. — all 
Things; We muſt refrain from all the Sins, that are for- 
bidden, and from every Approach towards them. We 
muſt practiſe all the Virtues, that are enjoined, and in 
their full Extent of Perfection. 


„Rom. iv. 4. + Gal. iii. 10. 
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In a Word; the Law inſiſts upon Obedience, perfeft 
in its Principle; perfect in all its Paris; perfect in every 
Degree ; and in each of theſe Reſpects perpetual *. —The 
teaſt Deficiency in any one Particular, renders Us liable 
to Vengeance; and, notwithſtanding any Sotrow for 
T ranſgreſſions, notwithſtanding all Pretenſions to Since- 
rity of Heart, conſigns us over to the Curſe. 

Theron pavſed—He ſeemed to be ſtruck with Surpriſe, 
But rallying his Thoughts replied. According to 
your Interpretation, this is the Language of the Law; 
Curſed is every One, that is chargeable with the leaf 
Sin. Nay, cord is every One, that is not perfe#!y 
righteous. But if his be the Senſe of the Paſſage, Who 
of all Ficſh can be ſaved ? 

Aſp. Say rather; If the Demands of the divine Lay 

are ſo wonderfully high; if its Sanction is ſo awfully ri- 
gorous ; then muſt every Mouth be ſtopped—then is 
all the World become guilty before GOD—and, by tht 
Works of the Law ſhall ns Man living be juſtified. 
Ther. ©& Curſed is every One, that is chargeable with 
te the leaſt Sin; that is not perfectly righteous.” I am 
aſtoniſhed at the Thought ! How wretched then is the 
State of Mankind! 

Ap. Extremely wretched, And ſo much the more, 
becauſe they are folding their Hands in a liſtleſs and gay 
Inſenſibility; when they ſhould be lifting them up to 
GOD, for Deliverance from the Wrath to come, Be- 
cauſe they are ſleeping in a falſe Security, or dreaming in 
preſumptuous Hope; while they ſhould be flying to the 
Strong-hold, and eſcaping for their Life; even for the 
Life of their immortal Souls, | | 


That the Law inſiſts upon an Obedience ab/olutely pe red, will be 


St. Paul's Argumentation, in his Epiſtle to the R mand, and to the 
Galatians. © Particularly Rom. iii, 23. iv. 15. Gal. iii. 21. Which 
Paſſages im-y, what Chry/oftom expreſſes ; Aeg dn i Anale tyireolas 
8) dhe, A rarra vu . Tore d uh iſo IoraToy* obαν Gas 


nn Dow, LH, page 548. een 
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The State of Mankind is moſt truly deſcribed by the 
Prophet. The Curſe of GOD, like a tremendous Fire 
is kindled all around them ; yet they know it not ; it burns, 
fiercer than ten thouſand fiery Furnaces, yet they lay it 
not to Heart .O] that the Terrors of the LORD, 
and the Voice of Conſcience, tnay awaken them, may 
rouſe them, before it be too late 

Ther. Will not ſuch exceſſively ſevere Doctrine drive 
People to Deſpair ? 

Aſp. It may. It ought.— This, I apprehend, increaſes 
your Aſtoniſnment.— But allow me to explain myſelf. 
A'Deſpair I mean, of being reconciled to the Almighty 
GOD, and of obtaining eternal Happineſs, by any Sa- 
tisfaction or any Duties of our own. This Deſpair is 
the Prelude to — @ Hope, and holy Joy. The 
Goſpel is a gracious Proviſion, made by the ſupreme 
royal Prerogative, for ſuch deſperate Souls. In this 
Deſpair, I am willing to live, and deſirous to die, 

Now you mention willing, how can You forget 
that gracious Manifeſto, publiſhed by the condeſcending 
KING of Heaven; If there be firſs a willing Mind, it 
is accepted, according to what a Man hath, not according 
to what He hath not f. ls it not plain from this Text, 
that infinite Goodneſs will admit our honeſt, though 
imperfe&t Endeavours ? And, ſince We are not able to 
pay „ will mercifully accept our 39% Obe- 

ence 

Aſp. I do not forget, but poſſibly my Friend may 
miſapply the gracious Manifeſto.— To whom was the 
Word of this Conſolation ſent? To true Believers ; 
who were eſtabliſhed in CHRIST ; were ſanctiſed in 
CHRIST|\; and abounded in Faith $.—If You likewiſe, 
my dear Theron, acknowledge Yourſelf a vile Sinner in 
your worſt, and an unprofitable Servant in your beſt 
Eſtate: if, in conſequence of this Acknowledgment, 
You fly for Refuge to the Wounds of a crucified 


* Ifai, xlii. 25, + 2 Cor. viii. 12. 4 2 Cor. i, 21, 
| 1 Cor, i, 2, $ 2 Cor. viii. 7. 
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SAVIOUR; and rely, for Salvation, only on his Obe. 
dience unto Death : then, You imitate thoſe Corinthian 
Converts. Then You may apply that indulgent Decla- 
ration to Yourſelf, And then would I venture to ad- 
dreſs You, in the elegant and chearing Language of the 
royal PREACHER; Go thy Way, eat thy Bread with Joy, 
and drink thy Wine with a merry Heart ; for GOD now 
accepteth * both thy Perſon, and thy Performances. 

But, if You overlook the Righteouſneſs of the bleſſed 
FESUS; if You depend upon. Yourſelf and your. own 
Attainments; You are (how ſhall I ſpeak it!) not ac- 
cepted, but accurſed. In ſuch a Caſe, You have already 
heard your Doom denounced, by the Leader of the 
Fews. You may hear it ratified, by the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, As many as are of the Works of the Law, who 
ſeek Juſtification by their own Obſervance of its Com- 
mands, are under the 0 1 +. 

Ther. Under the Curſe ? Not becauſe We preſump. 
tuouſly tranſgreſs; only becauſe, our Attempts to obey, 
though faithfully exerted, are attended with Defects? Is 
not this unreaſonable and ſhocking ? —Unreaſonable, that 
the GOD of Juſtice ſhould eſtabliſh a Law of ſuch con- 
ſummate Perfection, as no Child of Adam can, even 
with his urmoſt Aſſiduity and Care, fulfil ? Shocking, that 


* Feeleſ. ix. 7.—Aſpaſio's Remark diſcovers an Ambignity in the 
Word accepted. —If People mean, That ſincere Obedience ſhall be ac. 
cepted, as their juſtifying Righteouſneſs; as that which conſtitutes 
their Title to everlaſting Felicity ; the Propoſition is extremely falſe, 
If they mean; That the ſincere Obedience of juſtified Perſons, 
though very imperfe& in itſelf, ſhall be graciuſly regarded in CHRIST; 
ſhall find Favour through his all- recommending Merit: the Sentiment 
is unqueſtionably true. 

When Tigranes ſaw the reſolute and intrepid Tacullus marching up, 
with-a handful of Men, to attack his Hundreds of Thouſands ; He 
ſaid, with an Air of Raillery ; Do they come as Ambaſſndors ? Then they 
are a great Number. Do they advance as Enemies], Then they are wer 
few, With much greater Propriety may Aſpaſio ſay ; is Sincerity the 
Efer of Faith? Then We may rejoice in it with the happy Apoſtle, 
2 Cor. i. 12. Would Sincerity be the Condition of our Fuſtification ? 
Then We muſt renounce it, with holy Jeb, Chap, ix, 15. 


+ Gal, iii. 10, 


the 
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the GOD of Mercy ſhould thunder out fo ſevere a De- 
nunciation, on the leaſt inadvertent Breach, on every 
unavoidable Failure ?—This exceeds the relentleſs Rigour 
of Draco, or the tyrannical Impoſitions of the Ægyptian 
Taſk-maſters. Draco is ſaid to have written his Laws 
in Blood: Vet his Inſtitutions, though very difficult to 
be obſerved, were not abſolutely impracticable. And, 
though the Ægyptian Taſk-maſters inſiſted upon the full 
Tale of Bricks, without allowing the full Proportion of 
Straw, yet the Puniſhment they inflicted, was incompa- 
rably leſs than everlaſting Deſtruction. | 

Aſp. The leaſt Breach !—You take it then for granted, 
that ſome Violations of Duty are ſmall and inconſider- 
able. But this Extent and Severity of the divine Law, 
concur to correct every ſuch miſtaken Apprehenſion. 
They inform Us; that thoſe Sins, in which the Light 
of Nature could diſcern but little Turpitude ; that thoſe 
Sins of which the Voice of Reaſon would be apt to ſay, 
Is it not a little one? Even thoſe Sins are 8 
odious, and intolerably loathſome, in the Eye of JE- 
HOVAH. His Nature is ſo pure, and his Will fo 
righteous, that He cannot away with any Sin; He will 
not ſpare any Tranſgrefſion ; but pronounces a Curſe, 
even the Curſe of everlaſting Condemnation, upon all 
Iniquity.— This beſpeaks Purity and a Juſtice, worthy 
of GOD; great, tranſcendent, and deeply to be re- 
vered. Made ſenſible of this, We ſhall cry out with 
the Pſalmiſt; My Fleſb trembleth for fear of Thee, and I 
am afraid of thy Judgments. 

But this Severity, You 1magine, claſhes with the 
lovely Attribute of Mercy.—If GOD Almighty, in 
delivering his Law to fallen Mankind, intended to pro- 
poſe the Means of their Juſtiſication; I own, your Argu- 
ment would be valid, and your Inference undeniable. 
But the SurREuE LEGISLATOR had a very dif- 
ferent, a far more myſterious Deſign. — However, before 
We proceed to touch upon this Point, let me deſire to 
know your Opinion. 0 

or 
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For what Reaſons, think you, was the Law ordained? 


Ther. For what Reaſons ?—To deter Men from the 
Commiſſion of Vice, and excite them to the Practice of 
Virtue.—To ſet before them a Rule for their Conduct 
which, if they diligently obſerve, they ſhall be rewarded 


with eternal Happineſs; which, if they preſumptuouſly 


tranſgreſs, they ſhall be puniſbed with eternal Miſery, 

Aſp. If Man had never fallen, this Doctrine had 
been ſound Divinity; and this Method, a practicable 
Scheme. But, ever ſince the Fall, ſuch a Way of Sal- 
vation, is ſomewhat like the North Eaſt Paſſage. As 
Mountains of Ice, and the ſevereſt Rigours of Winter, 
block up this : ſo, extreme Impotence in Man, and the 
utmoſt Perſection in the Law, bar up that.—The Law, 
faith the Apoſtle, was weak * ; was abſolutely unable to 
juſtify Mankind, or any individual Perſon, Unable, 
not through any Defect in its Conſtitutions, but through 
the Fleſb; through the Corruption and Infirmity of hu- 
man Nature. | 

Therefore, in another Place He adds; Ir there bad 
been a Law given, which could have given Liſe 1. A 
Way of ſpeaking which denotes, not a Difficulty, but 
an Inpalſibility. Exactly like that Speech of JEHO- 


VAH to Abraham; Ir a Man can number the Duſt of | 


the Earth . Should You aſk, Why the Law could not 
give a Title to Life? I anſwer, Becauſe fallen Man 
was incapable of fulfilling its Precepts. And why was 
He incapable ? Becauſe thoſe Precepts required Perfec- 
tion ; inſiſted on Perfection ; and would admit of no 
Obedience, which came ſhort of Perfection |, to pals 
for a juſtifying Righteouſneſs. 

— 


* Rom. viii. 3. To eduvatoY TH roues ſays the Apoftle. Which 
reads flat in our Verſion, What the Law could not do. But is, in the 
Original, a vigorous Phraſe, and expreſſes an utter Imp:ſſiblliy, 

+ Gal. iii. 21. t Gen. xiii, 16. 

| This, and every material Article relating to the grand Subject of 
Juſtification, are clearly ſtated, ſolidly eſtabliſhed, and I think unan- 
ſwerably defended, in a little Treatiſe entitled, A Vindication of the 
eternal Law and everlaſting Goſpel, by Mr. Fohn Beart, When my 

Dialogues 


„ Man ronld not the moral Part 
Perform, and not performing, cannot live *, 


This is a Truth, much to be regarded. It is a fun- 
damental Point, and of the utmoſt Conſequence, in the 
Scheme of Chriſtianity. Yet, I know not how it is, 
many People have overlooked it, or miſtaken it. Many 
well-meaning People have unwarily entertained the ſame 
Notion with my Theron. Not apprehenſive, that they 
fruſtrate hereby the Grace of GOD, and render it of 
none Effect with regard to themſelves.— If You examine 
the ſcriptural Account of the Law, Tou will find it quite 
of another Strain. 

Ther. Pray let me hear the ſcriptural Acc unt. For, 
whenever thoſe pivine OracLes ſpeak, I am all At- 
tention, Where- ever they — their Authority, 1 
am all Submiſſion. 

Ap. By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin F. Far from 
being our Juſtifier, it is our Acguſer. It arraigns and 
ig Us guilty. It demonſtrates, beyond Poſſi- 

ility of Contradiction, that the very beſt among Us, 
have failed and come ſhort of our Duty; nay, that the very 
beſt among Us, have done amiſs, and dealt wickedly. 

{ was alive without the Law once, ſays the Apoſtle 1. I 
thought myſelf upright, obedient, holy ; and entitled, by 
virtue of thoſe Qualifications, to Life eternal. But when 
the Commandment came, ſhining in its Purity, and operat- 
ing with Power, Sin revived; a clear and lively Senſe of 


Dialogues were firſt publiſhed, I was unacquainted with this moſt ex- 
cellent Treatiſe. I am obliged to a benevolent Lady, fot recommend. 
ing it to me, and furniſhing me with it. Who has at her own Ex- 
nce, reprinted the Work; in order to diſtribute it among her 
iends, and beſtow It upon the Poor. By which, ſhe does an Ho- 
nour to her own Judgment, as well as a ſingular Service to the Chriſ. 
tian Cauſe, I have met with nothing more ſatisfactory, or more con- 
vincing. Nothing ſo conciſe, and at the ſame Time ſo comprehen.« 
five, Whoever has this Book, has the very Sinews of the Argument, 
and the very Marrow of the Doctrine. 
* Mirrox, Book XII. 298, 1 Rom. iii. 20. t Rom. 
ü. 9. 


* 


Guilt 
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Guilt ſhot, like a piercing Ray, through all my Soul. 
I ſaw myſelf chargeable with many paſt Provocations, I 
felt myſelf ſubje& to much remaining Corruption. In 
Conſequence of which, 7 died; my vain Conceits were 
blaſted; my preſumptuous Hopes expired ; I could not 
but acknowledge myſelf, juſtly liable to Condemnation 
and Death. 
ber. It had this Effect on Saul, when he was a ma- 
lignant and barbarous Perſccutor. But, when People 
are virtuous and benevolent, what Purpoſe does it then 
ſerve ? 275 

Aſp. A very important one. Yet ſuch as may, pro- 
bably, at the firſt Hearing, affect Vou with a little Sur- 
prize. The Law entered, ſays the Apoſtle, that the Of- 
fence might 

Ther. Be reſtrained, no doubt. 

Ap. That the Offence might abound *, is the Aſ- 
ſertion. | 

Ther. Surpriſing indeed! Is it poſſible that GOD's 

Law ſhould give Countenance to Sin ? Nay, add Spurs 
to the Sinner ? 

Aſp. Let us beware of miſtaking our ſacred Caſuiſt. 
The Law entered, not that the Commiſſion of Sin might 
be authorized, but that the Abundance of our Sins might 
be manifefted. That all Mankind, even your virtuous 
Perſons, may perceive the great Impurity of their 
Hearts ; the great Multitude of their Iniquities ; and 
the horrible Sinfulneſs of (what is called) the leaſt Sin 
in the Sight of GOD, " 

This End could not be anſwered by a Law, relaxed 
in its Demands, or warping to our Weakneſs ; only by 
a Syſtem of Precepts, every Way exact, and in all De- 
grees perfect. Whoever would repreſent to his Neigh- 
bour, the Spots that ſully, or the Scars that disfigure 
his Countenance, muſt effect the Deſign not by a ſtained 
but by a pure Mirror, 


* Rom, v. 20, 
+ And therefore was Law giv'n them, to evince , 
Their natural Pravity, Mirr. B. XII. . 

| Ther, 
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Ther. The Knowledge of Sin, and a Convition of our 
exceeding Sinfulneſs /—Theſe are Intentions, which I 
ſhould not have ſuſpected. 

Aſp. Theſe are not all. There is another Intention 
of the Law, equally neceſſary, and no leſs awful. Ir 
reveals the Wrath of GOD, againſt all Ungodlineſs and 
Unrighteouſneſs of Men *.— Having fer before the Sin- 
ner, his innumerable Offences, and enormous Guilt; it 

roceeds to the Doom, which He deſerves. It un- 
ſheathes the Sword of Juſtice, and threatens the Offen- 
der with everlaſting Deſtruction. Againſt al Ungodli- 
neſs, upon every Tranſgreſſion, it denounces the Curſe 
—the inſupportable and eternal Curfe of GOD. ; 

Ther, A modern Writer ſuppoſes, that GOD may 
ſet afide the Law, in Favour of frail Men. I might far 
more reaſonably ſuppoſe, that He would mitigate the 
Law, on the ſame Conſideration, But what You urge, 
makes me afraid to lean on ſo precarious a Prop. 8 

Aſp. To look for Comfort and Salvation from this 
Quarter, 'would be worſe than leaning on a precarious 
Prop. It would be to lean, as the Arabian Proverb 
ſpeaks, on a Wave of the Sea : which will not only fail 
to ſupport, but will certainly ſwallow up, the unadviſed 
and raſh Depender. For Oxx greater than any modern 
Writer has affirmed, that every Word or Thought, op- 
polite to the Spirit of the Law, renders a Man liable to 
Hell-fire f. | £ 

Set aſide or mitigate | No, Theron; rather than the di- 
vine Law ſhould loſe its Honours, Sodom and Gomorrab 
were laid in Aſhes; the antient World was deſtroyed 
with a Deluge ; the preſent Frame of Nature is deſtined 
to the Flames, and all its unholy Inhabitants will be con- 
demned to Hell. —Nay, rather than the leaſt Little of 
the Law ſhould paſs unaccompliſhed, its Curſe has been 
executed on GOD's own SON; and all its Injunc- 
tions have been fulfilled, in the Perſon of FESUS 
CHRIST. Which demonſtrates the DEITY to bg 


* Rom, i, 18, + Matt, v. 22, 29, 30. 


inflexibly 
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— 2 earneſt, a3 to every Word, ſpoken in his 
perſect Law. 125 | 

Ther. As I dare not confide in the modern proviſion- 
ary Salvo, ſo neither ean I accede to your ſevere and 
terrifying Notions.— The Laws of a wiſe and beneficent 
Governor, are calculated for the Good of his Subjects. 
What Good, what Advantage can acerue to Us, from 
2 ſuch a Sentence, and poſſefling ſuch Convic- 
tions 

A. Though I might mention many Advantages, [ 
ſhall content myſelf with ſelecting one, Which is not 
only valuable in itſelf, but the Introduction to every ſpi- 
ritual Bleſſing, —When, by the Inſtrumentality of the 
Law, and the Illumination of the SPIRIT, We are 
brought under ſuch Convictions; then We are taught to 
fee our Danger ; then We are made to feel our Miſery : 
and then We ſhall no longer ſleep in Security, but ſo- 
 licitouſly look out for Deliverance, and gladly accept the 
ſovereign Remedy. 

Der. The Law, according to your Repreſentation, 
is intended to accuſe me—to convili me to condemn me. 
So it becomes, inſtead of a falutary, a killing Syſtem. 

Aſp. The Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life *, 
If We adhere to the literal Senſe, without attending to 
the ſpiritual Deſign : if We regard only the Precept 
and the Sanction, as they ſtand in themſelves; and nei- 
ther conſider, nor improve them, as acting in Subſer- 
viency to the ME DIA T OR's Righteouſneſs ; they are 
doubtleſs a killing Ordinance, and bind Us down under 
a Sentence of Death. But rightly improved. Hold 
let me proceed no farther with the Argument. 

You are a Sportſman, Theron, and delight in the 
manly Reereations of the Field, You muſt therefore 
have read that fine Poem, which ſo elegantly deſcribes 
your favourite Diverſion. 

Ther. The Caass, I ſuppoſe, You mean. 
Ap. The fame, Do you remember the Deſcription 
of the royal Stag Chaſe ? | | 


* 2 Cor. iii. 6. 


Ther, 
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Ther. Perfectly well. It is not a Week, ſince I pe- 
ruſed the whole Paſſage ; and with as much Pleaſure, 
as if it had been entirely new. 

Ap. Then You can give me a Summary of the agree- 
able Narrative. 

her. Ican. But will not this Chaſe lead Us very far 
from our Subject? 

App. Perhaps, not fo far as You imagine. I have a 
Reaſon for my Requeſt. 

Ther, What Reaſon, I beſeech You ? 

Aſp. You ſhall ſoon know. Only favour me with 

the Account. 
Ther. I proteſt, I cannot diſcern the leaſt Connection, 
between theſe rural Sports, and the grand Topic of our 
Converſation, However, ſince you command, I will im- 
plicitly obey. 

The Stag, rouſed from his Lair, ſhakes his dappled 
Sides; toſſes his beamy Head; and, conſcious of ſupe- 


rior Agility, ſeems to defy the gathering Storm. Tou 


ſee, ſpeaking of Poetry, I have catched ſomething of the 
poetical Strain. 

Ap. So much the better. This enlivened Manner 
excites my Curioſity. It makes me more deſirous to 
hear the Sequel. | 

Ther. Firſt, He has Recourſe to Stratagem and eva- 
five Shifts. He plunges into the Copſe ; darts acroſs 
the Glade ; and wheels about in doubling Mazes; as 
though He would purſue, even the Foe He avoids. The 
full-mouthed Pack unravel all his Windings, and drive 
Him from his wily Arts. | 

Now, He betakes Himſelf to Flight, and confides in 
his Speed. He burſts through the Woods ; bounds 
over the Lawns ; and leaves the lagging Beagles far be- 
hind, The Beagles, flow, but ſure, trace his Steps, 
through Woods, through Lawns, through Half the ex- 
tended Foreſt. Unwearied, ſtill unwearied, they urge 


their ardent Way, and gain upon the alarmed Object of 
e 225 


Again 
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Again He flies. Flies with redoubled Swiſtneſs. 
Shoots down the Steep.; ſtrains up the Hill; ſweeps 
along the Fields ; and, at laſt, takes Shelter in the im- 
menſe Receſs of ſome ſequeſtered Grove. The ſaga- 
cious Hounds hang, with greedy Noſtrils, on the Scent, 
They recover, by indefatigable Aſſiduity, the Ground 
they had loſt. Up they come a third Time; and join- 
ing in a general Peal of Vengeance, hurry the affrighted 
Animal from his ſhort Concealment. 

Perplexed, and in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, He ſeeks the 
numerous Herd. He would loſe Himſelf, and elude 
his Purſuers, amidſt the Multitude of his Fellows. But 
they, unconcerned for a Brother's Woe, ſhun the miſer- 
able Creature, or expel him from the ſelfiſh Circle. 
Abandoned by his Aſſociates, and haunted with Appre- 
henſions of approaching Ruin, He trembles at every 
Leaf that ſhakes. He ſtarts; he ſprings ; and wild, 
and ſwift as the Wind, flies he knows not where, yet 
pours all his Soul in Flight.—Vain, vain are his Efforts. 
The horrid Cry, lately leſſened, thickens upon the Gale, 
and thunders in his Ears. Now, the poor breathleſs 
Victim is full in View. His Sprightlineſs forſakes Him, 
His Agility is ſpent. See! How He toils in yonder 
Valley, with faultering Limbs, and a hobbling Gait. 
The Sight of their Game, quickens the Pace, and whets 
the Ardour, of the impetuous Hounds, With tumul- 
tuous Violence they ruſh in, and with clamorous Joy 
demand their Prey. 

What can He do? Surrounded as He is, with in- 
ſulting Tongues, and ravenous Jaws? Deſpair is ca- 
pable of a; cata the timorous Breaſt, Having 
nothing to hope, He forgets to fear. He faces about, 
and makes a reſolute Stand. The Trunk of a ſturdy 
Tree, covers his Rear ; and his own branching Horns, 
defend Him in Front. He ruſhes upon his Adverſaries; 


ſome ; lays others groveling on the Turf; and 


makes the whole coward Pack give way. 
Encouraged by this unexpected Succeſs, his Hopes 
revive. He rallies once again his drooping Spirits; ex- 
; erts 
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erts the little Remainder of his Strength; and ſprings 
through the Midſt of the retiring Rout.— It is his laſt, 
laſt Chance. He ſtretches every Nerve; once more 
joſes Sight of the Rabble from the Kennel; and, find- 
ing no Security on the Land, takes to the Water. He 
throws his burning Sides into the River; ſails down the 
cooling Stream; and ſlinks away to the Verge of ſome 
little ſhelving Iſland. There finding a Reſting-place for 
his Feet, He fkulks cloſe to the ſhady Margin. All 
immetſed in the Waves, excepting only his Noſtrils, He 
baffles, for a while, the prying Eye of Man, and the" 
keener Smell of Brute. | 

Diſcovered, at length, and forced to quit this un- 
availing Refuge; He climbs the ſlippery Bank. Un- 
able to fly any longer, He ſtands at bay againſt an aged 
Willow. Stands, all faint with Toil, and ſobbing with 
Anguiſh. The Crouds that gather round Him, with 
mercileſs and outrageous Tranſport, triumph in his Mi- 
ſery. A Multitude of blood-thirſty Throats, joined 
with the ſonorous Horn, ring his Funeral Knell.— The 
Tears, till this fatal Inſtant unknown, guſh from his 
languiſhing Eyes, and roll down his reeking Cheeks. 
He caſts one more Look on the Woods, the Lawns, the 
pleaſing Scenes of his former Delights. Adieu! A lon 
Adieu to theſe ! He now expects his Murderers ; an 
prepares, as his laſt poor Conſolation, to fell his Life as 
dear as poſſible. 

At this moſt critical Juncture, the roya/ Sportſman 
comes up. He fees the diſtreſſed Creature; and, as 
ſoon as he ſees, He pities. The Clemency, which at- 
tends the Throne, accompanies even the Diverſions of 
Majeſty. He iflues the high Command. The pro- 
hibitory Signal is given, The Pack, though eager for 
Blood, are checked in a Moment, And not checked 
only, but called off * from the Prey, - Diſappointed and 

| | © growling, 


Called off, I apprehend, is too flat. Tore off would have been 
nore expreſſive. - And this would have reminded Us of a molt beau- | 
ifa l Metaphor, uſed by the ſacred Hiſtorian ; when He deſcribes, or 
Vor. I. 2 * FT + rather 


growling, they retire; - and leave the intended Victim of 
their Fury to enjoy his Liberty, his Safety, and his Eaſe 
ain, 

I have now followed the Stag, till I have tired your 
Patience, Why did you ſuffer me to run on, at this 
extravagant Rate? You know I am, on theſe favourite 
Topics, an everlaſting Talker. 

Ap. Why this Apology, Theron ? I am ſure You did 
not ſee my Mouth yawn, or my Head nod, while You 
was purſuing your Subject. Beſides, I intend to make 
Nepriſals, and put your Attention to the ſame Trial. 

Thus the Strictneſs of the Law purſues the Soul; diſ- 
lodges it from every Refuge of Lies; and never remitz its 
terrifying Menaces, till the poor Delinquent ceaſes from 
Self-confidence, and fixes on CHRIST for his whole 
Salvation *. | 

The Man, perhaps, is awakened into a ſerious Con- 
cern for his eternal State. In Conſequence of which, 
He relinquiſhes his profane and iniquitous Practices. 
Breaks the Sabbath, and defrauds his Neighbour no 
more. — But the Law quickly repreſents, and in a glar- 
ing Light, that a negative Obedience is by no Means 
ſufficient. 

Upon this, He betakes himſelf to a Courſe of ow 
Holineſs. Gets acquainted with religious People, and 


rather paints, the Procedure of David, in the Cave, 1 San. xxiv. 7. 
His Men urged Him, and with great Vehemence, to ſlay Saul; fince 
Providence bad delivered that implacable Perſecutor into his Hand. 
Our Tranſlation ſays, He broke them. Whereas the Original ſays, He 
re them off, eager and impatient as they were; and retained them 
from murdering the helpleſs King.—It ſeems to be an Allufion to the 
above-mentioned Practice of Huntſmen ; who tear off the ravenous 
Pack, and with-hold them from devouring the fallen Prey.—Tt is the 
ſame Word, which expreſſes the Action of Sampſan; when He rent 
1 5 the young Lion, and tore Him Limb from Limb. your. See 

udg. xiv. 6. 5 

1 Hominem urget, donec is af CHRIST UM confagit. Tun 
ipſa dicit ; Aſylum es nadtat; defino Te perſequi; ſapis, ſaluns es. BEXGEL- 
at is; the Law urges and purſues the Sinner, till He flies for Re- 
fuge to FESUS.CHRIST. Then the Law ſpeaks to this Effect; 
« You are entered into the Strong- Bol, and I remit the Purſuit; my 
« Demands are ſatisfied, and my Curſes ſilenced. You are wi; 


« You are ſafe; You are happy. 
performs 
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rforms religious Duties. Prays in ſecret, and attends 
ublic Ordinances. Conſcientiouſly obſerves the LORD's 

Day, and regulates his Behaviour by the Rule of GOD's 
Commandments. Now, He is ready to congratulate 
Himſelf on his remarkable and hopeful Reformation. 
Soon he perceives, that all his Proficiency is but Skin- 
deep: a mere oufide varniſh: which has not penetrated 
the inner Man. He begins, therefore, to watch over 
the Motions, and bewail the Evils of his Heart. He 
labours to ſubdue Pride, and curb Paſſion; to purge out 
filthy Luſts, and to baniſh ſpiritual Wickedneſs. Not- 
withſtanding all his Vigilance, Conſcience flies in his 
Face, either for the Neglect of ſome Virtue, or the Com- 
miſſion of ſome Sin. The Law rings in his Ear 
that terrible Denunciation; © Curſed is He, that per- 
« formeth not a Things.“ | 
Struck by this Conviction, his Wounds bleed afreſh. 
He is obliged to ſeek ſome new Balm for his Sore. In 
order to appeaſe an offended GOD, and atone for his 
ſinful Relapſes, He makes many ſorrowſul Confeffions; 
poſſibly, ſubmits to voluntary Sufferings. He denies - 
Himſelf, and beſtows liberally on the Poor. He fighs 
deeply, and mourns bitterly.—But can Waters that are 
muddy, cleanſe the Garment that is filthy? Wilt Thou 
ſatisfy, O vain Man, wilt Thou ſatisfy for one Sin, by 
committing another? In 7he/e gray Exerciſes, were 
thy Thoughts ſteadily de vout? In thoſe Acts of Benefi- 
cence,. were thy Affections truly charitable ? And did 
lub proceed from [a pure undefiled Heart ? If nor, ſuch 
fancyed Reparations of paſt Faults, only aggravate the 
heavy Score. | | 
What ſhall He do ? He cannot pay. To beg He is 
ahamed. Fain would He enter into Life, yet not be 
wo much indebted to Grace. He attempts therefore 
to compound with Heaven. He binds Himſelf by ſo- 
mn Vows, perhaps by ſacramental Engagements, to 
uſe 2 Circurtiſpeion ſor the future. Then turm 
lis Eye to the diyint ME DIAT OR; not with a View 
ck telying wholly on 1 bit only to ob- 
| 2 2 . tain 
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tain ſuch a Supply, as may make up the Deficiencies of 
his own. —Somewhat like this was the Miſtake of the 
Galatian Converts ; againſt which St. Paul in his Epiſ- 
tle to that People, fo ſolidly diſputes, and ſo ſharply in- 
veighs . Aſſuring them, that if they add to their 
REDEEMER's Death and Obedience, any other 
Requiſite whatever, in the Matter of Acceptance with 
GOD, CHRIST ſhall profit them nothing. * 

For a while He holds faſt his purpoſed Integrity. At 
length, falling ſhort, evidently if not ſcandalouſly ſhort, 
in executing his Part, a ſtartling Voice ſounds in his 
Ear, that dreadful. Alarm; © Curſed is He that con- 
« tinueth not in all Things.” An impartial Conſcience 
interprets the Voice ; and undeniably proves, that who- 
ever commits the leaſt Sin, or fails in any Point, does 
not continue in all Things. His Heart ſinks with Dif- 

couragement, and all his Reſolutions hang their en- 
feebled Heads. He has tried every. Method, that He 
can deviſe; and has found every Method ineffectual. 
All his Expedients are a Spider's Web; and his Hope 
1s, as the Ewing up of the Ghoſt f. 8 
His Soul, purſued by the Law, and hunted by Ter- C: 
ror, is brought to the Gates of Death, or the very Brink WI de 


* Sharply indeed! For, inſtead of ſaluting them, under the ho. WI. 
nourable Title of Saints, and Faithful in CHRIST FESUS; He M. 

ſtigmatizes them with that ſevere Appellation, O fool; Galatians /— for 

And as to their Practice, which was a Departure from Juſtification by the 

CHRIST alme, He ſtyles it, not merely an Error, but an Error of 
the moſt miſchievous and horrid Kind—ex Infatuation, a Bewitchery, 

Tic eCaoxar. Gal. iii. 1. * 

- + St. Paul expreſſes all this in his uſual Manner; that is, very con- 


— Deron oe 


CY * 
* WAH 


cifely, yet very forcibly, Gal. iii, 23. Tre royor s@pupeprBcs (vyrirduc- | 
3 rex? We * lest under the Law, Gut up unto Faith, ©op101 
He compares the Law, its Demands and its Curſes, to a Garri/e ot 
Priſm. The Walls ſo ſtrong, that it is impoſſible to make a Breaci 8 my 
in them; ſo high, that it is impoſſible to oyerleap them, Let the con- "ten 
fined Captive, turn which Way He will, make whatever Attempt ke aly, ; 
can, there appears no Hope of a Releaſe ; nay, there remains 110 Pol- "Pre 
fibility of Eſcape. Unril the bleſſed REDEEMER, by his Obe. H *n0 
dience and Death, pep oor of Deliverance, This Door Fans ud 
EDT rt oo 
* 8 


wanſmits Him into Light and Liberty , 


DIALOGUE IX. 343 


of Deſpair. And now the PRINCE of Peace, now 
the LORD our Righteouſneſs, appears for his Reſcue. 
Now is accompliſhed that gracious Declaration; O [/- 
rael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thy Help *.— 
Driven from every falſe Refuge, and drawn by the 
bleſſed SPIRIT, He comes weary and heavy laden 
to CHRIST. Convinced of the Sin of his Nature, 
the Sin of his Life, and the Sin of his beſt Duties, He 
renounces Himſelf in every View. This is all his Sal- 
vation, and all his Deſire, that He may win CHRIST, 
and be found in Him. Did that poor affiifted Woman 
ay, If I may but touch bis Garment, I ſhall be whole ? 
With equal Ardour does this enlightened Sinner cry ; 
« If I may but have Fellowſhip with the glorious IM- 
« MANUEL, in his Merits and in his Spirit, I am 
« alive from the Dead; I am happy for ever.“ 

Having ſeen a Glimpſe of the REDEEMER and 
his tranſcendent Excellency ; having received a Taſte 
from the inexhauſtible Fulneſs of his Grace; O! how 
He longs for brighter Manifeſtations! How He thirſts 
after more plentiful Draughts! ¶oſoever comes to 
CHRIST, fhall in no wiſe be caſt out. He that awakens 
theſe ardent Deſires, in his due Time gives the defired 
Bleſſings. After various Conflicts, the poor wngodly' 
Wretch believes f. He believes, that the S ON of the 
MOST HIGH died in his Stead, and was obedient 
for Bis Juſtification. Believes, that all the Riches of 
the adored MEDIA T OR's Life and Death are for 
Linners — for the worſt of Sinners— for Him T. 


Hol, xjii. 9. + Rom, iv. 5. 4 
| See this Work of Grace, and Procedure of Converſion, more 
copiouſly diſplayed, in a valuable little Piece intitled, Human Nature 
m its fourfold State, by Mr. Tuouas Bosrox, page 227.— Which, 
in my Opinion, is one of our beſt Books for common Readers. — The 
*itences are ſhort, and the Compariſons ſtriking. The Language is 
eaſy, and the Doctrine evangelical. The Method proper, Plan 
comprehenſive, the Manner ſearching, convincing, yet conſolatory.— 
If another celebrated Treatiſe is ſtyled, The whole Duty Max, I 
would call this, The Wnolz of Mar. As it compriſes what He 
ver by Creation what He is by Tranſgreſſion what He Gould be 
rough Grace—and then what He ill be in Glory. 
0 m4 ' "oP? 
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By this Faith, receiving CHRIS I and his Benefits, 
his Heart is purified ; his Heart is quickened. He ab- 
hors every evil Way, and is fitted for every good Work. 
Tho Temptations aſſault Him, He derives Strength 
from his SAVIOUR; reſiſts the Devil; and is faith. 
ful unto Death.—Though Corruptions defile Him, He 
flies to the Fountain opened for Unckanpeſs * ; makes daily, 
hourly Application of the Blood of Sprinkling ; and goes 


on his Way rejoicing in GOD his SAVIOUR. 


Ther. Your Diſcourſe puts me in mind of 4bſalem's 
Procedure, when Joab refuſed to make Him a Viſit. 
The Prince ordered his Servants to ſet on fire the Ge- 
neral's ſtanding Corn. This Stratagem had its in- 
tended Effect. The Apprehenſion of Danger drove 
Him, when the reſpe&ful Invitation would not lead 
Him, to a perſonal Interview. Fou ſeem to ſuppoſe, 
that the Law was made fo perfect and fo rigorous, with 
ſome ſuch Deſign. A Deſign, to lay Us under a Ne- 
cefſity, of renouncing our own Works, and flying to the 
Atonement of CHRIST. | 

Afp. With ſuch a Deſign, it was delivered on Sinai, 
And for this Opinion, I have a far better Authority, 
than my own Suppoſition. We are aſſured by unerring 
Wiſdom, That CARIST is the Fnd of the Law . lt 
points invariably to Him. It terminates wholly in Him. 
And ther obtains its principal Purpoſe, when Sinners are 
brought to their Divine REDEEMER, for Righte- 
ouſneſs. Then, there is no Occaſion for a Mitigation 
of the Law; for an Abatement of its Demands, or a 
Moderation of its Curſe. Becauſe, We have that in 
CHRIST, which fulfils its Demands and exhauſts its 
Curſe; which maintains jrs Honour, yet juſtifies its 
Tranſgreſſor. 9 In, | 
The Law bath included all Mankind under Sin |. Hath 
drawn, as it were, a Net of Guilt and Vengeance 23 

* | | « 


* Zech. xiii, 1. + 2 Sam. xiv, 30. f Rom. x. 4- 
| G-/. iii. 22. Connacio:,— The ſacred Original is fomewhat more 


gompret« n ve than A/po/i0's Interyretation, It 15 notwarlas, bor 
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ghe whole World. Vet not with an Intention, that any 
ſhould be diſcouraged now, or periſh for ever: but that 
every One may ſee his inexpreſſible Need, of a SA- 
YIOUR's Death, and of a SAVIOUR's Obedience “. 
That being thus prepared, both to value and receive ſo 
precious a Bleſſing, the Promiſe of Juſtification by Faith 
n FESUS CHRIST may be given — freely given 10 
them that Believe. PE : 

Let Us advert to this grand Aim of the Law, Then, 
We ſhall ſee Goodneſs, unqueſtionable and ſovereign 
Goodneſs, in forming its Conſtitution ſo ſublimely per- 
fel, and making its Threatenings ſo — ſevere, 
Excluſive of this wholeſome Severity, We ſhould ſu- 
pinely diſeſteem, perhaps, wantonly reje&, the Grace of 
the Goſpel. The prodigal Son would never have returned 
to his Fat er, in that humble, ſubmiſſive, ſupplicating 
Poſture ; if He had not found his Circumftances utterly 


Which denotes Things, as well as Perſons: And implies, that nothin 
We have, nothing We 4, is free from Sin; till the Merits of CHR. 
intervene, and the Blood of CHRIST be ſprinkled, : 

* Witfus, ſpeaking of the Law delivered at Sinai, ſays; Fade ef 
Na Faderis Operum Lee ad Iſraelitas Peccatorum & Miferie 
faz corvincendos, ex ſeipfis expellendes, de Neceſſitate SatisfaRionis edocerts 
du, & ad CHRISTUM compellendos ; & fic inſervit Farderi Gratiæ. 

Animadver. IX EN, p, 9. 

The Nature and De/ign of the Law were, I think, emblematically 
taught, by the Circumſtances attending its Delivery.—The Mountain, 
not to be trodden by any //raelite, or touched by any Beaſt, on Pain 
of Death—The Voice of Thunder, and the Glare of Lightning 
the Sound of the Trumpet, and the Clouds of Smoke The vaſt 
Range of Hills and Rocks, trembling at their Center—Six hundred 
thouſand Men ſtruck with inexpreſſible Conſternation—And Myer, 
even Mz/es himſelf, the Favourite of Heaven, terrified exceedingly—+ 
All theſe indicated the righteous, the rigoraus, and the auf, Import 
of © The Word ſpoken.” | | y 

Nor was the Ea of theſe aſtoniſhing Incidents, without a fpiri. 
tual 1 The People durſt not adventure upon a perſonal Ap... 
proach, but had Recourſe to a Mediator, They requeſted that Moyes 
might interpoſe ; and tranſact Affairs, between the terrible J EH O- 
VAH, and the gyilty Congregation.—Such an Impreſſion, the Pu- 
nty and the Rigour of the Law, ſhould make on our Hearts; ſhould 
drive Us from Self toa SAVIOUR; deter Us from confiding in 
=, — of Works, and urge Us to ſeek the Righteouſneſs 
> Orace. 


Z 4 ruined, 
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ruined, - and felt Himſelf periſhing with Hunger, no 
more would the conceited Sons of Adam, diſclaim, all 
Pretence to any Merit of their own ; and, with the Hal- 
ter“ of Self-condemnation about their Necks, fall down 
at the Feet of a merciful REDEEMER; if they 
were. not inſtigated by the ſharp Goad, or rather driven 
by the flaming Sword of the Law. LEN 
Ther. Has the Law then nothing to do with our Tem- 
er and Converſation? Is it no longer to be conſidered 
as a Syſtem of Duties? No longer to be regarded as a 
Rule of Life ? LE 
Aſp. When it has forced the Lines of Self-righteouſ- 
neſs, and driven Us to FESUS CHRIST (that only 
Citadel of Safety!) for Acceptance and Salvation; ben 
it ſerves as a Rule for our Conduct. _ Then it ſnews Us, 
like a Friend and a Guide, how to order our Converſa- 
tion, and adorn our Profeſſion ; how to glorify GOD, 
and expreſs our Gratitude to CHRIST. But, till it 
has accompliſhed the fore-mentioned End, it thunders 
Vengeance; it flaſhes Terror; it is, as Myſes ſpeaks, a 
1. 188 N N 
And is it, my dear Theron, a fiery Law? What then 
ſhall We do, without that meritorious Obedience of the 
REDEEMER ; which is, to the guilty Soul, as be 
Cold of Snow in the Time of Harveſt F.—Is it a Law, 
which wworketh Wrath? Then let it endear to our Af. 
fections that ineſtimably precious Goſpel, which preacheth 
Peace by FESUS CHRIST JI. -Is it the Miniftration 
CondenmationF? O! let it quicken our Flight to that 


* Alluding to thoſe remarkable Words of Nenbadad's Servants; 
Let Us put Sackeloth upon our Loins, and Ropes upon our Heads, and 
go cut to meet the King of Iſrael; peradventure He awill fave thy Life, 
D . | | 

+ Fiery Law, Deut. xxxiii. 2. I dare not affirm, that this is the 
exact Import of the Original, nor do I preſume to determine the pre- 
ciſe Signtfication of a Phraſe, ſo remarkably difficult. But as this is 
our received Verſion ; as it ſuggeſts a very »/eful Truth: and a Truth, 
which, in the preſent Age, is peculiarly needful to be inculcated; 1 
am inclined to acquieſce in the common Rendering. i 
Prov. xxV. 13. Akts x. 36. 5 2 Cor, iii. 9. 
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All-gracious SURETY, who was condemned at Pilate's 
Bar, that we may be acquitted at GOD's Tribunal. 

To all this agrees our celebrated Milton. Whoſe 
Divinity on this Subject at leaft, is as faultleſs, as his. 
Poetry is matchleſs. You will give me Leave to quote 
a few of his beautiful. Lines. Which recapitulates, as it 
were, the whole preceding Converſation : and, while 
they recapitulate the Converſation, confirm the Doctrine. 
This will make you ſome Amends, for my late tediouy 
Harangue. This will tip the Lead with Gold, 


So Law appears imperfe ; and but giv'n 
With Purpoſe to reſign them, in full Time, 
2 to a better Cav'nant ; diſciplin d | 
From ſhadowy Types to Truth; from Fleſh to Spirit : 
From Impoſition of ſtrict Laws, to free | 
\ Acceptance of large Grace; from ſervile Fear, 
To filial ; Works of Law, 10 Works of Faith *, 


* Book XII. 300. 


D I A- 
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ASPASIO, | 
GAIN, Theron! muſt we never lay aſide the 
Weapons of Controverſy ? ou put me in mind 
of the reſolute Athenian ; who having fought with dif. 
tinguiſhed Bravery on the Field of Marathon, purſued 
the vanquiſhed Perſians to their Fleet. At that very 
Inſtant, a Galley full of che Enemies Troops, was putting 
off to Sea. Determined, if poſſible, to prevent their 
Eſcape, He laid hold on the Veſſel with his Right-hand. 
Which was no ſooner fixed, than chopped off by the 
Sailors. The Warrior, not at all diſcouraged, ſeized it 
with his Left. When that alſo was cut away, He faſ- 
tened his Teeth in its Side; and never quitted his Gripe, 
till he reſigned his Breath“. | 
Ther. I have been reconſidering the Caſe of imputed 
Righteouſneſs; and am by no means ſatisfied, as to the 
Propriety of the Phraſe, or the Truth of the Doctrine; 
eſpecially, in the Senſe which You eſpouſe.—Objections 
ariſe, more ſubſtantial and weighty, than any that have 
hitherto been urged. And which, If I miſtake not, You 
will find it a more difficult Taſk to anſwer, | 


„ A. > r 


* The Athenian's Name was Cynægyrut. The Author who relates 
this extraordinary Story, is Fuftin, 117 the Reader ſhould think it 2 
Rhodomontade, I believe, He will not judge amiſs, And I promiſe 
myſelf, the ſame good Senſe will enable Him to diſtinguiſh, between 
what is hinted by way of Plaſantry, and what is urged by way of 


Argument, 
Aſp. 
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. T1 muſt do my beſt, And if my beſt Attempts 

prove unſucaeſsful, I ſhall ſay with the gallant Iphicrates, 

when overpowered by the Eloquence of his Antagoniſt ; 

« (My Adverfary is the better Actor, but mine is the 
te better Play,” f a 9; | 

I fay better—For to You, Theron, I will freely own, 
what to another Perſon I ſhould not be fo forward to 
diſcloſe ; - That I receive no Comfort, but from the 
habitual Belief, and daily Application of this precious 
Doctrine. Whenever I read the moſt correct and ela- 
borate Writings, which proceed in the contrary Strain, 
feel my Spirits heavy; I find my Proſpects gloomy; 
and not one Ray of Conſolation gleams upon my 
Mind. Whereas, much meaner Compoſitions, which 
breathe the Savour of this evangelical Unction, ſeldom 
fail to quicken my Hopes; to brighten my Views; and 

ut into my Mouth that piouſly alert Profeſſion of the 

ſalmiſt, I will run tbe Way of thy Commandments, now 
Thou haſt ſet my Hear, at Liberty“. Though I am far 
from laying any conſiderable Streſs upon this Obſerva- 
tion; farther ſtill from advancing it into the Place of an 
Argument; yet I may be permitted to mention it, in 
the Confidence and Familiarity of Friendſhip. 

Ther. An Opinion delivered with ſo much Modeſty, 
and fo nearly connected with my A/paſio's Comfort, has 
doubtleſs a Claim to my ſerious Attention. Otherwiſe, 
it might poſſibly provoke my Raillery. For, You muſt 
know, J am no great Admirer of inward Feelings. I 
cannot think them a very ſolid Method of demonſtrating 
your Point. It muſt be inforced by better Reaſons, if 
you would gain it Acceſs to my Heart. 

We muſt place, You ſay, a Dependence upon the 
LORD FESUS CHRIST, in all that He has done 
and ſuffered, What HE has done and ſuffered, You 
add, is our only juſtifying Righteouſneſs: and, to place 
our Dependence on it, is the only Way to receive Par- 
don of Sins ; the only Way to inherit eternal Lite, 


* Pal, cxix. 32. 


Ap. 
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As. I have ſaid it, Theron, and I abide by i it. This 
being the Righteouſneſs of G OD, is | . 

Ther.” Give me Leave, before Tou —— farther, 
to propoſe a Query. Does the Righteouſneſs of GOD 
ſignify the active and paſſive Obedience of CHRIST? 

/p. Righteouſneſs is a Conformity to the Law, in 
Heart, and in Life. As the SON of GOD — 
rily made Himſelf ſubject to the Law; perfectly fulfilled 
its Precepts; and ſuffered to the utmaſt its Penalty; 
this, I ſhould imagine, furniſhes Us with the aun and 
nmobleſt Signification of the Phraſe. 

Aber. What, If 1 or Others ſhould 1 imagine ow the 
Re verſe 2 

- Aſp. I thank my F * ſor his Admoniton. It is 
indeed taking too much upon me, to ſuppoſe, that my 
bare Imagination ſhould paſs for Orthodoxy and Truth. 
But is there nothing weighty in the Reafon, which! 
have alledged ? Was there no Righteouſneſs in our 


LORD's moſt free Submiſſion to the Commands of 


the Law, and in his perſevering Performance of all holy 
Duties? Was there no Righteouſneſs in the conſummate 
Excellency of his Nature, his Temper, his Converſa- 
tion? No Righteouſneſs in the matchleſs Perfection of 
his Acting, his Abſtaining “; his Suffering ? Nay; was 
not this Obedience, in the moſt plain and full Senſe of 
the Expreſſion, Ie Righteouſneſs of GO D ? Did it not, 
in every Senſe of the Expreſſion, and in every View of 
the Subject, anſwer the exalted Character? Being, as a 
maſterly Critic explains the Phraſe, * A Righteouſneſs 


« deviſed by GOD the FATHER, from all Eter- 


&« nity; wrought out by GOD the SON, in the 
« Perſon of FESUS CHRIST; applied by GOD the 
« HOLY GHOST, to the Sinner's Soul.“ 
Ther, This Doctrine of yours, if I rightly underſtand 
it, would make Remiſſion of Sins but one Half of our 


Juſtification ; and fometlung elſe neceſſary, in order ta 


* Alluding to the ry of moral Duties, given Us by Epitte. 
Life 


tus; in that well-known Adagy, Amrxy yy anx?. 
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Life eternal. Which is juſt as rational, as to ſuppoſe, 
That though one Cauſe may expel Darkneſs, another 
muſt ſupervene, in order to intröduce Light. 
Ap. The Nature of - Juſtification, and the Nature of 
Condemnation, are two Oppoſites, which will mutually 
illuſtrate each other. What is implied in the Condem- 
nation of a Sinner? He forfeits eternal Life, and is 
' doomed to eternal Death. What is included in the Juſ- 
tification of a Sinner? It ſuperſedes his Obligation to 
Puniſhment, and inveſts Him with a Title to Happi- 
neſs. Both which are procured by CHRIST's Media- 
tion in our Behalf; and both take place, when we are 
united to that Divine HEA D.—We ſuppoſe, there- 
fore, a Difference between the Benefits; but have no 
Notion of deriving them from two different Sources. 
We aſcribe them both to one and the fame All-ſufficten 
Cauſe, FESUS CHRIST the Righteous. ; 
- Your Compariſon, though intended to overthrow, I 
think, fully eſtabliſhes. the Sentiment. When yonder 
bright Orb makes his firſt Appearance in the Eaſt, what 
Effects are produced? The Shades of Night are dif- 
perſed, and the Light of Day is diffuſed. —To what are 
they owing? Each to a ſeparate, or both to the, ſame 
Origin? Every one's Experience will anſwer the Queſ- 
tion. Thus, when the Author of Salvation is mani- 
feſted in the Soul, He brings at once Pardon and Ac- 
ceptance. Both which conſtitute the Healing“ df the 
Nations; and both ſeem neceſſary to complete the Bleſſ- 
ing of Juſtification. | | 
To illuſtrate this Point, We will ſuppoſe Adam, con- 
tinuing in Innocence, and perſevering in Obedience. 
We will ſuppoſe Him come to the laſt Period of his 
Abode on Earth; appearing before the svupREME J VDOE, 
as a Candidate for eternal Life. How would his Sen- 
tence run! * Thou haſt been a Rebel; bur infinite 
« Mercy forgives Thee.“ Would it not rather proceed 
in this Manner ? *© Thou art perfeciy righteous; Thou 
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cc haſt been completely obedient ; therefore, infinite Fi- 
te delity rewards; Thee.“ Now, how could CHRIST 
bruiſe the os Head! How remedy the direful Ef- 
fects of the Fall, and reſtore the Happineſs loſt by Adam; 
if He did not both take away our Guilt, and put Us in 
Poſſeſſion of a perfect Righteouſneſs ? | 
Ther. This, I know, is the fine-ſpun Theory of your 
ſyſtematic Divines. But where is their Warrant from 
Scripture? By what Authority do they introduce ſuch 
Tubtle Diſtinctions? 5 TY 
Aſp. I cannot think the Diſtinction ſo ſubtle, or the 
Theory ſo finely ſpun. To be releaſed from the dam- 
natory Sentence, is one Thing; to be treated as 4 righ- 
_teous . Perſon, is evidently another, — Ab/alom was par- 
doned, when He received a Permiſſion to remove from 
Geſpur, and dwell at Jeruſalem. But this was very dif- 
ferent from the Recommencement of filial Intercourſe, 
and parental Endearment*. A Rebel may be exempred 
from the capital Puniſhment, which his traiterous Prac- 


tices deſerve ; without being reſtored to the Dignity of 


his former State, or the Rights of a loyal Subject. In 
Chriſtianity likewiſe, to be freed from the Charge of 
Guilt, and to be regarded as righteous Perſons, are two 
feveral Bleſſings; really diſtinct in themſelves, often diſ- 
tinguiſhed in Scripture, though always included in the 
very Eſſence of Juſtification. | X. 

| The Where are they diſtinguiſhed ? In what Texts 
of Scripture ? This is what I called for your ſcriptural 
Warrant. | | 
Ap. What think you of Job's Reply to his cenſorious 
Friends? GOD forbid: that I ſhould juſtify You 11 That 
He forgave them, there is no Doubt. Yet He could 


— 


+ Fob xxvii, 5. Vos juftos in Cauſd weftra adverſus me pronimtion. 
* SEHVULT, See the Word 'privp Jai. I. 8. Bengelius has, with his 
Sollckty and Correctneſs, explained the Meaning of dab. 
De mm Significatus ille valde pra guums; uf quam lat pater Peccatum 
cum Reatu & Vitio, tam late ex adver/ſo pateat Juſtitia, Denotant 
ame id, quo Homo fit, & judicetur, & dicathy juſtus, 
3: 41 * 1 not 
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not i them: could not allow their Reflections to be 
equitable, or their Behaviour charitable. 

What think you of Solomon's Supplication, Then hear 
Thou in Heaven, and do, and judge thy Servants ; con- 
demning the Wicked, to bring bis Way upon his Head; and 
juſtifying the Righteous, to give Him according to bis Righ- 
teouſneſs . To condemn, in this Paſſage, evidently 
ſignifies to pronounce guilty, and obnoxious to Puniſh- 
ment. By Parity of Reaſon, to ju/tify muſt denote to 
pronounce righteous, and intitled to Happineſs. 

What ſays Solomon's Father? Enter not into Judgment 
with thy Servant O LORD! For in thy Sight, fball uo 
Man living be juſtified f. A Man might be pardoned, if 
judged according to the Tenour of his own Obedience. 
But no Man could be declared righteous, in conſequence 
of ſuch a Tryal: this, before the ſupreme Tribunal, 
were abſolutely and univerſally impoſlible. 

From all which Paſſages I conclude ; That, to be ac- 
counted righteous, is different from, is ſuperior to, the 
bare Remiſſion of Sin. Is, as our Church expreſſes it, 
Of unjuſt to be made juſt before GOD. 
ber. All theſe Inſtances are ſelected from the Old 
Teſtament. The New, if I miſtake not, ſpeaks another 
Language. Conſider the Caſe of the penitent Publican. 
What does He requeſt? GOD be merciful to me a Sin- 
ner | What does He obtain? He went down to bis Houſe 
ſuftified $. If then the Petition and the Grant may be 
deemed correſpondent, Pardon and Juſtification muſt be 
reckoned equivalent. 

Ap. The Old and the New Teſtament are, in their 
Style and Contents, exactly correſpondent. Echo, in 
yonder Cloyſters, does not more punctually teverberate 
the Speaker's Voice, than thoſe divine Books harmo- 
nize with each other. | 

It will not follow, fram the Publican's Reque® and 
the Publican's Bleſſing, That Pardon and Juſtification 


Ki Il. 52. 1, Pfal. exliii. 2. See alſo Plat. il. 6. 
Heb, Bib, © t Luke 21 14. KK? 7 


are 


ene 

are the ſame. Only, That GO 's Bounty frequently 
exceeds our Prayers, and is larger than our Expectations. 
Or, that the Bleſſing which was implored, and the Bleſs- 
ing which was vouchſafed, are inſeparably connected, and 
always accompany each other.. Ih 


” 
= 


That they are not the ſame, will appear from an In- 
ſtance recorded in the New Teſtament. The Inſtance 
I mean; of CHRIST and Barabbas.—Of Barabbas the 
Judge might properly ſay ; * He is a notorious Male- 
ec factor. But I acquit Him. I releaſe Him.” This 
is Pardon. —Of CHRIST the Judge actually ſaid; J 
find nb Fault at all in Him. To which the Centurion 
added; Certainly this was a righteous Man. This is 
Juſtification. | 
What I am aſſerting, will more evidently appear, 
from that gracious Proclamation, made by the facred 
Herald; Be it known unto You, Men and Brethren, that 
- through this Man is preached unto You the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins: and by Him, all that believe, are jusririnp from 
all Things. Did the captive Grecians leap for. Joy, did 
they rend the very Air with their Shouts ? When the 
Cryer, by Command of the Roman General, proclaimed 
Liberty—wiſhed-for Liberty to them all? And ſhall not 
our Hearts ſpring with Tranſport and Gratitude, when 
We hear this Meſſage of Mercy from the Ambaſſadot 
of Heaven! Let Us dwell upon it, a Moment. It 
may drop Balm on our Conſciences, while it yields Ar- 
ent for our Diſpute. | 7 
« Through this SAVIOUR, by his Order and in 
ec his Name, I propoſe to your Acceptance the free, 
<« the full, the abſolute Forgiveneſs of all your Sins. 
.« By which You ſhall be diſchafged from Guilt ; de- 
« Jivered from Puniſhment ; and-reſcued from all the 
tt dreadful Conſequences . of your Iniquities,” —Ine\- 
timable Grant ! Yet, in the laſt Clauſe, it proceeds to 
a Patent of. Honour. —<© Through this JESUS, who is 
« both GOD and Man, who was dead and is alive for 
& evermore, all that believe are jusTIFIED.: The Ver- 
« dict runs in their Favour. They are pronounced 
| | : ce righteous 
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« righteous in open Court. Juſtice itſelf declates, They 
« are without Spot and blameleſs.” . 

Ther, If this be Juſtification, it is a high Privilege in - 

geed. Too high, methinks, for ſinful Man 


to e 0 
2 Ie is 0 high, infinitely dee high, fo cnt Man 


to attain by any Obedience of his |own. But not too 

high for the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST to „ nor 

for the Grace of GOD to confer.—I appeal to yourſelf, 
igni 


whether this is not the cuſtomary and obvious Significa- 


tion of the Word. When a Criminal has been ſound 
pulley, but is freed from Puniſhment, We may ſay of 
uch a One, He is pardoned; We never fay, © He 
« js juſtified.” Then only a Perſon is juſtified, when 
his Righteouſneſs is made clear as the Light, - _ 
This the very Genius of our Language implies, and 
with this the Doctrine of the Apoſtle accords. St. Pau 
mentions ¶ Fuſtification of Life. Not barely an Exemp- 
tion from the Sentence of Death; but ſuch a Juftifica- 
tion, as gives a Title“ to the Reward of Liſe. The 
Words are very emphatical. We ſhall injure the Dig- 
nity of their Meaning, if We underſtand them in a 
more contracted Senſe. Towards the Cloſe of the ſame 
Chapter, We have another Paſſage, rich with Conſola- 
tion, and full to -our Purpoſe. Grace reigneth through 
Righteouſneſs unto eternal Life f. Here, is pointed out 
the prime Source of all our Bleſſings, infinitely free and tri- 
umphant Grace: The meritorious Cauſe, not any Works 
of Man, not any Qualifications of our on, but the per- 
ſect Righteouſneſs of our LORD FESUS CHRIST: 
The Efes or End of all; which is, not barely an Ab- 


Nm. v. 18. Aixaiwoy; ne off Declaratio divina illa qua Peccator, 
Mort rens, Vitee adjudicatur, idque Jure. Bzncer. This I take to 
be the preciſe Meaning of Juſtification.' Pardon is founded upon 
Clemency in the Judge ; Juſtification upon Righteouſneſs in the Party 
we. 0 Where there is any, * it be but the leaſt Fault, an 
upright earthly Judge cannot juſtify, Much leſs will the infinitely 
righteous Judge of Quick and Dead. But Sinners having, in the 
Obedience of CHRIST, a mgf perfe? Righteouſneſs, are juſtified 
idqwe jure, and that on Principles of Equity. W 
+ Rom. v. 21. 


Vor. I. Aa ſolution 
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that important and glorious Whole, JusTIFIbaTION! 


that I ſhould lay down my Life F. Thus it becometh Us, 


Life, it muſt be, not only through thoſe Sufferings which 
expiate, but alſo through that Righteouſneſs \ which 


-- merits. | . 
Sul. v. 5. 7 Rom. viii. 10. + John x. 18. 


I! Matt, iu. 15. | "whe $ Rom, Ve. 17. 
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ſolution from Guilt, but an Inſtatement in Life ; a Life 


of holy Communion with GOD in this World, to be 
crowned with an eternal Fruition of Him in another,” 

Accordingly, eternal Life is called The Hape, not of 
Forgiveneſs,” but of Righteouſneſs . And it is beſtowed, 
not barely becauſe of Abſolution, but becauſe of Rigbie- 
ouſneſs F.—I think, therefore, We have very: ſufficient 
Reaſon to diftinguiſh, between the Pardon which de- 
livers from Hell, and the Righteouſneſs which intitles to 
Heaven. The former does by no Means conſtitute the 
latter; but is connected with it, as a Link in the fame 
Chain; or included in it, as Part of the ſame Whole— 


Which, to every poor Sinner, who knows his undone 
Condition, muſt be incomparably more valuable, than 
ten thouſand Worlds. | [563.4 | 
Der. Admitting your Diſtinction to be proper; Is 
not the Death of CHRIST, ſufficient of .zt/eff to ob- 
tain, both our full Pardon, and our final Happineſs? 

Aſp. Since my Friend has ſtarted the Queſtion, [ 
-may venture, with all Reverence to the divine Coun- 
ſels, to anſwer in the Negative: it being neceſſary, that 
the REDEEMER of Men ſhould. obey, as well as 
Juffer, in their Stead. For this We have the Teſtimony 
of obr Church; © It had not been enough to be de- 
ee livered by his Death from Sin, except by his Reſur- 
cc xection We had been endowed with Righteouſneſs.” 
For this We have the Authority of our LORD; This 
Commandment, ſays He, have I received of my FATHER, 


adds He in another Place, 0 fulfil all Righteouſneſs |. 
To all which his Apoſtle ſubjoins ; that, if We reign in 


Der. 
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Nr, Our LORD's Teſtimony relates off to a po- 
ive Inſtitution, and is quite foreign to your P 4 
l have often been diſguſted at ſuch ſtrained Applica- 
tions of Scripture. The Partizans of a Syſtem wreſt 
the ſacred Book. They deal with divine Truth, as the 

Tyrant Procruſtes ſerved thoſe unhappy Creatures, who 
fell into his mercileſs Hands. Is a Text too ſhort, to 
{uit their Deſign? Our Procruſtean Expoſitors can ſtretch , 
it on ti Rack, and lengthen. its Senſe. + Is it too full, to 
conſiſt with their Scheme? They can op off a Limb, 
ſecrete a Sentence, or contract the Meaning. Is this to 
reverence the great GOD ? Is this to treat reſpectfully 
his holy Word ? 6. ! £52. 3, 6:63 

| Aſp. I have been grie ved, I gflure You, and diſguſted 
at this Practice, as well as Yourſelf, A Practice, not 
| only very irreverent, but very injudicious alſo. It really 
ls prejudices the Cauſe, it would unfairly recommend. 

. Such a Support is like @ broken Tooth, or a Foot out of 
joint * ; not only unſerviceable, but hurtful; an Ob- 

[ ſtruction, rather than a Furtherance.—However, I am 
n- not conſcious of committing any Violence on this Paſ- 
ut ſage, or of forcing it into my Service. The Circum- 
as 
0 


ſtance You object, rather ſtrengthens, than invalidates 
the Concluſion. If it was ſo requiſite for our bleſſed 
le- MEDIA T OR, to obſerve a poſitive and temporary 
ur- WJ laſtitution ; how much more neceſſary; to fulfil thoſe 
moral Precepts, whoſe Obligation is unalterable and ever- 
"bis laſting? At his Baptiſm, He obſerved the former; as a 
Token or 7 that through his whole Life, He 
would fulfil the latter TP. or: let * 
Beſides; it ſhould be conſidered, Whether CHRIST's 
dufferings were a complete Satisfaction to the Laws? 
Complete they were, with regard to the Penalty, not 
vith regard to the Precept. A Diſtinction obvious and 
veighty. From whence ariſes the following Argument; 


* Prov. xxv. 19. * 


} Hara Nraiocuν Omnes Fuſtitis Partes, atque adeo hanc quoque 
tzterarum mijorum Arrhabonem, | BzxGzL. mY 4 


Aa 2 © which, 
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which, for once, You will allow me to propoſe in the 
logical Form. 15 

By what alone the Law was not ſatisfied; by that 
alone Sinners could not be juſtified : | 
By CHRIST's Sufferings alone, the Law was not 
ſatisfied: 

Therefore, by CHRIS T's Sufferings alone, Sinners 
could not be juſtified. 

But when we join the active with the paſſive Obe. 

dience of our LORD; when We add to both, the 
perfect Sanctity of his Nature; how does our Juſtifica- 
tion ſtand firm, in the fulleſt Senſe of the Word! We 
have all that the Law demands, both for our Exemp- 
tion from the Curſe, and as a Title to the Bleſſing. 
Wer. Does not the Scripture aſcribe the Whole of 
our Salvation to the Death of CHRIST? Delivering 
it, as a never to be forgotten Maxim in Chriſtianity; 
That e have Redemption through his Blbed * : are 
brought near through the Blood of CHRIST I: nay, 
that We are juſtified (the very Point under Debate) 
through his Blood F.—Would the inſpired Writer have 
aſſigned theſe various Bleſſings to this ne Cauſe ; if it 
had been a Price inadequate to the Purchaſe, or a 
Means infufficient to accompliſh the End ? 
Ap. This Part of our LOR D's meritorious Humi- 
lation, is, by a very uſual Figure, put for the // bole. 
The Death of CHRIST includes, not only his Suffer- 
ings, but his Obedience. The Shedding of his pre- 
cious Blood, was at once the Inſtance of his Suf- 
fering, and the finiſhing Act of his Obedience. In this 
View it is conſidered, and thus it is interpreted, by his 
own Ambaſſador. Who, ſpeaking of his Divine MAS- 
TER, ſays, He was obedient unto Death, even the I\eatb 
of the C II. OST 


* Eph. 1. 7. + Eph. ii. 13. Rom. v. 9. 
p Pha % The EB f. pexps vv 32 ad, Not only 
in Death, but through his whole Life, ever unte Death. That fame 
Principle of Duty to GOD, which influenced our SAV LOUR's 
Life, carried Him on to the laſt and greateſt Act e Obedience, his 
voluntary Submuflion to Death, 
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By the ſame Figure, Faith is ſometimes ſaid to be a 
lively influential Perſuaſion, That CHRIST died for 
our Sins . At other Times, it is repreſented as a firm 
practical Belief, That G0 D hath raiſed Him from the 
Dead f. Neither of which can, without the utmoſt 
Contrariety to the Analogy of Scripture, be taken in 
the excluſive Senſe. Each A& muſt be underſtood, not 
ſeparately, but jointly. Each as implying both, or re- 
ciprocally inferring one angther. . x | 

In like Manner, when the Scripture aſcribes our Juſ- 
tification to the Death of CHRIST, We are not to 
think, that it would ſet afide, but imply his Obedience. 
It is not becauſe his active Obedience has no Concern, 
in procuring the Bleſſing ; but becauſe his bitter Paſſion. 
was the moſt conſpicuous, and the completing Stage of 
his eyer-glorious Undertaking, Then, and not till then, 
He could truly ſay; FATHER, I have finiſbed the 
Wark Thou gaveſt me to do Þ. | 

Ther. According to your Account then, it ſhould be 
poſſible for a Man to have all his Sins pardoned, yet 
not attain to complete Juſtificacion. Which is as contrary 
to ſound Senſe, and true Divinity, as to imagine, that 
Crookedneſs may be removed, and the Object not be- 
come ſtraight. 15 

Ap. No, Theron. I only apprehend, that Pardon 
does by no means exhauſt the whole Nature of Juſtifi- 
cation. For which I have a better Warrant than my 
own Apprehenfion. He was delivered for our Sins, and 
roſe again our Juſtification, O moſt comfortable 
“Word, faith our Church, evermore to be borne in 
e Remembrance! He died to put away Sin, this is ane 
« Part of Juſtification; He roſe again to endow Us with 
© Righteouſneſs.|.” This is the other Part. 

According to my Account, it is impoſſible, that the 
active and paſſive Obedience of our REDEEMER 


* 1 Cor, xv. 3. + Rom. x. 9. 2} John xvii. 4. 
| For this, and the preceding Quotation, ſee Our Homily as the 


Rejurre&ion, | 
Aa 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be disjoined To whomſoever the one is im. 
puted, from Him the other is not with-held, They were 
undivided in CHRIST the illuſtrious Head; and they 
are undivided in their Application to his myſtical Body. 
As CHRIS'F in ſuffering obeyed, and in obeying fuf- 
fered; ſo, whoever receives CHRIST as an Atone. 
ment, receives Him alſo as a Righteonſneſs. 

| Ah. has been obſerved before; and if this be real 
F act, what an ineſtimably precious Gift, is the Gift of 
CHRIST! Never was the moſt ſovereign Remedy, ſo 
admirably ſuited to any Malady, as this is adapted to 
our neceſſitous and miſerable State. In HIM may We 
be found living and dyihig ! How fafe, how happy then! 
Wet me not weary your Patience, if I repeat a Paſ- 
ſage from our excellent Dr. Lightfoot. Which, though 
artleſs and remarkably ſimple; has very much affckted 


my Mind; and, I hope, will leave ſome valuable Im- , 
preſſion on my F riend's. © Juſtification,” ſays that ju- 


dicious Divine, © is a Man's being intereſted: in all 


A CHRIST"s Righteouſneſs. And if any Thing is to 


<« be longed for, ſure that is, to be intereſted i in all 
* CHR is T's Righteouſneſs.” 


- Ther. Lou don't weary my Patience; weicher do You 


ſatisfy my Doubts. For You take no Notice of the A- 
ſurdity objected, and the Compariſon which enforces it. 
. Your Compariſon, my dear Friend, is not found- 
ed on a parallel ' Gale. 
find a Medium, between the Removal of Crookednefs, 
and the Succeſſion of Straightneſs. But Reaſon diß- 
cerns an apparent, and Revelation maintains an important 
Difference, between the Pardon of Sin, and à Title to 
Lit. This has already been proved from Scripture; 
and is, to me at leaſt, evident prove the very Nature 
Things. If a King, in Favour of ſome condemned 
Malefactor, revoke the Sentence of Death; this is one 
very conſiderable A& of Clemency. But if He pleaſes 
to make the pardoned Criminal, a Partaker of his King- 
dom, or an Heir of his Crown ; this ſurely i is a ne, 
and à much higher Inſtance of royal Bounty. 


IF | Since 


wy 
* 


Neither Senſe, nor Philoſophy 
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Since You inſiſt upon a Similitude, the Word of 
GOD, which always ſpeaks with conſummate Propriety,- 
will furniſh us with one. Zechariah illuſtrates the Doc- 
tine of Juſtification, He repreſents the Sinner by a 
Perſon arrayed in filthy Garments, His Pardon is de- 
ſcribed by taking away this ſordid Apparel. By which” 
Benefit, He ceaſes to be defiled ; yet is He not hereby 
cloathed; yet is He not hereby juſtified, This is an 
additional Feng, ſignified by putting on Change of 
Raiment *, and wearing beautiful Robes. —Here, the 
Circumſtances tally, The two conſtituent Parts of Juſ. 
tification, are ſeverally diſplayed, and ſtrongly marked, 
Here We have the Removal of Filth, and the Accef- 
ſion of Beauty; that which frees Us from being ab- 
horred, and that which renders Us accepted. Which, 
chough diſtinguiſhable in themſelves, and diſtinguiſhed 
by the facre Writer, are always united in the ayine 
Donation. * 

After all, IT readily acknowledge, that the rr 
of an earthly Sovereign, the Proceedings of an earthly 
. or the Generoſity of an earthly Benefactor, 

artial and inadequate Repreſentations of this 
wonderful Affair. Becauſe, in the Caſe of jultWying a 
Sinner, all is abſolutely free, yet all is ſtrictly due: 25 
ſalutely free, with reſpect to unworthy" Man; Aria . 
with regard to the Merits of CHR ISI. 

Ther. Due to CHRIST This Notion, I ſuppole, is 
founded upon a Covenant, a chimerical Covenant, 
CHRIST would take upon Him the Obedjence re- 
quired from Man, of which there is not the leaſt Inti- 
mation in holy Scripture, 

Ap. That CHRIST undertook every Thing neceſy' 
105 to redeem 4% Sinners from Death and Hell; every 

Ty neceflary, to procurg for attainted Rebels a Titla 

Life and Glory; this cagnot be reckoned chimerical. 
This muſt be as real, as that loſt Sinners are redeemed, 
of aimed Rebels reſtored. Every Proof of the one, 


* Zech. iii. 3 43 5+ * 8 5 
* Aa 4 proves 
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proves, and eſtabliſhes the other. This is what We call 
a Covenant; and, from its benign Nature, Tu Covz- 
NANT OF GRACE. | | 
Without andertaking this, I fee not how our LORD 
could ſuſtain the Character of a SURETY ; nor, 
without fulfilling it, how he could execute the Office of 
a REDEEMER.—And I believe, You yourſelf will 
be at a Loſs to ſhew, with what Kind of Juſtice the 
Eternal FATHER could lay“ our Iniquities on the 
innocent FESUS, unleſs He had conſented to be an- 
ſwerable for our Guilt. gr 
Ther. This is no Anſwer to my Objection. I ſaid— 
and it has been aſſerted by a very eminent and able Pen 
that there is no Intimation of any ſuch Covenant in 
the whole Scriptures, _ 8 
App. What then can be the Meaning of thoſe remark- 
able Words, in the Prophecy of Zecbariab! The Caun- 


fel of Peace ſhall be between them both f. Here, I * 


| * Ifai. Iiii. 6. 
+- Zech. vi. 12, 13. Theſe two Verſes contain a brief, but very 
fine Deſcription of the REDEEMER ; of his Perfon, his Off 
and his Glory; together with the all-gracious Cauſe, and ever. ble 
Fruit of dur Redemption. | 
His Peer: He is the Mar; or, as the Hebrew imports, the real, 
but at fame Time, the front Man. Vbeſe Name # the 


BRANCH; being the new Origin of a new Race ; the Father of a 


ſpiritual Seed, who are Children, not of the Fleſh, but of the Pro. 

miſe. A Branch that ſhall ſpring, not from a common Root, not 

from any human Planting, but ynrmm from wider Him/elf; being born 
of a pure Virgin, and by the Power of his own SPIRIT, He fhall 
be both Stock and Stem to Himſelf. - 

His Office: It is to bnild the Temple, the Church of the Elect; 
which is the Houſe of the living GOD. In which He dwells, and 
by Whom He is worſhipped. Loving the Foundation of this ſpiri- 

tual Edifice in his Croſs, and cementing it with his Blood, —Which 

He ſhall rule as a King, after having redeemed it as a Pricft; uniting 

the ſacerdotal Cenſer with the regal Diadem, and being a Prief upon 

his Throne. Hence proceeds his Glagy ; for, He fands not, like other 

Prieſts, offering daily the ſame Oblations ; but having, by one dacri- 

fice, obtained eternal Redemption for Us, is et down at the Right. 

hand of the MAJESTY on High. 
What is the Caſe of theſe great Events? What, but that moſt ſa. 
ered and auguſt Convention, the Council of Peace? Which was ſettled 

between them both ; between the LORD JEHOVAHo on one oo 


75 Bowe 
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the Covenant is mentioned, and the Parties are ſpecified. - 
—The Counſel of Peace, il I miſtake not, ſignifies the 
myſterious and unſearchable Contrivance, formed for 
the Recovery of ruined Man.— Formed and carried into 
Execution, by the LORD Almighty, or GOD the 
FATHER ; and that illuſtrious Perſon, who is to Build 
the Temple, and bear the Glory, A Character, which 
None can claim; a Taſk, to which None is equal; but 
the bleſſed JESU only. 
In P/alm the xlth, the Conditions of the Covenant are 
circumſtantially recorded. Which were the Incarnation, 
Obedience, and Death of the eternal SON: A Body 
baſt Thou prepared me. Lo! T come to do thy Will; and. 
to offer one Sacrifice for Sin *,—The Accompliſhment of 
theſe Conditions, 1s alledged and pleaded by our great 
ME DIAT OR, in the Introduction to his laſt ſolemn 
Prayer 7. What He implores, in the Proceſs of his 
Supplications, may be looked upon as the Recompence , 
decreed Him by the FATHER, and ſtipulated in 
this. magnificent Treaty.—Jmplores, did I ſay? Tis 
very obſervable, that our LORD makes a Demand, 
rather than a Requeſt, The Expreſſion is not iu, but 
Jew |}. A Word of Authority, not of Supplication. 
He claims what, by the FATHER's Engagement, 
and oy his own Obedience, was become his unqueſ- 
tionable Right. | 
Here are the Parties of the Covenant; the Condi- 
tions of. the Covenant; the Performance of the Cove- 
nant; and the Reward, which, by virtue of ſuch Per- 
formance, is merited, is claimable, is due. All this, 


and the Man whoſe Name is the BRANCH on the other. Called 
a Council, from the entire Conſent, which actuated each Party; and 
the tranſcendent Wiſdom, diſplayed in the whole Scheme.— The 
Council of Peace, becauſe of its ſovereign Efficacy, to make Peace 
with an offended GOD, Peace in the accuſing Conſcience, Peace 
among People of jarring Tempers and diſcordant Principles. 
* Heb. x. 5, 7, 12. + John xvii. | 

t This Recompence is ſpecified and promiſed, in another authen- 
tic Copy of the ſame grand Treaty, regiſtered Jai. xlix. 16. 

| Not 1 beg, but I v John xvii, 24. Sic wolo, fic Jubes. 


I ſhould 
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I ſhould imagine, amounts to an Intimation, and ſome. 


what more than an Intimation of the Covenant. 5 
Ther. This You call the Covenant of Grace: But if 
We are juſtißed by CHRISI's fulfilling of the Law, 
We are juſtified by Works. So that, before Lou can 
ſtrike out ſuch a Way of Salvation, You muſt contra. 
dif Yourſelf; And, what is more adventurous, Lou 
muſt aboliſh that fundamental Principle of the Goſpel; 
By the Works of the Law, ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified, 
 Afp. We are, I grant it, juſtified by Works, But 
whole ? The Works of CHRIST, not our own.—This 
is very far from contradicting Ourſelves ; equally far is 
it from aboliſhing, what You call a * Principle 6f the 
e Goſpel.” Which, though an undeniable Truth, is 
not an evangelical Doctrine. Becauſe, it only ſhews Us 
our miſerable State, and the utter Impoſſibility of re- 
lieving Ourſelves. Whereas, nothing is genuine Goſpel *, 

but what ſpeaks Comfort, and adminiſters Recovery. 
Between the Covenant of Works, and the Covenant 


of Grace, this, I apprehend, is the Difference. In the for- 


mer, Man was to obtain eternal Life by his 8 Obe- 
dience. By the latter, the Obedience of his Surety is 
accepted, inſtead of his own. The Righteouſneſs re- 


quired by both, is not fincere, but complete; not pro- 


portioned to the Abilities of fallen Man, but to the Pu. 
rity of the Law, and the Majeſty of the LAW GIVER, 
By this Means, the Glory of GOD as an awful So- 


vereign, and the Glory of his Law as an inyiolable Syſ- 


tem, are entirely preſerved and illuſtrioufly diſplayed. 
The Salvation of Sinners, neither claſhes with the Truth, 
nor interferes with the Juſtice of the Supreme LE G15S- 
LATOR. On the contrary, it becomes a faithful and 
juſt F Procedure of the moſt High GOD, to juſtify 
Him that believeth on JESUS, vote 


* The Goſpel, preciſely conſidered, and as it ſtands in Contradiſ. 
tinction to the Law, is the Doctrine of Pardon and Life through 
FESUS CHRIST; through his Satisfaction and Righteouſneſs, freely 
preſented to loſt Sinners, and freely to be applied for their Salyation. 


+ 1 John i. 9. 
ä Ther. 
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Ther. When You make this Difference between the 
two Covenants, where is your Authority from Scripture ? 
Which of the ſacred Writers have taught Us, that, 
though one demanded perſonal, the &t F is content 
with vicarious Obedienee ? 

n Which? The firſt Three, The moſt eminent - 
Hiſtorian ; the moſt enraptured Poet; and the moſt 
zealous Preacher, I need not inform You, that I mean, 
Moſes, David, and Paul. 

The Teſtimony of David has already been recited. 
Moſes gives Us a conciſe, but very inſtructive Account 
of the ſecond Covenant. With hom, according to 
5 Repreſentation, was it made ? Not with Adam, or 

y of his Poſterity, bug with the LORD FESUS 
CUR IST, in the Room and Stead of both. None of 
the Articles are propoſed to a poor, impotent, ruined 
Creature. It is not a Law of ommandments, but a 
free Promiſe only, that muſt afford Relief in a fallen 
State, Therefore the whole Burden is conſigned over 
to the interpoſing SAVIOUR, ſignificantly deſcribed 
by the Seed of the Woman. It is not ſaid, Thy beſt 
* Endeayours, O Adam, thy true Repentance and ſincere 
Obedience, ſhall retrieve this fatal Miſcarriage ; but, 
« the Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head“. 
« The SON of the MOST HIGH, by taking thy 
« Nature, ſubmitting to thy Obligations, and ſuffering 
“Death for thy Sins, HE, even HE ſhall fully repair 
te thy Loſs.” “ 

CHR IST, We ſee, undertook to execute the Condi- 
tions. CHRIST was our Reprgſentative in this great 
Tranſaction. For which Reaſon he is ſtyled by St. 
Paul, the ſecond Man t, and the Surety of a better Cove- 
nant f. Our Help being laid upon ONE, chat is fo 
mighty; upon ONE, that is ſo faithful; the Covenant 
is ſaid to be, In all Things well ordered and ſure]. Ad- 
mirably well ordered indeed, for the Comfort of the 


* Gen. iii. 15. + 1 Cor, xv, 48, t Heb. vii. 22. 
| 2 * xxili. 5. 1 ws 
Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, and the Security of his Salvation,—< Tis 
« true, may He argue, I cannot fulfil the Conditions; 
« and 'tis equally true, that no ſuch Thing is required 
« at my Hands. The LORD FESUS CHRIST, of 
* his adorably rich Goodneſs, has performed all that 
« was conditional“; and has. eſtabliſhed, for me and 
« for his People, a valid Title to the Promiſes $, the 
« Privileges, and— 

Ther. “ has thereby releaſed me from all Obligation 
te to practical Duty. Farewel then to our own Obe- 
dience. No more Occaſion for any Holineſs of Life. 
Nay; the Sluice is opened for an Inundation of Ungod- 
kneſs.— Fine Divinity truly ! Should I not rather fay ? 
Downright Antinomianiſm ! 

. Aſp. No, my Friend: CHRIST came not to deſtroy 
the Law, but to fulfil F. He has fulfilled it, to the utter- 
moſt, in his own Perſon. He has alſo merited for Us; 
thaſe Supplies of the SPIRIT, which alone can enable 
weak corrupt Creatures, to yield acceptable Obedience, 
Though our LORD FESUS died, and was obedient 
for the Ungodly ; though He always finds Us ungodly, 
when He juſtifies Us; yet He never leaves his People 
in this abominable State. On the contrary ; He teaches 


* TFirfzes, inſtead of repreſenting the Cætenart of Grace as a chime. 
rice] Thing, moſt affectionately and charmingly difplays its Excel- 
Jency ; Si guicquam erg? attentif/ima Confideratione dignum cenſeri debeat, 
jane i Fadus Gratie eft, Hic Via oftenditur ad 22 terreſtri Para. 
&inm, & ad certiorem ſiu bilnrempue Fæliritatem, ed qua Adamns excidit. 
Hic nova Hpes perditis Mortalibus allucet, ques eo grativr effe debet, qu 
mex/peAntior obwenit. Hic Conitiines offeruntur, quibws aterna Salus 
anxexa oft; Conditiones nom @ Nobis rurſus præſtundæ, quad Animum dt. 
/pondere faceret ; fed ab EO, qui Vita non exced:t, antequam were dixerit, 
Conſummatum eſt. De Oecon. Lib. II. Cap. i. 

+ Therefore the Apoſtle uſes this remarkable Expreſſion, Covenants 
of Promiſe, Eph. ii. 12,—Covenants, in the plural Number. Becauſe, 
adminiſtered at fundry Times, and manifeſted in diverſe Manners. 


Though the Subſtance of each was one and the ſame, namely CHRIST. 


— Covenants, not of mutual Contract, but of abſolute Grace; becauſe 

the Bleflings were not propoſed on the Foot of obligatory Conditions, 

but by Way of free Grant, or unconditional Promiſe, I ⁊uill be their 

GOD; Ai Gall be my People. Fer. xxx1. 33. 
7 Matt. v. 17. 

them, 
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them, and by this very Grace of free Juſtification, 7 
deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſt s. 

Pray, let Us conſider the Tenour of this Covenant ; 
ſince You are ſo very apprehenſive of its Conſequences. 
mill put my Laws into their Minds, and on their 
« Hearts will I write them f. They ſhall diſcern ſuch a 
« Beauty and Glory in my Precepts, as will engage 
« their Deſires, and win their Affections. So that it 
« ſhall no longer be their Burden, but their Delight, even 
« their Meat and Drink, to do the Will of their FA» 
« THER in Heaven.“ — This, You will own, is prac- 
tical Duty, in its moſt perfect Form. And this is one 
Benefit of the Covenant; one of the Privileges, pur- 
chaſed by our great MEDIATOR. Now it ſeems 
wondrous ſtrange, that the Purchaſe of an Eſtate for 
You or me, ſhould be reckoned the ſure Means, to 
deprive Us of the Poſſeſſion, or debar Us from the 
Enjoymeot. 

How often is this weak Surmiſe urged as an Argu- 
ment ?. All whoſe Plauſibility is owing, to a palpable 


Miſtake, or an egregious Fallacy : to a ſuppoſed Sepa- 


ration of Things, which are abſolutely inſeparable; 1 
mean, our Juſtification and our Sanctification .—Y ou 
are a Philoſopher, Theron. Try, if You can ſeparate 
Gravity from the Stone, or Heat from the Fire, If theſe 
Bodies and their eſſential Properties, if theſe Cauſes and 
their neceſſary Effects, are indiſſolubly connected; ſo are 
a genuine Faith, and a conſcientious Obedien&. To 
ſuppoſe them diſunited, is as contrary to ſound Divinity ; 
as it would be contrary to true Philoſophy, if You ſhould 
talk of a burning Subſtance that has no Warmth, or of 


r + Heb. viii. 10O0ꝓ ä 
See hai. xlv. 24. 1 Cor. i. 30. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Where theſe Bleſ. 
ſings walk Hand in Hand; and never were, nevet will, nevet can be 
parred, No more, than the delicious Scents, can be ſeparated from 


the beautiful Bloom, of the Roſe or Carnation, Let the Flower be 


ex , and the Fragrance tranſpires. Let Juſtification take Place, 
and, under a Senſe of this delightful Privilege, the Heart js purified ; 


a ſolid 


the Life is retified ; the whole Man ſanctiſied. 
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a ſolid Subſtance that has no Weight. Never therefore, 
my dear Friend, repeat this ſtale Objection; never pro- 
pagate this ungrounded * Clamour; nor adopt a Cavil, 
which is altogether as unphiloſophical, as it is anti- evan- 
gelical. ID | | + 
Iber. We digreſs from the Point. My principal 
Objection is not ſatisfied. I was obſerving that, ac- 
cording to your Manner of ſtating the Affair, Salvation 
is no longer free, but founded upon Works. They are 
the Works of the Law, though CHRIST performs 
them. To maintain, that We are juſtified by theſe 


This puts me in mind of what Theodorus replied to Phliclu; 
who was often infinuating, that He preached /centious Doctrine; be. 
cauſe He enlarged, with peculiar Aſſiduity, upon Faith in 7 ESUS 
«CHRIST; and frequently choſe ſuch Texts as, Believe in the LORD 
JESUS, and Thou Galt 3 8 

cc AA Salvation by JESUS CHRIST; and ive me Leave 
« toaſk, Whether You know, what Salvation by CHRIST means ?” 
— Philecles pauſed. He began to bluſh ; would have eluded the Queſ- 
tion, and declined an Anſwer.—“ No, ſaid Theodorus: You muſt 
« permit me to inſiſt * a Reply. Becauſe, if it be a right one, it 
cc will juſtify me and my Conduct; if it be a wwrong one, It will 
cc prove, that You blame You know not what; and have more Reaſon 
cc to inform yourſelf, than to cenſure others.“ 

This diſconcerted Him till more. Upon which Theodorus pro- 
ceeded. Salvation by CHRIST means, not only a Deliverance 
« from the Gilt, but alſo from the Poaver of Sin; the latter effected 
« by Means of the former. HE gave Himſelf for Us, that, having 
« reſcued Us from the Damnation of Hell, and reſtored Us to the 
c Hope of Heaven, He might, by the Faith or believing Enjoyment 
te of the Bleſſings, redzem Us from all Tniquity,*'—* Go now, Phi. 
& focles,, and tell the World, that by teaching theſe Doctrines, I pro- 
* mote the Caufe of Licentiouſneſs, And You will be juſt as ra- 
„ tional, juſt as candid, juſt as true, as if You ſhould affirm; That, 
when your Houſe was in Flames, the Firemen, by playing the En- 
«« gine, and pouring in Water, burnt the Building to the Ground, and 
«« Jaid your Furniture in Aſhes,” 

The fame may be ſaid of thoſe Writers, who to depreciate the 
Te it is in ZESUS, and to diſcredit the great Duty of a Sinner, 
talk of, © a preſumptuous inactive Reliance on the Blood and Merits 
« of CHRIST.” Which is mere Inconſiſtency. Made up of incom- 
patible Ideas. —A pretended or hypocritical Reliance there may be. 
But, whenever Reliance is real, it cannot be preſumpruons, becauſe it 
has GO D's Word for its Warrant; it will not be ina&ive, ſince it is 
a Connection with CHRIST the living Head, | 

* 1 Works, 
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Works, is to confound the Difference between the Law 
and the Goſpel. | | | 

Ap. Though We ſhould admit your Premiſes, We 
cannot acquieſce in your Concluſion. The ſame Righte- 
ouſneſs, by which we are 2 is both legal and 
evangelical... Legal, in reſpect to CHRIST, who was 
made under the Law, that He might obey all its Com- 
mands. Evangelical, in reſpect to Us, who work not 
Ourſelves, but believe in the great FULFILLER of all 
Righteouſneſs. This is much of the ſame Nature, with 
that other momentous Diſtinction in Divinity; Salva- 
tion is freely given, yet dearly bought. Freely given, 
with regard to Us ; dearly bought, with regard to CHRIST. 
So, We ate juſtified 25 Works, if You look forward to 
our SURETY : We are juſtified without Works, if You 
caſt a retroſpective View on Ourſelves, 


Theron was revolving theſe Points in his Mind,— 
Apaſio, after a ſhort Interval, renewed the Diſcourſe. — 
I'know not, whether my Friend 1s yielding to my Argu- 
ments, or ſearching after Objections ; deliberating upon 
a Capitulation, or muſtering his Forces for a freſh Sally. 
However, let me take. this Opportunity of dropping a 
Hint, and ſuggeſting a Caution. | 

The grand Reaſon, which inclines ſome People to 
reject this comfortable Doctrine, lies concealed, if not 
in an abſolute Diſbelief-of our LORD's eternal Glory 
and GODHEAD, yet in unſettled Apprehenſions of it, 
or an habitual Inattention to it. —If our SAVIOUR 
was not really GOD, as ſome Writers, unhappily miſ- 
taken themſelves, endeavour to perſuade the World ; it 
would be a reaſonable Practice, and entirely conſiſtent 
with their Scheme, to, diſavow the Imputation of his 
Righteouſneſs. Becauſe, upon ſuch a Suppoſition, his 
Obedience was no more than bounden Duty; in which 
there could not be the leaſt Pretence to Merit, and which 
could be profitable to None but Himſelf, —Whereas, 1 
We verily believe Him to be the incarnate GOD, his 
Submiſſion to the Law becomes an Act of voluntary 

„ Humiliation. 


. 
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Humiliation. Which Circumſtance, together with the 
tranſcendent Dignity of his Perſon, render his Obedience 
not meritorious only, but inexpreſſibly and infinitely me- 
ritorious. 

As the Blood of CHRIST is called GO D's own 
Blood * ; ſo the Obedience of CHRIST was performed 
in the Perſon of that adorable MEDIA TOR; who is 
GOD over all f. He acted through the whole Courſe 
of his Life, and ſuffered Death at the laſt, not merely as 
Man, but as GOD-man; as JEHOVAH-JESUS; 
IMMANUEL.—Let me entreat You to remember, 
ever to remember this all-important Article of our Faith, 
And may the bleſſed SPIRIT of Wiſdom give Us an 
Underſtanding, to know the weighty, the extenſive In- 
fluence of ſo glorious a Truth! 

Ther. Far be it from me, to derogate from the Dig- 
nity of our SAVIOUR's Perſon, or to depreciate the 
Merits of his mediatorial Office. Place them as high, 
as Words can reach ; exalt them as far, as Thought can 
ſoar; I ſtedfaſtly believe, You will ftill fall ſhort, un- 
meaſurably ſhort, of their real Worth.—But this Con-, 
ſideration ſeems to increaſe the Abſurdity of your No- 
tion. For, if CHRIS'T's Righteouſneſs, his very Righ- 
teouſneſs be imputed; then, the true Believers are alto- 
gether as righteous, as CHRIST himſelf. Whereas, if 
You maintain, that his Righteouſneſs is imputed only a. 
to its Effefts, You will keep clear of this Rock. 

Aſp. This, I apprehend, will be like keeping clear of 
Scylla, only to fall foul upon Charybais. It will drive 
Us upon a Method, which is inſufficient, unneceſſary, 
and apparently abſurd. — [n/ufficient. For, in order to 
Juſtification, that muſt be imputed, which anſwers the 
Demands of the Law. Now nothing can do this, but 
the Righteouſneſs, the very Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 

Who, by his perfect Obedience, is the End of the Lau 
for Righteouſneſs —Unneceſſgry. What Are the Effects of 
e REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs? Pardon of Sin, 


A xx, 28. + Rom, ix. 5, 
; 9 at. th and 


neſs of CHRIST is imputed, We have” Pardohy We 
have Juſtification: © Theſe therefore need not be im- 
putedz: becauſe they are poſſeſſed; poſſeſſed, as the 
never· failing Effects of an intereſt in the REDEEMER's' 
Righteouſneſs, SanCtification 1 is another Effect or Fruit 
of CHRIS s Righteouſneſs. But how ſtrange would 
it be, to talk of an imputed Love of GOD! Imputed 
Purification of Heart! Imputed Reformation of Life ! 
Is not Al this apparently abſurd? © | 

You are fixed in 7 houghr, my Friend. That Brow,' 
which is generally open and expantied; I'ſee contracted 


almoſt! into 4 9 Diſplealed, perhaps, with the” 


moroſe:and meagre mp of Argumentatioͤn. 
Ther. No, Apufo. Itam pot diſpleaſed; but [ muſt 
; confeſs, your Arguments puriny Attention a little apo 
; the Stretch. „ en 
Ap. Well then; we will ſlacken the Cord, and relieve 


your Attention; by giving a familiar and comfortable 
: View of this great. Tranſaction. It is repreſented in 
Scripture, under the Form of a judicial Proceſs. GOD 
Himſelf is the Judge: inconceivably holy to abhor, and 
inflexibly juſt ro puniſh Sin. A Tribunal q erected, 
and inſcribed with this Motto; HE will judge the Secrets 
of Men, and will in no wiſe clear the Guilty. The Perſons 
ſummoned to appear, are Adam and his Children. The 


Conſcience, and the Tempter of the Yrethren, Satan. 

All theſe advance and urge the Charge; the Charge of 
Guilt; horrid, aggravated, damnable Guilt, The Charge 
ls proved; is evidenced by ten thouſand thouſand Facts; 
s abſolutely undeniable. What can the Priſoner do? 


Now therefore He expects the Sentence of Condemna- 


and free beyond all Prep 0k JESUS CHRIST 
the Righteous, becomes an Advocate for the ſpeechleſy 
Vol. L. B b guilty 


DIALOGUE x. „ 
and Juſtification"of our Perſons. When the Righttouf-: 


Accuſers are, the Precepts of the Law, the Voice of 


He has nothing to alledge in his own Defence.” He ids 
dumb with Conviction, and covered with Confuſion— 


ton, and the Execution of * — But at this 
Hour of Need, a Refuge is provided by Grace, rich 


— — — _ 
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guilty Wrectch. IMMANUEL, the Son of GOD, 
and Son of Man, pleads his Caufe. * Deliver Him 
« from Deſtruction. I am his Surety. I have made 
*.2 full Atonement; I have brought in a complete 
t Righteouſneſs.” —This Plea, coming from a divine 
and; infinite Perſon, is allowed to be valid. Coming 
from the Repreſentative and Surety of the Sinner, is 
admitted on his Behalf, This is Imputation.— Then 
follow the Effects of divine Imputation. A Sentence 
is pronounced in the Sinner's Favour; abſolving Him 
from all Guilt; releaſing Him from all Penalties; de- 
claring Him approved of GOD, and entitled to Hea- 
ven. This is Juſtification. When the Holy SPIRIT 
convinces the Sinner, how much he ſtands in need of 
this Bleſſing ; teaches Him to ſee clearly, that it is per- 
ſectly free for his Acceptance; and enables Him, by 
Faith unfeigned, to apply it unto Himſelf ; then He is 
Partaker of the Gift, He is juſtified. Making continual 
Uſe of this unſpeakable Benefit, He knows, that He is 
paſſed from Death unto Life; and by this Knowledge, 
He is renewed ®, He is ſanZified. J 

This View will, I truſt, both relax your Attention, 

and comfort your Heart. 
. They. I am obliged to you, 4pafio, for your Illuſtra- 
tion, But ſtill. the Difficulty remains. To illuftrate, is 
one Thing; to demonſtrate, is another. The Light, 
which ſhews me the Colour of a Mountain, does not 
remove it from my Paths. If CHR I1ST's very Righte- 
ouſneſs is imputed to Believers, it ſtill appears to me, 
that Believers muſt be altogether as righteous as CHRIST 
himſelf. 

Aſp. Believers are Partakers of that very Righteoul- 
neſs, which renders CHRIST the Delight of his Al- 
mighty FATHER. They are intereſted in a /potie/* 
and everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Nay ; they are made tbe 
Righteoufneſs of GOD in CHRIST.—Notwithſtanding 
theſe glorious Privileges, Believers are far from being 


* Col, iii. 10. 


altogether 
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altogether as righteous as CHRIS T—nnlefs You can 
ſuppoſe, that to be the Receiver, is in all Reſpects the 
fame, as to be the Author and Finiſher—unleſs, to have 
an imputed Righteouſneſs, for our own particular Uſe, 
be altogether the ſame, as to have a mediatorial Righ- 
teouſneſs, for the Juſtification of Others—unleſs, You 
eſteem it one and the ſame Thing, to be made righteous 
Ourſelves by a meritorious Surety, and to make Others, 
even innumerable Millions of Sinners 1. from 
our Sn Stock of Merit, —Theſe are Circumſtances, 
which create a material, a marvellous Difference, between 
the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST and his People. Which 
yield Room for a vaſt, for an unmeaſurable Pre-emi- 
nence of his to theirs. | 

Ther. Admitting, that"Believers cannot make Others 
nghteous ; yet if CHRIS T's Obedience be accounted 
their Righteouſneſs, they ſeem to have no more Need 
of pardoning Mercy, than CHRIST Himſelf. 

Aſp. Les; becauſe, before this Imputation, they were 
funk in Guilt, and dead in Sins. Becauſe, after it, they 
are defective in their Duty, and in many Things offend. 

Ther. Does not this Doctrine render the Interceſſion 
of our SAVIOUR ſuperfluous ? What Occaſion have 
they for an Advocate with the FATHER, whoſe Righ- 
teouſneſs has neither Blemiſh nor Imperfection? 

Aſp. They ſtand in need of an Advocate; firſt, that 
they may be brought Home to the REPAIRER of their 
Breaches , and made Partakers of his Righteouſneſs by 
a real Faith. Next, that their Faith may be preſerved, 
notwithſtanding all Oppoſition, ſtedfaſt and immoveable,; 
or rather may be carried on, victorious and triumphant, 
even to the End. | Sn 

Ther. You ſay, © CHRIST performed all that was 
conditional; then He repented for Us, and believed 
for Us. This muſt be admitted in Purſuance of your 
Principles. But this is ſo wild a Notion, ſo contrary 


4 Reaſon and Scripture, that to mention it, is to re- 
ute it. 


# Tſai. lvili. 12. 
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Ap. CHRIST performed whatever was required by 
the Coverffnt of Works, both before it was violatedy 
and after it had been tranſgreſſed. But neither Repen- 
tance nor Faith were comprehended in this Inſtitution. 
It kne nothing of the one, and it would not admit of 
the Other. —It was not therefore neceſſary, neither in- 
deed was it poſſible, for our immaculate and Divine 
LORD, to repent of Sin, or believe in a SAVIOUR, 
B. He did unſpeakably more, He put away Sin by the 

acriſice of Himſelf * ; He is Himſelf the SAVIOBR of 
all the Ends of the Earth; and He has Power to beſtow 
that bleſſed SPIRIT, which worketh Faith, and pro. 


9 1 


duceth Repentance. | 

F Ther. However, from what you have advanced, this 
will unavoidably follow; Mat Man is to be jultified, 
under the Character of a notorious Tranſgreſſor of the 
Law; and juſtified under the Character of a ſinleſs Ob- 
ſerver of the Law. And what is this, but a glaring In- 
Ap. This is not preciſely the Thing, We mean. We 
maintain indeed, that a Man is juſtified, as a Tranſgreſ- 
ſor; for HE juſtifieth the ungodly. But being juſtified, 
He enters upon a new ſtate ; He acquires a new Cha- 
racter; He js no longer Darkneſs and Guilt, but Righ- 
teouſneſ and Light in the LORD.—Neither is this 
inconſiſtent, but harmonious; if We take in the two 
conſtituent Parts of Juſtification, The Acquittance from 
Guilt, and a Title to Life. The former ſuppoſes Us 
to be Tranſgreſſors of the Law; and ſuch the higheſt 
Saints in the World are. The latter requires Us to be 
Fulfillers of che Law; and ſuch muſt the Inheritors of 
Heaven be. Much leſs is this inconſiſtent, if We con- 
ſider Believer$ in their perſonal and relative Capacity; 
as they are in themſelves, and as they are in their 
SURETY. - Notorious or confeſſed Tranſgreſſors in 
Themſelves, they have a ſinleſs Obedience in CHRIST. 
The Conſciouſneſs of that, will be an everlaſting Motive 


* Heb. ix. 26. 
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tO Familicy, the Belief of this, an inexhauſtible Source 
of J 59 ; 

"Al this is no more conGitcar, than the Union of a 
gloomy Contexture, and a lightſome Splendor, in thoſe 
detached Clouds, which float atnidſt the Firmament. = 
themſelves, they are a Jouring and dark ColleCtign of | 
Vapours; by the Impreſſion of the Sun-bearns, [they | 
are fair and bright as the en Silver. | | 


The. After all, the Imputation wala? in pete is 
not the Imputation of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, but 


ol our own Faith. Agreeably tofthe"Apoſtle's expreſs 


Declaration, Abraham believed GO D, and it was imputed 
to Him for Righteouſneſs.” 
n This Objection admits the Ping i in Diſpute, 


| hough it controverts the Way anch Manner of obtaining 


it. Admits the Neceſſity of ſome alive, poſitibde Righ- 
teouſneſs, in order to our Juſtification. 775 this Par- 
cular, Jam glad to agree with my Theron - and in this 
Particular, 1 Fbekeve! the Generality of ſerious People 

e with Us both. Whenever their Conſciences are- 

awakened; whenever they ſeek to eftabliſh the Hope of 
eternal Life, they conſtantly turn their Eyes to eme 
Righteouſneſs. Which, they apprehend, may, either in” 
Whole or in Part, anſwer the Demands of JIEH O- 
VAH's Law. Some look to their o/ zealous Refor- 
mation and fxcere Obedience. Others call in to their 
Succour Works of Supererogation in this World, and 
the Diſcipline of Purgatory m another. My Friend 
would affign this Office to his Faith. + + 

Wer. Is this a proper Anſwer to my Objection, 45 
e The Text is point blank againſt Your Tenet. Tou 
do wiſely therefore, not to confront, but to elude the 
Evidence. 

Aſp. 1 did not intend it for an Anſwer; only as an 
ocafional Obſervation. Which, nevertheleſs, has a pretty 
cloſe Connection wich the Subject. — Neither would I 


„Rom. iv. 3. | * 
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uſe ſo mean a Subterfuge, as to elude an Argument, 
which I could not confute. If my Friend had allowed 
me 3 to explain myſelf, this ſhould have been my 
Reply. | EY | 
K is the very Nature of Faith, to renounce all Con- 
fidence in any Work, Duty, or Qualification of our own, 
It is the very Nature of Faith, to claim itſelf, and to 
find the Whole of our Juſtifying Righteouſneſs in 
CHRIST alone. © Not I, ſays Faith, but the infinite 
« Merit of my LORD.” This is molt forcibly de- 
monſtrated, and no leſs - zealouſly inculcated in the 
Epiſtle to the Philippjans*.” There the Apoſtle inter- 
prets Himſelf, and ſettles the Subject of our | ak 
Enquiry. There he expreſly declares that the Ground 
of his own Comfort, the Cauſe of his own Juſtification, 
was, not the Grace of Faith, but the Righteouſneſs which 
is of GOD by Faith. Not the Act of Believing, but 
that grand and glorious Object of a Sinner's Belief, The 
LORD our Righteouſneſs. And why ſhould We not 
regard the Narrative of his Experience, as the very beſt 
Expoſition of his Doctrine? 25 
Beſides ; what was that Faith of Abrabam, to which 
the Apoſtle refers? And which He propoſes, as the in- 
variable Model of our Juſtification ?—It was Faith in 
the promiſed Seed; even in FESUS CHRIST the Righ- 
teous . It was, a firm Perſuaſion, that this illuſtrious 
PERSON ſhould ſpring from his Loins: ſhould be the 
Author of eternal Salvation to Himſelf, and to a Multi- 
tude of Believers, numberlefs as the Stars of Heaven. 
Accordingly, 1t 1s affirmed by the Evangeliſt, That 
Abrabam ſaw CHRIST"'s Day. He ſaw his merito- 
rious Obedience; ſaw it with an Eye of Faith; and 
applying it to his own Soul, rejoiced, He rejoiced, You 
will oblerye, not in his own Faith, but in CHRIST“ 
Day. An evident Proof, that his Juſtification was 
effected; not by the former, but by the latter. Let Us 


'* Phil, ili. 7, 8, 9. + Compare Ger, xv. 5, 6, wit 
Gel, i, 6. | N 
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then tread in the Steps of that holy Patriarch; and we 
ſhall aſcribe little, We ſhall aſcribe nothing to our Faith; 
but 40 to the infinitely excellent Righteouſneſs of our 
REDEEMER. ; 

Ther. Sure, Apaſio, You will not preſume to correct 
Inſpiration ! The inſpired Writer makes no mention of 
a REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs. He ſays expreſly 
and poſitively , that is, Abraham's Faith, and not any | 
Thing elſe, was counted uuto him for Righteouſneſs. 
Ag. True, Theron; as thoſe Windows are reckoned, 
are counted, The Lights of your Houſe, And why? 
Becauſe they, and not any Thing elſe, illuminate ? No; 
but becauſe they afford a Paſſage to the illuminating 
Rays. Through them, the firſt and beſt of Elements, 
is diffued into all your Habitation.— S0 We are ſaved by 
Grace througb Faith; by Grace imputing, through Faith 
accepting, the Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. 
Grace is the magnificent Source of this nobler Light; 
Faith is the Means of tranſmitting it into. all the Facul- 
ties of the Soul. | 

When our LORD declares to the diſeaſed Woman, 
Thy Faith hath made thee Whole * : how are We to un- 
derſtand his Words ? That the Patient's Belief, and not 
the Agency of CHRIST, wrought the Cure? To ſup- 
poſe this, would be extremely derogatory to the Power 
of our great PHYSICIAN. And if We aſcribe Juſ- 
tification to the Act of Believing, this will be equally 
derogatory to the Obedience of our great MEDIATOR. 
In the former Caſe, CHRIST and his omnipotent Ope- 


ration, were All in All. In the latter Caſe, CHRIST 


and his infinite Merit are All in All. In Both Caſes, 
Faith is only the Eye to diſcern, or the Hand to receive, 
the ſovereign Good. 

Ther. I apprehend, the Apoſtle means, that Abraham's 
Faith, inſtead of his own perfect Obedience, was admig- 
ted as his juſtifying Righteouſneſs, and became the 
Cauſe of his Acceptance with GOD, 


* Matt. ix. 22, 
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Ad. This, I think, cannot be the Meaning. Be. 
cauſe Faith is very particularly diſtinguiſped from! the 
Righteouſneſs which is ) Faith, which is of Faith *, 
Theſe Forms of Expreſſion, put an apparent Difference 
between the evangelical Faith, and the evangelical Righ- 
teouſneſs. Since, whatever is by another, and of an- 
other, cannot without the greateſt Violence to Reaſon 
and Language, be reckoned that other.—If Faith itſelf 
was the Cauſe of our Acceptance with GOD, then We 
ſhould be juſtified, ' each by ſomething of his own f. 
Whereas, it ſtands upon Record in the Scriptures ; it is 
an adjudged Point in the Court of Heaven : that By 
ONE Man's Obedience Many ſhall be made righteous . 
Alf Faith itſelf was the Cauſe of our Acceptance with 
GOD, then We ſhould be juſtified by a Righteouſneſs, 
which is confeſſedly imperfect. For, who has ever at- 
tained to the higheſt Degree of this Virtue ? Or whoſe 
Faith is not mixed with an Alloy of Unbelief ?—In 
ſhort, if Faith itſelf was the Matter of our Juſtification, 
I ſee not how Boaſting could be excluded; how the Law 
could be magnified ; or what Reaſon the Apoſtle could 
have, to account all Things, but the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, meaner than Droſs ||, 

Say not, that We preſume to correct Inſpiration, 
We only interpret the inſpired Word in an harmonious 


* Rom. ix. 30. Phil. ili. 9. The Apoſtles, I believe, never make 
uſe of this Phraſe, %naiwferre vie ite, or ha Ty wiriy, but wu 
rt Or N Tug gig. Not for, or on Account of our Faith, but 
by or through Faith. Making this Grace, not the procuring Cauſe, 
but only the Inſtrument of applying, what is procured by Apother.— 
Such Language as the former, ſeems contrary to the ſound Words of 
our LORD 7ESUS CHRIST. Yet, if Theron's Senſe of the 
Text under Debate were admitted, the Doctrine contained in this un- 
ſcriptural and offenſive Style, is the unavoidable Conſequence, 

+ Faith, as an Act of Duty, is properly our own, and as ſuch it is 
repreſented in Scripture. O Woman, great is hy F aith, Matt. xv, 
29. JESUS ſezing their Faith, Marr. ix. 2. After J heard of 
your Faith, - Eph. i. 15. 11 Rom. v. 19. 

PBI. iii. 8. The Original is Cxy/6a2z—A Word of the moſt can. 
temptible Meaning; it ſignifies the able Seraps, and /ordid Offals, 
which are caſt to the Dogs. The Reader may ſee this Paſſage more 


fully explained in Letter V. 
L% 2I& Gonſiftency 
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Confiftency with itſelf This Senſe is agreeable to the 
prevailing Doctrine, and to the current Language of 
Scripture, —To the prevailing Doctrine; which is A Be+ 
LEVING in HIM, wo JuSTIFIETH 'THE UNGODLY. 
Sift and examine this Expreſſion Him who juſtifieth. 
You will find; that the Work is CHRIST's; CHRIST'S 
and no Other'ss The HOLY GHOST aſſigns not 
the leaſt Share, not ſo much as a Co-efficiency, to any 
other imaginable Cauſe. Faith therefore, if it preſumes 
to arrogate this exalted Prerogative, or if it pretends to 
the leaſt Part in this important Buſineſs, is a — 
Uſurper.— To the current Language; as when David 
prays, Purge me with Hyſſop and I ſhall be clean“; as 
when GOD is called our Fear , our Hope 55 our 
Joy |. In' theſe Places, the Inſtrument is put for the 
Agent, the Act for the Object. So, in the Paſſage be- 
fore Us, the AF of Faith is put for the ©4je# of Faith. 
It muſt be underſtood, not abſolutely, but as ſome Di- 
vines ſpeak, objectively, inſtrumentally, relatively. 

Ther. In the Name of Wonder, what can You mean 
by this Heap of harſh and obſcure Expreſſions! Let: 
me entreat You, A/pafio, to ſpeak in your own Style, 
not in the grim Dialect of Aquinas. I have an irrecon- 
cileable Averſion to theſe ſcholaſtic Terms, They are 
the Barbariſms of Divinity. I know but one Uſe, they 
are fitted to ſerve ; that is, to perplex and puzzle a 
Caufe, You cannot maintain. Somewhat like the Li- 
quor, which a certain Fiſh, when cloſely purſued, is ſaid 
to emit ; by which the Water is darkened, and the Foc 
eluded, | 


* P/al, li. 7. Purge me with Hyſſop ; that is, with the Blood of 
Atonement, ſprinkled by the Bunch af Hy ſſop.— This is one of the 
moſt puny and deſpicable Plants, It is placed, by Salamon, in the 
very loweſt Claſs of Vegetables, Might not the HOLY GHOST 
intend to denote, by. this typical Image, the beggarly and infignifi. 
cant Nature of Faith, conſidered in if Which becomes reſpectable - 
aud efficacious, only by what it borrows ; only by what it receives, 
See 1 Kings iv. 33. Heb, ix. 19, , | | 

+ Gen, xxxil 42, 5 ' T Pfal. Ixxi, 5, Jer. xiv. 8. 
i. l.. 95207 ic lie „H . 
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Ap. This Theron, is the Meaning of our uncouth 
Phraſes : It is not Faith itſelf, which juſtifies; but that 
Righteouſneſs, which Faith continually views ; which 
Faith delightfully apprebends; and on which it finally 
termmates. 

To be plainer ſtill We are juſtified by Faith, in the 
fame Manner, as We are fed by the Hand, or nouriſhed 
by the Mouth. Neither the Hand nor the Mouth are 
the Cauſe of our Suſtenance, but Inſtruments only, that 
of conveying it, this of receiving it *.—-If an Apoftle 
affirms, We are juſtified by Faith: Faith itſelf declares, 
In the LORD I have Righteouſneſs. Put theſe Paſſages 
together, and You will have the true Senſe of our Doc- 
trine, and the true Doctrine of the Goſpel. 

When Themiſtocles fled from the Perſecution of his 
own Countrymen, what: recommended Him to the Pro- 
tection of King Admetus — Not his Name; that was 
obnoxious—N ot his Actions; they had been hoſtile— 
But the Perſon of the young Prince; whom the diſtreſſed 
Refugee caught up in his Arms; and, charged with 
theſe Credentials, preſented Himſelf to the royal Pa- 
rent f.— So, Faith recommends to GOD, and juſtifies 


* Though I am entirely of Th-ror's Mind, and can by no means 
admire our /chclaftic Divinies, or their logical Terms; yet a Remark 
from Parexs, couched in this Style, is ſo pertinent to the Purpoſe, 
and ſo full an Explication of the Point, that it would be an Injury 
to the Cauſe, not to make it a Part of my Notes. And ſome Rea. 
ders, I apprehend, not much acquainted with this old-faſhioned hoary 
Dialect, may be well enough pleaſed to view a Specimen : and like 
it, as they do the Raf of a Medal, merely for its Unceuthneſs and 
Antiquity. ; 

Faith juftifies, ſays my Author, not efedively, as working an 
te habitual Righteouſneſs in Us; not materially, as though it were 
ce itſelf the conftituent CAuſe of our Juſtification ; but it juſtifieth 
« obje&ively; as it apprehendeth CHRIST; and inflirumentally, as 
„ it applieth his Righteoufneſs.“ Sh; YO 

- + This, fays Plutarch, was a Cuſtom peculiar to that Country; 
was reckoned the moſt ſolemn Method of ſupplicating Favour ; and 
feldem met with a Repulſe.— To which I may add, it is a Cuſtom 
which Chriftians ſhould imitate, in all their Addreſſes to the GOD 
and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. When thus 


the 


. 


uſed, thus improved, it will u. wer fail of Succeſs, 
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the Soul, net for itſelf, or its own Worth ; but on Ac- 

2 of what it embraces, what it preſents, and what it 
44. 8 

4 Thor, Is not this a fanciful Diſtin&tion *, and an ex- 

a Refinement ? Has it any Foundation in Scrip- 

ture? 

p. It is implied in almoſt all the Repreſentations of 
CHRIST, and albthe Deſcriptions of Faith, which oc- 
cur in the ſacred Writings. 

CHRIST is likened to Gloathing ; and Believers are 
faid to hawe put on CHRISTF. Now, it cannot be 
the Act of putting on, that covers our Bodies, or keeps 
them warm ; but the commodious Garment, which is 
wore.—He is compared to Bread: I am the Bread of 
Life JF. Shall we ſay? It is the Act of Eating, which 


ſtrengthens the Conſtitution, and recruits our Spirits. 


No ſurely ; but the Food eaten and digeſted—CHRIST 
vas typefied by the City of Refuge]; and Sinners, by the 
obnoxious Manſlayer. Who, if He fled to one of thoſe 
privileged Abodes, and there remained, was ſafe.” No 
Proſecution againſt Him could be valid : He had no- 
thing to fear from the Avenger of Blood. In this Caſe, 
was it the bare Act of Flying, which ſcreened the Cri- 
minal ? By no means : this conveyed Him to a Place of 
Security. But the Place it/elf was his Sanctuary, his 
Aſylum, his Safeguard. 

Faith is ſtiled, 4 receiving of CHRISTy: As many 
as received Him, to them gave He Power, to them He 


granted 


* Dr. Gill, thought it no fanciful Diſtinction, when He ſo judi. 
ciouſly obſerved ; Faith is an .42 or Duty of the Soul, but does not 
juſtify as ſuch, It is a Grace of the SPIRIT, but does not juſtify 
as ſuch. But We are juſtified by Faith, as it s to, apprehends, and 
embraces C HR IST's Righteoufneſs for our Juſtification, a 
+ Gal. iii. 27. 1 John vi. 35. Numb, xxxv. 13. 
Jau i. 12. See alſo Rom. v. 17. Where a Cxtic of accurate 
Judgment, and delicate Taſte (though little known in Exgland) makes 
this Remark on the Word a ον,, Nen juſtificat Acus ſumendi, 
quatenus et Aftus ; ſed illu quod ſumitur aut appreberditur. Bux. 
GELIVUs in loc, —His Annotations on the New Teſtament are com. 
priſed ina ſmall Cuarto Volume, They preſent the Reader with _ 
re 
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granted the Privilege, and the thigh Prerugative, 70 he. 
come the Sons of GOD. The Office of Faith is, accord- 


ing to this Definition, not to contribute its Quota, much 


leſs to depoſit te whole Sum, butꝭ to take and uſe the 
ineſtimable Gift. — Faith is calle, 4 Looking unto J E- 
SUS*; in Alluſion, I ſuppoſe, to the famous Expe- 
dient, provided for the wounded Z#xelites f. Our cru- 
cified LOR D was prefigured, by the brazen Serpent; 
our Guilt, by the Stings of the fiery Serpents ; and our 
Faith, by looking to the mitaculous-Remedy. - Did the 
healing Power, I would aſk, reſide in the mee Act of 
viewing? No: but in the Emblem of a dying S A- 
VIOUR, clevated on the Pole, and ordained for the 
Recovery of the. People. ve all the Efficacy was 
lodged. From hence it was all derived. The Action of 
the Eye, like the Office of Faith, was only to fetch 
home, and apply the ſanative Virtue, 1099707 
Ther. Suppoſe all You advance, to be true; and all 
You maintain, to be ſolid ; what is the Advantage of 
ſuch a Diſtinction? DR eee 


Aſp. Much. It preſerves, unſhared and inviolate,'the 


Honour of GOD our SAVIOUR. It (eſtabliſhes, 
on an immoveable Foundation, the Hope and the Com- 
fort of a Chriſtian.—An Inſtance, hic lately occurred, 
will explain my Meaning. A certain Writer, treating 
of that tremendous Day, when G0 will ariſe to ad- 
miniſter eternal Judgment; When He will come to be 
avenged of his unfaithful Servants, and to deſtroy his 
avowed Enemies; exhorts Us All to labour after a liv- 
ing Faith—< which aloꝶe, fays He, „can carry Us 
e ſafe to the Harbour, amid the univerſal Deluge of 
* Woe, which is going to overflow the'Earth,” 


refined Obſervations, en the Elegancies of the Style, and Suhlimity 
of the Doctrines. They are a Pattern of the conciſe Manner; they 
gratify our Appetite, yet keep Us hungry and craving ; and, which 
is the crowning Excellency, they all along indicate a Heart warm and 
gi0wing with the Love of its Subject. 
* Heb. xii. 2, - + Numb. xxi. 8. * 
n This 
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This Exhortation, Vou ſce, aſcribes every Thing to 
an Act of our own; to Man's Faith, not to the RE- 
DEEMER's Righteouſneſs. This, therefore, muſt 
greatly diſbonour the, all- ſufficient RE DE EME R, 
and his infinite Merit. As this Act of our own is con- 
ab imperfect and changeable, it affords but a crazy 
Bottom, on which to embark our everlaſting Intereſts. 
A Conſideration, which muſt damp our Joy, and often 
fill Us with uneaſy Suſpicions.— W hereas, let CHRIST 
be the Veſſel of Prefervation and Conveyance ; let Faith 
ſignify our Entering upon it, and our Continuing it; 
then all is regular, and all is ſecure. Salvation is of the 
LORD. CHRASTF has the Honour and Glory. 
While We have at Ark, which no Waves can over- 
whelmy no Rocks gyn-ſbatter. | 

Once more, therefore, let me obſerve, in Purſuance 
of this important * Remark! ; That Faith is repreſented 
as laying bold ab GOD our SAVIOUR *; leaning: 
upon our BELOVED+»+; cleaving to the LORD 4. 
—Pleaſe/ to take Notite of yonder Vine. Its Shoots. 
r and its Branches flimſy. Being abſolutely 

able to ſupport themſelves, they are furniſhed with a 
very remarkable Set of Claſpers. Which, like ſo many 
Fingers, lay hold on che Pegs of the Wall, or faſten 
themſelves · to the Polas within their Reach. Without 
ſuch a Proviſion, the Boughs muſt lie proſtrate on the 
Ground, and be expoſtd to the Inſults of every Foot. 
Whereas, by this xing: Contrivance of Nature, fo cregp- + 
ing a Plant, will clinjh into the Air, and enjoy the 
Breeze; ſo fee#F a Plant, will ſtand out the Winter, and 
d&fy the Storms. —An inſtructive Admonition to Sin- 
ners! And no contemprible Illuſtration of Faith, eſpe- 
cially in its principal and moſt diſtinguiſhing Employ ! 
Thus let Us apprehend the bleſſed FESUS; hold Us 
laſt by our adored REDEEMER ; cleave to his in- 
effable Worthineſs, as thoſe twining Tendrils, by re- 
peated Circum volutions, adhere to their ſubſtantial Sup- 


* Iſai, xvii. .. f Cant. viii, 5. t Acts xi. 23. 
porters. 


* 
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rters. Then ſhall We riſe, by Merits not our oy, 
om the moſt abject and miſerable Condition, to a State 
of everlaſting Honour and Joy, 

Ther. Some People, I believe, would hardly forbear 
ſmiling at the Peculiarity of your Diction; and might 
be inclined to call your Diſcourſe Canting, rather than 
Reaſoning. For my own Part, I mutt acknowledge, 
that, as all your peculiar Phraſes are derived from the 
- Scriptures, 1 hear them with Reverence, and without 

the leaſt Diſpoſition to ſneer. Was my Friend deliver- 
ing a Latin Oration, it would be a ſufficient Warrant for 
any of his Expreſſions, to prove that they came from 
the Ciceronian Mint. And will it not be an equally ſuf- 
fictent Authority, for any Modes of Speech uſed in a 
theological Eſſay, to alledge that they bear the Stamp 
of the Bible? 

Afp. Thanks to my Friend—replied Aſpafio, making 
z low BOW Thanks for his indulgent Conceſſion. Yet 
let Him know, that He has manifeſted his Judgment, 
as much as He has exerciſed his Candour. The Scrip- 
tore is the Rule, not-only of our Faith, but of our Lan- 


guage alſo, whenever We would explain that facred 


Subject. Can any Expreſſions be more proper or more 


emphatical, than thoſe which unerring Wiſdom has ſe- 


lected for our Uſe? Impoſſible! Therefore We are 
commanded to hold faſt 4 Form of found Words *, as 
well as a Syſtem of ſound Principles. —Can any Phratcs 
expreſs divine Things, with greater Preciſion and Per- 
ſpicuity, than thoſe which the divine SPIRIT has 
employed for this Purpoſe ? Arrogance itſelf dares not 


entertain the Thought. Therefore We think it unex- 


ceptionably right, to declare the 'Truths of the Goſpel, 
not in the Words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which 
the HOLY GHOST teacheth f. 

Ther. Though I make no Objection to your Lan- 
guage, I have yet another Scruple with regard to your 
Daottrine.—Do the ancient Fathers adopt or inculcate 


* 2 Tim, i, 13, + 1 Cor. ii. 13. 
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this imputed Righteouſneſs ? If it was ſo important an 


Article of our Faith, ſurely it could not be unknown in 


thoſe early Ages, which were ſo near the apoſtolical 
Fountain. It would not have been omitted by thoſe 
zealous Preachers, who choſe to endure all the Rigours 
of Perſecution, rather than renounce their holy Pro- 
feſſion. | 

Aſp. I think, it were ſufficient to anſwer this Queſ- 
tion, by aſking another Do the Apoſtles, does the 
HOLY SPIRIT of GOD ſpeaking in Scripture, 
inculcate this Doctrine, or diſplay this Privilege? If fo, 
We need not be very ſohcitous for any farther Autho- 
ity. To the Law, and to the Teſtimony *, is our grand, 
our final Appeal. Amidſt all the Darkneſs and Uncer- 


tainty, which evidently run through the Writings of the 


beſt of Men, this is our unſpeakable Happineſs, That 
We have a more ſure Word of Prophecy ; to- which We do 
well to take heed f. | 

However; to be a little more particular—lt cannot 
be expected, that We ſhould find many Paſſages in 
thoſe pious Authors, very ſtrong and very explicit; upon 
the Point. Becauſe, in their Days, it was not fo 
profeſſedly oppoſed ; and therefore could not be fo ex- 
actly diſcuſſed, as in later Ages. Nevertheleſs, they 
have left enough behind them, to avouch the Subſtance 
of what We aſſert; That a Man is not juſtified by any 
Works, Duties, or Righteouſneſs of bis. own, but only by 
Faith in FESUS CHRIST.—I cannot ſay, that I have 
charged my Memory with their very Words; and for 
that Reaſon, muſk not attempt at preſent to make any 
Citation. But, when a proper Opportunity offers, and 
their Works are before me, I may poſſibly produce a 
few of their Teſtimonies, 

In the mean Time, I can produce a Set of Writers, 
whoſe Atteſtation will, I imagine, carry as much Weight 
with my Friend, as the united Voice of the Greek and 
Latin Fathers. Fl. | 


* Iſai, viii. 20. + 2 Pet. i. 19. 


4 Ther. 
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ber. Who are they? f x 

Ap. Our venerable Keformers. The Homilies com- 
poſed by thoſe excellent Divines, are as expreſs to my 
Purpoſe, as they are unexceptionable in their Evidence. 
This is their Language“ The true Underſtanding of 
ce this Doctrine, We be juſtified freely by Faith without 
&« Works, is not, that this our Act to believe, or this our 
« Faith in CHRIST, doth juſtify Us: for that were 
* to count Ourſelves to be juſtified by ſome Act or 
e Virtue, that is within Ourſelves. But the true Mean- 
ee ing thereof, is, That although We hear GOD's 
* Word, and believe it; although We have Hope and 
« Faith, Charity and Repentance, and do three ſo 
many good Works: Vet We muſt renounce. the Me. 
rit of all our Virtues and good Deeds, as Things 
<« that be far too weak and inſufficient, to ,deſerve Re- 
« miſſion of Sin, and our Juſtification. We muſt truſt 
* only in GOD's Mercy, and that Sacrifice which our 
« High-Prieſt and Saviour JESU CHRIST, the 
« SON of GOD, offered for Us upon the Croſs.. 
The Homily ſubjoins a very appoſite Illuſtration; 
which may conclude our Diſcourſe wich perfect Pro- 
priety, and I hope with equal Efficacy.“ So that as 
« St. John Baptiſt, although He were never ſo virtuous 
« and godly a Man, yet in the Matter of forgiving Sin, 


8 8 


« He did put the People from Him, and appoint them 


ce unto CHRIST; ſaying thus unto. them, Behold ! 
« Yonder is tbe LAMB of GOD, which taketh away 
« the Sins of the World: Even ſo, as great and as godly 
« a Virtue as the lively Faith is, yet it putteth Us from 
« ſelf, and remitteth Us unto CHRIS F, for to have 
« only by Him Remiſſion of Sins or Juſtification. So 
« that our Faith in CHRIST, as it were, faith unto 
« Us thus, It is not I that take away your Sins, bur it 
« is CHRIST only; and to Him only I ſend You, 
« for that Purpoſe, forſaking therein all your good 
« Words, Thoughts, and Works, and only putting 
« your Truſt in CARIST®.” 


* See the Second Part of the Him on Salva“ inn. 
f The 7. 
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-- Ther. If there be any tolerable Senſe of the Notion 
under Debate, I think, it muſt be underſtood as fol- 


' lows, -CHRIST's Performance of the Law of his Me- 


diation, or, in other Words, his unſinning Obedience 


to the moral Law, and the ſpotleſs Sacrifice of Himſelf - 


to the vindictive Juſtice of GOD; theſe are the only 
valuable Conſideration, on Account of which, the gra- 
cious GOD reſtores guilty Creatures to a State of Ac- 
ceptance with his Divine MAJESTY. 
App. If this is what You mean by the Law of Medi- 
ation, I am far from denying your Propoſition. I would 
never deſire to wrangle ; but, if poſlible, to acquieſce. 
I would not wiſh to eſpy Faults, but rather to find Pro- 


priety, in my Theron's Sentiments. May his Faith, 


which is thus far advanced, be carried on by Grace, till 
it js completed in Glory! That unſinning Obedience, 
and that ſpotleſs Sacrifice, are indeed the only valuable, 
they are alſo the truly, or rather the infinitely valuable 
Conſideration. The Obedience being performed in our 
Name, and the Sacrifice offered in our Stead, have fully 
merited for Us the Remiſſion of Sins, and the Enjoy- 
ment of Life : and all this, not only from the gracious, 
but even from the juſt, the faithful, the righteous 
GOD. 

But then, they muſt be imputed, in order to furniſh 
Us with a Claim, and inveſt Us with a Right, to the 
purchaſed Privileges, —Suppoſe them not imputed; and 
what becomes of our Intereſt in them? They are like a 
Medicine prepared, but not applied. Suppoſe them 


imputed; and they lay a firm, an apparent, a rational 


Foundation, for every pleaſing Hope, and for every hea- 
venly Bleſſing. 3 | 
Ther. I fear I have acknowledged too much. My 


Thoughts fluctuate. My Mind is unſettled. —-I would 


not withſtand the Truth. I would not diſbelieve any 
Doctrine of the Goſpel. Yet—what ſhall I fay ? While 
[ liſten to your Reaſoning, I am half a Convert. When 
| recolle& the Ohjections, I revert to my firſt Opinion. 


Vol. I. Ce 2 0 
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Of this, however, ] am convinced, That human 
Righteouſneſs is inſuſtcient for our Juſtification. Here 
your Arguments have carried their Point. I ſhall hence- 
forth place my Hopes of everlaſting Happineſs, not up- 
on any Works of my own, but upon the free Goodneſs, 


and unbounded Beneficence of the Supreme BEING. 


Purſuant to that Maxim of Scripture, [he Gift of GOD 
is eternal Life. © , 

Ap. You do well, Theron, to expect eternal Life as 
the Gift of GOD, not as the Wages of your own O- 
bedience. But be pleaſed to remember, that all the 
Gifts of Grace, though perfectly free to Sinners, are 
founded upon a grand and ineſtimable Price, paid by 
their SAVIOUR.—Are they entirely abſolved from 
Guilt? It is becauſe CHRIST gave his Life for their 
Ranſom.—Are they heard with Acceptance when they 
pray? It is becauſe their exalted HIGH-PRIEST 
intercedes in their Behalf. —Are they completely juſti- 
fied, and inſtated in endleſs Bliſs ? It is becauſe their 
REDEEMER's conſummate Righteouſneſs, is the 
glorious Equivalent for this and every other Blefling “. 
Therefore, when You mention eternal Life as the 
Gift of GOD, You ſhould not forget to add with the 
Holy Apoſtle, through FESUS CHRIST our LORD f. 
— Well, my Theron ; what ſay You far- 
ther? Is your Quiver emptied? Are your Scruples 


ſatisfied? May I interpret this Silence, as an Act of 


Aſſent? . 

Ther. Obſerve how the Ranunculuſes, on. yonder gay 
Parterre; have contracted their full-blown Tufts; and 
-the Tulips, now-the Dews are deſcending, have cloſed 
their expanded Cups. Such is the State of my Thoughts. 
They are all bent inwards; collected in themſelves; and 


- Pondering upon your Diſcourſe. © Which has inclined me, 


das ſhould ſear,”” ſays a pious Writer, © to look at that g1-! 


e GOD and SAV IO UR, who has ſuffered ſo much for my Soul, 
“ did I not allow his Atonement to be of Hte Value, and a Ei 


« valem to any Demands from the FATHER.” 
8 5 . . Rom. vi. 223. 
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before I was aware, to contem oy late, rather than talk.— 
You will excuſe my Thoughtfulneſs, 4/paffo. Or, if it 
wants an Apology, You muſt blame Norge. For, 
had your Reaſons been leſs cogent, my Attention had 
been more 3 

Ap. My dear Theron, I ſhall only wiſh, in Alluſion 
to your own Simile, and in the Language of the beſt of 
Books ; That theſe Truths may diſtil as the Dew upon 
your Mind, and ie all Night upon your Branches f. 
This, I am perſuaded, is the only Way to have all 
your Comforts green before the Sun, and all your Virtues 
flouriſh as an Herb. hereas, under the Influence of 
any other Faith, I am afraid, they will be as the Gar- 
den, that is viſiced with 4 Drought; or as the Leaves, 
that are ſmitten with a Blaſt. 

Ther. I ſhall attentively conſider, both your Doctrine, 
and your Arguments. Which that I may execute, with 
more Eaſe, and to better Purpoſe, be pleaſed to ſum up, 
in a few Words, the Subſtance of what has paſſed. — 
This done, it will be Time to withdraw. The Flowers, 
You ſee, are our Monitors. They have folded up their 
Robes; and veiled their Beauties, A Cuſtom which 
they ſeldom uſe, till the riſing Damps render it unſafe, 
for their Maſter to be among ghem ; and the ſurround- 
ing Gloom renders it difficult, for His Eye to diſtinguiſh 

em. 

Aſp. You could not oblige me more, than by giving 
me ſuch a Command. e truſt for Salvation, 

Not on our own external Duties. This were to build 
our Houſe upon the Sand. Which, when the Rains 
deſcend, when the Floods riſe, when the Winds blow 
with tempeſtuous Violence, vill certainly fall; and bury 
the Builder, with all his vain Hopes, in irretrievable 
Ruin. 

Not on the Sincerity of our Hearts. This, if oppoſed 
to CHRIST, and made the Rival of his Merits, will 
be a © deſpiſed broken Idol.” Deſpiſed, by the infinitely 


„Deut. xxxii. 2. + Job xxix. 19. 
Cca FI ſublime 


| 
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ſublime and majeſtic RULER of the World. Broken 


with regard to the Streſs We lay, or the Confidence We 


repoſe, on ſo deceitful a Prop. No more able to ſtand 
in the Judgment of the Great Day, than Dagon was able 
to maintain his Station, before the Ark of the LORD 
GOD of Hoſts * © | 

Not upon our Faith, This is often weak, as the 


rickety Child: ſometimes quite faint, like a Perſon in 


a deep Swoon: always imperfect, like every other Per- 
formance of ours. Alas! To what afflicting Fears, to 
what grievous Deſpondency, ſhould I be perpetually 
liable, if my own Faith was the Ground of my Juſtifi- 
cation. Bleſſed be the FATHER of Mercies! We 
have a ſurer Support. Not upon Faith, but upon its 
gracious AUTHOR, and glorious OBJECT, is the 


+ Hope of Jrael founded. Yet | 


Not upon our LORD's Righteouſneſs, conſidered 
only as paſſive; but upon his active and paſſive Obe- 


dience united. All that He did, in Conformity to the 


Commands of the Law; and all that He ſuffered, in 
. Submiſſion to its Penalty. Both which, immenſely dig- 
nified by his divine Nature, are a Baſis for our Faith, 
which nothing can ſhake; are a Foundation for our Af- 
fiance, which can never be removed. Nothing elle, in 
any Creature, or in all Worlds, could expiate the leaf 


Sin. This, not only expiates all Sin, but gives a Title, 


to every Bleſſing to the Bleſſings of Grace, and of 
Glory —of evangelical Holineſs, and everlaſting Hap- 


Pine ſs. 
= . ®* 1 Sam. v. 3, 4. 
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5 HAVE often purpoſed, and as often forgot, to aſk 
e my Theron — What Picture He was fo attentively 
ſurveying, when I ſtole unperceived upon Him, in _= 
favourite Arbour * ? ö 
Ther. I was indulging a penſive Pleaſure, in voulia 
the Ruins, and contemplating the fate of Babylon that 
renowned and opulent City ! Once the Reſidence of the 
Aſyrian Monarchs, and Capital of one of the greateſt 
Empires in the World. The Draught I held in my 
Hand, repreſented ſome of its Remains. And indeed 
this was the very laſt Subject, which employed my 
Thoughts. In the Morning, my Son brought me his 
Obſervations upon the Scene; which I have juſt now 
of been revi 
p- For, I frequently ſet Him, to exerciſe his Judgment, 
or diſplay his Fancy, on remarkable Paſſages, which 
occur in Hiſtory—He was lately commiſſioned to de- 
termine a Controverſy, between the illuſtrious Leonidas, 
and the no leſs celebrated Pædaretus. This was the Point 
in Debate: Which of them diſcovered the truęſt Gene- 
rokty of. Spirit, and the meſt heroic Love of their Coun- 
try? The former, who expoſed his Life, nay, devoted 
Himſelf to Death, in its Defence ? Or the latter, who, 
when He was Candidate for a Seat among the Three 
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Hundred, and loſt his Election; inſtead of being cha- 
grined or diflatisfied, went home unfeignedly rejoicing, 
« That there were found in Sparta three hundred Men, 
« more worthy than Himſelf ?”—The Taſk of this Day 
was, To give a deſcriptive Pifture of thoſe wonderful 
Runs. - | 

Aſp. Pray, let me have the Pleaſure of hearing the 
young Gentleman's Performance, | 

Ther. It will be too long, and too puerile : tire your 
'Patience, and offend your Taſte, 

Aſp. I don't uſe to make either of theſe Complaints, 
when I am entertained with Theron's Compoſitions. 
And, as the Son has ſo much of his Father's Genius, I 
am not at all apprehenſive of any ſuch Diſappointment, 
We have a moſt agteeable Situation, and mere than 
an _ Leiſure, I muſt therefore repeat my Re- 

Ueit, - -* 
K Ther. Tis true, I have retouched the Sketch: which 
may render it ſomewhat more tolerable. And fince 
You perſiſt in your Demand, I will read the Paper,— 
Only deſiring ſome Allowance for a little Zawaridncy of 
Imagination. Which, in young Writers, it may be 
adviſable'to indulge, rather than repreſs . As Age and 
Judgment will, probably, come with the Pruning-knife, 
and make the proper Retrenchments.—I muſt farther 
obſerve, that, contrary to the Cuſtom which prevails in 
our Schools, I generally chooſe to have Him expreſs his 
Sentiments in Engliſh. - Becauſe, it is in hit Language, 
He muſt communicate his own, and become acquainted 
with the Ideas of his Neighbours. Becauſe, to acquire 


* "This Opinion is authoriſed by that penetrating and correct Critic, 
Qui1nTiItian. Audeat hee tas plura, & mwoeriat, & nenn 
gaudeat, fn licet illa nin ſatis fiten & fevera, PFarile Remedium eff 
Ubertatis, fterilia metly Labore wincuntur. lla mihi in Puetis Natura 
wimium Spei dabit, in qua Ingenium Fudicio præſumitur. Mate riam «ff 
primum vob ebuntdantiorem, argue ultra quùm bportet fuſam. Multum 
. mide dreoquent Arm, mim Ratio dimobit liquid welut 2 „ deteretur, 
| | | Lib, II. Inſt. 

— ſome 
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ſome good Degree of Propriety and Fluency in this his 

native Tongue, will be incomparably more ſerviceable, 
than to ſpeak Latin with the Terentian Elegance, or to 
write it with the Ciceronian Copiouſneſs. | 


Is this Babylon? The Glory of Kingdoms! The 
Beauty of the Chaldean Excellency | 


Where once the gorgeous Eaſt, with richeſt Hand, 
Shower'd on her Kings barbaric Pearl and Gold. 


How is She fallen! Fallen from the Height of Magni- 
ficence, into the Abyſs of Confuſion ! What was once 
the Object of univerſal Admiration, is now become a 
Spectacle of Aſtoniſhment and Horror, 

The Palace, where Majeſty fat enthroned like ſome. 
terreſtrial Deity, is a Heap of Rubbiſh : no longer diſ- 
tinguiſhed by an Air of ſuperior Elegance, but by 
ſtronger and more melancholy Marks of departed Dig- 
nity *,—Where, the Nobles of that ſumptuous Curt, 
trailed along the marble Pavements their Robes of 
Purple and Embroidery ; there, the creſted Snake hiſſes, 
or the fierce envenomed Adder glides. 

How diſgraced is the Room of State; and what Con- 
tempt, deſcrved Contempt, is poured upon the Banguet- 
ting-beuſe ! In the firſt, the haughty Monarch, who 
* ſaid in his Heart, 7 am, and none elſe beſides me , gave 
Audience to cringing Sycophants and adoring Vaſſals. 
In the laſt, Hoſpitality, forgetting her generous Cha- 
racter, ated as an infamous Procureſs for Debauchery ; 
and Luxury and Lewdneſs almoſt brutalized @ People, 


* Benjamin, a Few of Tudila, in his Itinerary, written about the 
Year of our LORD 1170, tells Us—** That He was upon the Place, 
« where this City formerly ſtood, and found it wholly deſolated and 
« deftroyed. Only ſome Ruins of Nebuchadnezzar's Palace were ill 
© remaining ; but Men were afraid to go near them, by reaſon of the 
** many Serpents and Scorpions, that were then in the Place.“ 

+ Ifai. xlvii. 10. 
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profuſedly given to Pleaſures . Now, Thorns oyer-run 
the Circumference, and * Deſolation fits in the Thre- 
* ſhold of them both. Where are the Roofs of Ivory, 
painted with Vermillion, and adorned with Sculpture! 
The radiant Roofs, whoſe Lamps of burniſhed Silver, 
pendent in many a blazing Row, yielded Light as from 
another Sky ? Swept from their Foundations, they lie 
clotted with defiling Dirt, or claſped with tangling 
Briars.— Muſic no longer pours her Harmony, through 
the ſpacious and pompous Apartment ; but the Night- 
Owl, neſtling in ſome Cleft of the Ruins, ſcreams her 
harſh-and portentous Diſſonance. Fey no longer leads 
up the ſprightly Dance, amidſt the Luſtre of that arti- 
ficial Day; but the ſolitary Bat flits in ſilent Circles, or 
flaps her ſooty Wings.—All thoſe gay Delights—let the 
Sons of Senſuality hear the Tale, and take Warning from 
the Cataſtrophe !—all thoſe gay Delights are extin- 
guiſhed, like one of their feebleſt Tapers ; which, hav- 
ing illuminated for a while the feſtive Aſſembly, ſhone 
itſelf to the Edges of the exhauſted Socket, and in 2 
Moment flaſhed into Stench and Darkneſs. : 
The Walls were cemented, with Bitumen r, and con- 
ſolidated into the Firmneſs of a Flint. The Towers 


* Gruen to Pleaſures —This is Jaiab's Character of the Babylomians, 
Chap. xlvii. 8. On which Paſſage, nothing can afford a clearer Com. 
ment, than the Account which Quiztus Curtius gives of their unbounded 
Voluptuouſneſs. Babylonii maxime in Vinum, 2 gue Ebrietatem ſequun. 
tur, effufi ſunt. Nihil Urbis ejus corruptius Moribys, nihil ad irritandas 
illiciendaſque immodicas Voluptates inſtructius. Lib. V. Whoever reads 
what follows, in that elegant and modeſt Hiſtorian, will not think 
Eugenio's Expreſſion (6rutalized) too ſevere for ſuch horribly corrupt 
Manners. . | | | 

+ "The Walls were built of Brick, and cemented with a glutinon; 
Kind of Slime; which binds more firmly than any Mortar, and ſoon 
grows harder, than the Brick or Stones themſelves, —Theſe Fortifi. 
cations were, according to the Account given by Heradetus, in Breadth 
eighty- ſeven Feet, in Height three hundred and fifty Feet, and rec- 
koned to be abſolutely impregnable. Inſomuch that the Inhabitants, 
when beſieged by Cyrus, inſulted Him from the Walls, and laughed 
at his Attempt, as a vain impracticable Project. O. d % r v 
axalſeur Tyy woopricy, NE NO H. 4%. Cir, Lib. VII. 
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were more like the everlaſting Mountains *, than the 
Work of human Hands. The .Inhabitants, confiding 
in ſuch prodigious Bulwarks, defied the approaching 
Enemy ; and looked down with a fearleſs Diſdain, on the 
Army of Beſiegers. But now the Prophet's Threaten- 
ing is moſt terribly fulfilled ; Babylon is fallen, is fallen f. 
Her broad Walls are utterly brokenf. And all Her 
Fortifications, though ſtrong and ſtable, as the united 
Productions of the Quarry and the Foreſt could make 
them, are demoliſhed, are laid low ; are brought to the 
Ground, even to the Duſt |. | 

Where are the Gates, the grand and glittering Gates 8. 
which -admitted the triumphant Hoſts, or poured forth 
their numerous Legions againſt the Day of Battle ? Not 
one Trace remains, to tell the inquiſitive Stranger; 
« Here the ſpacious Avenues opened: Here the maſſy 
« Portals 6 Walks, in which the 
cluſtering Merchants raiſed the buſy Hum, and planned 
the Schemes of Commerce; ample Streets, in which 
Induſtry drove the toiling Car, or ſmote the ſounding 
Anvil; are ſhrouded with matted Graſs, or buried be- 
neath the rankeſt Weeds. Silence, in both Places, a 
ſullen Silence reigns : and Inactivity, a death-like Inac- 
tivity, Numbers. 

What is become of thoſe Hanging-gardens, which, for 
curious Contrivance, and ſtupendous Labour, were never 
equalled in any Nation under Heaven ? Terraces, that 


* Bero/us, deſcribing ſome of the Edifices, erected in this City, 
fays ; Tus ov awods; ouorolzlry T2; ogios., Such was their Compaſs and 
Elevation, that they appeared like Mountains, "This may be the Reaſon, 
why Babylon, though fituate in a Plain, is called a Mauntain; Behold ! 
I am againſt Thee, O deſtroying Mountain, ſaith the LORD. Though 
I rather think, the Word is to be taken in the figurative Senſe, fre- 
quently uſed by the Prophets. Who by Mountain, expreſs a powerful, 
by Foreſt, a populous State or City. Fer. ii. 25. 

Foſeph. Antig, Lib. X. 

+ Ifai. xxi. . t Jer. li. 58. | Iſai. xxv. 12. 

$ There were no leſs than an hundred Gates, all of % ˙αhhll Braſs. 
Hence it is, that when JEHOV AH promiſes to make Cyrus Maſter of 
Babylon, He ſpeaks in this very remarkable and particularizing Man. 
per ; ITauill break in Pieces before Thee the Gates of Braſs, Iſai. xlv. 2. 
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overlooked the talleſt Houſes ? Parterres, exalted to 
the Clouds, and opening their flowery Beauties in that 
ſtrange Region ; Groves, whoſe very Roots were higher 
than the Tops of the loftieft Trees“ They are now 
ſmitten by a dreadful Blaſt. Their Beauty is decayed, 

like a withered Leaf. Their very Being is gone, lite 
the Caf of the Summer Threſhing-floors, which the Wind 
tarrieth away, and its Place is no where found . What 
was once the favourite Retreat of a Queen, and the Ad- 
miration of the whole World, is now a Neſt for poi- 
ſonous Reptiles, and a Kennel for ravenous Beaſts.— 
The Traveller, inſtead of expatiating with Delight, 
where this penſile Paradiſe flouriſhed, is ſtruck with 
Horror ; keeps at a trembling Diſtance ; and, lifting 
his Eyes to Heaven, as he ſurveys the rueful Spot, cries 
out; Riehteous art Thou O LORD, and true are thy 
Fudgments /! | | 

Here ſtands an Obeliſt, maimed by the Stroke of re- 
volving Years, like a Mountain-QOak ſhattered by the 
flaming Bolt. Another, all unhinged and quite diſ- 
jointed, ſeems to tremble before every Blaſt that blows, 
—T here, the Pyramid 4; firm as the ſolid Rock, and 
ſtedfaſt, One would have thought, as the perpetual 
Hills; wrenched from its mighty Baſe, is tumbled head- 
long in enormous Ruin, and has cruſhed many a Struc- 
ture by its Fall. —See, yonder, the triumphal Arch; 
which exhibited, through its extenſive and beautiful 
Bend, an advantageous View of the Firmament. It 
was, once, the graceful Memorial of ſome celebrated 
Victory; it is, now, converted into a Trophy of a very 


.* Penfiles Horti ſunt, ſummam Murornm Altitudinem æquamter, malt- 
rumpue Arborum Umbre © Procericate anieni, Curr. Lab. V. 
+ Dan. ii. 35. 

t Strabo calls the Temple of Belus a Pyramid. Lib. XV. But if 
the Critics in Hiſtory ſhould queſtion or deny the Exiſtence of Pyra- 
mids among the Babylomiaus, for this and other Libertics uſed by our 
young Declaimer, Horace ſhall make an Apology : 


Piforibus atgue Poetis 
Quidlibet audendi femper fut equa Poteftas, 


different 
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different Kind. Such is its proud aſpiring Brow; and 
nothing remains, but two uneven, battered, ragged 
Stumps; which ſerve to recognize the deſtructive Ra- 
vages of Time; or rather, the irreſiſtible Vengeance of 
Heaven. | | | 

Spires, that pierced the Clouds, and ſhot into the Skies, 
are levelled with the trodden Soil. On Pinnacles, to 
which the ſtrong-winged Bird could hardly ſoar, the 

velling Worm crawls, and the ſordid Snail leaves her 
ſlimy Track.—Baths, that contained the tranſlucent 
Wave, and were fo often perfumed with odoriferous 
Unguents, are choked with Filth; the grand Colonade, 
that ſurrounded them, is ſhivered to Pieces; and the 
elevated Dome, that covered them, is daſhed to the 
Grounds. W here the public AqueduFs conveyed Clean- 
lineſs and Health, along their cryſtal Currents ; there, 
croaking Vetmin ſwarm among the Weeds, and noiſome 
Exhalations ſteam from the Mire.—T look round on the 
Plains, the almoſt boundleſs Plains, on which this ſuperb 
imperial City aroſe : They were once a Magazine of 
Plenty, a Source of vegetable Riches for their royal 
Miſtreſs. What are they now ? A foul, incurable Mo- 
raſs; a dead, ſtagnating Lake. A Poſſeſſion for the Bit- 
tern, and Pools of Water *. 

Auguſt and ſtately Temples, which ſeemed to affect the 
Neighbourhood of the Skies , are proſtrate in the very 
Duſt. Who can point the Spot, where the conſecrated 
Viftim bled, or the facred Fire glowed ? Where the 
ſceptred Image lifted its majeſtic Head, or the vene- 


Hai. . xiv. 23. 

+. A Tower in the Temple of Belus, and dedicated to his Worſhip, 
was moſt amazingly high. It conſiſted of eight Piles of Building, 
creed one above another. It aroſe to the Elevation of fix hundred 
Feet perpendicular. And is thought, by the learned Bochar? to have 
been Part of that ſuperb Work, which was begun when he whole 
Emyth eons of one Langnage : but miſcarried, or rather was providen- 
tially defeated, by the Confuſion of Tongues, In this Structure there 
Were doubtleſs very ſtrong Traces of that arrogant Boaſt ; Let Us 
build Us @ City and a Tower, whoſe Tip may reach to Heaver, Gen, xi. 4. 
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rating Crowds bowed the ſuppliant Knee * ? Pegraded 
are thoſe ſplendid Vanities, and caſt (according to the 
Denunciation of the ſacred Oracles) 0 the Bats and 10 
the Moles . All is low; low as the ſpurious Dignity of 
the Idols they complimented ; low as the Straw, that is 
trodden down for the Dunghill 1. 1 

Sepulchres, venerable Repoſitories of the Dead; awful 
Manſions, deſtined: to everlaſting Concealment ; are cleft 
and rent aſunder. They diſcloſe the horrid Secrets of 
the Pit, and frightfully yawn upon the blaſted Day. 
Poſſibly, ſome ravenous Creature lurks within, that has 
already rifled the Tomb of its Hero ; given the putrid 
Bones a new Grave ; and waits only for the Approach 
of Night, to repeat his Dirge in Vells.—Inſcriptions, de- 
figned to perpetuate ſome illuſtrious Character, or eter- 
nize ſome heroic Deed, are blended in the promiſcuous 
Maſs. In vain, would the prying Antiquary ſearch for 
2 legible or conſiſtent Sentence : in vain, attempt to find 
the memorable Names of a Nebuchadnezzar or a Nimrod. 
Theſe, though engraved on Plates of Braſs, or cut in 
Blocks of Marble, are loſt amidſt the ſtupendous Lum- 
ber; as Prints on the unſteady Sand are effaced, when 
returning Tides ſmooth the furrowed Beach. 

Here and there a ſtraggling Cypreſs riſes, as it were 
with funeral Solemnity, amidſt the Waſte J. Some- 
what like the black Plumes, nodding over the mourn- 
ful Hearſe, they augment the Sadneſs of the Scene, and 
throw a deep Horror on all below. No human Voice 
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* Alluding to that prodigious Inſtance of Profuſeneſs, Oſtentation, 
and idolatrous Madneſs, the golden Image ſet up in the Plain of Dun : 
whoſe Height (that is, the Height of the Statue and Pedeſtal taken 
together) was threeſcore Cubits, Dan. iii. 1, See PRIDEAUX's Gor- 
nectimm, Vol. I. p. 95, c. p. 567, Ec. | 


+ Iſai. ii. 20. 1 Ifai. xxv. 10. it 
KRausuolſ, a German Traveler, who paſſed that Way, in the * 
Year of our LORD 1574, ſays; “ This Country is ſo dry and . 


« barren, that it cannot be tilled ; and ſo bare, that I ſhould have 
« doubted, whether the potent Babylon did ſtand there, if I had not 
© known it by ſeveral antient and delicate Antiquities, that are 
« {till ſtanding hereabout in great Deſolation,” 
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is heard, nor human Face ſeen, amidſt theſe deſolated 
Heaps. Too wa þ even for the Roam of hoary Her- 
mit, or the Cell of gloomy Monk. Abandoned they 
are, totally abandoned, to, the Dominion of Solitude ; 
or elſe, to the unmoleſted Reſort of ſhaggy Monſters, 
and feathered Hags ; which ſtun the midnight Hours 
theſe, with their importunate Shrieks—tbe/e, with their 
execrable Howls. 

See! to what a deſpicable, what an abhorred State, 
the proudeſt Monuments of earthly Grandeur, and the 
moſt coſtly Apparatus for earthly Felicity, may be re- 
duced ! A pregnant and alarming Proof, that, for laſting 
Honour, or real Happineſs, 


They build too low, who build beneath the Skies. 


Aſp. 1 very much * the Choice of your Sub- 
ject. The Ruins of Perſepolis, would have given Us a 
View of Magnificence in Abaſement. The Ruins of 
Palmyra, might have ſhewed Us Elegance in the Duſt. 
But the Ruins of Babylon diſplay at once, Magnificence 
and Elegance under an Eclipſe, Scripture and Revelation 
in their Glory. The Deſtruction of this City, which 
was abſolutely unequalled“ in every Inſtance of Dig- 
nity, and ſeemingly invincible by an Enemy, muſt cer- 
tainly have been looked upon as the moſt improbable of 
Events. Nevertheleſs its utter Deſtruction was decreed 
by JEHOVAH, and denounced by his Prophet, ſeve- 
ral Ages before the Execution took place. The awful 


* Unequalled—Repreſented therefore by the golden Head in Neu- 
chadnezzar's prophetic Dream, and emblematic Image, Dan. ii. 38.— 
Deſcribed by an antient Author, as Ormnium guas unquam Sol aſpexit 
Urbium maxima. And moſt magnificently pourtrayed, together with 
its entire Demolition, in the Prophet's beautiful Draught, Thou haf 
made of a City, an Heap; of adefenced City, a Ruin; a Palace of Stran. 
gert, to be no City—A City—a defenced City—a Palace; ſo grand and 
ſtately, that it ſeemed like one continued Palace. Yet this incompa- 
rably grand City, ſhall become a Heap of Rubbiſh—a frightful and 
| hideous Rzin—ro City; nothing like it; without any Indication or 
Token, that it was ever inhabited. Jar. xxv. 2. 

* | 


Sentence 


Sentence was not only denounced, but recorded; and is 
{till remaining in the public Archives of our Religion. 

: *. Where is this Sentence recorded, and remain. 
ing * IE | 
Aſp. In the Prophecy of Jeiab. And not only re. 
corded, but in the moſt circumſtantial Manner, and 
with a minute Detail of the horrible Deſolations. Thele 
are the Words of the inſpired Writer; BaByLon, the 
Glory of Kingdoms, the Beauty of the Chaldees Excellency, 
fall be as when GOD overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 
I ſhall never be inhabited ; neitber ſpall it be dwelt in 
from Generation to Generation : Neither ſhall the Arabian 
pitch Tent there ; neither ſhall the Shepherds make their 
Fold there. But wild Beaſts of the Deſart- ſhall lie there, 
and their Houſes ſpall be full of doleful Creatures, and Owls 
ſhall dwell there, and Satyrs ſhall dance there. And the 
wild Beaſts of the Iflands ſhall er in their deſolate Houſes, 
and Dragons in their pleaſant Palaces *. 

In the two firſt Sentences, is compriſed the moſt 
finiſhed Picture of Proſperity and Grandeur. The Glory 
of Kingdoms; beyond every other royal Seat, ſpacious, 
ornamented, and wealthy ; revered by many conquered 
and tributary Dominions, as their Miſtreſs, and their 
Sovereign.—The Beauty of the Chaldees Excellency : The 
| Chaldeans, who excelled all the Nations of the Earth in 
Riches, in Splendor, and in Power, even they gloried in 
this imperial City. This was the higheſt Honour of 
the moſt illuſtrious, and chief Strength of the moſt 
victorious People; faireſt, where all was conſpicuouſly 
fair; nobleſt, where all was ſupereminently noble. Let 
this diſtinguiſhed, this crowning City, /be/l, at the blaſting 
of the Breath of JEHOVAH, ge totally, totally de- 
ſtroyed, even as when GOD overthrew Sodom and Go- 
morrab. | g 

In deſcribing the overthrow, the Prophet is equally 
admirable, and riſes by a muſt judicious Gradation, 

into all che Pomp of Horror, g. d.“ Now, indeed, it 


- © Hai. xii. 11, 20, 21, 22, 
0 cc is 


* 


« js thronged with Citizens; but, the Hour is coming, 
« when it thall be entirely depopulated, and not ſo much 
« as a ſingle Inhabitant left. Leſt You ſhould think, 
« that in Proceſs of Time it may be re-edified, and 
« again abound with joyful Multitudes, it all never be 
« inhabited more; no, never be dwelt in any more, from 
« Generation to Generation ; but ſhall continue a diſmal 
« Waſte, through all ſucceeding Ages.—A Waſte fo 
« diſmal, that none of the neighbouring Shepherds ſhall 
« make their Fold, or find ſo much as an occaſional 
Shelter for their Flocks, where Kings, Grandees, and 
« Crouds of affluent Citizens, were wont to repoſe 
« themſelves in profound Tranquility. Even the rude 
and roving Arabian, ſhall not venture to pitch his 
« Tent, nor be able to procure for Himſelf the poor 
« Accommodation of a Night's Lodging; where Mil- 
« lions of polite People baſked in the Sunſhine of pro- 
« fuſe Proſperity. In ſhort; it ſhall neither be habit- 


« able, nor acceſlible ; but a Dwelling-place for Dragons, 


« and a Court for Owls; an Aftoniſhment and a Hiffing “. 


« What was once the golden City t, and the Metropolis 


« of the World, ſhall be an everlaſting Scene of Deſo- 
te lation; a fearful Monument of divine Vengeance, and 
e an awful Admonition to human Pride.“ 

All this 1s foretold in Scripture; and, though to human 
Appearance impoſſible, though to human Apprehenſion 
incredible, was, in the appointed Time, moſt minutely 
accompliſhed. The Memorials and Evidences of the 
Accompliſhment remain to this very Day 1. They are 

2 


* Jer. li. 37. + Iſai. xiv. 4. 

t It is ſaid, by a very learned and ſagacious Author; Babylonem 
uſqne eo concidifſe, ut Nems cum Fiducia illius Locum amplins demonſtrare 
fact. VITRING, in Jai. Which Teſtimony is confirmed, and almoſt 
tranſlated, by a celebrated modern Traveler. © The Ruins of Baby- 
% ien are now ſo much effaced, that there are hardly any Veſtiges of 
“ them, to point ont their Situation.” Haxwar's Travels, Vol. II. 

Should my Readers prefer this Aecouut, I ſhall neither litigate the 


Point, nor be anxious for the Conſequence, It may indeed rank 


Eugenia's Compoſition among the Works pf Fancy. But it will realize 
L* ä Aſpaſii's 
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ſo authentic, that the moſt inquiſitive Curioſity cannot 
doubt; ſo inconteſtable, that the moſt bigotted Incredu- 
lity dares not deny. Should not all this teach Us, to 
reverence the Authority, to admire the Wiſdom, and 
confide in the Promiſes, of that moſt ſure and infallible 
Word ? 


T know, You are not fond of Compliments, Theroy, 
Therefore, inſtead of ſpeaking my Opinion of your 
Son's Performance, I will endeavour to return your 
Favour.—You have entertained me with an Account of 
the moſt memorable Ruins, extant in the material World, 
Let me preſent my Friend with a Picture of Ruins, no 
leſs remarkable, far more deplorable, and unſpeakably in- e 
tereſting to Us all. I ſhall give it, in the Colouring of a E 
great Maſter; whoſe Works, this very Day, I happened 4 


to be peruſing. 6 0 
The Paſfage diſplays a Doctrine, of the utmoſt Im- 4 
portance in the Chriſtian Scheme; and by one of the 4 


fineſt Pieces of Imagery, to be met with in elegant « / 
Writing. I think, it may be looked upon, as a practical « ; 


Improvement of Eugenio's'Declamation. It pleaſed me 60 | 
fo much, that I tranſcribed it; and I make no- Apology 4 , 
for reading it, becauſe I ſhall expect your Thanks.— & f 
Only let me hint, that it conſiders the human Soul, as « | 
originally an Habitation of GOD through the SPIRIT; « 4 
and then, ſpeaking of its fallen Condition, proceeds. « 2 

© That He hath withdrawn Himſelf, and left this his c 


« . Temple deſolate, We have many fad and plain Proofs « | 
c before Us. The fately Ruins are viſible to every Eye, « | 


| ic 

Aſpaſio's Aſſertion, and corroborate his Argument, If We find u. . b 

Memorials. of the City, We have the mo/# evident Verification, and the . E 
V 


fulleſt Accompliſhment, of the Prophecy. a 

If this be the Caſe, it gives an amazing Emphaſis to that juſt, but « E 
terrible Decree, iſſued from the ſupreme Tribunal, Jai. xiv. 23. {vil « n 
. faveep it with the Beſom of Deſftruftion, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts. © | 


4 will not only lay it in Ruins, but extirpate it from the Earth. | 
« will efface the very Footſteps of its Exiſtence; and not leave ſo © K 
« much as.a Fragmentior a Trace of the magnificent, but wicked B. « q 
yl. aſtrey Her utterly ;» et no: hing of Her be left, Jer. I. 6. d 
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« that bear in their Front (yet extant) this doleful In- 
« ſcription; Here GOD once pwteLT. Enough ap- 
« pears of the admirable Frame and Structure of the 
« Soul of Man, to ſhew the divine Preſence did ſome- 
« time reſide in it; more than enough of vicious De- 
« formity, to proclaim He is now retired and gone. The 
« Lamps are extinct, the Altar overturned ; the Light 
« and Love are now vaniſhed, which did the one ſine 
« with ſo heavenly Brightneſs ; the other burn, with ſo 
« pious Fervour. The Golden Candleſtick is diſplaced, 
« and thrown away as an uſcleſs Thing, to make room 
« for the Throne of the Prince of Darkneſs. The ſacred 
« Incenſe, which ſent rolling up in Clouds its rich Per- 
te fumes, is exchanged for a poiſonous helliſh Vapour ; 
and here is, inſtead of a feveet Savour, a Stench. The 
e comely Order of this Houſe is turned all into Confu- 
« fion, The Beauties of Holineſs into noiſome Impurities, 
* « The Houſe of Prayer to a Den of Thieves, and that of 
c the worſt and moſt horrid Kind; for every Luft is a 
t « Thief, and every Theft is Sacrilege. Continual Rapine 
7 and Robbery is committed upon holy Things. The 


e « noble Powers, which were deſigned and dedicated to 
J divine Contemplation and Delight, are alienated to the 
4 « Service of the molt deſpicable Idols, and employed 
Is «© unto the vileſt Intuitions and Embraces ; to behold 


and admire /ying Vanities, to indulge and cheriſh Luſt 
| * and Wickednels.” 
is “ There is not now a Syſtem, an entire Table of co- 
fs « berent 1raths to be found, or a Frame of Holineſs, but 


©, * ſome ſhivered Parcels. How many Attempts have 
3 been made, ſince that fearful Fall and Ruin of this 
he * Fabric, to compoſe again the Truths of ſo many ſe- 


" veral Kinds into their diſtinct Orders, and make u 

“Frames of Science or uſeful Knowledge! and after ſo 

many Ages, nothing is Eniſhed in any Kind. Some- 

times, Truths are miſplaced, and what belongs to one ö 
* Kind, is transferred to another, where it will not fitly 

match; ſometimes, Falſhcod inſerted, which ſhatters or 

* diſturbs the whole Frame. And what with much 

Vol. I. D d &« fruit- 
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56 fruitleſs Pains, is done by one Hand, is daſhed iu 
„Pieces by another; and it is the Work of a following 
* Age to ſweep away the fine ſpun Cobwebs of a former. 
* And thoſe Truths, which are of greateſt Uſe, are 
ce leaſt regarded; their Tendency and Deſign are over- 
© looked, or they are fo looſened and torn off, that they 
© cannot be wrought in, ſo as to take hold of the Soul; 
ce but hover as faint ineffeftual Notions, that ſignify 
* Nothing. Its very fundamental Powers are ſhaken 
é and disjointed, and their Order towards one another 
* confounded and broken. So that what is judged con- 
« fiderable, is not conſidered; what is recommended as 
ce eligible and lovely, is not loved and choſen. Tea, the 
« Truth which is after Godlineſs, is not ſo much adiſbe- 
ce lieved, as hated, held in Unrighteouſneſs : and ſhines as 
cc too feeble a Light, in that malignant Darkneſs, which 
e comprebends it not, You come, amidſt all this Con- 
« fuſion, as into the ruined Palace of ſome great Prince, 
ce in which You ſee here the Fragments of's noble Pil- 
&« lar, there the ſhattered Pieces of ſome curious Ima- 
« gery: and all lying neglected and uſeleſs amongſt 
« Heaps of Dirt. He that invites You to take a View 
e of the Soul of Man, gives You but ſuch another 
e Proſpect, and doth but ſay to You, Behold the Deſc 
&« lation, all Things rude and waſte. So that ſhould there 
ce be any Pretence to the divine Preſence, it might be 
ce ſaid, F GOD be here, why is it thus? The faded 
Glory, the Darkneſs, the Diſorder, the Impurity, the 
ce decayed State in all Reſpects of this Temple, too 
ce plainly ſhew, The GREAT INHABITANT ig 
.“ 


Ther. Your Painter, I muſt own, is a Maſter in his 
Profeſſion ; and ſeems to have a peculiar Talent for 3 
Night-piece.—But why, I beſeech You, ſo much of his 
Shades and Solemnity ? Has He no Colours, but the 
dark? No Lineaments, but the ſour? Could He not 


See Mr. How's Treatiſe, intitled The Iiving Temple. 
1 allow 
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allow us one bright Tint, one ſmiling Feature ? when 
He was copying the nobleſt Being of this ſublunary 
World?—Is it for the Honour of the great CREA- 
TOR, to give ſuch a deformed Draught of his moſt 
finiſhed Work manſhip? 

Ap. It reflects no kind of Diſhonour upon the Ar- 
chitect of Babylon, that its Palaces are fallen, its Edifices 
demoliſhed, and its Walls levelled with the Ground. 
They might have been built with the exacteſt Symme- 
try, and once embelliſhed with every graceful Orna- 
ment ; notwithſtanding the Stroke of Violence, or the 
Sap of Years, have now reduced them to Heaps of 
Rubbiſh.—The human Soul, when recent from the In- 
ſpiration of the ALMIGHTY, was bright with Know- 
* ledge, amiable with Virtue, and in every Reſpect excel- 
h lent, But How—to ſpeak in the Language of the 
mourning Prophet; a Language never more pertinent 
than on the preſent Occafion—How is the Gold become 
5 dim ! How is the moſt fine Gold changed 
Ther. Man's Soul is rational and eternal; is the Off- 
ſt ſpring of the DEIT Y, and capable of reſembling its 
* MAKER. 
ou Aſp. What Milton allows to the fallen Archangel, I 
"Y can readily allow to fallen Man : 


2 — 1 bad not loft 
All his original Brightneſs, nor appear'd 
Leſs than Archangel ruin'd. 


The grand and diſtinguiſhing Faculties of the Soul re- 
main; ſo as to beſpeak a Child of Glory ruined. When 
a Fountain is poiſoned, the Waters continue to flow : 
but flow no longer with Health, flow rather with Death 
in the Stream. Theſe very Faculties, unleſs renewed 
and regulated by the Influence of Religion, mult be our 
preſent Miſery, and will prove our everlaſting Curſe. — 
The Soul,” You ſay, © is rational, is eternal.” And 
do not even the Devils poſſeſs the Powers of Reaſon ? 
ls not their Exiſtence alſo es endleſs Duration ? Yet 

Dad 2 are 
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are they, of all Creatures, the moſt execrable and the 
moſt miſerable. 

You call the human Soul, the Offspring of the 
DEITY. And You call it properly. Muſt We not 
then ade et the Prophet's Exclamation, © How art Thou 
“ fallen, O Lucifer, Son of the Morning“! How art 
e Thou degenerated, O Man, Son of the MOST 
« HIGH! Thy glorious Original ſerves only to {et 
e forth, with more glaring Evidence, thy deplorable 
c Apoſtacy.” | 

Capable, You add, of reſembling its MAKER, 
This, I acknowledge, is a valuable Prerogative. In 
this the infernal Spirits have no Share. But this Capa- 
city will always lie dormant; will never awaken into 
Act; never be eſtabliſhed in Habit; unleſs Almighty 
Grace intervene. 

Ther. The moſt celebrated Philoſophers of Antiquity, 
frequently exhort their Readers to follow Mature; as a 
certain Guide to true Excellence, Many eloquent 
Writers of our own Country, enlarge upon the Diꝑnity 
of human Nature; and from this Topic derive very 
forcible Arguments, for a correſpondent Dignity both 
of Sentiment and Behaviour,—Upon what can thoſe 
Principles of the antient Sages, and of our later Mo- 
raliſts, be founded? 

Aſp. Indeed, Theron, I am at a loſs ro tell. If they 
have any Foundation, it is merely imaginary ; not laid 
in Truth, nor confirmed by Experience.—According to 
my Apprehenſion, they invert the Order of Things. 
They take that for a Poftulatum, which ought to be 
ranked among the Defiderata; and make an Axiom of 
a mere Figment. | 

Had Man continued, as He was created; to act ac- 
cording to Nature, and according to the Law of GOD, 
would have been one and the ſame Thing. For which 
Reaſon, We find no Precepts of Religion, no Delinea- 
tion of Morality, given to Adam in Paradiſe, Becaule, 


* Tfai, xiv. 12. 
8 Religion 


* 
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Religion and Morality were engraven on his Heart: or 
rather, they reſulted from the very Bent and Tendency 
of his perfect Frame. — But ſince the Fall, it is quite 
otherwiſe. 

Ther. Have not many of the antient Worthies been 
living Confutations of your Opinion? Wile Philoſophers, 
judicious Lawgivers, and ſteady Miniſters of Juſtice ? 
Their Deſires refined, their Affections benevolent, their 
whole Conduct upright. X 

Ap. I cannot forbear wondering, that You ſhould 
inſtance in Lawgivers and Miniſters of Juſtice. Since 
the very Inſtitution of their Office preſuppoſes the Depra- 
vity of Mankind. Was human Nature agitated by no 
irregular or vicious Inclinations, the Barrier of Laws 
would be as needleſs in civil Societies, as the vaſt Banks 
of Holland are needleſs in our upland Counties, 

But this, You will ſay, is a digreſſive Obſervation. 
Your Queſtion requires a poſitive Anſwer. And it is 
eaſy to anſwer, That the Painting is beyond the Life, If 
my Author has been too free with the dark, my Friend 
has been too laviſh of the glittering Colours. —Thoſe 
famous Men might aim, perhaps, at the Excellency You 
deſcribe. Not one of them came up to the Mark.—- 
Or, ſuppoſe they did, this would not invalidate my 
i; - - ſr 1 8570 
Ther. This not invalidate your Tenet! Then De- 
monſtration carries no Conviction. 

Aſp. Pray, who is your greateſt Favourite, among all 
the renowned Perſons of Antiquity ? 

Ther. Socrates. He ſtands at the Head of the Claſs; 
and was, indiſputably, the wiſeſt and the beſt of the 
Heathen World. | 

Aſp. I think ſo too. —Be pleaſed, however, to recol- 
lect the Story of the Phyſiognomiſt, who pretended to 
diſcover the Diſpoſition of the Mind, by the Caſt of the 
Counte nance. The Profeſſor of this occult Science un- 
dertook, You know, to exerciſe his Skill upon Socrates ; 
and pronounced Him, after an Examination of his Fea- 
tures, laſcivious, paſſionate, and moroſe.— This Judg- 

| Dd 3 ment, 
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ment, fo extravagantly wide of the Truth, was bringing 
a Storm of Ridicule and Reſentment upon the poor 
Fortune-teller. When the ingenuous Philoſopher in- 
terpoſed, and owned the Deſcription to be exactly true, 
That ſuch was his natural Temper ; and if his Conver- 
ſation was of a different Turn, it was owing to the Aids 
of Philoſophy. —So that, even in your moſt finiſhed * 
Character, there was no innate Dignity. All was ad. 
ventitious. | 


Ther. If Corruption was derived unto all Men from 
their Forefather Adam; methinks, all ſhould be equally 
—— But this is contrary to known Fact. Some 
We ſee naturally loving and lovely; gentle in their Man- 
ners; and ſubject to no inordinate Appetites. 

Aſp. Some Perſons may be of more gentle, or, if You 
pleaſe, of 10 diſſolute Manners, than the Generality of 
other People. Thanks to a better Temperature of their 
Conſtitution, or a more watchful Care in their Educa- 
tion. Politeneſs may mimick Charity, or fine Breeding 
may perſonate Humility. - One vile Affection may 
check another, or a Senſe of Decency may hold Curb 
upon all.— But ſhew me the unregenerate Man, who is 


Though I love and admire the Character of Socrates, yet I can. 
not approve the whole of his Conduct. One Thing which gives me 

rticular Offence is, the habitual Practice of Searing, which occurs 
an all his Conferences with his Pupils. Ma Tor Ala, Nu As, or ſome 
ſuch Appeal to the DEITY 1s uſed, not only in every Diſcourſe, but 
almoſt in every Page; and that upon the moſt zrnecef/ary Occaſions, — 
I have often wondered, that ſo polite a Writer as X-nophar ſhould 
admit this flagrant Impropriety into his Dialogues. Which, beſides 
its irreligious Air, is ſomewhat like the Crambe repetita; and recurs, 
ard recurs, and recurs, till it is really tireſome, But much more I 
wonder, that his excellent Maſter, ſhould fuffer the Sanction of an 
Oath, to become ſo trivial; and make the Honour of his Jupiler, {0 
cheap, | 
| This roves the deplorable Blindneſs of human Reaſon ; which could 
miſtake 5 notorious a Profanation of the Divine Name, for a gente! 
Embelliſhment of Speech—It ſhews Us, likewiſe, our extreme Need 
of that revealed Law, which, among other refined Precepts, unknown 
to the Religion of Nature, enjoins; Above all Things, ſewear not— 
Thou Spalt not take the Name of the LORD thy GQD in hut bieg 
| | ubject 
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ſubject to no inordinate Appetites. When the very beſt 
unregenerate Man, that ever lived, acknowledges con- 
cerning Himſelf; Sin, original Corruption, wrought in 
me all Manner of Concupiſcence *. And even the Stoic 
Philoſopher cannot but confeſs, Omnia in Omnibus Vitie 
unt f. | 
; Ther. Have We not often obſerved heroic Courage, 
and a Generoſity of Spirit, where the Education has been 
none of the ſtricteſt ? To what can we aſcribe theſe laud- 
able Qualities, but to the innate Virtue and Nobleneſs of 
the Temper, working without any auxiliary Succours? 

Aſp. Virtue, Theron, is a complete Aſſemblage, not 
ſome disjointed Shreds, of laudable Qualities. Thoſe 
You mention, if not accompanied with the whole Circle 
of amiable Accompliſhments, are no more to be called 
Virtue; than two or three ſcattered Fragments of an 
Edifice, are to be honoured with the Appellation of an 
Houſe. —How often are thoſe very Perſons, with all 
their Fortitude, Slaves to ignoble Pleaſures, or in Bon- 
dage to the baſeſt Luſts. A moſt infallible Indication, 
that they have no uniform Generoſity, nor any real Cou- 
rage. Deſire of Fame, may prompt to many ſuch 
Acts, as dazzle the ſuperficial Eye: which yet are far, 
very far from genuine Virtue, 

Ther. Do You then attribute the Grecian Politeneſs 
and the high Roman Spirit, with all the gallant Actions 
of their Heroes and their Generals to a Deſire of Fame ? 

Aſp. There is Reaſon to ſuſpect, that they derived 
their Origin from ſome improper Motive. And no 
Motive was more artfully inſtilled, or more aſſiduouſly 
cheriſhed, than the Spirit of Ambition.—View their 
Crowns, their Statues, their triumphal Solemnities— 
Read their Orators, their Hiſtorians, their Poets The 
former were the School, the latter were the Maſters, to 
inculcate this grand Leſſon, 

Let Us conſider the Romans a little more attentively; 
and not amidſt the Dregs of their Community, but in 
their very beſt Ages; when their Republic ſubſiſted, 


* Rom, vii, 8. + Sen, De Ben. Lib. IV, 
Dd 4 and 
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and their Scipios flouriſhed, Many great and ſhining 
Deeds were undoubtedly performed, But did they 
ſpring from a reverential Regard to the ſupreme BE. 
ING; from Obedience to his Will, or Zeal for his 
Honour? i | 25 

If this Principle ſnould be thought too refined, did 
they proceed from a Love to their Fellow creatures? In 
caſe, neither of theſe Motives“ actuated their Conduct, 
it can never be placed to the Account of Virtue, 
Had Benevolence been their leading Principle, why ſuch 
Inhumanity to Cartbage? Why muſt that opulent City 
be laid in Aſhes, and her numerous Citizens be put to 
the Sword? Were they Enemies to Mankind, or a 
Nuiſance in the World? You well know, that they 
were only too induſtrious, and too powerful. By which 
Means, they would be in a Condition, to eclipſe the 
Magnificence of the Roman Name, and diſpute the 
Prize of Sovereignty with the Roman State, For this 
Crime—a Crime in Ambition's Eye, abſolutely inex- 
cuſable even Cato's upright Soul, ſhall doom them to 
utter Deſtruction ; and Scipio's gentle Hand, ſhall exc- 
cute the horrid Decree, | 

Is this Virtue ? Does Virtue ravage Countries, from 
the mere Wantonneſs of Pride, or Luſt of Pre-emi- 
nence ? Does Virtue deſtroy Millions of Lives, only to 
aggrandize a particular People, or extend the Dominion 
of ſome favourite Empire? If bis were Virtue, Brutus 
thought too honourably of her Character when he termed 
Her an empty Name,—T am ſure my Theron has juſter 
Notions of Things. He need net be informed, that 
true Virtue, far from perſonating the rapacious Harpy, 
acts as a Father to Others, as a Father to All. And, 


* A Zeal for the Honour of GOD, and a Concern for the Good 
of our Fellow-creatures, are the true Sources of Virtue, 1 Cor. x. 
24, 31. When our Attions flow not from theſe Principles, Reaſon 
will put a Query upon them, and Revelation will expunge them from 
the Lift of Virtues. —They may be ſpecious in themſelves ; they may 
be coſtly to the Perſormer; they may even be ſerviceable to Others, 
But can no more deſerve the Title of Virtue, than the Activity of our 
Sun-fire Officers, in extinguiſhing the Flames on ſome inſured Houſe, 
can merit the Name of Charity, " 
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like HIM, who is both its. Pattern and its Author 
goes about doing Good. 


Ther. The moſt elegant Cane, if plunged into yon- 
der Baſon, while the Waters are curled by the Breeze, 
will appear both crooked and coarſe. I cannot but 
think, the Accuſers of human Nature examine her State 
with a prejudiced Underſtanding. Which has the fame 
perverſe Effect upon their Judgment, as thoſe ruffled 
Waves have upon the Sight —Or elſe, they contem- 
plate her Condition with a melancholy Mind ; which, like 
a jaundiced Eye, gives every Object a diſtempered Af- 
pect; darkens the chearful; diſcolours the beautiful; 
and hangs even the Sun in Mourning. 

App. Rather let this be the Compariſon, to illuſtrate 
our Point. View the meaneſt Piece of Earth, through 
the Priſmatic Glaſs; and it will appear, not beautiful 
only, but perfectly ſplendid. Remove the deluſory Me- 
dium, and all the ſophiſticated Finery vaniſnes. The 
Indigo, the Orange, the Violet are gone: and leave no- 
thing to be ſeen, but a rude unornamented Lump of 
Clay.—So, if We conſider human Nature, according 
to the partial Repreſentations of Self-love ; or contem- 
plate it, in the flattering Mirrour of ſome popular Writ- 
ings; it may ſeem regular, holy, excellent. But, if 
We behold it under the Light, the unerring Light of 
Revelation, its fanſied Charms diſappear; it ſtands 
clothed with Deformity; and is a Spectacle of Commi- 
ſcration, if not of Horrour. 

Ther. What Reaſon have you to father ſuch a Notion 
upon the ſacred Writings ?—The ſacred Writings in- 
form Us, that Man was made after the Image of GOD. 
This, ſure, could not be fo diſhonourable and depraved 
a Pattern, as your Diſcourſe would inſinuate. 

Aſp. Far, very far from a diſhonourable Pattern! 
The Image of GOD is the conſummate Standard of all 
Perfection. In Conformity to this admirable Exem- 
plar, our firſt Parents were created; and in this ad- 
mirable Condition they continued, till by Tranſgreſſion 
they fell, Fell from the moſt holy and happy State, 

into 


410 DIALOGUE XL 


into Guilt, Condemnation, and Ruin.,—Therefore, when 
this fatal Cataſtrophe had taken place, the ſacred Hiſ- 
torian varies his Style; and with a remarkable Peculi- 
arity, as well as Propriety of Speech, ſays, Adam bepat 
a Son in his own *, not in the DIVINE, Likeneſs, 
That every Reader may advert to this melancholy, but 
important Truth ; it is marked more ſtrongly ſtill ; it is 
enforced by a very emphatical Repetition. After his 
own Image f, now fallen and corrupted ; and therefore 
contradiſtinguiſhed to the Image of GOD, mentioned 
in a preceding Verſe, Which Expreſſions are evidently 
intended, to denote the Difference between the State, 
in which Adam was created, and Seth was begotten. 
Ther. Pray, let me have a ſuccinct, but full Account 
of this tragical Story. Since all your orthodox Divines 
lay ſuch a mighty Streſs upon the Doctrine of the Fall. 
Aſp. GOD, having formed the human Body out of 
the Ground, animated the Structure with a living Soul; 


and tranſcribed upon this Soul the Image of his bleſſed 


SELF. All was Light in the Underſtanding ; all was 
Rectitude in the Will; and nothing but Harmony in 
the Affections. Man, thus endowed, was placed in the 
delightful Garden of Eden; and furniſhed with every 
Accommodation, which was neceſſary to ſupport his 
Being, or deſirable to gratify his Senſes.—He was con- 
ſtituted Lord of this lower Creation, and, amidſt num- 
berleſs Indulgences, received only one—eaſy—negative 
Command— not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil. —From this He was to abſtain, as a Pledge 
of his Subjection, and as an Exerciſe of his Obedience, 
Bliſs and Immortality were to be the Reward of Duty ; 
Miſery and Death the Puniſhment of Diſobedience, 
In the Day Thou eateſt thereof Thou ſhalt ſurely die , 
was the Sanction of the divine Law, | 

How equitable ! How gracjous the Terms! Yet, nei- 
ther the Goodneſs of GOD, could induce Him to keep 


„his is affirmed, not of Cain, but of Sezh, the moſt excellent of 
Adam's Children, and Father of the holy Seed. 


+ Wr waa Gen, v. 3. + Gen, ii, 17. 
them; 
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them; nor the Authority of GOD, deter Him from 
breaking them. —Unreaſonably diſcontented even with 
ſuch advantageous Circumſtances, and preſumpruouſly 
aſpiring to be like the MOST HIGH, He hearkened 
to the Suggeſtions of the evil Spirit. In a Word; He 
violated the Precept, and incurred the Penalty, GOD 
was juſt, and Man was undone. He loft his Upright- 
neſs *; became ſubject to Mortality; and, as the ner- 
vous Original expreſſes it, Died the Death. 

Ther. True; He became ſubject to many bodily In- 
firmities, and to the Neceſſity of final Diſſolution.— But, 
what has this Sentence, or what have theſe Sufferings to 
do with your Notion of univerſal Depravity in the Mind ? 
The Death, which the Almighty LEGISLATOR 
threatened, can be oppoſed only to the Life, which the 
Almighty CREATOR gave. 

Ap. Be it ſo.— The CREATOR gave, and Man 
poſſeſſed a Life, incomparably more excellent, than that 
which the Pulſe imparts, or the Beaſts enjoy. He poſ- 
ſeſſed a divine Life, Which, according to the Definition 
of the Apoſtle, conſiſted in Knowledge, in Righteouſneſs, 
and true Holineſs f. This which was the diſtinguiſhing 
Glory, and the ſupreme Felicity of his Nature—this, 
alas! was extinct, Ba - 

His Underſtanding, originally enlightened with Wiſ- 
dom, was clouded and overwhelmed with Ignorance.— 
His Heart, once filled with' religious Veneration, and 
warmed with heavenly Love, became alienated from 
GOD, his MAKER.—His Paſſions and Appetites, 
rational and regular before, ſhook off the Government 
of Order and Reaſon. The whole moral Frame was 
unhinged, disjointed, broken; or, in other Words, the 
Life of GOD was departed from the Soul, 


Junocence, that as a Veil 
Had ſhadew'd them from knowing Ill, ⁊uas gone, 
Fuſt Confidence, and native Righteouſneſs. 
| Mirr. Book IX. 1054. 
t Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 10. This is what Mees calls, The Image 
f GOD, I 
Ther, 
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er. What Caufe have You to ſuppoſe, that all this 
Miſery was either included in the Threatening, or in- 
troduced by the Fall? 

Aſp. The Ignorance of fallen Adam was palpable. 

Witneſs that abſurd Attempt, to hide Himſelf from the 
Eye of OMNISCIENCE *, among the Trees of 
the Garden.— His Averſion to the All-gracious GOD 
was equally plain. Otherwiſe, He, would never have 
fled from his MAKER; bur rather have haſted, and 
on the Wings of Deſire, into the Place of the divine 
| Manifeſtation. 
A ftrange Variety of diſorderly Paſſions tf, were evi- 
_ dently predominant in his Breaſt Pride; for He refuſcs 
to — his Guilt, though He cannot but own 
the Fact—ingratitude; for He obliquely upbraids the 
CREATOR with his Gift, as though it had been a 
Snare, rather than a Blefling ; 7he Woman, whom Thou 
gaveſt me—Want of natural Afﬀettion ; for He endea- 
vours to caſt all the Blame upon the weaker Veſſel; 
and to acquit his obnoxious Self, by impeaching the 
Wife of his Boſom.—The female Criminal acts the 
fame unhumbled Part. She neither takes Shame to 
Herſelf, nor gives Glory to GOD ; nor puts up a lingle 
Petition for Pardon. 

As all theſe Diſaſters enſued, upon the Breach of the 
Commandment ; they furniſh Us, I think, with the beſt 


Hong en as tin rule ae; Tor Orv, Tor mailzys wafeila, Tor ra 
ar ETA per, re xpvrleaVas ETEY£4p20, Chry ſ, 

+ Milton, ſpeaking of the unhappy Pair, and deſcribing the Con. 
ſequences of their Fall, ſays : 


Nor enly Tears 
Rain'd ot their Eyes; but high Winds within 
Began to riſe; high Paſſions, Anger, Hate, 
Miftruſft, Suſpicion, Diſcord, and fhork joe 
Their inward State of Mind ; calm Region once, 
And full of Peace; now tſt and turbulent? 
For, Underſtanding rul*d not, and the Will 
Heard not her Lore! But, in Subjeftion miau 

Ta fjenſual Appetite, <vho from beneath 


Ujurping, over ſevereign Reaſon claim'd 
Superior Sway, Book IX, 1121. 


Key 
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Key to open the Meaning of the prohibitory Sanction. 
They prove, beyond any Argument, that ſpiricual 
Death, and all its Conſequences, were comprehended 
in the F xtent of the Threatening. 

Ther. How could one Act of Diſobedience produce 
ſuch deſtructive Effects? Eraſe the fair Image of the 
GODHEAD; and ſtamp the Monſter, ſtamp the 
very Devil, in its Stead ?—And fo ſmall an Act of Diſ- 
obedience too ? | 

Aſp. The Prohibition, if You pleaſe, was ſmall ; not 
ſo the Tranſgreſſion. It was committed againſt the 
cleareſt Knowledge of Duty, and, the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 
tions to Obedience. It argued Ingratitude for the richeſt 
Favours, and Unbehef of the moſt folemn Declara- 
tions. It was an Act of the moſt horrid Preſumption 
in the Creature, and of the moſt impious Rebellion 
avainſt the CREATOR. 

As to the Smallneſs, or rather the gentle and benign 
Import of the Command, this aggravates, beyond Mea- 
ſure, the Crime of Diſobedience. Alluding to the 
Words, once addreſſed to the Syrian General, we may 
juſtly expoſtulate - O thou Adam, if thy LORD 
had bid Thee do ſome great Thing“; in Submiſſion 
* to his high Authority, and out of Gratitude for his 
© unſpeakable Goodneſs, oughteſt Thou not to have 
« done it? How much more, when He ſays to Thee? 
©* —Freely cat of all, except this ſingle Tree. Thou- 
« ſands, Thouſands of Honours, Privileges, and Gifts 
« be thine; only ove Acknowledgment of thy Subjec- 
* tion, mine. And that the egſeſt, which thy Heart 
« can wiſh, or even thy Fancy conceive.” 

You aſk, How could one Act of Diſobedience pro- 
duce ſuch deſtructive Effects? I anſwer ; the Reality 
of the Fact, in numberleis Inſtances of material Nature, 
is plain to a Nemonſtration ; while the Manner of Ope- 
ration, remains an impenetrable Secret. Every Child. 
perceives the former; Newton himſelf is at a Loſs for 
the latter,-For which Reaſon, I have always thought 


* 2Kingsv. 13. 
it 
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it better, to believe what GOD has taught, than at- 
tempt to explain, what GOD has concealed, Let us 
forego this curious, perhaps fruitleſs Enquiry ; and ſub- 
ſtitute a Remark, which naturally ariſes from the Sub- 
ject, and may conſiderably edify our Minds. 

Ther. Edify ! Is it poſſible to render this diſhonour- 
able and afflictive Notion edifying ? Can any generou; 
Fruit ſpring from ſuch a penurious Soul? 

Afp. Sampſon, I believe, had no Expectation of find- 
ing any Thing valuable, in the Reliques of his lain 
Lion, But, to his agreeable Diſappointment, there was 
Honey in the Carcaſe *. If our Doctrine appear ghaſtly 
as the One, it may yield a Benefit feveet as the Other. 

From hence we may learn (what, when rightly learnt, 
is more ſerviceable than all the Sciences) the extreme 
Malignity of Sin.— When Volcanos open their tremen- 
dous Jaws, and diſgorge a fiery Innundation ; they con- 
fine their Fury to a ſingle Territory. When Famine lifts 
her mildewed Hand, and deſtroys the Supports of ani- 
mal Life ; She 1s content with ruining a Kingdom or a 
Nation. —When Var drenches his Sword in Blood, 
or the Peſtzlence impregnates the Air with Poiſon ; they 
alſo, even they obſerve ſome Limits, and never make 
the whole Compaſs of Nature the Scene of their Ra- 
vages.—But Sin levelled its Blow at the whole human 
Race. Six poured Contagion, and ſpread Deſtruction, 
through all Countries, and all Ages. One ſingle Act of 
Sin brought Confuſion and a Curſe upon the material, 
and Miſeries, infinite Millions of Miſeries, on the ra- 
tional World F.—How then ſhould We fear this moſt 
horrible and pernicious of all Evils ! With what Care- 
fulneſs guard againſt its inſidious Allurements ! With 
what Reſolution fly from its killing Careſſes! 


* Judg. xiv. 8. 

+ St, Chry/eftom calls the firſt Tranſgreſſion, » walla àνν,u 
euapric, Which is, in a Manner, tranſlated by Milton ; who, ſpeak- 
ing of the ſame tragical Act, ſays 

——t 


Branght Death into the World, and all our Wee. © 


Ther. 
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Ther. I muſt obſerve, Aſpaſio, that You take for 
granted, what remains to be proved. For, ſuppoſing 
your Account true, with regard to Adam; yet, hows 
does this affect his Children? Why muſt all his Poſte- 
rity be contaminated, becauſe their Fore-father has 
played the Prodigal? Such a heavy Charge againſt the 
whole Body of Mankind, will not be admitted, without 
very cogent Proofs. 

Aſp. The Proofs are cogent ; perhaps irrefragable.. 

Poetry, addreſſing fallen Adam, is very clear in her 
Depoſition, 


They, who never touch'd 

Th' excepted Tree, nor with the Snake conſpir'd, 
Nor finn'd thy Sin, yet from that Sin derive 
Corruption. 


Reaſon offers to turn Evidence in the Caſe. Rea- 
ſon, in Concurrence with Revelation, demands; Vo 
can bring a clean Thing out of an unclean + ? If the Foun- 
tain be polluted, how can the Streams be pure ? And if 
the Root is corrupt, *tis impoſſible to conceive, how 
the Branches ſhould be ſound, or the Fruit good 4. 

The ſcriptural Teſtimonies are almoſt innumerable, 
They pour their Evidence from every Quarter; and 
conſtitute, not two or three only, but a whole Cloud of 
Witneſſes GOD made Man upright, ſays the royal 
Preacher, The human Nature in its primitive State, 
was all Regularity, and without any improper Bias. 


* MiLToN. + Job xiv. 4. 
t Milton has anticipated Therin's Objection; and, in Adam's So- 
lloquy, very judiciouſly ſolved it. 


_ Ah ! why foould all Mankind 

For one Man's Fault, thus guiltl:/s be condemn'd, 

Tf guilthſs But from me what can proceed 

But all Corrupt, beth Body and Mind deprav'd 

Not to do only, but to will the ſame 

With me ! How can they acquitted land | 

1s Sight of GOD? Bock X. 822. 


But, 


| 
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But, ever ſince the firſt Tranſgreſſion, Men have been 
inclined to Evil. And, in Conſequence of this De- 
pravity, they have ſought out many Inventions *.—Don't 
You obſerve the very peculiar, and no leſs ſignificant 
Structure of the Language? GOD made, not He makes, 
Man, at his firſt Creation; not Men, in their ſucceſſive 
Generations. Then He was wife and holy; now they 
are fooliſh and depraved. Our Nature, as proceeding 
from a gracious CREATOR, was without Fault and 
without Defect ; but as propagated from a fallen Pa- 
rent, is unhappily altered. Fuimus Troes. 

Ther. I don't deny, but Multitudes of People, ſe- 
duced by bad Example, or betrayed by their own Inad- 
dertency, have departed from the Rule of Duty. Have, 
as the wiſe Man affirms, tried many fooliſh Experi- 
ments to acquire Happineſs, and deviſed as many idle 
Excuſes for their Folly. But, this is no ſuch irrefragable 
Proof, that their very Nature was depraved. It only 
implies, that, not taking proper Heed to their Ways, 
they warped from their native Uprightneſs. As yonder 
Tulips, though perfectly beautiful at preſent, if not at- 
tended with the neceſſary Cultivation, will degenerate 
into homely Flowers; and, at length, be no better than 
tawdry Weeds. 

App. No, my Friend. Iniquity is not an adventitious 
Thing, catched from Example, or contracted by Care- 
leſſneſs. Theſe may increaſe, but theſe do not occaſion, 
the moral Malady. A ſinful Diſpoſition is early as our 
Being: 1s the very Mould, in which all our Faculties 
are caſt. David bears very expreſs Teſtimony to this 
humbling Truth. Behold! He ſets his N. B. + upon 


* Ecclef. vii. 29. 


4 I need not inform my Readers, that N. B. points ont the fh 
Importance of a Paſſage, and is a Call for peculiar Attention. 
Obſervation of another Kind may, perhaps, be more worthy of ih: 
Notice. That Dawid ſets not the diftingniſhing Mark vpon bis a. 
tual Tranſgreſſions, but upon his original Sin. As that, which was 
the fatal Source of all; ſhould cauſe the deepeſt Humiliation in 11 n. 
- ſelf; andifſhould be moſt attentively regarded by the Reader. 


the 


the Paſſage. Tis a fad, but certain Fact. Such as 
ſhould never depart from my Memory, nor ever be 
omitted in my Confeſſions. I was ſbapen in Wickedneſs, 
and in Sin did my Mother tonceive me. As though he 
had ſaid “ Alas! LORD, this Crime, though ex- 
« tremely horrid, is but a little Part of my Guilt, I 
« have not only ſinned in Practice, but I am totally 
« and univerſally corrupt in my very Nature.” 

This He acknowledges, not to extenuate his Offence, 
but to lay open his exceſſive Vileneſs. And indeed it 
is not poſſible, to form a right Judgment of Ourſelves, 
or to be duly humbled before GOD, unleſs We add the 
Depravation of our Nature to the Tranſgreſſions of our 
Life, Juſt as it is impoſſible to diſcern, what monſtrous 
and voracious Animals lie hid in the Ocean, if We only 
glance an Eye upon the Surface of the Waters. 

Ther. This, You know, was written by the royal Pe- 
nitent, under the Pangs of a ſevere Remorſe. Does 
not a Senſe of his enormous Iniquity, together with the 
Apprehenſion of divine Wrath, cauſe his Hand to ſhake, 
and lead Him to aggravate Features ?—Or, ſuppoſe it 
were true of the adulterous King, is it equally applicable 
to Others, who have eſcaped ſuch groſs Pollutions e 

Aſp. It is no exaggerating Draught, but a faithful 
Delineation: and exactly repreſents every Child of 
Adam. It was written with the utmoft Deliberation ; 
and therefore is introduced with that Call for peculiar 
Attention, Behold !—And, though David was ſcanda- 
louſly criminal in his Intrigue with the Wife of Uriah ; 
yet, the genera! Tenour of his Life was not _ irre- 
proachable, but exemplary. Who ſo zealous for the 
Houſe of GOD, or ſo devoted an Admirer of the di- 
vine Word ? His Heart was an Altar, ever flaming with 
heavenly Love; and his Tongue a Trumpet, to ſound 
the Praifes of JEHOVAH through all Generations. 
And if He had Reaſon to make this abaſing Confeſ- 
ſion; who is the Perſon, that can think Himſelf ag- 
grie ved, by ſharing in the Imputation? | 


* Pfal. Ii. 5. 
Vor, I. E e One 
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One of our moſt eminent Martyrs*, when He heard 
of any Maleſactor, condemned to ſuffer an ignominious 
Death, uſed to lay his Hand upon his Breaſt, and ſay 

— The Seeds of all thoſe Villanies, which: brought 
that unhappy Wretch to the Gibbet, were ſown Here. 
ce If they have not ſprung up into the ſame deteſtable 
© Deeds, unto divine Grace, unto divine Grace alcye, 
ce be all the Glory!“ 

Ther. Your Martyrs had honeſt Hearts, but not al- 

ways the cleareſt Heads. I admire their Zeal, and re- 
verence their Memories. But I can no more receive 
their Opinion as an Oracle, than I can be perſuaded to 
worſhip their Relics. 
Aſp. I have no Intention to palm Popery on my 
Friend, nor any Deſire to calumniate the human Spe- 
cies. If it be diſingenuous and ſinful, to aſperſe a par- 
ticular Character; how much more unjuſtifiable, to tra- 
duce our Nature in general ! 

My Account, dark and diſguſtful as it is, ſtands con- 
firmed by a higher Authority, than any private Opinion. 
It is confirmed from an univerſal Survey of Mankind; 
taken by the Eye of the CREATOR Himſelf, and 
left upon Record in the Books of Revelation. The 
LORD looked down from Heaven upon the Children of 
Men, to ſee if there were Any that did underſtand, and ſeek 
after GO D.—W hat is the Reſult of this grand Enqui- 
ry ? It muſt, without all Peradventure, be infallibly true. 
Becauſe GOD's Inſpection is too keen, to be eluded; 
and his Judgment too impartial, to be biaſſed. This 
is the Report made by the infinitely wiſe OBSERVER: 
They are all gone aſide, they are all together become filthy f: 

there is None that doeth Good, no not One. 


* Mr. Bradford. 


+ P/al. xiv. 2, 3. The two original Words Mön! 5Þ are meta- 
phorical Expreſſions; taken from M ines, that are become four —and 
M-ats, that are in a State of Purrefa#im. I believe, it is impoſſible 
to find Images, more ſtrongly expreſſive of a th Depravity, and ot 
the utmoſt Degeneracy, Yet both theſe Images St. Pan has compre- 
hended in one Word; &:@0acniu ror wv, 1 Tim. vi. 5. Th 

er. 
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ber. This, I apprehend, is the Character of thoſe 
beſotted Creatures, thoſe moſt egregious of all Fools, 
Who ſay, There is no GOD. To them the Pſalm re- 
lates, and to them the abandoned Character is appro- 
priated. They have it, if I may ſo ſpeak, Cum Privi- 
legio. | 
45 It is meant rather of practical, than of ſpecula- 
tive Atheiſts; who ſay, if not explicitly with their Mouths, 
yet implicitly in their Hearts, There is no GOD. Wha 
live, as if there was no ALL-SEEING EYE, to 
take Cognizance of their preſent Conduct; no Supreme 
) JUDGE, to call them to a future e e e 
I dare appeal to Yourſelf, though perhaps the fondeſt of 
y Fathers, Whether this Inſtance of Fooliſpneſs, is not bound 
- up in the Hearts of our Children*. Nay, I dare appeal to 
- any unprejudiced Perſon : Whether it be not natural to 
1 Us all, both in Youth and Manhood, to forget our 
CREATOR? 
In this Caſe, Theron, there is no Monopoly. Your 
Right and mine, are too ſtrongly eſtabliſhed by Expe- 
rience, and too clearly expreſſed in the preceding Scrip- 
ture, to admit of any Controverſy—lf there were Any, 
thar underſtood—T hey are all gone out of the Way— 
there is None, that doeth Good—No, not One. Could 
any Conveyance in Europe have contrived a Form of 
Words, more fully to aſcertain our unhappy Title ? 
Ther. There may be ſome Texts in Scripture, which 
ſeem to countenance your Aſſertion. Let theſe refer to 
the worſt of Men, in the worſt of Times. And can 


Prov. xxii. 15. Let None think, that by Fooliſpneſs the ſacred 
Writer means only thoſe fly Tricks, which diſcover a Weakneſs of 
Underſtanding in Children. Solomon's Fool is not the Idint but the 
Sumer; and the Folly, ſtigmatized throughout the Proverbs, denotes, 
not a Failure in the Intellectual, but in the religious and moral Cha- 
rater, a 

The Words, in this Paſſage, are peculiarly forcible. Fool;/onefs is 
in the Heart ; implanted in the very Nature; ſunk deep into the inmoſt 
Faculties, —And not only ſunk deep, but adheres almoſt inſeparably : 
up is wrapt, tied, and bound: twines like the Ivy, and is rooted 


like the Oak, 
£ Ee 2 You, 


* 
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You, with any Juſtice, aſcribe the Properties of a few 
Reprobates to the whole Species? 

Ap. This very Paſſage, and others of a like Import, 
are adopted by St. Paul, and applied both to Jets and 
Gentiles ; with this profeſſed Deſign, that every Mouth 
may be ſtopped, and all the World may be found guilty * 
befere GOD. Which evinces, I ſhould think, beyond 
all Doubt, the Univer/ality of its Extent. 

If to the Univerſality, We add the Antiquity of this 
Fact, it will bear the two grand Characteriſtics of Truth. 
Far from being a novel Opinion, it was received as a 
Maxim, in the early Age of Job. What is Man, that 
He ſhould pretend to be clean? And He that is born of a 
Woman, that He ſhould prefume to be righteous ? Righ- 
teous before the infinitely JUST and HOLY ONE! 
Behold! He putteth no Truſt in his Saints, though the 
moſt exalted of all intelligent Beings. Yea, the Heavens, 
thoſe brighteſt Parts of the material Creation, are not 
clean in his Sight. How much more abominable and filthy 
is. Man f. Who drinketh Iniquity; though lotheſome to 
GOD, and worſe than Poiſon to his own Soul; yet 
drinketh it lite Mater; without any Heſitation, or the 
teaſt Fear, with an eager and profuſe Delight. 
This, You will obſerve, was alledged in a Diſpute, 
carried on with no ſmall Vehemency. Yet is admitted, 
on all Hands, as unexceptionably true, —Be pleaſed alſo 
to take Notice, That the Charge is not confined to ſome 
very notorious Sinners, but is laid againſt the whole 


' ® Rom, iii. 19. TTroJ®- yore, © May become guilty,” does not 
fo exactly anſwer the Scope of the Context, neither does it ſo ſolidly 
eſtabliſh the Apoſtle's Argument, as © may be found guilty;“ be 
fully convicted, and apparently liable to moſt juſt Condemnation.— 
Thoſe Things, were written of Old, and were quoted by St. Faul, 
not to render Men criminal, but to prove them ſo. 

+ Fob xv. 14, 15, 16. The immaculate Purity of the bleſſed 
GOD, and the utter Depravity of fallen Man, are Points of ſo 
n in the ſeriptural Syſtem of Divinity, that they are 
inculcated no leſs than three Times, within the Co of this ſingle 
Book. And by much the /ame noble Contraſt of ſtriking Images, 
Chap, iv. 17, 18;—Xxv. 14, 15, 16.—XxXv. 4, 5, 6. 
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Body of Mankind. Whatever Figure they may make, 
each in his own Conceit; they are all deſcribed in the 
Word of GOD—as Beings, inſatiably athirſt after Evil 
from ObjeF#s, which We cannot endure to behold ; or 


cannot behold without Abhorrence *.—Such is Man by 


Nature! People muſt have Eyes very different from 
mine, to diſcern any Dignity in this Draught. 


Ther. As to innate Dignity, We will let it paſs. But 
this I muſt inſiſt upon, and ſeveral Writers of the firſt 
ow are on my Side—That We enter the Stage of 
Life, in a State of Indifference either to Good or Evil 
That the Affections are like a Balance, nicely poiſed, and 
preponderating neither one Way nor the other. The 
whole Soul, like a Sheet of fair Paper, is equally ſuſcep- 
tible of ſtrait or crooked Lines; and will as readily re- 
ceive the amiable Features of an Angel, as the hideous 
Deformity of a Devil. I 

Aſp. With regard to your firſt Illuſtration.—The Si- 
mile, I think, confutes the Sentiment. For, to be in 
Suſpenſe, Whether We ſhall love the LORD our GOD, 
the Giver of all Good, and the Source of all Perfec- 
tion; this, ſurely, muſt be condemned as an itreligious 
Temper.—This is a criminal Halting between GOD and 
Baal. —A Neutrality, which is no better than Hoſtility. 

I fear, the Writers You mention, pay bur little Defe- 
rence to the inſpired Volume. Our Eſcutcheon is very 
differently blazoned in that Office of ſpiritual Heraldry, 
A Tranſgreſſor from the JVamb r, is one of our hereditary 
Titles. J ranſgreſſors We are, by ſtrong internal Pro- 
penſity ; even before We tranſgreſs, in outward Act. 


* The original Words are ]um 2 -One is uſed to ſignify that 
abominable Practice, which the Egyptians could not bear to view, 
Exed. viii. ver. 22. Heb, Bibl. ver, 26. Eng. Bibl,—The other de. 
notes an Object, too /qzabid to be viewed without lothing, 

+ I/ai. xlviii. 8. A Truth ſo apparent and undeniable, that Seneca 
could not but diſcern it, though He was an wnen/ightened Heathen ; 
could not but acknowledge it, attached as He was to the proud Stair 
Set, Hac Conditione nati ſumus. Avimalia obnoxia non pancioribus 
Animi quam Corporis Morbis, De Ira Lib. II. c. 9, 

Ee 3 Obſerve 
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Obſerve the young Hawthorn Plants, which have un- 
folded their green Leaves, in yonder Nurſery; but have 
ſcarce learned to ſpread the gay Bloſſom. Is there in 
_ thoſe Plants an equal Aptitude, to produce the luſcious 
Juicy Grape, or their own coarſe and huſky Berry? By 
no means. They will (unleſs grafted with ſome gene- 
rous Cyon) certainly, univerſally, conſtantly bear the ſame 
harſh Fruit, with their parent Tree.—So certainly will 
the human Mind, if not renewed by the SPIRIT of 
CHRIST, branch out into ungodly Tempers, and 
bring forth wicked Practices. 

Ther. The Nobleman, mentioned by Xenophon *, when 
overcome by an alluring Temptation, deviſed for his Ex- 
cuſe the Notion of two Souls; one, that inclined Him to 
Vice; another, that prompted Him to Virtue, This 
was a moderate Caricatura , compared with my Friend's, 
He will allow nothing regular or graceful in the human 
Heart.—You have metamorphoſed the Maſter-piece of 
the Creation, into ſuch a deformed Object; as may 
juſtly render Him a Terror to Himſelf. Can there be 
a groſſer Libel upon the CREATOR, or a greater 
Diſcouragement to our Fellow-creatures ? 

Ap. If this be a deformed Piece, what will You call 
the following Deſcription? GOD ſaw that the Witked- 
neſs of Man was great upon the Earth; and that every 
Imagination of the Thoughts of his Heart was only Evil con- 
tinually 1. This, perhaps, may be reckoned a more 
monſtrous Drawing ſtill, Yet it came from hat Hand, 
which painted the Canopy of the Skies, and touched 
all the Pictures of Nature into ſuch inimitable Perfec- 
tion. | 

Pray, let us examine the moſt diſtinguiſhing Features 
in this Draught.—Not barely the Works of his Hand, 
or the Words of his Tongue, but the Inaginations of bis 


| * Cyroped, Lib. VI. 
1 A Term uſed by the /zalian Painters, to fignify a Reſemblanee 
horrid and ridiculous, 
+ Gen, vi. 5, 
Heart, 
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Heart, are evil. The Contagion has ſpread itſelf through 
the inner Man. It has tainted the Seat of his Princi- 
ples, and the Source of his Actions *. Is there not, 
You will ſay, ſome Mixture of Good? No; they are 
only Evil. There is no hopeful Tendency. Not fo 
much as a little Leaven of Piety; that may have a 
Chance to diffuſe itſelf, and meliorate the whole Lump. 
— But are there no lucid Intervals? No happy Mo- 
ments, when Virtue gains the Aſcendancy? None: He 
is only evil continually, The U ſurpation of Sin is total, 
and its Tyranny perpetual. | 
What I have advanced, therefore, is no Libel upon 
the CREATOR's Benignity. Becauſe, it is the very 
Echo of his own Determination, —Neither is it ſo-pro- 
perly diſcouraging, as humbling and alarming to our 
Fellow-creatures.—Humbling, to make Us ſenſible of our 
Ruin: Alarming, to make Us deſirous of a Recovery. 
Ther. Is not the Deſcription, which You have pro- 
duced, peculiar to the Men of that wicked Generation? 
Whoſe Guilt was as unparalleled, as their Puniſhment? 
Aſp. It is applicable both to them and their Succeſ- 
ſors. The Wiſdom of GOD repeats the Charge and 
fixes it upon the Race, which ſurvived the Flood f. The 
Depravity of human Nature continued, nor could the 
Waters of an univerſal Deluge purge it away. So deep, 
alas! is the Stain, and ſo incorrigible the Virulency, of 
original 
*The Original is very exact in its Structure, as well as very em- 
phatical in its Meaning. — a9 The Heart, or grand Principle - οỹν]n 
The Thoughts of the Heart, or the various — of that Principle— 
W The /magination of the Thoughts, or the Produce and Reſult of 
thoſe Actings; namely, Deſires and Affections, Counſels and Purpoſes, 
Of which, not one, a few only, or the greateſt Part, but all theſe are 
evil, —Somewhat like this, is St. Paul's Analyſis of the intellectual 
Oeconomy ; „g, one, Aoſicoucr, All which He repreſents, as in a 
State of Enmity againſt CHRIST, As Forts or Bulwarks, erected 
to maintain a Siege, againſt the Knowledge and Obedience of his 
Goſpel, 2 Cor. x. 5. | 
+ Gen. viii. 21. Where, I think, the Particle is uſed in the 
adverſative, not the caſnal Signification ; and ſhould be rendered 


though, rather than for, —Where, it may be pleaſing, if not ſo di- 
| | Ee 4 rectly 


| 
| 
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original Corruption! that it will yield to nothing=to 
nothing will it yield, but to the Vaſbing of Regeneration, 
end renewing of the HOLY GHOST“. Till this takes 


place, every Heart of Man muſt wear the Prophet's 


ſtigmatizing Motto, Deceitful above all Things, and deſpe- 
rately wicked, | 

Ther. This Paſſage, I am informed, is not rightly 
tranſlated ; eſpecially in the /aft Expreſſion, The Hebrew 
Original does not bear ſo hard upon the human Charac- 


ter as the Engliſh Verſion. 


App. Fo allow then, that the Heart is deceitful. And 
of this We have a glaring Proof in the Conduct of Ha- 
zael, He thought it impoſſible, that He ſhould ever 

trate ſuch horrid Barbarities, as the Prophet fore. 
ſaw. Js thy Servant a Dog, that He ſhould do this great 
Thing + ? Yes, Hazae}; however Thou mayeſt imagine 
Thyk:1f gentle as a Lamb, thou art fierce as a Dog, and 
favage as a Tyger.— Which was moſt terribly demon- 
ſtrated by the Event 3. 

Suppoſe, We tranſlate the other Word ſomewhat more 
accurately. The little _—_ will be of leſs Service 
to your Cauſe. Inſtead of 'deſperately wicked, You 
may, if You pleaſe, read deplorably diſordered |. This 
is the exact Import of the Phraſe.——It is a Metaphor, 
derived from a very diſtempered Body. In which, the 


realy pertinent, to obſerve ; that the Forbearance of the righteous 
GOD, is aſcribed to the great Atonement ; typefied by Noah's Burnt. 
offerings, and ſpecified by St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Ephe/ians; who 
probably alludes to this Paſſage. The LORD ſmelled a ſweet Sa- 
vour, and the LO RD ſaid in his Heart, I will not again curſe the Earth 
any more for Man's Sake, though the Imagination of Man's Heart be evil 
from his Youth, See Eph. V. 2. 
Tit. iii. 5. + 2 Kings viii. 13, 

} This ſelf-ſame Haxael murdered his royal Maſter, and uſurped 
the Throne of Syria; burnt the Cities of Hrael, and flew the Inhabi- 
tants with the Sword ; daſhed the Infants in Pieces and ripped up the 
Women with Child, Thus cruelly did He haraſs the {/rae/ites, till 
He cruſhed their Strength; broke their Spirits ; ruined their Nation; 


or, as the ſacred Hiſtorian ſpeaks moſt emphatically, He made then 


like the Duft by Thr;fhing. 2 Kings xiii. 7. 
| Jer, XVII. 9. WIR, 
= whole 
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whole Head is ſick, and the whole Heart faint. From 
the Crown of whoſe Head, to the Sole of whoſe Feet, there 
is nothing but conſuming Diſeaſe, and enfeebling Lan- 
guors ®.—The Rules of Civility, tis true, may ſet a ſpe- 
cious Varniſh on the Converſation. But until Grace, 
ſanctifying Grace adminiſters the Remedy, the moſt civi- 
lized Heart will be only like the pale emaciated Cheek, 
that is poorly enlivened with Paint. 

Ther. What ſay the Writers of the New Teſtament ? 
Is not their Way of thinking more liberal and benign ? 
Af human Nature wore fo — an Aſpect, under the 
legal Diſpenſation ; ſince the Coming of our LORD, 
and the Publiſhing of his Goſpel, One may expect an im- 
proved and more pleaſing Face of Thin | 

Aſp. Human Nature in every Period of Time, and 
under every Diſpenſation of Religion, is ſtill the ſame. 
It was the SPIRIT of CHRIST, who indited the Old 
Teſtament, and He cannot vary from Himſelf, in the 
Declarations of the New, 

I am very much inclined to believe, That all the bodily 
Diſeaſes, which our divine PHYSICIAN healed, during 
his Abode on Earth, were ſo many emblematical Repre- 
ſentations of ſpiritual Diſorders. Which, like certain 
Family Diſtempers, may be faid to run in the Blood of 
all Mankind. Will you give me leave, Theron, to ex- 
plain myſelf ? I don't like to engroſs the Diſcourſe. Yet 
I would willingly enlarge upon this Subject. 

Ther. By all means. The Laws of Argument, ſepa- 
rate from the Indulgencies of Friendſhip, give you a 
warrant to urge, whatever may ſupport your Cauſe.— 
Beſides, I ſhall be glad to hear your Sentiments upon a 
Point ſo curious. | 

Aſp. The poor Leper, covered with noiſome Sores, is 
the very Picture of a polluted Sinner. Was the One, for 
his contagious Impurities, ſeparated from the Society of 
his Fellow-citizens ? So ſhall the other, for his abomi- 


Vai. i. 6, Agreeable to this Doctrine, and conſonant to this 
Metaphor, is the Confeſſion of our Liturgy, There is uo Health in Un. 


nable 
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nable Uncleanneſs, be baniſhed from the beatific Pre. 
ſence : Unleſs He be cleanſed by the Blood, and juſti- 
fied by the Righteouſneſs of FESUS. 
. You pity the Condition of that unhappy Creature, 
who was born þlind. His Eyes rolled, but rolled in 
vain, to find the dawning Ray. Such 1s the benighted 
State of the human Mind, till Almighty GOODNESS 
command the Scales of Ignorance to fall off, and pour 
heavenly Day through all the intellectual Faculties. 
Then, and not till then, we begin to know the Holineſs, 
the Juſtice, the adorable Excellencies of GOD.—We 
ſee the ſublime Purity of his Law, and the extreme De- 
pravityof our own Hearts. We are brought acquainted 
with the tranſcendent Glories of our REDEEMER's 
Perſon, and apprehend that moſt comfortable Myſtery 
of his Subſtitution in our Stead. We diſcern the inef- 
fable Perfection of his Merits, and the divinely rich 
Freeneſs of his Grace . Truths, incomparably more 
delightful to the Soul, than all the delectable Scenes of 
Creation are to the Sight, | 

The Paralytic's ener vated Limbs too truly repreſent 
the Impotence of our Nature. Was He unable to 
grind at a Mill; to runin a Race; or to turn Himſelf 
on His Bed ? So unable are We, to fight the good Fight 
of Faith; to exerciſe the (races of Chriſtianity ; or even 
to turn Ourſelves unto GOD. Do not you, my Friend, 
experience ſomething of this Inability ? For my Part, I 
muſt lay my Hand on my Breaſt, and daily, hourly 
confeſs, The Palſy is Here. Though not altogether 
te dead In Sin (bleſſed be CHRIST FESUS, and his 
« quickening SPIRIT !) yet how languid is my Zeal, 
te how enfeebled my Induſtry, in the great Affair of 
te everlaſting Salvation II would fain believe, and with 
« a full Aſſurance of Faith, the Promiſes of the un- 


„This and the preceding Particulars, are Leſſons of the laſt Im- 
portance in the Chriſtian School. The Knowledge of them deſerves 
to be moſt ſolicitouſly ſought, both by attentive Contemplation, and 
by earneſt Prayer. For, to know them is to be truly auiſe; to be in- 
fluenced by them; is to be /zb/{arizally happy, 


ee changeable 


& "EF © To FX OY UE OP FF "I 


| - WS. —- 


DIALOGUE XI. 427 


ce changeable JEHOVAH. But how often do I 
« ſtagger through Unbelief -I would fain love, and 
« with the warmeſt Gratitude, my ever-merciful and 
« moſt beneficent GOD. But Oh! what Coldneſs 
« benumbs my Afﬀections II wiſh to be humble in 
« every Thought; heavenly in all my Deſires; and 
« wholly reſigned to the divine Will. But, alas! my 
« Sufficiency for theſe Things, is like the flaccid Sinew, 
« or the withered Arm.” 

It would be endleſs to particularize all the Maladies, 
which were Emblems of our Miſery, and the Triumphs 
of our LORD's Power, Let me only remark—That 
their Bodies were afflicted with a Angle Diſorder ; our 
Souls labour under a Complication of Evils.—They felt 
their Affliction, and were deſirous, importunately de- 
ſirous, of Relief. We are, till awakened from above, 
inſenſible of our curſed State and our loſt Condition. 
We add, alas! We add, to all our other Indiſpoſitions, a 
ſtupifying Lethargy, or an extravagant Delirium. 

Ther, Such allegorical Expoſitions of Scripture are 
pretty enough. But, I preſume, You yourſelf cannot 
reckon them demonſtrative. For my own Part, I muſt 
appeal from the Surmiſes of Fancy, to the Verdict of 


Reaſon. 
Aſp. I cannot think that the allegorical Senſe, when 


ſoberly introduced, is unworthy our Regard, or without 


its Weight. However, I have no Deſign to preclude 
your Appeal. —Will the avowed, will the reiterated De- 
ciſion of an Apoſtle, fatisfy my Friend, and be admitted 
as the Verdict of Reaſon ?—St. Paul has declared of 
Himlelf ; in me, that is, in my Fleſh, or unrenewed Na- 
ture, dwwelleth no Good “*; no good Temper, nor ſo much 
as any good Deſire. —Elſewhere he affirms ; That the 
carnal Mind, or unregenerate Soul, is not ſubjet? to the 
Law of GOD. Nay, is an Enemy, or rather Enmity 
itſelf f —againſt what ?—Againſt Sin? That were a 
noble Antipathy.—Againſt the World? That were a 


Rom. vii. 18, + Rom. viii. 7. 


laudable 
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laudable Diſaffeftion.——No ; but againſt GOD and his 
Law. Amazing Perverſeneſs! To be Enmity againſt 
GOD ; who is boundleſs Benignity, and conſummate 
Goodneſs. Enmity againſt his Law; which is the Tran- 
ſcript of his amiable Perfections and the faultleſs Model 
of all Virtue. Fa)! 

Ther. This, I ſuppoſe, is the Character of Saul the 
Phariſee, not of Paul the Apoſtle. Deſcriptive of his 
Condition, when He was „a Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor, 
&« and injurious.” She 

Aſp. It relates not to Himſelf alone, but is applicable 
to All, who continue in a State of Nature. The bleſſed 
AUTHOR of our Being, ſpeaking of Mankind in 
general, ſays ; That He is even Fleſh * : mere Fleſh, al- 
together Fleſh, his very Soul, and all its Powers, are 
wholly enſlaved to fleſhly Appetites.—The beneficent 
RESTORER of our Happineſs, pronounces the ſame 


e | —— dd DM do. a; 


Sentence, in the very ſame Words: That which is born a 
of the Fleſh, is Fleſh f. The Faculties, which Men re- n 
ceive by their natural Birth, have a vitiated Taſte, and 
a carnal Bias. They reliſh not the refined, the heavenly, 1 
the god-like. They incline only to ſelfiſn Aims, and f 
groveling Purſuits —Our SAVIOUR reineulcates the 0 
Admonition, and illuſtrates it by a very remarkable Al- P! 
luſion. You cannot forget his Anſwer to a procraſti- 
nating Diſciple ; Let the Dead bury their Dead : Inti- th 
mating, that as many as are unſanctified by the HOLY Ou 
GHOST, though poſſeſſed of an animal, are deſtitute M 
of the divine Lite. Are no more able to perform any 2 
Gen. vi, 5, The Word Fl, by which the All-wife CREATOR 80 
characterizes Man, ſignifies, in the ſacred Writings, whatever is 4%. 
wourable in itſelf ; provoking to GOD; or introductory to the Ruin of 
Man. The Works of the Fluß, are a Compendium of all Iniquity. 
Gal. v. 19, 20, 21.— To walk after the Flb, is the very Reverſe of 155 
walking in the SPIRIT; diametrically oppoſite to the divine Law tra 
and true Holineſs, Rom. viii. 4.—To be carnally minded, or to have Re: 
the Influence, the Savour, the Reliſh of the Fleſh, (Pporpa (ap&) Cy 
redominant in our Minds, is the ſpiritual Death of the Soul ; and a be 
eſage of eternal Death, both in Body and Soul. Rom. viii. 6. pe: 
1 John iii. 6. 1 Matt. vill, 22. logt 
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,piritual and holy Duty, than a pale Corpſe in the Cot- 
fin, or dry Bones in the Charnel-houſe, are qualified to 
tranſact any ſecular Bulineſs. 

St. Paul ſets the Seal of Heaven to this momentous 
Truth, in various Paſſages of his Epiſtles. From a 
Multitude let me ſelect one, and recommend it to your 
ſerious Conſideration. You, that were ſometime alienated 
and Enemies: the Coloſſians, and all Mankind, were alie- 
nated from the living GOD; had no true Knowledge 
of Him ; and what is worſe, . had no ſincere Defire after 
Him. Nay ; they were not only Strangers but Ene- 
mies; in a State of Hoſtility to his holy Nature and 
heavenly Will. — What can expreſs a greater Degene- 
racy ? Nothing, unleſs it be the following Clauſe : &y 4 
Mind intent upon wicked Works *. A Mind, not only 
averſe from all Good, but paſſionately prone to all Evil. 

Ther. A few picked Paſſages of a figurative Import, 
and artfully cogged by ſome dextrous Interpretation, 
may ſeem to ſupport your Caule. 

Aſp. Ah! Theron, there is no need to uſe Sleight of 
Hand, He that runs may read this Doctrine in the 
ſacred Authors. It is interwoven with the whole Series 
of their Biſtorical, and makes a profeſſed Part of their 
practical Writings. 

What is more common with the inſpired Penmen, 
than to expreſs a profligate Courſe of Life, by following 
our own Imaginations, and walking in our own Ways * 
When Immorality and Licentiouſneſs were predominant 
in Yael; knew no Reſtraints, and kept no Bounds; 
how does the unerring Hiſtorian deſcribe this horrible 
State of Things ? Every One did that which was right in 


* Colof.. i. 21. Ta dae en Thi; teſog Tois merngon, Mente mali Ope- 
ribus intent. A very diſcerning critic would thus point, and thus 
tranſlate the Words. For which Alteration, He aſſigns the following 
Reaſon ; Mens enim dicitur eſſe in ea Re, quam ſemper cogitat, ad quam 
Cupidine fertur & inclinatur, Da vNANr in — — Won | 
be pointed and tranſlated, either in his or the received Manner, they: 
2 the Language, and confirm the Sentiments, of this whole Dia- 


his 
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bis own Eyes“. Nothing can more ſtrongly imply the 
extreme Depravity of Mankind, than ſuch a Phriſec. 
logy. Which makes it one and the ſame Thing, to 
purſue our natural Inclinations, and to act the abandoned 
Sinner, 3; 
St. Jude cannot write a few Lines, but He muſt touch 
upon this Subject; muſt teach this humbling Leſſon, 
Senſual f, He ſays, not having the SPIRIT. Accord. 
ing to his Eſtimate, not to be actuated by the Power of 
Grace, is to remain under the Dominion of Senſuality. 
If We may credit this Ambaſſador of CHRIST, every 
Man, while unrenewed by the Divine SPIRIT, is go- 
verned by Fleth and Senſe. Can any Man then pretend 
to be originally free from the ignoble Influence of Cor- 
ruption ? | 

St. Paul exempts not Himſelf, no, nor any of the 
higheſt Saints, "ou the opprobrious Charge: We all 
walked according to the Defires of the Fleſh and of the 
Mind. Which Deſires in Us, as well as in the idola- 
trous Heathens, were baſe, ſordid, and contaminating, 
Inſomuch that We, who are Fews by Birth; who are 
Sons of GO D, by our new Birth; even We were, by 
Nature, the Children of Wreth 4; Creatures, in whom 
GOD. could take no Pleaſure, and againſt whom his 
Wrath was revealed from Heaven. If ſo, then, doubt- 
lefs, ſubject to Depravity, and chargeable with Sin. 

Ther. What ſays St. James? You have ſuppreſſed, 
and I had almoſt forgot, his Teſtimony ; though it is fo 
very pertinent to my Purpoſe, and ſo very explicit in 
my Favour. Men, who are made after the Similitude of 
GOD.—The Similitude of GOD. ſignifies, in the 


* TJudg. xvii. 6.—See al/o Pſal. Ixxxi. 12. Ecclef. xi. . Acts xiv. 16. 

+ Jude 19. Ihe original Expreſſion is not Cagxines, but vy34%. 
Which denotes, what ſome People reckon the Glory of our Nature, 
the ratimral Soul. Vet thoſe Perſons, who have no higher a Principle, 
ure with all their Accompliſhments and Improvements, the very te- 
verſe of wiivualine, /piritual . | | 
1 Eph. ii. 3. Hoc uno Loco, ſays Be z A, guaft Fulmine, totus Homo, 
quantus quantus eſt, proſternitur, Neque enim Namram dicit læſam, cd 
mortuam, per Peccatum ; ideogue Ire vbnoxiam. 
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facred Books, thoſe moral Endowments, which" diſtin- 
ouiſh the Poſſeſſor both from the Brute and the Devil. 


And if Men are made after this Image; if they are 


created with theſe Endowments ; where is your Doctrine 
of original Sin ? | 

Aſp. I began to flatter myſelf, that your Objections 
were exhauſted. But ſince I am miſtaken in this Par- 
ticular, ſurely it muſt be as great a Miſtake to imagine, 
that our Apoſtle would maintain an Opinion, ſo repug- 
nant to the aforementioned Texts, and ſo contrary to 
univerſal Obſervation.—Do not You perceive the very 
Reverſe true, with regard to your own Children ? Why 
do You addreſs them with ſuch tender Entreaties; with 
ſuch warm Exhortations; ſuch repeated Arguments ? 
Why do you allure them to Duty by Promiſes, and deter- 
them from Tranigreſſion by Threatenings? Is all this 
Regimen, all this Diſcipline, neceſſary for Creatures, 
that bear the holy Image of GOD ? 

They made after the Similitude of GOD !—Then they 
have no need of the rexewing Influences of the HOLY 
GHOST, in caſe they live; and no need of the Atone- 
ment of CHRIST"s Blood, in caſe they die. Would 
James, the LOR D's Brother, aſſert ſuch an egregious 
Error, as not only oppoſes a ſingle Article, but under- 
mines the whole Conſtitution of Chriſtianity ? Sets aſide - 
the Sanctification of the divine SPIRIT, and the Pro- 
pitiation of the RE DE EME R's Death ? Impoſſible 
for Him to aſſert! Impoſſible, I ſhould think, for Us 
to ſuppoſe 

St. James ſpeaks of a Fact that is paſt : ſpeaks of Men 
collectively, as they were all included in their firſt Parent. 
The Paſſage, I apprehend, ſhould be tranſlated, not, 
Men that are; but, Men that were“ created; whoſe 


human 


Jam. iii. 9. That this is the preciſe Signification of the Parti- 
ciple yeſcrdlas may be gathered from 1 Tim. v. 9. Where yeſavia is 
tranſlated Sawing been; and muſt neceſſarily refer, not to the prgſent, 
but to the paft Condition of the Widow. We have a ſimilar Manner 
of Expreſſion and Repreſentation, 1 Cer. xi. 8. Which Paſſage moſt 


evidently 
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human Nature was formed.—The Scripture conſiders 
Adam, as the common Parent of Us all : nay more, 
conſiders Us all as exiſting in our great Progenitor. 
Which is ſo far from overthrowing, that it eſtabliſhes, 
the Point in Debate. For, if We were all created after 
the Similitude of GOD, in and with Adam; it muſt 
follow, that We all fell from our Conformity to G O D, 
in and with Adam. If ſo—let me for once retort my 
Friend's Interrogatory-—W here, or in whom, is not ori- 
ginal Sin ? | 

I am very ſure, this Doctrine runs through our Li- 
turgy; is an effential Part of our Articles; and moſt 
ſtrongly delineated in our Homilies. Shall I produce ſome 
of thoſe Teſtimonies ; which are as clear, as they are 
coptous? _ 

Fher. No more of your Teſtimonies, good Aſpafio. 
Inform me rather, what Advantage can accrue from your 
inculcating, or my adopting ſuch a Doctrine. Suppoſe, 
it were - undeniably true; difagreeable Truths, like diſ- 
agreeable Objects, ſhould be conſigned over to Obſcu- 
rity, not intruded upon our View.—-On ſuch an Occa- 
ſion, the Reply of Themiftocles ſhould be mine. One of 
the Literati of Greece, offered to communicate an ela- 
borate and curious Invention, By means of which, his 
Memory ſhould be ſo wonderfully ſtrengthened, as to 
retain whatever He read or heard. My Friend, re- 
ce plied the Hero, You quite miſtake the Way to ſerve 
© me. Iwant to learn the Art, not of remembering, but 
cc of forgetting.” 

Af. If to forget our Diſeaſe, were a likely Method to 
reſtore. our Health, I ſhould readily concur in your Hero's 
Way of Thinking. As this will hardly be allowed, I 
cannot but judge it more adviſeable, to give ſome At- 
tention to our Diſeaſe, that We may enquire after a Re- 
medy. 

Ther. Where is this Remedy to be had ? 


evidently deſcribes, not the ſucceſſive Production, but the ff Creation 
of the human Species, All this exactly accords with the divine De- 
claration. Ir the [mage of GOD made He Man, mwy rmeny ; wvonos 
ſays the Septuagint ; not muw ; did male, not does make, 
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Aſp. Not on Earth, but from Heaven. The Schools 
of Science cannot diſcover it. The Courts of Kings 
are unable to procure it. The College of Phyficians 
know not how to preſcribe it. But the Goſpel of our 
Salvation preſcribes, prepares, and diſpenſes it. The 
Language of CHRIST in his holy Word is, I will 
bring her Health and Cure. And the Beginning of our 
Cure is, to be ſenſible of our Diſorder. | 
Hence We are taught to be humble. To review the 
Catalogue of our actual Tranſgreſſions, is a mortifying 
Employ. But that which lays the Soul in the lowe 
Abaſement, is the Conviction of in-bred Iniquity. This 
ſtrikes at the Root of human Vanity, and cuts aſunder 
the very Sine ws of Self- conceit. A total Loſs of Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs; an utter Impotency to all 
Good, and an impetuous Propenſity to all Evil; theſe 
are not Viſitanis, but f Inhabitants; congenial with our 
Frame, and ingrained in our Conſtitution. How then 
—O ! how can We be vain of our moral Beauty, who 
have ſuch an hereditary Defilement and Deformity 
cleaving to all our Faculties? Surely, this muſt. baniſh 
the Phariſee from.our Breaſt, and inſpire Us with the 
Sentiments of that ſincere Penitent, Bebold! I am vile 
Muſt teach Us the Language of the abaſhed Leper, 
Unclean ! Unclean || ! 
; Ther. I ſhould think, it would make Us melancholy, 
. rather than humble. Serve no other Purpoſe, than to 
t introduce an afflictive Senſe of extreme Wretchedneſs. 
Aſp. Did We intend to reſt Here, your Apprehen- 
0 lons would be juſt. But We urge the Doctrine of ori- 
ginal Corruption, as a Preparative for the Redemption of 
CHRIST. * © 2 | 


#40 „fer. xxxiii. 6. 

+ Accordingly, this Corruption is ſtyled, not barely » wagaxzeyum, 
that which is ar aur Elbow. Rom. vil. 21. » rar, that which 
ly ſurrounds Us. Heb. xii. 1. but » exzon, that which dawelleth in 
Us. Rom. vii. and a Quacooucs, that which, like a ſtrong Man armed, 
trepeth Garriſon in out Souls, Luke xi. 21. | 

2 t Job xl. 4. | Lev. xiii, 45. 
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It is obſervable, that very Few applied to the bleſſed 
FESUS in the Pays of his Fleſh, but the Sons and 
Daughters of Affliction. The Levee of that PRINCE 
of Peace, was crouded by the Lame, the Blind, the 
Diſeaſed. Theſe, being ſenſible of Diſtreſs, and longing 
for Relief, fellas humbl Supplicants at his Feet. While 
Others, who were firm in their Health, and gay in their 
Spirits, rejected Him with contemptuous Scorn. When 
We perceive © the Plague of our Heart,” and feel 
thoſe. worſe than vlcerous Sores, which overſpread our 
Nature; We alſo ſhalb ardently ſeek to the LORD our 
Healer. When we find. Ourſelves ſubject to the Curſe 
of; the Law, in Bondage to the Tyranny of Satan, and 
liable. to everlaſting Damnation; then the Divine PHY- 
SICIAN, and the Divine REDEEMER will be 

lous.indeed, —Whereas, if We remain inſenſible of 
our. Miſery, the Goſpel, which is ſaving Health to the 
contrite. Soul, will be an unaffecting Story to our Ears. 
We may hear it, We may read it, as an amuſing Nar- 
rative; but ſhall not receive it, as a ſovereign Remedy, 
ber. Not receive the Goſpel, Aſpaſio! I hardly un- 
derſtand what You mean. I often ſtudy the Goſpel; | 
believe it-to be a divine Revelation ; and endeavour to 
follow its Directions.— ] look upon it, as containing the 
moſt refined Syſtem of Morality ; as enforcing every 
Virtue, by the ſtrongeſt Motives; and recommending 
all, by the moſt perfect Example. 

Aſp. To which You ſhould add—as revealing that 
great MEDIA TOR, who has fulfilled all RighteouF 
neſs, to effect our Juſtification ; who has alſo the Ful- 
neſs of the SPIRIT, to accompliſh our Regeneration. 
Otherwiſe, what you mention, 1s infinitely ſhort of the 
Goſpel. —It brings no glad Tidings to fallen Creatures. 
It adminiſters no Succours to ruined Sinners. It is like 
wiiting a correct Copy for the Blind; or ſetting a labo- 
rious Taſk -to the diſabled. Which would rather be 
an Inſult on their Impotence, than a Relief of their 
Diſtreſs. | vo Th 
e 


The firſt Particular I wave at preſent. Only let me 


utter Inability to all Good, and of their abject Slavery 

to all Evil. Therefore, they ſee;no Reaſon for this" di- 

x You alſo, my dear Friend, while unacquainted with 
n- W jour natural Corruption, cannot apprehend. either the 
, I WI Realonablenels, or the Neceſſity, of being renewed in tbe 
to Spirit of your Mind“. But when Experience has taught 
the ou the Grit r, You will want no Arguments to con- 
ry vince You of the latter. Can Creatures, who are blind 
ng in their Uederſtandings, diſcern. the things which be- 
long to their eternal Peace? Can Creatures, who are 
dend in Sin, exerciſe the Graces, or difcharge the Du- 
nes, of a Chriſtian Life ?—Can Creatures, whoſe Hearts 
are at Emily againft GOD, either delight to do his 
5 Here, or be meet for his beatific Prefence Here: 
after ? —_ 
Under the Influence of ſuch Convictions, that New 
Birth, which the Goſpel of CHRIST promiſes, which 
the SPIRIT of GOD produces, will appear as ne- 
cellary for your State, and be as welcome to your Soul, 


* Eph. iv. 23. 
Ff 2 a8 
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as theſe gentle Deus are neceſſary for the languiſhing 
Herbs, and welcome to the thirſty Soil. 

Ther, The Dews, though refreſhing to the Flowers, 
may be too chilly for our Conſtitutions. And ſee ! The 
Star of Evening, by proclaiming the Approach of Night, 
has given Us a Warning to quit our Arbour.—Some 
other Time We muſt reſume this Enquiry. For I am 
by no means ſatisfied, that your Theory agrees with 
Experience. 

Aſp. I fear, I have already kept You out too long, 
Let me juſt obſerve as We go in—That the Doctrine, 
however diſagreeable in itſelf, is conducted to an advan- 
tageous Iſſue. It is productive of a much more ſub. 
ſtantial Conſolation, than Hiſtory aſſigns to the great, 
but exiled Marius. When he fled, with his ruined Cir- 
cumſtances, to linger out the poor Remains of Life 
among the Ruins of Carthage, what was his chief Sup- 
port? * Contemplating, fays my Author, that famous 
« City in the Duſt, He was the leſs afflicted with his 
« own Downfal “.“ 

We have not been put off with ſuch cold Comforts, 
ſuch negative Benefits. The Belief of original Sin has a 
Tendency—To make Us humble to ſhew Us our Need 
of CHRIST—To create in Us a Hunger and Thirſt 
afrer the renewing Influences of his SPIRIT, and the 
juſtifying Merits of his Righteouſneſs. So that it muſt 
be owing to our own” Perverſeneſs, or our own Negli- 
gence, if We do not levy a Tax upon our Leſ, and-riſe 
even by our Fall. 
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* Inopem Vitam in Tugurio Ruinarum Carthaginenfium talerovit e cum 
Marins aſpiciens Carthaginem, illa intuens Marium, alter alteri poſſent «fe 
Salatio. | VII. Partzc. 
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-.- 1 was fiercely bright, and the Sky without 
a Cloud. Not a Breath fanned the Woods; not 
a Gale curled the Stream. —The Fields, expoſed to all 
the fiery Beams, were like a glowing Hearth. The 
little Birds, overcome by the potent Influence, loſt for a 
while their tuneful Notes. Nothing was heard in the 
Garden, but the drowſy Hum of Bees, and the Moan- 
like Buz of winged Inſe&ts.—AlI Nature ſeemed to 
5. The econ, Hoare looked ſickly ; the 
gayeſt Bloſſoms began to ; the ſprightlieſt Animals, 
it not repoſed under ſome cooling Shelter, panted for 
Breath, and hung their drooping Heads, amidſt the all- 
ſurrounding Blaze and the unſufferable Heat. 

Aſpafio diſappeared ſince Dinner. None could tell, 
whither He was gone.—Theron, as ſoon as the Tea- 
' Equipage was removed, took his Way to the Wood. 
/ Wl Longing for the thickeſt Shade, He haſtened to the 
Center. The Avenue conſiſted of a ſerpentine Walk. 
Which, after having preſented You with ſeveral Species 
„ of Plants, and ſeveral Degrees of Verdure, ends in a 
. large circular Area: not covered with a Grecian or Roman 
Temple, unmeaning Imitation of Pagan Idolatry: but 
ſurrounded with aged and princely Oaks. The Coali- 
ton of whoſe Branches, threw over the graſſy Plat a 
majeſtic rural Dome; and their unpierced Foliage, im- 
irowned the Noon-tide Hours. | 

In the Midſt, and elevated on a ſquare Baſe, was a 
dutue repreſenting the venerable Elijab—in a Poſture of 

Ff 3 Worſhip 
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Worſhip—with his Hands ſtretched out, and Eyes lifted 
up to Heaven, His Attitude, his Air, his every Fea- 
ture, were a moſt lively Comment on thoſe ſtrong ener- 
getic Expreſſions of Scripture; fake bold on GOD; 
— 2 the ALMIGHTY x; pour out your Hearts 
before HTM J.—On one Side of the Pedeſtal, were en- 
graven the Prieſts of Baal; in frantic Emotions calling 
upon their ſenſeleſs Deity, and gaſhing themſelves with 
unavailing Wounds. On the other, was exhibited, in 


ds. Sa TC 3 


Baſſo- relie vo, the adoring Tiſpbite's Altar; his Victim t 
burning with Fire from the LORD, even while the 
New, ran from every Limb, and operfloyed the French 
A remote Sac tumbled fr craggy Rack. 
The very! Stream, We its Maſter, * in Halte to 
eſcape from the intenſe and raging Heat. With H * a 
and i ee it ruſhed i into this grand Arbour. ti 
here, im refſed, as it were, with the unexpected Sy, 
nity of the Scene, it ſuddenly check ed e umu ud fa 
Wave. "And, having Juſt 1 8 110 the kirts * 
of this revered Spot, turned aſide into a more E 5 
tered Path. "As lome heedleſs Feige v 2 5 olts una- w 
wares into the royal Prelence, ſtands ſtruck with Reve- I; 
— and Awe, or ſetires with Precipitance and Con- „ 
uſion. 
The deep Gloom, ſhedding a Kind of Night, even * 
when the Sun glared in the 15 a Whiſper ſtir- ſh; 
ring, among ſo mapy Millions of Leaves; ; 25 all their > 
warbling Natives huſhed in Silence. The ſonorous Tull A 
of the diſtant Caſcade, and the tinkling Chime of the tio 
nearer Rill The profound Adoration, and fervent De- tic 


votion, which lived | in the Lineaments of the impaſſioned 
Stone—All theſe S ces rendered the Place 
peculiarly * and auguſt. Not much unſike the 


* Ifai, Ixiv. 7. 


+ Coleff. iv. 12. AyunGouarE- 1 Tai voa. 
| + Pſal, Ixu1, 8, 
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antient  Oratories * ; where holy People withdrew from 
the giddy Ring, and the buſtling Croud, to ennoble 
their Minds, with ſublime Contemplation. Where, they 
bid a temporary Adieu to the tumultuous World; and 
its gay Impertinence ; in order to maintain a more unin- 
terrupted Communion with that mighty BEING, who 
fitteth upon the Circle of the Earth, and the Inhabitants 


thereof are as Graſhoppers before HIM fF. 1 
Welcome to Theron, was the ſhady Bower; welcome 
the cool Aſpect, and the muſical Flow of the Water 3 
but more welcome than all, was the Sight of his Friend; 
Who lay reclined at the Foot of an Oak; with a Book 
half open in his Hand, and his Eye fixed upon the Statue; 


It is thought by ſome eminent Critics, that, when our LORD 
continued all Night 17 apogwFy Op, Luke vi. 12. the Phraſe deyotes 
his Continuance in a Oratery ; a Place ſet apart for Prayer, Medita- 
tion, and a devout Intercourſe with GOD. £ 
That there were Places of this Kind among the Jews, is indiſpu- 
table; and that the Opinion is ingenious, cannot be denied. But I 
very much doubt, whether it goes Us the true Meaning of the Evan. 
geliſt.— Having mentioned a Mauna, it would hardly ſuit his con- 
ciſe Manner, to be more particular with regard to the Place : nelther 
was the Circumſtance ſo important, as to deſerve a ſecond Mention. 
I amapt to think alſo, that ſuch a Place would have defeated the Defign 
of our SAVIOUR's Retirement, which ſeems to have been Privacy ; 
ind that /uch-a Title, as GOD's Place of Prayer, was wholly appro- 
priated to the Temple. hs 
I apprehend, We ſhall have a mote d:f*nfble, I am petfuaded; We 
ſhall have a more exalted Senſe, if We ſuppoſe the Clauſe to ſigrify 
the Copiouſneſs and Fervour of our LOR D's Devotion — the vaſt 
Importance, and the unequaled Succeſs, of this his prolonged Prayer: 
which is expreſſed, according to the Hebrew Idiom, by the Addi. 
tion of the divine Name. And, ſo expreſſed; is much more etmpha- 
tical ; than any /#perlative Degree, by the Geeks or Romans, He 
continued all Night in the Prayer of GOD. | | 
+ Laa. xl. 22. What a noble Image is here, and what an exqui 
ſitely fine Cortraft / GO D, the great GOD, ſitteth on thoſe lofty and 
immenſe Heavens, which, at an inconceivable Diſtance, ſurround this 
penfile Globe. From that moſt ſublime and magnificent Throne, he 
looks down upon the Inhabitants of the Earth. Who—in all _ 
Pomp and Splendor—amidſt all their admired Works, and boaſt 
Acquifitions—are mean and impotent in his Sight. Mean and impdtent 
a5 the poor Inſects, which wander over the patched Heath for Sufte. 
nafice : which ſpend all the Day in idle inſignificant Chitpihgs: ahd, 
n Night, take up their contemptible Habitation on a B Graſs, 
Ff4 Ther. 
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Ter. I know not, Aſpaſio, whether I muſt make an 

Apology, for breaking in upon your Retirement ; or 
call You to an Account, for depriving the Ladies of your 
Company at the Tea-table. 
- Aſp. Indeed, Theron, I have been ſo much delighted 
with the Place ; with the alluring Companion in my 
Hand; and the commanding Object before me; that 1 
. ſcarce obſerved, how the Time ſtole away. I flatter 
myſelf, if You will take a Seat by my Side, and ſhare 
my Entertainment; You will be more inclined to ex. 
cuſe, than to aggravate my Fault, 

Ther. Is Tully then (for I obſerve his Name on the 
Volume) your alluring Companion? And can ſuch a 
devoted Admirer of the Bible, be ſo highly charmed 
with a Heathen Claſfic *ﬀ=St. Auguſtine ſomewhere de. 
clares, that, though paſſionately fond, before his Con- 
verſion, of Tully's Writings; yet, after that memorable 
Change, He could no longer reliſh thoſe once admired 
Compoſitions ; becauſe they were not ſweetened, as He 
expreſſes Himſelf, with the mellifiuous Name of FESUS. 
Ap. I am far from pretending to ſuch an exalted Pitch 
of Devotion, as that ſeraphic Father attained, I can 
ſpend a vacant Minute on the delicate Odes of Horace; 
I can taſte a refined Entertainment in YirgiPs beautiful 
Poem; and not be chagrined, though I find no Mention 
of my SAVIOUR.—But when I hrar a Sermon, or 
peruſe a religious Treatiſe, which borrows neither Dig- 
nity nor Charms from that amiable and glorious Name, 
I own myſelf extremely diſappointed. Without the 
Offices, the Merits, or the Grace of CHRIST, the Ser- 
mon and the Treatiſe appear as defeive, as a Body that 
is neither adorned with the Head, nor enlivened with 
the Heart. | 
Ther, I ſuppoſe then You. cultivate an Acquaintance 
with the Grecian and Roman Authors, in order to im- 
prove your Tafte, and poliſh your Style. Fe: 
Ap. Theſe, and, Iam apt to think, more conſiderable 
Advantages, may be derived from a proper Application 
to their Works. They may ſerve as ſo many Shades, 6 
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fer off, with heightened Luſtre, the Beauty and Glory of 


the ſacred Oracles. 

While I peruſe Plato's ornamented Page, or liſten to 
Gcero's flowing Periods, I am ſomewhat like the Per- 
ſon, who amuſes Himſelf in a Gallery of painted Flowers. 
He is pleaſed with the curious Creation of the Pencil. 
But, finds none of that delicious Fragrance, none of thoſe 
breathing Sweets, which meet Him in the Garden, and 
regale his Senſe from the blooming Parterre.— So, here 
are brilliant Sentiments, and a florid Diction; delicate 
Touches of Wit, and bold Strokes of Deſcription. But 
no Diſcoveries of CHRIST FESUS—no Diſplays of 
his ineffable Love—no Overtures of Reconciliation with 
the bleſſed GOD. Nothing to yield Us fo/id Comfort, 
in our preſent State; or any joyful Expectations, with 
regard to the approaching Eternity. 

Beſides ; when I converſe with thoſe celebrated Ge- 
niuſes of Antiquity, who were at once the moſt erro- 
neous, and the moſt judicious—the moſt judicious in 
their Taſte of polite Literature; the moſ#' erroneous, in 
their Apprehenſions of inviſible Things; they ſhew me, 
what they never intended, the inexpreſſible Need of 
Revelation. They teach me to ſet a higher Value on 
that ineſtimable Gift. I bleſs the diſtinguiſhing Good- 
neſs of Providence, which has caſt my Lot'*, not at 
Athens, but in IMMANUEL's Land. I fay, with 
Wonder and Gratitude “ Why did not my Exiſtence 
« commence in thoſe Xras of religious Dotage ? Why 
e did not my Heritage lie in thoſe Regions of Barba- 
« riſm and Deluſion? Why am not I burning Incenſe 
eto Idols; paying ſenſeleſs Adoration to ſculptured 
« Stone; or worſhipping, with deteſtable Ceremo- 
© nies, a Set of laſcivious, debauched, and ſcandalous 


* Alluding to the Story of the Philoſopher, who uſed to bleſs the 
Gols for three Privileges. —That He was made, not a Brute, but a 
Kational Creature. — That He was born, not in barbaroxs Climes, hut 
in Greece, -— That He lived, not in the more wncultivated Ages, but in 
the Lime and under the Tuition of Sccrates. ; 

« Deities ?” 
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« * Deities?” —Surely, Theron, from every Peruſal of 
thoſe Volumes, attended with ſuch a Reflection, We 
ſhall ſee the utmoſt Reaſon to magnify the tender Mercies 
of our GOD ; whereby the Day-ſpring from on high hath 
viſited Us f, and brought Us out of Darkneſs into the 
marvellous Light of the Goſpel. | 

Permit me to mention another Benefit, which may 
refult from an occaſional Correſpondence with thoſe maſ- 
terly Writers. The Streams may lead Us to the inex- 
hauſtible Fountain. Lead Us to admire the only wiſe 
GOD our SAVIOUR, who has given ſuch a ſhining 
Vein of Ingenuity to his rational Creatures. As I read 
their Works, and am charmed with their Beauties, ] 
would frequently reflect If the Eſſays of a finite 
« Mind, and the Compoſitions of a mortal Pen, yield 
ce ſuch high Satigfaction; what rapturous, what unknown 
« Delight muſt ariſe, from an uninterrupted Commu- 
ce nion with infinite Wiſdom? To ſtand—not at the 
« Feet of Homer, and attend the Flights of his elevated 
« Imagination—Not in the Preſence of Solomon, and 
« hear the Dictates of his ſagacious Soul F—but, to 
« ſtand-in the Courts of the LORD, and before the 
« Throne of the LAMB. There to contemplate, 
* without any interpoling Veil, the Counſels of his 
t unerring Providence; to have the Myſteries of 
« his redeeming Love, laid fully open to our View; 


This, I think, gives Us the moſt deplorable and horrid Idea of the 
Blindee/s of our fallen Nature. The Heathens, even amidſt all the 
Politeneſs of their Taſte, and notwithſtanding their ſuperior Advance. 
ment in the fine Arts, were Haters of the true GOD, and robbed 
Him of his Honour: , what is unſpeakably worſe, they paid it 
to Monuflers—Monfters of Lewdneſs and Treachery, and Vice and 
Immorality. Egregious, ſottiſh, almoſt incredible Stupidity ! To wor- 
ſhip thoſe Beings, which deſerved univerſal Abhorrence , To deify 
thoſe Characters, which could never be ſufficiently derefled / 

And Devils to adore for Deities! 
+ Luke i. 78. | 

* Happy, ſays the Queen of Sheba to Salomon, are thy Men, and 
happy are theſe thy Servants, which fland continually before Thee, and 
hear thy Wiſdom, 2 Chron, 1x. 7. AP 
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ee and receive the brighteſt Manifeſtations of all his 
„ amiable, his adorable, his unſpeakable Attributes? 

Ther. Theſe are Advantages, truly defirable, and 
equally obvious. Methinks, it ſurpriſes me, that I 
ſhould never ſo much as propoſe them ; and grieves me, 
that I ſhould ſo long be deprived of them. A View to 
ſuch very ſuperior Improvements will, I hope, render 
my future Intercourſe with thoſe fayourite Authors, ſtill 
more agreeable, and abundantly more-beneficial. | 

But let me aſk, what Paſſage was engaging your At- 
tention, this Afternoon ? 

Ap. The great Orator's Treatiſe, concerning the Na- 
ture of the Divine BEING *. That Part eſpecially, 
which proves his Exiſtence and Perfections, from the 
Formation of the human Body. 

Ther. Don't You perceive, that the Orator is almoſt 
as deficient, in the Knowledge of his Subject; as he is 
miſtaken, in his Ideas of the Supreme CAUSE !— 
The exquiſite Contrivance and inimitable Workmanſhip 
of the human Frame, were, in thoſe early Ages, but 
dimly diſcerned. It was the Infancy of Anatomy: when 
the very Profeſſors had ſcarcely the Qualifications of a 
modern Pupil. Many of the received Notions, were 
childiſh ; almoſt all of them, ſuperficial. 

Aſp. Will my Theron then entertain me with a more 
accurate Deſcription of this wonderful Structure? | 
ber. How could You take occaſion, Aſpaſio, from 
the Hint I dropped, to conceive any ſuch Expectation? 
It is ae Tung to diſcover, another to correct, what is 
amiſs. Many Spectators can point out an accidental 
Defect in ſome celebrated Statue, or a ſmall Indelicacy 
in ſome valuable Piece of Painting ; who are abſolutely 
incapable of retouching the One, or ſupplying the Other. 
Remember the Cobler and Apelles f. 

Aſp. 


De Natura Deorum. 
As ſome Perſons will be at loſs to underſtand the Meaning of this 
Hint, a Word or two by Way of Explanation, may, to them at leaſt, 
not be impertinent, 


Apelles | 
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Ap. I remember the Story, but without relinquiſhin 

my Requeſt. No; ſince We are fallen upon this Point, f 
cannot, I had almoſt ſaid, I will not diſmiſs it, till I am 
fayoured with your Explanations and Remarks, Eſpe- 
cially, as Lou have made this Branch of Science, a Part 
of your Amuſement; and not without the Advantage of 
anatomical Diſſections. Whereas, I have very ſeldom 
applied my Thoughts to the former, and never had an 
Opportunity of being preſent at the latter. 
Let me alfo obſerve, that our very Situation ſavours, 
or rather ſuggeſts ſuch a Topic of Converſation, This 
deep embowering Shade has drawn a Curtain between 
Us and the World. All the fine Proſpects of the Coun- 
try are excluded. We have ſcarce any Thing left, but 
Ourſelves, to contemplate. © And ſhall this be the only 
Theme We negle@?-o IN 

Ther. It is ſomewhat prepoſterous, I muſt confeſs, to 

Pry into the Receſſes of Libraries; to ranſack the Ca- 

inets of the Yirtuef; and carry our Search through 
the whole Compaſs of external Nature. Yet overlook 
the far more ſurpriſing Curioſities, which abound in the 
Compoſition of our own Bodies. The Rarities, * the 


Apelles was the moſt maſterly Painter in Greece, perhaps, - in the 
World. After He had finiſhed any noble Work He uſed to expoſe it, 
in ſome Place of Concourſe, for general Examination: Himſelf ſtand- 
ing behind the Curtain, and liſtening to the Remarks, which the Spec- 
tators made. When one of his fineſt Pieces was, in this Manner, ex- 
hibited to public View, Multitudes flocked to the curious Spectacle. 
Among others, came a Cobler. Who, taking particular Notice of the 
Foot, cried out; © Here Ajelles has blundered. The Strop is too big 

for the Shoe.” Truly, Friend, Thou art right; replied the Artiſt, 
There is a Diſproportion; and it ſhall be cotrected.— The poor Me- 
chanic, tranſported with the Honout paid to his Judgment, muſt 
needs deliver his Opinion upon other Parts of the Picture.— Hold, 
ſays Apelles, with a ſcornful Sneer ; Ne Suter ultra Crepidam. That is; 
«« Cobler, keep to thy Laſt, Here, Thou art a Critic ; elſewhere an 
« Tdeot.” | 

The Sarcaſm paſſed into a Proverb; and is very juſtly applied 
When human Reaſon would Brow-beat divine Revelation—When 
moral Senſe would ſupplant the Grace of C HR 1 ST— When the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Works would, in the important Article of Juſtification, 
ſhare with or ſet aſide the Righteouſneſs which is by Faith. | 


Myſteries, 
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Myſteries, the Miracles, inlaid or locked up in theſe 5 
Cabinets of Fleſh and Blood. 1 | 
Since you inſiſt upon it, my Obſervations, crude and 


| extemporaneous as they are, ſhall ſubmit themſelves to 


your Judgment. Provided, You will be content to re- 
ceive, only a few of the Outlines, and nothing like a 
finiſhed Draught. TOR 
Aſp. Let me juſt hint, that the more circumſtantial 
your Account is, ſo much the more welcome will it be 
to your Friend, and ſo much the more honourable to 
our common CREATOR. Let me alſo remind You - 
of Galen's Declaration : which, as it is judicious and 
important, will, I hope, induce You to enlarge your 
Plan, and give full Scope to your Imagination.— 
« Thoſe Treatiſes, which diſplay the tranſcendent Ex- 
« cellencies of the great CREATOR compoſe one 
« of the nobleſt and moſt acceptable Hymns. To 
« acquaint Ourſelves with his ſublime PerfeCtions ; and 
« point out to Others his infinite Power, his unerring 
« Wiſdom, his boundleſs Benignity ; this is, according 
« to my Opinion, a more abe Act of Devotion, 
« than to ſlay Hecatombs of Victims at his Altar, or 
« kindle Mountains of Spices into Incenſe *,” —Theron, - 
after pauſing a few Minutes, thus reſumed the Diſcourſe. 


Ther. When ſome Maſter- builder undertakes to erect 


a magnificent Edifice, He begins with the leſs decorated, | 


but more ſubſtantial Parts. Thoſe which are to ſupport, 
or thoſe which are to contain the reſt. This Order, if 
You pleaſe, We will follow, in conſidering, © the earthly 


e Houſe of our Tabernacle 4.” 
| 3 Firſt, 
* Gal. & Uju Part. Lib. III. 


+ 2 Cor. v. 1. St. Paul very pertinently compares the bodily Struc- 
ture to @ Houſe. And adds, in that Strain of godly Edifying, which 
runs through all his Writings, our earthly and tent. lite Habitation, 
tTiſe; ou Tv ( nue. Referring to its mean Original, as it was formed 
out of the Duſt; and to its Hort Continuance, as it muſt ſoon return 
to Duſt again. Being, though commodious as a Houſe, yet tranſi- 
tory as a Tent : not like the everlaſting Mountains, which ſtand fixed 
and rooted to the Center; but like thoſe portable Tenements, which 

ES 
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Firſt, Lou have a Syſtem of Bones ;- caſt into a Va. 
riety of Moulds; enlarged or contracted into a Variety 
of Sizes. All foie, that they may commodiouſly bear 
up the Machine; yet light, that they may not encumber 
oriclog the Animal. Some continuous, and ſolid throngh- 
out. Some bored with an internal Cavity, to contain 
the moiſtening Marrow; and perforated with exceedingly 
nne Hucts, to admit the riouriſhing Veſſels. Ihſenſible 
themſtlves, they are covered with a Membrane “ of ex- 
quiſite Senſibility. Which warns them of the Approach, 
andi ſceures them from the Annoyance, of any injurious 
Friction. At the ſame Time, it preſerves the adjoin- 
ing muſcular Parts, from̃ being fretted in their Action, 
by the Hard and rough Subſtance of the Bones. — Their 
Figures ate” abviays: moſt preciſely fitted tb their Uſes, 
They: are generally larger at the Extrerhities, than in 


the Middle; that they may be joined more firmly, and 


not: ſo eaſtſy diſlecated. The Manner of their Articulation 


i truly admirable f, and remarkably various: yet never 
varied, without demonſtrating ſome wiſe Deſign, and 


anſwering ſome valuable End. Frequently, when two 
are united, the one is nicely rounded, and capped, with 
a. ſmooth Subſtaſſce; the other is ſcooped into a Hol- 
law: of- the ſame” Dimenſions, to receive the poliſhed 
Knob ; and both are lubricated with an unctuous Fluid, 
to yield the-readieſt Rotation in the Socket. 
The Feet compoſe the firmeſt and neateſt Pedeſtal: 
infinitely beyond all that Statuary or Architecture can 
accompliſh ; capable of altering its Form, and extend- 
ing its-Size, as different Circumſtances require. Be- 
ſides performing the Office of a Pedeſtal, they contain 
a Set of the niceſt Springs; which place the Body in a 
Variety of grace ful Attitudes, and qualify it for a Mul- 
tiplicity of advantageous Motions. For the decent Step, 


are ſet up in the Evening, are taken down in the Morning, and then 
their Place is known no more.— The Word Booth, would Ts a more 
clear and exact Idea to the Erg/y/h Reader, than Tabernacle,” 
The Periſteum. I 9 
+. Mirabiles Commiſſuras habent. ee. * 
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and the ſtately Stride ; the Dance which ſwims; and the 
Race We run—The undermoſt Part of the Heel, and 


the Extremity of the Sole, are ſhod with a: tough, in- 


ſenſible, finewy Subſtance. This We may call, a Kind 
of natural Sandal. It never wears out; never. wants Re- 


pair; and always prevents that undue Compreſſion of 


the Veſſels, which the Weight of the Body, in walki 


or ſtanding, might otherwiſe occaſion.— The Legs an 


Thighs, are like ſubſtantial and ſtately Columns“; ar- 
ticulated in ſuch a Manner, that. they adminiſter moſt 
commodiouſly. to the Act of Walking, yet obſtruct not 
the eaſy Poſture of Sitting. The Legs ſwell out; to- 
wards, the Top, with a genteel Projection; and ate 
wrought off, towards the Bottom, with neat Diminu- 
tions. Which Variation lefſens their Bulk, at the ſame 
Time that it-increaſes their Beauty. | 

The Ribs, turned. into a regular Arch, are gently 
moveable, for the Act of Reſpiration. They form a 
ſecure. Lodgment for the Lungs and the Heart: which, 
being ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed and important 
Organs of Life, have- their Reſidence fortified by this 
ſtrong ſemicircular Rampart f.— The Backbone is in- 
tended, not only to ſtrengthen the Body, and ſuſtain its 
moſt capacious Store-rooms ; but alſo to bring down 
that Communication of the Brain, which is uſually 


Styled therefore by the ſacred Philoſopher, The fromg Men, 
Ecclef. xii. 3. And compared by the ſame beautiful Writer, to Pi- 
lars of Marble, Cant. v. 15.— As theſe are the ſtrongeſt Parts of the 
Body, and the Support of all the other, hence, I preſume, aroſe thar 
proverbial Expreſſion, which occurs in the Hiſtory of Samſon, pur 
* Judg. xv. 8. Rendered by the Sepruagint, not very exactly, 
xnwny es oper; by our Exgly/s Tranſlators, rather too vulgarly, as 
well as ſome what inaccurately, Hip and Thigh. I believe, the Word 
pw ſignifies Here, as it certainly ſignifies in many other Places, what 
the Latins call Armus. And that the Image is taken from ſome robuſt 
and fierce Animal, whoſe Shoulders before, and whoſe Thighs behind, 
are broken in Pieces. Then, what Miſchief can He do ? What Re. 
ſiſtance can He make? He is utterly diſabled. So that the Expreſ- 
ſion ſeems to denote (and might perhaps, without Violence to the 
Original, be tranſlated) A tota! Overthrow. 

+ Thou heft fenced me, ſecured my inward and vital Parts, with 
Bones and Sinews, Job x. 11.—Craws Pe&oris, is Virgil's Expreſſion. 
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termed the /pinal Marrow. As an open Channel, it 
conveys, as a well-cloſed Caſe, it guards this vital Sil. 
ver“; and, by ſeveral commodious Outlets, tranſmits 


the animating Treaſure, into all the inferior Parts. 


Was it only large, ſtrait, and hollow, it might have 
ſerved theſe ſeveral Purpoſes. But then the Loins muſt 
have been inflexible, and every Man impaled (not by 
the Executioner, but by Nature) on a Stake co-eyal 
with his Exiſtence. To avoid which, it conſiſts of very 
ſhort Bones, cloſely knit together by intervening Carti- 
lages. This Peculiarity of Structure prevents Diſloca- 
tion; and gives the main Pillar of our Frame the Pli- 
ancy of an Ofeer, even while it retains the Firmneſs' of an 
Oak.—By this Means, it is a Kind of continued Joint; 
capable of various Inflexions, without bruiſing the ſoft, 
medullary Subſtance, which fills its Cavity; without in- 
tercepting the neryous Fluid, which is to be detached 
from this grand Reſervoir; or diminiſhing that Strength, 
which is neceſſary to ſupport all the upper Stories. —A 
Formation ſo very peculiar in any other of the Solids 
muſt have been attended with great Inconveniencies. 
Here, it is unſpeakably ſerviceable. Is, both for Work- 
manſhip and- Situation, a Maſter-piece of creating Skill, 
never enough to be admired. 

The Arms, pendent on either Side, are exactly pro- 
portioned to each other ; that the Equilibrium of the 
Structure may not be diſconcerted. Theſe, being the 
Guards which defend , and the Miniſters which ſerve. 
the whole Body, are fitted for the moſt diver/ified and 


extenſive Operations, Firm with Bone, yet not weighty 


with Fleſh ; and capable of performing, with ſingular 
Expedition and Eaſe, all Manner of uſcful Motions, 
They bend inwards, and turn outwards; they riſe up- 
wards, and ſtoop downwards ; they wheel about, and 


* This is ſuppoſed to be the Part, which So/2mon deſcribes by The 


Aver Cord: and is indeed like a Cord, on Account ot its Shape ; 


like Silver, on Account of its Color. Eccleſ. xii. 6. 
+ Called, in Solomor's figurative, but elegant Sketch of Anatomy, 

The Keepers of the Houſe, Eccleſ. Xii. | 3 
WP | * W 
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throw themſelves into whatever Direction We pleaſe. — 
To theſe are annexed the Hands ; and all terminated by 
the Fingers. Which are not, like the Arms, of the 
fame Length, and of an equal Bigneſs; but in both 
Reſpects different, Which gives them a more graceful 
Appearance, and a much greater Degree of Uſefulneſs. 
Were chey all Fleſh, they would be comparatively impo- 
tent: were they one entire Bone, they would be utterly 
inflexible. But conſiſting of various little Bones, and a 
Multitude of Muſcles, what Shape can they not aſſume? 
What Service can they not perform ?—Being placed at 
the End of the Arm, the Sphere of their Action is ex- 
ceedingly enlarged. This acid Situation realizes 
the Fable of Briareus; and renders a Pair of Hands, as 
ſerviceable as an Hundred.—The Extremities of the 
Fingers, are an Aſſemblage of tendonous Fibres, moſt 
acutely ſenſible “. Which, notwithſtanding the Deli- 
cacy of their Texture, are deſtined to almoſt inceſſant 
Employ, and frequently exerciſed among rugged Ob- 
jects. For this Reaſon, they are overlaid with the Nails, 
a Sort of horny Expanſion : which, like a Ferule, hin- 
ders the Fleſh from being ungracefully flattened, and, 
like a Sheath , preſerves the tender Parts from injurious 
Impreſſions. | 
In the Miniſtry of the Hands, and Activity of the 
Fingers, We poſleſs a Caſe of the fineft Inſtruments, or 
Collection of the nobleft Utenſils. Qualifying Us for 
the Execution of every Work, which the projecting Ge- 
aus can deviſe, or the laviſh Fancy crave. —To theſe 


* So very acute is the Senſibility of theſe Parts, that, J am in- 
formed, it furniſhes the Tribunal of Inquiſition, with one of the moſt re- 
hned Expedients in the Art of Torture, A ſtrong Quill, ſharpened 
by the Pen-knife, and dipped in ſome inflammable Liquor, is thruſt 
deep between the Nail and the Finger, When the Quill has cut its 
Way through the ſhivering Nerves ; and ſtands planted, like a Dag. 
ger, amidſt the guſhing Blood ; ſome barbarous Hand ſets fire to the 
Extremity, The keen Point, the flow Flame, and both in the Seat 
of the moſt lively Senſation, put the miſerable Sufferer to the a ex- 
muciating Pain. 

+ Digitis Murimina, 
Vor, I. G g | We 
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We are obliged for the beautiful Statues, which have 
often entertained our Eyes, in yonder ſolitary Walks; 
and even for. that melodious Trumpet, which now ad- 
dreſſes our Ears, from the Summer-houſe on the Fiſh- 
pond. —T heſfe raiſe the lofty Column, and turn the ſpa- 
cious Arch. Theſe ſwell the majeſtic Dome, and adjuſt 
the commodious Apartment. Architecture, with all 
her Ne Beauties, and all her rich Benefits, are the 
Creation of the human Hand. — Vielding to the Strength 
of the Hand, the talleſt Firs fall to the Ground, and 
the largeſt Oaks deſcend from the Mountains. Fa- 
ſhioned by the Dexterity of the Hand, they accommo- 
date the Sailor with a floating Warebouſe ; and circulate, 
from Britain to Japan, the Productions of Nature, and 
the Improvements of Art. —Obedient to the human 
Hand, Metals aſcend from their ſubterraneous Beds; 
and compoſe the moſt ſubſtantial Parts of that curious 
Machine *, which tranſmits far and near, to the Mo- 
narch's Palace, and to the Peaſant's Hut, ſuch Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, as the Gold and Chry/- 

tal cannot equal f. | 
Among the Egyptians, the Hand was the Symbol of 
Strength : among the Romans, it was an Emblem of 
Fidelity : and I think, it may, among all Nations, be 
looked upon as the En of Authority. It is the 
original and the univerſal Sceptre ;, that which not only 
repreſents, but aſcertains our Dominion, over all the 
Elements, and over every Creature.—-Though Provi- 
dence has not given. Us the Strength of the Horſe, the 
Swiftneſs of the Greyhound f, or the ſagacious 2 
of 


* The Printing-preſs, + Job xxviii. 17. 

t I once heard a Gentleman, famous for his r 1 Abili. 
ties, cenſure the Formation of the human Body; becaule it is not ſo 
commodiouſly fitted for Swiftne/s, as the Bodies of ſome other Ani- 
mals. But I think this Objector's Sagacity, notwithſtanding his great 
Reputation, was no more to be admired than his Modeſty. 

His Medzfty, it is certain, was none of the moſt eminent. Becauſe, 
it preſumed to diſpute the Propriety, or rather to deny the Truth of 
that grand Encomium, which Omn1sc1encs itſelf pronounced on the 
Works of Creation; Behold! they are good; all good; all jr, 

5 Ee. — Neither 
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of the Spaniel; yet, directed by the Underſtanding, and 
enabled by the Hand, We can ſubje& them to our- 
Will 


Neither was his Segacity the moſt extraordinary, Becauſe, it found 
fault with a magnificent Monarch, for not breeding up the young 
Prince to the Buſineſs of a Running-footman, Shall the royal Heir 
be ſet to perform this Drudgery of the Heels? Shall He not rather 
command and enjoy the Performance of it from his Vaſſals? 

This Objection is no leſs falt, than four, It was made in St. 
Chry/oftom's Time, and is very judiciouſly anſwered by his Pen. The 
learned Reader, I hope, will not be diſpleaſed, to peruſe the Paſſage 
in the Original; and the Unlearned, I promiſe myſelf, will allow me 
the Honour of being his Interpreter, * ; 

Ti OToTs „ Baovuvg v aXxuvywy . © arlun@-, 9 pen x} oZuraT: 9 
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tra- N anxuuraTE- 1, A Baxoores Naher T1; hep radius" 
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ws Nawoar we onip mee To r, ure o Myiou® x 1 rt 
rape re. Ye Ty; ure. Arle, ia. If Man is, as your re- 
ligious Folks pretend, Lord of the irratiomal Creation ; how comes it to 
paſs, that many Animals exceed Him in Vigeur, in Speed, and other bodily 
Endowments? The Horſe is fevifter, and the Ox more robuſt ; the Eagle 
fears to greater Heights, and the Liam poſſeſſes ſuperior Strength. — How 
Hall We reply to ſuch Cavils? We will mare than confute them, They 
Hall ſerve as an Argument, to prove the unſearchable Wiſdom of the 
CREATOR; and as a Topic, to diſplay the hanourable Regard, which 
He hath ſhewn to Mankind, We allnw that the Horſe is fewifter than his 
Mafter. Yet with all his Swiftneſs, He is not able to take fuch long Four- 
nies, or to perform them ſo expeditizuſly. A Horſe, be He the flecte/? and 
firangeft of the Kind, <will hardly hold out, to go fourſcore Miles in @ 
Day. Whereas Man, by taking ſeveral Changes of Horſes for his Sad. 
dle, or ſeveral Sets of Horſes for his Chaiſe, will travel, in the ſame 
Time, a greater Number of Mils. Therefore, what the vigorons Sinew 
aud the nimble Foot are to the Horſe; that, and abundantly more, the con- 
triving Head and the executing Hand are to Man. 

Let me add the eloquent Preacher's Expoſtulation. Which is per- 
tinent and ſpirited ; and not the worſe, for a Spice of æ uh In- 
vective; mingled with a Spark of decent Indignation. Oray z» de 
rerte, o aro TH en or- wg T0 ear THpayayus, Kathe Ky TAI KANG Hr 
TUBE YNPATE TPWTETOL, Tis a Tei, XV AVTO ANG u nf H, 

i2;as To cha g arri heyνα,E•˙e Tor ure Ty Ota prion; Since then the 
CREATOR himſelf has pronounced all his Warks to be conſummately 
god; who Hull dare to controvert his Fudgment, or detract from their 
Excellency # This were an Exceſi of Arrogance, little ſhort of Madneſs! 

| "WF 2 Galen, 
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Will; turn them to our Advantage; and, in this Senſe, 
make them all our own.—Theſe Hands, (ſurpriſing to re- 
late I) theſe rt Hands have found out a Way, whereby 
they can dive to the Bottom of the Ocean; can pene- 
trate the Bowels of the Earth; and reach from Shore to 
Shore. Theſe feeble Hands can manage the Wings of the 
Wind; can arm themſelves with the Rage of the Fire; 
and preſs into their Service the forcible Impetuoſity of 
the Waters. How eminent is the Dignity ! How ex- 
tenſive the Agency of the Hand! It would require more 
Eloquence, than your Orator poſſeſſed, to diſplay the 
former; and more Pages, than your Book contains, to 
deſcribe the latter. How greatly then are We indebted 
to our indulgent CREATOR, for accommodating 
Us with this moſt uſeful, this moſt diſtinguiſhing, this 
invaluable Member 

Above all, is the Head; a majeſtic Dome, elevated 
on the Neck, and deſigned for the Reſidence of the 
Brain, It is framed in exact Conformity to this import- 
ant Purpoſe ; ample, to receive; ſtrong, to uphold; 
and firm, to defend, what 1s the Origin of all our Senſe 
and all our Motion.—As the Head reſembles the Ge- 
neral's Tent in an Army, or the Monarch's Palace in a 
City; it has a Communication eſtabliſhed with all, even 
the moſt inferior and remote, Parts of the Syſtem. It 
has Outlets and Avenues, - for the ready Diſpatch of 
Couriers to all Quarters; and for the Reception of 
ſpeedy Intelligence, on every intereſting Occaſion. It 
is furniſhed with Lodgments, wherein to poſt Centinels 
of various Characters, and appointed for various Offices. 


—To expedite their Operations, whether they are em- 


dloyed in reconnoitring what paſſes without, or examin- 
ing what claims Admittance within; the whole turns 
upon a curious Pivot, moſt nicely contrived, to afford 
the largeſt and freeſt Circumvolutions. 


Galen, I if remember right, allowed Epicurus an hundred Years, to 
find out a more commodious Shape, Situation, or Texture, for any 
one Part of the human Body. And I believe, if all the Angels in 
Heaven, had ſtudied to this Day, they could not have given a fairer 
or a more corre Edi tion of this living Volume. 


This 


1 _— 1 
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This ſtately Capital, is ſcreened from Heat; defended 
from Cold; and very much beautified, by a copious 
Growth of Hair. Which flows down from the parted 
Forelock in decent Curls; and hangs, mantling on the 
Cheeks, cluſtering on the Shoulders.—A Decoration *, 
incomparably more delicate, than any or all the Orders 
of Architecture know how to compole ; and ſo perfectly 
light, that it no way incumbers, nor any way incom- 
modes the Wearer. 

While many Animals creep on the Ground: while 
all of them are prone in their Poſture, or their Aſpect: 
the Attitude of Man is ere f. Which is by far the 
moſt graceful; has an Air of Dignity, and beſpeaks Su- 
periority, and is ſuited to the Poſt of Command. —It is 
by far the moſt commodious ; enables Us to ſurvey the 
Univerſe, and contemplate the Heavens; fits Us for 
the Proſecution of every grand Scheme, and facilitates 
the Succeſs of all our extenſive Deſigns. —lIt is likewiſe 
attended with the greateſt Safety ; being, if not leſs than 
any other Poſition expoſed to Dangers, yet more happily 
contrived to repel or avoid them. 

Aſp. May it not likewiſe remind Us of our exalted 
Original, and our ſublime End? Our Original, which 
was the Breath of the ALMIGHTY, and the Spirit 
of the MOST HIGH. Our End, which is not, the 


* Ab/alom's Hair was reckoned a diſtinguiſhing Part of his Beauty, 
2 Sam. xiv. 26.— The Amiableneſs of the Church, in the exemplary 
Converſation of true Believers, is diſplayed by the ſame Ornament. 
Thy Hair is as a Fhck of Goats, that are ſeen afar off, and appear in a. 
pendent Attitude from the Summit of Maunt Gilad ; moſt agreeably 
adorning the Place, and adorning the Spectator's Eye, Cart. iv. 1. 
I prefer the Expoſition of Arias Montanus, w aw gu pendent, ques 
prominent, As it takes in a Circumſtance, which correſponds with 
the per/ile Poſition of the Hair; renders the Compariſon more full 
and exact; and is, according to the Obſervation of a moſt accurate 
Judge, one of the chief Remarkables in ſuch a Proſpect: 


Non ego vos prſthac, wiridi prejectus in Antro, 
Dumoid pendere procul de Rupe videbo. Vine, 


+ Tuo of far nobler Shape, ere and tall, 
Godlike ere / With native Honour clad, . of 
In naked Majeſty, feem'd Lords of all, Mit rox. 


6g 3 Soil 
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Soil We tread on, or any of its low Productions, but 
the Heaven of Heavens, and the Things that are above, 


But not to divert from our Subject; which, in my 
Friend's Manner of handling it, is as entertaining as it is 
inſtructive.— The Bones (to carry on your own Allu- 
ſion) are only the Rafters, the Beams, the Shell of the 
living Edifice. You have raiſed the Walls, and laid 
the Floors. You have made the proper Diviſions, and 
left the neceſſary Apertures. But, in every finiſhed 
Houſe, the Roof is covered, and the Rooms are wain- 
ſcoted. The Saſhes are hung, and the Doors turn upon 
their Hinges. The Grates are fixed, and the Stairs 
aſcend. Within, the Lodgings are furniſhed ; without, 
the Front is ornamented. All is rendered commodious 
for domeſtic Uſe, and graceful to the external View. 
Ther, This likewiſe 1s executed by the ſovereign, the 
divine ARTIFICER *.—Here are Ligaments; a 
tough and ſtrong Arrangement of Fibres ; to unite the 
ſeveral Limbs; and render, what would otherwiſe be a 
disjointed unwieldy Jumble ; a well-compacted and felt- 
12:3 i Syſtem. — Membranes ; or thin and flexible 
Tunicles; appointed to enwrap the. fleſhy Parts; to 
form a Connexion between ſome, and make a Separa- 
tion between others f. 

Arteries, the Rivers of our little World , or the 
Aqueducts of the organized Metropolis. Some of 
which aſcend to the Head: others ſpread themſelves 
over the Shoulders: ſome extend to the Arms: ſome 
deſcend to the Feet: and ſtriking out, as they go, into 
numberleſs ſmaller Canals, viſit the Streets, the Alleys, 
and every individual Apartment of the vital City.— 


O apirorrxms OEOE, 

+ The Inteſtines are faſtened to each other by the Meſentery. The 
Breaſt is divided into two Cavities by the Mediaſtinum. Both which 
are reckoned among the Membranes. 

t A human Body was called by the Antients, The Micreco/m; that 
is, the Warld in Miniature. An Abridgment or Epitome, of all that 
is convenient and uſeful, of all that is elegant and majeſtic, in the 
whole Syſtem of created Things. 


Thele, 
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Thefe, being wide at their Origin, and leſſening, as 
they branch themſelves, check the rapid Impetus of the 
Blood, To ſuſtain this Shock, they are endued with 
uncommon Strength : by performing this Service, they 
oblige the crimſon Current to paſs into the narroweff 
Defiles, and diſtribute itſelf into all Quarters, —The 
Blood, thrown from the Heart, dilates the Arteries, 
and their own elaſtic Force contracts them. By which 
Means they vibrate, in proper Places, very perceivably 
againſt the Finger; bring Advices of the utmoſt Im- 
portance to the Phyſician ; and very much aſſiſt Him, 
both in diſcovering the Nature of Diſeaſes, and pre- 
ſcribing for their reſpective Cures, —The larger Arte- 
ries, where-ever the Body is formed for Incurvation, 
are ſituate on the bending Side: leſt, being ſttetched to 
an improper Length by the Inflection, their Dimenſions 
ſhould be lefſened, and the circulating Fluid retarded. 
—They are not, like ſeveral of the conſiderable Veins, 
laid ſo near the Surface, as to be protruſive of the Skin; 
but are depoſited to a proper Depth in the Fleſh. And, 
generally ſpeaking, the larger their Size, the deeper is 
their Situation, Which renders them more ſecure from 
external Accidents ; and enables them, like a main Pipe 
lodged in the Center of a Street, to tranſmit their ſmal- 
ler Ducts, more eaſily and more ſpeedily, to the Ex- 
tremity of their ſeveral Spheres. This Situation con- 
ceals likewiſe thoſe Starts and Reſilitions of the Pulte, 
which, if apparent, would diſcompoſe the moſt ſedate, 
and disfigure the moſt comely Countenance. Could 
We caſt our Eye upon the River, which runs through 
the neighbouring Meadow, We might obſerve ſeveral 
Mills interſecting the Stream. The Waters at thoſe 
Places, if not entirely ſtopped, drain away very ſlowly. 
In Conſequence of this Obſtruction, the lower Channels 
would be funk dry, and the upper Ones ſwelled into a 
Flood. To obviate both theſe Inconveniencies, Low- 
ots are provided: which, carrying off the Surcharge, 
prevent a Glut above, and ſupply the Banks below. In 
thoſe Parts of the Body, which are moſt liable to Preſ- 
6g 4 ſure, 
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ſure, much the ſame Expedient takes place. The Ar- 
teries inoculate; or, breaking into a new Track, they 
fetch a little Circuit, in order to return and communi. 
cate again with the main Road, So that, if any Ob- 
ſtacle blocks up or ſtrajtens the direct Paſſage, the Cur. 
rent, by diverting to this new Channel, eludes the Im- 
pediment; maintains an uninterrupted: Flow; and ſoon 
regains its wonted Courſe, _ "it | 
Vieins are appointed to receive the Blood from the 
Arteries, and reconvey it to the Heart,—Small at their 
Riſe, and enlarging as they advance, they are yoid of 
any Pulſation. In theſe the Preſſure of the circulating 
Fluid, is not near ſo forcible as in the arterial Tubes; 
for which Reaſon, their Texture is conſiderably lighter. 
Such an exact Oeconomiſt is Nature, even amidſt all her 
Liberality* !—In many of theſe Canals, the Current, 
though widening continually, and acquiring a propor- 
tionable Increaſe of Gravity, is obliged to puſh its Way 
againſt the Perpendicular. By which Circumſtance, it 
is expoſed to the Hazard of falling back, and over- 
loading the Veſſels; if not of ſuppreſſing the animal 
Motion. For a Security againſt this Danger, Valves 
are interpoſed at proper Diſtances. Which are no Hin- 
drance to the regular Paſſage, but prevent the Reflux; 
ſuſtain the augmented Weight; and facilitate a Progreſs 
to the grand Receptacle, This auxiliary Contrivance 
comes in, where the Blood js conſtrained to climb; but 
is diſmiſſed where the ſteep Aſcent ceaſes, and ſuch a 
Precaution would be needleſs” e. 
Here are Glands, whoſe Office it is, to filtrate the 
paſſing Fluid. Each of theſe Glands is an Aſſemblage 
of Veſſels, complicated and interyolved, with ſeeming 
Confuſion, but with perfect Regularity. As ſome Kind 
of Sieves tranſmit the Duſt, and retain the-Corn ; others 
bolt out the Meal, and hold back the Bran; fo, ſome 
of theſe glandular Strainers draw off the fineſt, others 
* A parallel Inſtance of Frugality is obſervable in the Arteries. 


Whoſe Coats are ſpun inner, as the Diameter of the Veſſels becomes 
ſmaller, and the Preſſure of the Blood weaker, 3 


the 
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the groſſeſt Parts of the Blood. Some, like the Diſtil- 
ler's Alembic, ſublimate * ; others, like the common 
Sewers, defæcate F. Each forms a Secretion, far more 
curious than the moſt admired Operations of Chemiſ- 
try; while all are neceſſary for the Support of Life, or 
conducive to the Comfort of the Animal. —Mzyfcles, 
wove in Nature's niceſt Loom; compoſed of the ſlen- 
dereſt Fibres, yet endued with incredible Strength ; fa- 
ſhioned after a Variety of Patterns, but all in the higheſt 
Taſte - for Elegance, Conveniency, and Uſefulneſs. — 
Theſe, with their Tendons annexed, conſtitute the In- 
ſtruments of Motion. The former, contracting their 
Subſtance, operate like the Pulley in Mechanics. The 
latter, reſembling the Cord, are faſtened to a Bone, or 
ſome Partition of Fleſh : and, following the muſcu'ar 
Contraction, actuate the Part into which they are in- 
ſerted. This, and all their Functions, they execute, not 
like a ſluggiſh Beaſt of Burden, but quick as the Light- 


- ning. —Nerves, very minute Tubes; derived from the 


Brain, and permeated by an exquiſitely ſubtle Fluid. 
Which, gliding into the Muſcles, ſets them on Work; 
diffuſes the Power of Senſation through the Body; or, 
returning upon any Impreſſion from without, gives all 
needful Intelligence to the Soul. Veſicles, diſtended 
with an unctuous Matter; in ſome Places, compoſe a 
loft Cuſhion Þ tor Nature; in other Places, they fill up 


* 'The glandulous Subſtance of the Brain; which ſecretes the ani. 
mal Spirits. 

The Liver and Kidneys. The former of which ſeparates the Call. 
The latter drains off a Fluid, which being ſufficiently known, need 
not be named. I could wiſh, it had not been ſo explicitly and coarſely 
mentioned, in our Tranſlation of the beſt of Books. But that We 
had rendered the Original in 1 Mines xiv. 10. every Male; in Jai. 
xxxvi. 12. Eat and drink their own Excrements, 

The Caf of the Leg for Inſtance. Whoſe large Collection of 
Muſcles, intermingled with Fat, is of ſingular Service to thoſe im- 
22 Bones. It flanks and fortifies them, like a frong Baſtion, It 
ſupports and cheriſhes them, like a /oft Pillow, What is no leſs pleaſ- 
ing to obſerve, it accommodates and defends them on that very Side, 
where they moſt frequently reſt their Weight, and where they are leaſt 


capable of being guarded by the Eye. 
ann — 
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her Vacuities, and ſmooth her Inequalities. irwardy, 
they ſupple the ſeveral Movements of the active Ma- 
chine. Outwardly, they render its Appearance plump, 
well proportioned, and graceful. 

It is ſaid of the virtuous Woman; She is not afraid 
of the Snow for her Houſhold; for all her Houſbold are 
clothed with Scarlet * ; or, as We read in the Margin, 
with double Garments . Whether the admitted or the 
ejected Tranſlation is beſt, I am not a competent Judge. 
But that the ever-bountiful GOD has, in this moſt 
warm, comfortable, and ſecure Manner, clothed our 
vital Parts, is an undoubted Fact. One of the two 
Garments, the Fleſb, has already been examined. An- 
other, the Skin Þ, is ſtill to be conſidered. This is a 
Kind of Surtour, exactly fitted, and ſuperinduced over 
the Whole. Like our LORD's Veſture, it is with 
out Seam, from the Top throughout. It conſiſts of 
the moſt delicate Net-work ; whoſe Meſhes are mi- 
nute, and whoſe Threads are & multiplied, even to a 
Prodigy.-The Meſhes ſo minute, that nothing paſſes 


* Prov. xxxi. 21. 

+ See Gen. vi. 19, 20. Where the Word i] occurs in this Sig. 
nification, Which may, in the Place quoted above, not improperly 
be rendered, with Pairs or with two Suits, 

ft There are two Coats of Skin on the human Fleſh, Though 
Theren ſeems to take Notice of one only; or elſe to compriſe them 
both in one Repreſentation. The outermoſt is ſty led Cxticala, or the 
Scarf-/ftin. The innermoſt, called Cutis, is the true and proper Skin. 
The firſt is that ſoft whitiſh Tegument, which riſes in the Puſtule of 
2 Bliſter. The other is that reddiſh and very tender Part, which ap- 

ars, when the Bliſter is broke, and the dead Skin taken off. The 

rmer is totally void of Senſe ; and very happily provided to ſcreen 
the latter. Screen it not only from the Stroke of Injuries, but even 
from the Impreſſions of the Air, Which, mild as it may feel to the 
fheathed, would be too rough and ſharp for the ated Nerves, 

There ſeems to be an Alluſion to this Particular, in that remark- 
able Expreſſion, Stir for Skin, my wa . Fob ii. 4. Shin even wnts 
Sin; the very inmoſt Skin, which cannot be taken away, without 
the greateſt Loſs, and ſevereſt Pain. Vet, even this Lys a Man would 
| ſuffer, this Pain He would endure, in order to preſerve precious 


Life. 
The Pores of the Cuticzla. 
The nervous Fibres, and other Veſſels of the Cxtir, 
them, 


r 


© RnﬀmMe = © 357 


DIALOGUE xn. 459 


them, which is diſcernible by the Eye; though they diſ- 
charge, every Moment, Myriads and Myriads of ſuper- 
fluous Incumbrances from the Body. The Steam, 
ariſing from the warm Buſineſs tranſacted within, is car- 
ried off by theſe real, though imperceptible Funnels *. 
This Evacuation conſtitutes, what We uſually call, in- 
ſenſible Perſpiration.— The Threads ſo multiplied, that 
neither the Point of the ſmalleſt Needle, nor the incom- 


arably nicer Spear of a Gnat, nor even the inviſible 
* of a Flea, can pierce any ſingle Part, without 
cauſing an uneaſy Senſation and a Suffuſion of Blood: 
conſequently, without wounding, even by ſo ſmall a 
Puncture, both a Nerve and a Vein F. 

The Veins, either pervading, or lying parallel with, 
this fine tranſparent Coat, beautify the human Structure; 
thoſe Parts eſpecially, which are moſt conſpicuous, and 
intended for public View. The pliant Wriſt, and the 
taper Arm, they variegate with an Inlay of living Sapphire. 
They ſpread Vermillion over the Lips , and plant Roſes 
in the Cheeks. While the Eye, tinged with gloſſy Jet, 
or ſparkling with the Blue of Heaven, is fixed in an 
Orb of poliſhed Chryſtal |. Inſomuch that the earthly 

Tabernacle 


* 'Theſe are ſomewhere pony ſtyled cutaneous Chimnies; and no 
Wonder they are imperceptible, if, as Mr. Lewwenhoeck affirms, a ſingle 
Grain of Sand, will cover no leſs than 125,000. 

+ A Blod-weſſel at leaſt, 8 with theſe Veſſels, the fine 
filmy Threads, which, on ſome bright autumnal Morning, float in the 
Air, or hang on the Stubble, muſt be large as a Bell-rope, or bulky as 
a Cable.—Such Tubes, One would think, ſhould b at every Breath 
We draw, or even break with their own Fineneſs. Yet, they are the 
Conduit. pipes, which convey the vital Fluid from and to the grand 
Reſervoir. And ſo admirable is their Texture, that they will out. 
laſt the Strength of Lead, or the Heart of Oak: zheſe wearing away, 
theſe growing ſtronger, by Uſe. 

t Thy Lips are like a Thread of Scarlet, Cant. iv. 3. Like a Thread, 
for their delicate Shape; like a Thread of Scarlet for their glowing 
Colour, 

Salimom has compared the Eyes to The Fißb- pont in Heſhbon, A 
Compariſon, as juſt, as it is noble, —Obſerve the Eye in the human 
Structure, and a fine Piece of Water in the rural Proſpet, Each is a 
very ſmall Part, yet emincntly ornamental to the Whole, —Each en- 


livens 
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Tabernacle exhibits the niceſt Proportions, and diſplays 
the richeſt Graces. Such nice Proportions, as afford the 
moſt correct Model for Statuary and Architecture; ſuch 
rich Graces, as the Canvaſs never bore, as Painting imi- 
tates in vain. | | 
Ap. How juſt in itſelf, and how pertinent to our Pur- 
poſe, is that well known Acknowledgment of the ſacred 
and royal Anatomiſt ; *I am curiouſly wrought * ! There 
ce is a Variety, a Regularity, and an Elegance, in the 
« Texture of my Body; in the Formation and Arrange- 
« ment of theſe Bones and Muſcles, theſe Veins and 
« Arteries ;—reſembling, ſhall I ſay ?—rather, infinitely 
ce ſurpaſſing, the moſt coſtly and admired Pieces of Em- 
ce broidery.” Even thoſe, which were wrought under 
the Direction of inſpired Wiſdom; and compoſe the 
rich ſacerdotal Veſtments , or the grand and ſacred 
Ornaments of the Tabernacle 4. 

It is one of the fineſt Similitudes, which the whole 
Circle of polite Arts could afford, And, as uſed by 
the Hebrew Poet as referring to the venerable Embelliſh- 
ments of the Sanctuary, receives a peculiar Dignity. 
Yet every Compariſon, ferched from the Performances 
of Mankind, muſt neceſſarily debaſe the matchleſs Sub- 
jet.—All the Enrichments, which the Needle can give, 
or the moſt ſplendid Silks receive, are rude, are coarſe, 


are mere Sack-cloth, when ſet in Oppoſition to the con- 


livens the Scene. Without Water, the Landſcape is dull and dreary ; 
without an Eye, the Countenance would be blank and hagged ;—A 
ſhining kind of Luſtre ſparkles in one; trembles in the other; radiants 
from both. Both are a Source of innumerable Advantages, to their 

reſpective Subjects. — Tis probable, thoſe Fiſh-pools in H:/bor, being 


artificially made, were exactly correſpondent in Size, in Form, and 


Situation. If ſo, the Parallel is remarkably perfect, and the Simile | 


receives the higheſt Finiſhing. See Cant. vii. 4. 

* The Original mph ſignifies finely aura g or elegantly flourifbrd 
quith a Needle. — The Tranſlation adopted by our Liturgy is, in this 
Place, flat and inexpreſſive. The Exgliß Word fa/himed, has juſt the 
{ame Infcriority ta the beautiful Hebrew Phraſe ; as the Badge, tacked 


upon ſome poor Penſioner's Coat, has to the Star embroidered on a 


Nobleman's Breaſt, P/al. cxxxix, 14. | 
+ Exod, xxviii. 39. } Exod. xxvi. 36. 
ſummate 


9 oy od 
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ſummate Perfection of the fleſhly Web. As indeed all 
the celebrated Palaces, Amphitheatres, Jemples, which 
ever adorned the moſt magnificent Cities in the World, 
are but a Heap of Confuſion, if compared with the 
Symmetry and Beauty of the bodily Fabric. —And, 
what is beyond meaſure marvelous, all theſe Wonders 
of Mechaniſm and Decoration aroſe—not from the purer 
Elements—not from the more refined Parts of the Crea- 
tion—but from Duſt, Duſt of the Ground *. How 
ealily, Theron, can that ſtupendous ARTIFICER 
renew our Hearts, and transform our Souls into his own 
Image! Who could raiſe ſuch delicate and majeſtic Edi- 
fices; the blooming Countenance, and the graceful 
Mien; the fine Turn of Shape, and the enchanting 
Harmony of Features; could raiſe them all from Par- 
ticles—defpicable Particles of the trodden Soil! 

I could not forbear interpoſing this Remark. Be- 
cauſe, it tends to manifeſt our CREATO R's Glory, 
to encourage our Hopes, and ſtrengthen our Faith. 
Otherwiſe, I ſhould be angry with myſelf, for inter- 
rupting your Diſcourſe. —Pray, go on with your De- 
{cription of the Animal Oeconomy. Only let me ob- 
ſerve, That ſuch a Courſe of inceſſant Action, muſt 
exhauſt the Fluids; muſt waſte the Solids; and, unleſs 
both are ſupplicd with proper Recruits, muſt gradually 
weaken, and at length totally deſtroy, the Machine. 


Ther, For this Reaſon, it is furniſhed with the Organs, 
and endued with the Powers of Nutrition. — Teeth; the 
foremoſt, thin and ſharp; fitted to bite aſunder the 
Food, or cut f off ſuch a Portion, as the Mouth can 
conveniently manage. The hindermoſt, broad and 


* The LORD GOD formed Man of the Duft of the Ground, Gen. ii. 7. 
Upon this Circumſtance, St. Chry/zftom very juſtly remarks ; To c 
rng Uoeg Tels N,, jane Tit TEXIG To dureh xa WWprNarer, ect tt 
w #04 TEQp3 TIauTh wibuxin apuonar, xa THAYTE aiohhoung, BTW Wot" 
Aag xo Tarrodana;. Are, is 

_ + Called therefore, Inciftor, 


I ſtrong ; 
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ſtrong; indented, like the Surface of a Mill-ſtone , 
with ſmall Cavities, and jagged with little Afperities, 
Which qualify them to grind in Pieces, whatever is 
tranſmitted to their Operation. Were the Teeth, like 
our other Bones, covered with the uſual Membrane, the 
Act of Chewing would always occaſion great Uneaſineſs ; 
and, when any hard Subſtance is eaten, might even la- 
cerate the tender Tegument. Were they left without 
any Sort of Covering ; they would ſuffer from the In- 


clemencies of the Air, and be liable to the Penetration 


of Liquors. In which Caſe, they muſt ſoon become 
ſoft and unfit for Service, or be corrupted, and entirely 
periſh. To guard againſt theſe Diſadvantages,” they are 
curiouſly glazed, or overlaid with a neat Enamel; as 
white as Ivory, and harder than the Bone itſelf, Which 
renders them an Ornament to the Mouth + ; fecures 
them from various Injuries ; and exempts them from 
Pain in the Office of Maſtication. 

As the Rims and Cuſhions of a Billiard-table, keep 
the Ball from flying off; and ſend it back into the green 
Area, for repeated Eſſays of Skill; ſo the Lips prevent 
the Food from ſlipping out of the Mouth ; and, affiſted 
by the Tongue, return it to the renewed Attrition of the 
Grinders.—W hile the Lips, in Concert with the Cheeks, 


Styled accordingly, Moſnres, We find neither of theſe Kinds in 
the new-born Babe. As Milk 1s, for a conſiderable Time, its appa- 
rent Food, Teeth would be of no Service to the Infant itſelf, As it 
is to preſs the tender Nipple for this milky Suſtenance, Teeth would 
be painful and prejudicial to the Nurſe, Therefore Nature has 20, 
zoned the Formation of theſe fine Implements, till they become both 
neceſſary and beneficial. 

+ This ornamental Furniture of the Mouth, is, in the grand »riental 
Manner, deſcribed by Solomon. Thy Teeth are like a Flick of Sheep, 
that are even ſhorn, which come up from the Woſhing, Cant. iv. 2. 
Growing, not ſingle, like the Noſe ; not in Pairs, like the Eyes ; but 
in Rows conſiderably numerous, /ike a Fhck,—None riſing higher than 
the other; none ſtanding unduly prominent beyond another; but all 
ſet as true, as if they were ranged by the Compaſs; and making as 
regular an Appearance, as the Flocks hat are even ſhorn, — They are 
clean alſo as the Fleeces which have no Spot, and white as the Colour 
of the pureſt Wool; like the Flocks /h come up from waſhing in the 
cryſtal Stream, 


are 
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are employed in this Work, their Motion compreſſes 
the circumjacent Glands; and, from innumerable little 
Orifices, a thin pellucid Liquor“ exſudes. Which 
moiſtens the attenuated Food, and prepares it for more 
ealy Digeſtion. —W hen the Mouth remains inactive, 
theſe Fountains are cloſed. But, when it is exerciſed, 
either in ſpeaking or cating, their Moiſture then being 
pecuharly neceſſary, they never fail to give out a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity, 

When the Soldier charges his Carbine, the Cartridge 
could. not make its Way to the Bottom, without the 
Protrufion of the Rammer . Neither could the Food, 
which We receive at the Mouth, deſcend, by the Force 
of its own Weight, through a narrow and clammy Chan- 
nel, into the Stomach. To effectuate therefore, and 
expedite its Paſſage, Muſcles, both ſtraigbt and circular, 
are ' provided, The former, enlarge the Cavity of the 
Throat, and afford a more eaſy Admittance; the latter, 
cloſing behind the deſcending Aliment, _ it down- 
wards, and finiſh the Deglutition.—Betore the Food. 


The Sala or Spittle. 

+ This, and the other Similitudes, it muſt be confeſſed, are ton meax 
for the noble Occaſion. - Neither do they, in every Circumſtance, 
quadrate with the Functions deſcribed, There is very little Affinity, 
between the Motion of the Muſcles, which miniſter to the Act of 
Swallowing, and the perpendicular Protruſion of the Rammer., The 
Compariſon is 1 anly to demonſtrate the Neceſſity of /ome 
propelling Force, in order to convey the Aliment into the proper 
Receptacle, 

When We deſcant upon a Subject, of ſach extenſive Contrivance, 
and of ſuch finiſhed Perfection, as the human Structure; it is ſcarce 
poſſible to find Similitudes, that will correſpond in a Particulars, or 
that can riſe to the Dignity of the Original. Vet if they tend, in any 
tolerable Degree, to explain its Formation, to diſplay its Uſes, and 
render its wonderful Oeconomy ſomewhat more intelligible, perhaps 
they may be allowed to take place. 

I hope, it will be remembered, that Theron ſpeaks, not as an Adept 
in the Science, but as one whoſe higheſt Pretenſions are, to admire the 
Work, and adore the ARTIFICER. Which Acknowledgment 
may entitle Him to ſome candid Indulgence, in cafe He ſhould offend 
againſt the preciſe anatomical Exactneſs, either of Sentiment, or Ex- 
preſſion, 

8 enters 
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enters the Gullet, it muſt of neceſſity paſs over the Ori- 
fice of the Wind- pipe; conſequently, muſt be in no ſmall 
Danger of falling upon the Lungs. Which would, if 
not entirely obſtruct the Breath, yet occaſion violent 
Coughing *, and great Inconveniencies. To obviate 
this Evil, the all-foreſceing CONTRIVER has placed 
a moveable Lid, or hung a cartilaginous Draw-bridge f. 
When any the ſmalleſt Particle of Food advances to the 
Stomach, this Lid is pulled down and ſhut cloſe ; but, 
the very Moment the Morſel is ſwallowed, the Cover, 
inſtinctive as it were, ſprings up and leaves the Paſſage 
open. By this two-fold Artifice, the important Paſſage 
is always barred and made ſure, againſt any noxious Ap- 
proaches ; yet is always left free for the neceſſary Ac- 
ceſſion of Air, and commodious for the Purpoſes of 
Reſpiration. 

When the Maltſter prepares his Grain for the Tranſ- 
mutations of the Brewhouſe ; He ſuffers 1: to he, ſeveral 
Hours, ſteeping in the Ciſtern; before it is fit, to be 
ſpread upon the Floor, or dried on the Kiln. The Meat 
and Drink likewiſe muſt remain, a conſiderable Time, 
in the Stomach ; before they are of a proper Conſiſtence 
and Temperature, either for the tender Coats, or the 
delicate Operation of the Bowels.—For which Purpoſe, 
that great Receiver is made—ſtrong to bear—capacious 
to hold - and ſo curiouſly contrived, as to lay a fempo- 
rary Embargo upon its Contents. Here, they are 
lodged in the very Center of Warmth, and concocted 
by the moſt kindly Combination of Heat and Humi- 
dity. Here, they are ſaturated with other fermenting 
or diluting Juices; and are kneaded, as it were, by the 
Motion of the Stomach, and Compreſſion of the neigh- 
bouring Parts. So that every the minuteſt Fragment 


* This is what We experience, when, in eating or drinking, any 
Thing goes (as is commonly, and not improperly ſaid) the wrong Way. 

+ Called the Epiglottis, 

t Which is quite contrary to the Oeconomy of the Gullet ; though 
they are not only contiguous to each other, but a Continuation of 
the ſame Tube, : 

IS 
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is ſeparated ; the Whole is reduced to a Tenuity, abun- 
dantly finer than the exacteſt Grinding could effect; and 
all is worked up into the ſmootheſt, moſt nicely mixed 
Pulp imaginable. —From hence it is diſlodged, by a 
gently acting Force; and paſſes, by a gradual Tranſition, 
into the Cavity of the Inteſtines. | | 

Near the Entrance, punctual as a Porter in his Lodge, 
waits the Gall Bladder* ; ready to transfuſe its acrimo- 
nious, but ſalutary Juices, on the advancing Aliment. 
Which diſſolve its remaining Viſcidities; ſcour the Paſ- 
ſage of the Inteſtines ; and keeps all its fine Apertures 
clear. This Bag, as the Stomach fills, is elevated by 
the Diſtention ; as the Stomach empties, is propor- 
tionably depreſſed. The former Poſture brings on a 
Diſcharge, the latter occaſions a Suppreſſion of the Bile. 
It is furniſhed alſo with a Valve, of a very peculiar, but 
moſt convenient Form ; through which the deterſive 
Liquid cannot haſtily pour, but muſt gently ooze.— 
Admirable Conſtruction! Which, without any Care or 
Conſciouſneſs of ours, prohibits an immoderate Effuſion, 
yet aſcertains the-needful Supply. | 

Sufficiently charged with this adventitious Fluid, the 
nutritive Maſs purſues its Way through the [nteſtines, 
Whoſe Meanders, are incomparably more curious and 
wonderful, than the Mazes of the Dædalean Labyrinth. 
They are actuated with a worm-like or undulatory Mo- 
tionT; which protrudes the received Aliment, and 
forces its fine milky Particles into the Lacteal Veſſels. 
Theſe are a Series of the moſt delicate Strainers; ranged, 
in countleſs Multitudes, all along the Sides of the wind- 
ing Paſſage. Each ſo nicely framed, as to admit the 
nutrimental balmy Juices, and reject the groſs excre- 
mentitious Dregs.—Had the Inteſtines been frait, they 
muſt have been hort. Then the Food might have 


* The Gall-bladd.r is ſituate upon the lower Margin of the Liver; 
and to ſecrete the b:hious Juice, is ſuppoſed to be the principal Uſe of 
that largeſt of Glands, 

+ A /piral Form. 

r Styled vermicular or periſtaltic. 


Vol. I. Hh | gone 
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gone through and eſcaped, without reſigning a ſufficient 
Quantity of its nouriſhing Particles. Therefore, this 
deſt of all the vital Ducts, is artfully convolved, 
at 1t may be greatly extended: that, it may afford 
Nature an Opportunity, of fftixg more thoroughly what- 
ever paſſes, and of detaining whatever may ſerve her 
Purpoſes. —Left fuch Lengths of Entrails, ſhould be 
entangled among themſelves, or be cumbrous to the 
Wearer, they are packed into the neateſt Folds, and 
lie within a narrow Compaſs. They are at leaft fix 
Times longer“, than the Body which contains them, 
Yet they are /odged, not crouded; in a Part, not in the 
whole Region, of the lower Belly. And 'amidft this 
fmall Space, have ſufficient Room to execute the niceft 
and moſt important Fun&tions.—T hough the alimen- 
tary Subſtance can never miſtake its Way; yet it may, 
through ſome accidental Impediment, attempt to return 
backward. In this Caſe, a Valve intervenes; and ren- 
ders, what would be extremely pernicious, almoſt always 
impracticable.— As the Whole proceeds in this ſerpen- 
tine Courſe, it is perpetually ſending off Detachments 
of nutricious Juices. In Conſequence of which, it would 
loſe its ſoft Temperature; might become rugged, and 
pain the tender Parts; perhaps, be hindered from ſliding 
on to its final Exit. To prevent ſuch an Obſtruction, 
Glands are poſted in proper Places , muſt diſcharge a 
lubricating Fluid; which aids the Progreſs of the Maſs, 


According to this Calculation, they muſt meaſure, in a pretty tall 
Man, more than thirty ix Feet. — The Subſtance of the Bowels, though 
biz to a Delicacy, is rng to a Wonder. The Skin of an Ox-gut, I 
am told, will endure the Blows of the Gold. beater's Hammer, for 
many Months, nay for ſeveral Years. 

+ In the Bowels, which lie neareſt the Stomach, theſe Glands are 
Smaller or tber: becauſe, in thoſe Parts, the Aliment is copiouſly 
furniſhed with Moiſture. Whereas in the Bowels, which are more 
remote from the Stomach, and receive the Food drained of a conſi- 
derable Quantity of its Chyle, the lubricating Glands are either - 
tiplied or enlarged, A moſt admirable Provition ! Apparently diver- 
ſified, according to the ſeveral Changes of the Aliment; yet exactly 


_ adapted to the Exigencies of the Animal. 
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and renews the Secretion of the Chyle. Till all that 
remains of the One, is clean drawn off; and the Other 
But here You muſt excuſe me; and for my Neglect 
of farther Particularity, your Author ſhall make an 
Apology ; Quemadmodum autem Religuiæ Cibi depellantur, 
tum aſtringentibus ſe Inteſtinis, tum relaxantibus, haud ſane 
difficile dictu oft : ſed tamen pretereundem eft, ne quid babeat 
Injucunditatis Oratio“. | 

The Chyle, drawn off by all the ſecretory Orifices, is 
carried along Millions of the fineſt Ducts , and lodged 
in ſeveral commodious Cells . As a Traveller, by bait 
upon the Road, and taking proper Refreſhment, is 


better qualified to purſue his Journey: ſo the Chyle, 


diverting-to thoſe little Inns, is mixed with a thin, di- 
luting, watery Subſtance; which renders it more apt to 
flow, and more fit for Uſe. From hence it is conveyed 
to one common Receptacle, and mounts through a per- 
pendicular Tube. When Proviſion or Ammunition is 
tranſmitted to an Army, it generally paſſes under an 
Eſcort of able Troops. As this milky Fluid is the im- 
mediate Support, and principal Nouriſnment of the 
whole Syſtem, its Conveyance is guarded with ſingular 
Caution. The perpendicular Tube, not having ſufficient 
Force of its own, is laid contiguous to the great Artery; 


* Cicsro De Nat. Deor.— As Theron avoids meddling with a Sub- 
jet, which is become uſeleſs and putreſcent, I think myſelf obliged to 
imitate his Delicacy. Only I would add one Remark in the Notes, 
and ſhall beg leaye to expreſs it in Greek, That if it ſhould prove, in 
any Degree, diſguſtful ; it may have, at leaſt, the negative 8 
to offend many Readers. Exe, M Ta amoxuperre Woxipn amirprþs rue 
voran org 1 Qu915, Y ani 1 νν² rrowratu amy Tw ailnow, 
SOCRAT. Memorab. 

+ Fine indeed! Since their Orifices, through which they admit the 
Chyle, are not diſcoverable even by the very bef Microſcopes, To this 

igioully nice Conſtruction it is owing, that nothing enters the 
ubſtance of the Blood, but what is ſmaller than the ſmalleſt Arteries 
in the Syſtem, and thereby fitted to paſs through the fineſt capillary 
Veſſels, without cauſing any Obſtruction, TIS 
7 The Glands of the Meſentery. 
The Recepracutlars Chyli; a Reſervatory, placed near the [left 


Kidney, 
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whoſe ſtrong Pulſation drives on the creeping Fluid; 
enables it to overcome the ſteep Aſcent, and unload its 
precious Treaſure at the very Door of the Heart. 
Here, it enters the Trunk of a large Vein, moſt conve- 
niently opened for its Reception. It enters in a /anting 
or oblique Direction. By this Method of Approach, it 
avoids thwarting, and coincides with the purple Stream; 
which, inſtead of obſtructing its Admiſſion, expedites 
its Paſſage; and, inſtead of being a Bar to exclude it, 
becomes a Vehicle to waft it.— Its Entrance 1s farther 
ſecured by a Valve, whoſe Miniſtration is doubly ſer- 
viceable : ſoutting the Aperture againſt the refluent Blood, 
in caſe it ſhould offer to obtrude itſelf; but opening a 
free, ſafe, and eaſy Avenue, to introduce this Manna of 
Nature. | + p | | 
The Blood, through every Stage of its ample Circuit, 
having ſuſtained great Expences; being laid under Con- 
tribution, by every Gland in the whole Syſtem; and 
having ſupplied Myriads of the capillary Veſſels, with 
Matter for inſenſible Perſpiration; muſt be very much 
impoveriſned. But is moſt opportunely recruited, by 
this Acceſſion of Chyle.— Yet though recruited, it is not 
refined. In its preſent crude State, it is abſolutely un- 
qualified to perform the vital Tour, or carry on the 
animal Functions. Therefore, by a grand Apparatus 
of -muſcular Fibres, it is wafted into the Lungs; and 
pours a thouſand, thouſand Rills into either Lobe. —In 
the Cells, the ſpongy Cells of this amazing Laboratory, 
it imbibes the Influences of the external Air: its hete- 
rogeneous Parts are thoroughly incorporated ; and 1ts 
whole Subſtance is made cool, ſmooth, and flotid.— 
Thus improved, thus exalted, it is tranſmitted to the left 
Ventricle of the HEART; a ſtrong, active, + 1M 
| Muſcle; 


 * Trdefatigable—This is a very difingniſbing, and no leſs amazing 
Property of the Heart. The large Muſcles of the Arm, or the much 
larger of the Thigh, are ſoon wearied. A Day's Labour, or « Nay's 
Journey, will exhauſt their Strength. But the Muſcle, which conft1- 
tutes the Heart, works through whole Weeks, whole Months, _ 

cars, 


by the moſt acute Anatomiſt? 
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Muſcle ; placed in the very Center of the Syſtem, Int- 
pelled by this beating Engine, Part ſhoots upward; and 
ſweeps, with a bounding Impetus, into the Head. 
There it impregnates the prolific Fields of the Brain ; 
and forms thoſe ſubtle ſpirituous Dews *, which impart 
Senſe to every Nerve, and communicate Motion to 
every Limb. Part flows downward ; rolls the reeking 
Current through all the lower Quarters ; and diſpenſes 
the nutrimental Stores, even to the meaneſt Member, 
and the minuteſt Veſſel. 

Obſerve, how the ſtately Thames, and the rapid Rhine 
refreſh the Foreſts and the Groves; water the Towns, 
which croud their Banks; and make the Meadows they 
interſect, laugh and ſing. So, only with an incompa- 
rably richer fluid, and with infinitely more numerous 
Streams, this human River laves the ſeveral Regions of 
the Body. Transfuſing Vigour, and propagating 
Health, through the Whole. 

But, how ſhall a Stream, divided into Myriads of 
Channels, and pervading innumerable Tracts, how ſhall 
this be brought back again to its Source? Should any 
Portion, like your Lake-waters after a Land-flood, de- 
viate from their Courſe, or be unable to return—Putre- 
faction would take place—A Nuiſance would ariſe— 


Years, and never becomes weary, Is equally a Stranger to [ntermifſion 
and Fatigue, St, Chryſaſtom has made the ſame Remarks concerning 
the Eye. Emonoor aute To xaM\®-, x; Ti Jvrapar vu Ne, x g 
ro £7400 e Ane fee x; Tae e, MM Tod jar “I 
ToY20% %) dran, oPlanu®- d odwwr TLJuTEY jr i} , roννον d , 
vigun; ea af 

* Theſe are what We call, The Animal Spirits; and it is generall 
ſuppoſed, that Senſation is cauſed, by the wndul/atory Motion of this 
nervous Fluid. Though ſome imagine, it is performed by the vibra- 
tory Motion of the Nerves themſelves, —Others think, that neither of 
theſe Opinions will comport, with the Texture of thoſe fine Tubes, 
or with the Nature of the Fluid they contain,-It is, I believe, one of 
theſe Myſteries in the material World, which may reconcile Sinking 
and wnprejudiced Minds, to the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Revelation, 
Why ſhould any One wonder, to find ſome Doctrines in the BIBUr, 
which ſurpaſs the Reach of human Underſtanding; when there are fo 
many Operations in the Body, confeſſedly and abſolutely inexplicible 
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Death might enſue, Therefore the All-wiſe CRE A- 
TOR has connected the Extremity of the Arteries, 
with the Beginning of the Veins. So that the ſame 
Force, which darts the crimſon Wave through the for- 
mer, drives it through the latter. Thus it is reconducted, 
without the leaſt Extravaſation, to the great ſalient Ciſ- 
tern . There played off afreſh, it renews and perpe- 
tuates the vital Functions. . 

Where two oppoſite Currents would be in Danger of 
claſhing, a fibrous Excreſcence interpoſes ; which, like 
a projecting Pier, breaks the Stroke of each, and throws 
both into cheir proper Receptacle, — When the Waſture 
is to be ſpeedy, the Channels either forbear to wind in 
their Courſe , or to leſſen in their Dimenſions J. When 
the Progreſs is to be retarded, the Tubes are twined 
into various Conyolutions &, or their Diameter. is con- 
tracted into a narrower Size.—Modeled by theſe judi- 
cious Rules ; guarded by theſe wiſe Precautions; the 
tiving Flood never diſcontinues its interchangeable Tide: 
but, Night and Day, whether We ſleep or wake, ſtill 
perſeveres to ſally brily through the Arteries, and re- 
turn /eftly through the Veins. _ 

Such aſtoniſhing Expedients are uſed, to concoct, di- 
geſt, aſſimilate the Food ! To convert it into Chyle— 
to blend it with the Blood—and to diſtribute both 
through the Body ! By means of which, the animal 
Conſtitution is nouriſhed and maintained. In Youth, 


Salmen makes uſe of this Similitude Or ever the Pitcher be Broken 
. at the Fountain; or the Wheel broken at the Ciſtern. The two Ventricles 
of the Heart, repleniſhed with Blood, ate fitly repreſented by a 
Cern; and the contraile Force of their Fibres, acts like the Water- 
«wheel in Hydravlics, — The Pitcher, which receives the Water at the 
Spring- head, and conveys it away for the Ownex's Service, may pro- 
bably ſignify the Aorta, and the pulmonary Artery ; whoſe Functions 
torrefpond with the Uſes of ſuch a Veſſel. . Eccle/. xii. 6. 
+ In the Point, where the Streams, from the Vena cava and Vena 

ecentlept, mett. + | 
1 In the great Artery, which deſcends to the Feet. 

In every Interval, between all the Ramifications. 

In the Veſſels, which carry the Blood to the Brain ; which form 
the yiſcous Secretions ; and indeed which conſtitute all the Glands. 


its 
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its Bulk is increaſed ; in Age, its Decays are-repaired ; 
and it is kept in tenantable Condition for the Soul, dur- 
ing the Space of ſeventy or eighty Years. 

Theſe are a few, and but a very feww Inſtances of that 
Contrivance, Regularity, and Beauty, which are ob- 
ſervable in the human Frame. Attentive Enquirers 
diſcover deeper Footſteps of Deſign, and more refined 
Strokes of Skill. Diſcover them, not only in the grand 
and moſt diſtinguiſhed Parts, but in every Limb, and in 
every Organ : I may venture to add, in every Fibre that 
is extended, and in every Globule * that flows. 


Aſp. How various is the Syſtem of the Body! Va- 
rious, in the Subſtance, as well as in the Shape, of the 
ſeveral Parts! Yet all wrought of one and the /ame oti- 
ginal Mafs !—Is it not ſtrange, that the very ſame Speck 
of Matter, ſhould ſpread itſelf into a Lining of Skin, 
and ſwell into Beds of Flefh ; ſhould be extended into 
tough Sinews, and hardened into ſtrong Bones; ſhould 
here be impenetrable as the ſolid Rock, there be tranſ- 
parent as the fineſt Gauſe f ?—Is it not exceedingly 
ſtrange, that one and the ſame Scrap of ſimple uncom- 
pounded Materials, ſhould form the Columns and the 
Rafters; ſhould compoſe the Aqueducts and Reſer- 
voirs ; ſhould be ſufficient to execute both the Maſonry 
and the Joinery : in ſhort, to conſtitute the Shell, the 
Furniture, and all the Ornaments, of the completeſt 
Edifice in the World ! 

The Syſtem, I obſerve, though various, is uniform. 
Amidft the greateft Multiplicity of Parts, the moſt per- 
fect Harmony ſubſiſts. No one hinders, but each aſſiſts, 
the Qperation of another ; and all conſpire to the Be- 
nefit and Preſervation of the Whole. Moſt judiciouſly 


The extreme Minutene/s of the Globales, which form the «4 
Part of our Blood, is one Exemplification of this Remark, If, as 
Mr, Lewenhoeck computes, every Globule be 25,000 times ſmaller, 
than the ſmalleſt Grain of Sand. 

+ Rech, Ganſe, This is particularly obſervable, in the Conſtruction 
of the Teeth, and the Compoſition of the Cums. 


Hh 4 has 
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has the great Apoſtle touched this Subject! Moſt hap- 
pily has He applied it, to illuſtrate the Reaſonableneſs, 
and enforce the Practice, both of perſonal and ſocial Du- 
ties, of private Content and public Concord. 

The Body, He obſerves, is not one Member, but many. 
To each of which ſome peculiar and needful Office is 
_ So that the Foot, though placed in the loweſt 
Order, and deſtined to ſerve on the very Ground, has 
no reaſon to reckon itſelf a worthleſs outcaſt ; or to ſay, 
Becauſe Iam not the Head, I am not of the Body *. Neither 
has the Head, in its exalted Station, and amidſt its ho- 
nourable Functions, any Cauſe to deſpiſe the inferior 
Limbs ; or to ſay, with Contempt and Self-ſufficiency, 
1 have no need of You.—lIf there were no Feet, what 
would become of the locomotive Faculty ? Or how 
could the Body convey itſelf from one Place to another ? 
Tf there were no Hands, what ſhould we do for the 
Inſtruments of Action? Or how could the animal Frame 
be defended and accommodated ?—Nay, the Parts, 
which ſeem to be leſs honourable, are neceſſary. Even 
thoſe, which form the Sediments, or throw off the 
Dregs, are of the laſt Importance to Life and its Com- 
forts. Should thoſe be obſtructed in their Action, the 
moſt raging Torment enſues ; ſhould the Obſtructions 
continue, Death is the inevitable Conſequence. By this 
wiſe Adjuſtment, there is no Schiſm in the Body; no ſepa- 
rate or interfering Ends are purſued by the Members; 


* 1 Cor. xii. 12. &c. There ſeems to be a cxrious Exa&neſs in this 
Proſopopœia, not obſerved by A/pafo, but very juſtly remarked by 
St. Chry/oſtom. Ov eras Tor med Tpw op Ma nm, anna T1 
' oNſov arabionrue xupi, T1 I; axon Torg ePbanuo" ids yag ov Tok 
- (f0%pz vrigexzorn, aka, To ou arabyenroos Plover U,, Ja Tels 
ka aulog dle monilas Th (Cpſegiow. The Apoſtle does not ſuppoſe the 
Foot remonſtrating againſt the Head. But the Foot is introduced, as 
lodging the Complaint againſt the Hand. While the Ear, a more 
uoble Organ, exerciſes Emulation againſt the Eye. Each reſpecting 
a Part, which bears ſome Affinity or Reſemblance to itſelf. For We 
are not accuſtomed to envy Thoſe, who move in the moſt exalted 
Spheres, and far ſurpaſs Us; but thoſe only, who are on a Level with 
Ourſelves, or but a ſmall Remove above Us. Therefore the ſacred 

Writer makes this judicious Aſſociation  . * , 
* . 4 / e ut 
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but the Safety and Support of each are the one undivided | 
Care of all. ah 


Thus ſhould it be among Men, and among Chriſ- 
tians; in the Civil Community, and in the Catholic 
Church. There is in both a Subordination of Perſons, 


but a Concatenation of Intereſts. For which Reaſon, a 


general Agreement ſhould take place, and a mutual 
Subſerviency to each other's Welfare. The Meaneſt 
have no Cauſe to be diſſatisfied with their Condition; 
but to acquieſce in the unerring Diſpoſal of Providence, 
and chearfully contribute their Share to the common 
Good.—-The Higheſt ſhould condeſcend to Men of low 
Eſtate ; and maintain a Regard for the Well-being of 
the Pooreſt, as that which is intimately connected with 
their own. In a Word; each ſhould feel a tender Con- 
cern for all; rejoicing in their Happineſs, and ſtudying 
to eftabliſh it; ſympathizing with their Miſeries, and en- 
deavouring to relieve them. | 

I am ſure, my Theron will be pleaſed with this fine 
Compariſon, uſed by the Apoſtle; and adapted to Pur- 
poſes, at once ſo noble and ſo benevolent. Eſpecially, 
as it. receives additional Propriety and Force — his 
own Obſervations.— But I have one more Enquiry to 
make. 

Your Syſtem, though organized, though endued with 
a Principle of Motion, and furniſhed with the Powers of 
Nutrition, is till deſtitute of Senſe. The Creation 
abounds with Objects, fitted to yield the moſt refined 
Entertainment. The Sun impurples the Robe of Morn- 
ing, and Stars beſpangle the Curtains of Night. Flowers 
of Silver WhitenEſs, and of golden Luſtre, enamel the 
Ground. Fruits of all radiant Hues, and of every deli- 


cious Taſte, hang amiably dangling on the Boughs. 


— Airs alſo, vernal Airs, 
Breathing the Smell of Field and Grove, attune 
The trembling Leaves. 


But 
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But We hear of no Capacities, formed for the Enjoyment 
of theſe various Delights. Without which, the Breath 
of Fields muſt loſe its reviving Fragrance ; the whiſper. 
ing Grove muſt degenerate into ſuilen Silence ; and Na- 
ture's Book of Knowledge, all fair and inſtructive, be 
no better than a vaſt unmeaning Blank. 

Ther. Therefore, the great CREATOR, profuſedly 
gracious to Mankind, has made Us a Preſent, an ineſti- 
mable Preſent of the Senſes. To be the Inlets of innu- 
merable Pleafures, and the Means of adminiſtering in- 
numerable Advantages. 

High in the Head, bright and conſpicuous as a Star 
in the Brow of Evening, is placed the Eye. In this ele- 
vated Situation, like a Centinel poſted in his Watch- 
tower, it commands the moſt enlarged Proſpect.— Con- 
ſiſting only of ſimple Fluids, incloſed in thin Tunieles, 
it conveys to our Apprehenſion all the Graces of bloom- 
ing Nature, and all the Glories of the viſible Heavens, 
Hou prodigiouſly wonderful! That an Image of the 
hugeſt Mountains, and a Tranſcript of the moſt diver/ified 
Landſcapes, ſhall enter the ſmall Circlet of the Pupil !— 
How ſurpriſingly artful ! That the Rays of Light, like 
an inimitable Pencil, ſhould paint on the optic Nerves; 
paint in an Inſtant of Time; paint in their /rueft Co- 
jours, and exa#eft Lincaments, every Species of external 
Objects! ä 

The Eye is ſo tender, that a ſlight Accident, ſcarce 
perceivable by ſome other Parts of the Body, would be 
very injurious to its delicate Frame. It is guarded 
therefore with remarkable Circumſpection, and the moſt 
ſolicitous Care: with a Care, evidently proportioned to 
its nice Texture, and extenſive Uſefulneſs. It is n- 
trenched deep in the Head; and baricadoed, on every 
Side, with a ſtrong Fortification of Bones. —As the In- 
curſion of the ſmalleſt Fly would incommode the po- 
liſhed Surface, it is farther defended by two ſubſtantial 
Curtains, hung on a moſt ſlender cartilaginous Rod. 
Which ſecure it, not barely from Blows, and from any 


hurtful Attrition, but alſo from every troubleſome An- 
noyance. 
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noyance. In Sleep, when there is no Occaſion to exer- 
cife the Senſe, but an abſolute Neceſſity to protect the 
Organ, theſe Curtains ſpontaneoufly cloſe. At any Time, 
they will fy together with a Motion, quick as the Alarm 
of Fear, I had almoſt ſaid, quicker than Thought itſelf. . 
At all times they are lined with an extremely fine 
Sponge *, wet with its own native Dews. Which lubri- 
cate the Eye-ball ; oil, as it were, its Wheels; and fit it 
for a Courſe of unwearied Activity. At the End of this 
ſkinny Mantelet (if I may uſe the military Style) is 
planted a Range of briſtly Palli/adoes f. Which keep 
out the leaſt Mote ; ward off even the ſtraggling Atom; 
and moderate the otherwiſe too potent Impreſſions of 
the Sun-beams F. 

The Brows are a kind of natural Pent. houſe, thatched 
and arched with curious Wreaths of Hair. The Thatch 
lies as ſmooth, as the Linen that is neatly plaited, and 
newly ironed, It ſerves to divert the Sweat, from trick- 
ling into the Eyes, and offending them with its Brine. 


* 'The Glandula Lachrymalis and its Ducts; opening on the inner 
Part of the Eye-lid, and ſecreting the Fluid, which Theron calls his 
Oil; becauſe it irrigates the Eye- ball, and facilitates its Motion. 

+ The Hairs, which ariſe upon the Extremities of the Eye-laſh, 
grow only to a certain convenient Length, and never ſtand in need of 
cutting.—They are not flaccid and pendulous, like thoſe of the Head; 
but fiff and prominent like Briſtles. The firſt Sort would be trouble... 
ſome, the laſt is beneficial. — Add to this, that their Points ſtand out 
of the Way ; thoſe of the upper Eye-lid being bent upwards, and 
thoſe of the lower dowtwards.—So nicely attentive is PROVL 
DENCE, even to fuch very ſmall Matters! Or rather, ſo gracio1s 
is our Almighty CREATOR, that He counts nothing ſmall, 
which ſtands connected with our Comfort and Advantage. 

} The inceſſant, the more than fatherly Care, which the LORD 
GOD ALMIGHTY takes of his People, 1s repreſented in Scripture 
1 this extraordinary Proviſion, made for the Security of the Eye. 
Which is one of the fr Images, that Fancy can form; and one of 
the moſt con/olnrory Truths, that Faith can believe. He let Him as 
the Apple of his Be, Deut. xxxii. 10.—He that teucheth You, toucheth 
the Apple of his Eye, Zech. ii. 8.— The Reader will eafily ſee, that 
the Compariſon, every Way beautiful, is carried to the 4jgheft Pitch 
of Energy and Beauty, by the ſacred Writers. Not barely the Eye, 
but the Apple or Pupil of the Eye; the tendereſt Part even of the moſt 
tender Member, 1 

The 
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The Arches are ſo finely coloured, and ſo elegantly 
turned, that they ſet off the Whiteneſs of the Forehead, 
and beſtow additional Grace on the whole Countenance. 
— Becauſe, in our waking Hours, there is almoſt an 
inceſſant Call for thoſe little Orbs, they run upon the 
fineſt Caſters ; rolling upwards or downwards, to the 
Right-hand or to the LX. with the utmoſt Speed, and 
with equal Eaſe. Which Circumſtance, added to the 
Flexibility of the Neck, renders our two Eyes as uſeful, 
as if the whole Body, like the living Creature 'in St, 
John's Viſion, was full of Eyes before and bebind“. 

The Ear conſiſts of an outward Porch and inner 
Rooms, with Tools of the moſt admirable Contrivance 
and finiſhed Workmanſhip. The Contrivance and the 
Workmanſhip incomparably nicer, than the Deſigns of 
Palladio, or the Architecture of Solomon's Temple; 
though the former were drawn from the magnificent 
Monuments of Rome, though the latter was built in the 
Taſte of Heaven. Yea; ſo conſummately nice is the 
Structure of this Organ, that GOD, the only wiſe 
GOD, is not aſhamed to be called its Artificer. He 
that planted the Ear r, is to be found among the Titles 
of the exalted JEHOVAH.—In one very remarkable 
Peculiarity, this minute Fabric reſembles that ſacred 
Edifice, the Porch being loftier Þ than any other Part of 
the Building. 

The Porch, I call that ſemicircular Lodge, which 
ſtands ſomewhat prominent from the Head ; and is— 
not /oft and ſinking as Fleſh, leſt it ſhould abſorb the 


Sound, rather than promote the Repercuſſion ; not hard 


3 Rev. iv. 6. 


+ The Pſalmiſt uſes the Word planted, to deſcribe the Situation of 
the Ear; and the Word formed, to denote the Structure of the Eye, 
In both which Expreſſions, there ſeems to be the utmoſt Propriety and 
the greateſt Delicacy.— The Mechaniſm of the Ear, like a Root 
planted (yy) in the Earth, is ſunk deep into the Head, and concealed 
from public View. Whereas, the Ball of the Eye, like ſome fnc;- 
wrought (Ny) Pilaſter on a Building, is prominent on the Face, and 
preſented to general Obſervation, P/al. xciv. . | | 

Compare 1 Kings vi. 2. with 2 Chron, iii. 4. F 
and 
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and ſtubborn as a Bone, leſt it ſhould occaſion painful 
Inconveniencies, when We repoſe Ourſelves on either 
Side—but of a cartilaginous Subſtance, covered with a 
tight Expanſion of Skin, and wrought into irregular 
Bends and Hollows. Which, like circlihg Hills, or 
ſurrounding rocky Shores *, colle& the wandering Un- 
dulations of the Air; and tranſmit them, with a vigo- 
rous Impulſe, to the finely ſtretched Membrane of the 
Tympanum F.—The Avenue, or narrow Entry, is ſe- 
cured from the infinuating Attempts of Inſects, by a 
Moraſs (ſhall I ſay?) of bitter and viſcous Matter: 
diſguſtful to their Taſte, and embarraſſing to their Feet. 
— The Hammer and the Anvil; the Stirrup and the Drum; 
the winding Labyrinths , and the ſounding Galleries; 
theſe, and other Pieces of Mechaniſm, all inſtrumental 
to the Power of Hearing, are beyond Deſcription 
curious. 

Amazingly nice muſt be the Formation, and incon- 
ceivably exact the Tenſion of the auditory Nerves ! 
Since they correſpond with the ſmalleſt Tremors of the 
Atmoſphere, and eaſily diſtinguiſh their moſt ſubtle Va- 
riations. With the gentle Gales that fan Us, or even 
with the ruder Blaſts that aſſault Us, theſe delicate 


* Alluding to thoſe expreſſive Lines, where Echo ſeems to live in 
the Sound, as well as in the Senſe : 


— Vocempur incluſa volutant 
Littorn, pulſati Calles Clamore reſaltant. Vic. 


+ So called, becauſe it reſembles a Drum, both in Figure and Uſe. 
Being a fine Skin, expanded upon a Circle of Bones, and over a po. 
liſhed reverberating Cavity.—lt is affected by the Vibrations of the 
external Air, as the Covering of the War.drum is by the Impreſſions 
of the Stick. —TIt is alſo furniſhed with Braces, which ftrain or relax 
it at pleaſure ; and accommodate its Tenſion either to loud or languid 
Sounds. | 

+ Of this Kind is the auditory Tube; intended to en and 1105 
the ruſhing Sound. Leſt, if the Incurſion were direct, it might be too 
impetuous, and injure the delicate Expanſe of the Tympanum.— While 
this is deſigned to moderate, the Concavities of the inner Structure 
are prepared to heighten and invigorate the Sound, by calling in the 
auxiliary Force of an Echo,—Such Intentions, ſo varying, nay ſo 
efþo/ite, concur to form this admirable Organ! 


Strings 
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Strings are but little affected. Whereas, they are per- 
fect Uniſons with thoſe fine, thoſe Significant Agitations 
of the Air, which the acuteſt Touch is unable to diſ- 
cern. Theſe living Chords, tuned by an Almighty 
Hand, and diffuſed through the echoing Iſles, and ſo- 
norous Cells—theſe receive the Impreſſions of Sound, 
and propagate them to the Brain. - Theſe * give Ex- 
iſtence to the Charms of Muſic, and reciprocate the 
rational Entertainment of Diſcourſe. —Theſe treat my 
 Aſpaſio with the Melody of the Woodland Choirs, and 


afford me the ſuperior Pleaſure of my Friend's Con- 


verſation. +2 

The Eye perceives only the Objects that are 4efore 
it; whereas, the Ear warns Us of Tranſactions, that 
paſs above Us, behind Us, all around Us.—The Eye 
is uſeleſs, amidſt the Gloom of Night; and cannot carry 
its Obſervation, through the bolted Door, or the cloſed 
Window-ſhutcer. But the Ear admits her Intelhgence, 
through the darkeſt Medium, and the minutef Cranny. 
—-The Eye is upon Duty, only in our waking Hours; 
but the Ear is always expanded, and always acceſſible +: 
a Courier, which never tires: a Centry, ever in his Box. 
To ſecure a Reſource, in caſe any Misfortune ſhould 
diſable one of the hearing or ſeeing Organs, our all-gra- 
cious MAKER has given Us Duplicates of each. 

As there are tremulous Concuſſions impreſſed upon 
the Air, diſcernible only by the Inftruments of Hear- 
ing; there are alſo odoriferous Particles, wafted by the 


* Elegantly ſtyled, The Daughters of Muſic. For this Phraſe may 
refer, as well to the Organs which di/tingu;/h, as to thoſe which form, 
the harmonious Accents, Ecciiſ. xii. 4.—Methinks, I am always de- 
firous to add any appoſite Expreſſion, or parallel Paſſage from the 

 Bists. As I find, Writers of Taſte and Politeneſs are ſtudious to 
embelliſh their Works, with Quotations from the Clagres. And I 
perſuade myſelf, the Reader will allow me to gratify this favourable 
Inclination. Becauſe, every Portion of that ineſtimable Book, how- 
ever minute, is like the Filings of Gold, or the Sparks of a'Diamond. 
Is ſure, when properly applied, to add Worth, and impart Beauty. 
+ Audjtus autem ſemper patet. Ejus enim Senſus etiam dormientes ege- 
mus, A quo, cum Sonus eff acceptus, etiam e Somno excutimur, De Nat. 


Deor. 
ſame 
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ſame aerial Vehicle, which are perceivable only by the 
Smell. —T he Noſtrils are wide at the Bottom, that a 
large Quantity of Effluvia may enter; narrow at the 
Top, that, when entered, they may cloſe their Ranks, 
and act with greater Vigour.— Fine, beyond —— 
nation, are the Steams which exhale from fetid or fra- 
grant Bodies. The very beſt Microſcopes, which diſ- 
cover Thouſands and Thouſands of Animalcules in a Drop 
of putrified Water, cannot bring one Individual, among 
all theſe evaneſcent Legions, to our Sight, They fail, 
in numberleſs Squadrons, cloſe to our Eyes, cloſe by 
our Ears; yet are ſo amazingly attenuated, that they 
elude the Search of both. Nevertheleſs, ſo judiciouſly * ' 
are the o/fafory Nets laid, and ſo artfully their Meſhes 
ſized, that they catch theſe vaniſhing Fugitives, They 
catch the roaming Perfumes, which fly off from the 
opening Honeyſuckle; and take in the ſtationed Sweets, 
which hover round the expanded Roſe. They imbibe 
all the balmy Fragrance of Spring, all the aromatic 
Exhalations of Autumn, and enable Us to banquet, even 
on the inviſible Dainties of Nature. 


* The Keenne/s and Sagacity of this Senſe, furniſhed the evangelical 
—_ with a beautiful Metaphor, to diſplay the Accuracy of the 
MESSIAH's Judgment in ſpiritual Things. ar. xi. 3. 

mem implies his Faculty or Senſe of Smelling ; which Expreſſion 
13 accommodated to our Language, and properly enough tranflated, 
Shall make Him of quick Under/tanding. q. d. He ſhall judge, not 
« according to external Appearance, but according to the State of 
te the inner Man. Unfeigned Self-abaſement, Afflance in a RE- 
«© DEE MER's Righteeuſneſe, and Faith purifying the Heart; 
ce theſe Endowments, though not obſerved, or, if obſerved, not va. 
6 lued by the World; beſe ſhall be the Teſt of his Approbation, and 
*« the Objects of his Eſteem. Theſe conſtitute, what is called in the 
% next Words, The Fear of the LORD. | 
- © In determining the Reality of theſe Qualities, He ſhall be az. 
tc erringly exact, and #/a/libly true, Let Hypocriſy put on every 
% Maſk, and practiſe all her Wiles, they ſhall avail nothing before 
© the Root and OFFSPRING of David (Ver. 1.) As thoſe 
*« extremely ſubtle EfMuvia, which eſcape the Inquiſition of every 
other Senſe, are eaſily and perfectly diſtinguiſhed by the Smell; fo, 
« thoſe Receſſes of the Breaſt, and thoſe Secrets of the Heart, which 
tt lie too deep for all human Diſcernment ; even they are naked and 
** Open, are obvious and palpable, to V divinely ſagacious Under- 


« ſtanding, 5 
Furniſhed 
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Furniſhed as We are with theſe ſeveral Organs, 


Net a Breeze 

Flies oer the Meadow, not a Cloud imbibes 
The ſetting Sun's Effulgence, not a Strain 
From all the Tenants of the warbling Shade 
Aſcends, but whence our Senſes can partake 
Freſh Pleaſure *. | 


Another Capacity for frequent Pleaſure, our bounti- 
ful CREATOR has beſtowed, in granting Us the 
Powers of Taſte. By Means of which, the Food that 
' ſupports our Body, feaſts our Palate ; firſt, treats Us 
with a pleaſing Regale ; then diſtributes its beneficial 
Recruits. The Hone, bedewed with Oil, whets the 
Razor into the utmoſt Keenneſs. The Saliva, flowing 
upon the Tongue, and moiſtening its Nerves, quickens 
them into the livelieſt Acts of Senſation.— This Senſe 
is circumſtanced, in a Manner peculiarly benign and 
wile ; ſo as to be a ſtanding, though ſilent Plea for Tem- 
perance. Without recurring to the Vengeance of GOD, 
or the Terrors of eternal Judgment, it is a powerful 
Diſſuaſive from irregular and exceſſive Indulgencies. 
Becauſe, the Exerciſe of Sobriety, ſets the fineſt Edge 
on its Faculties; and adds the moſt poignant Reliſh to 
its Enjoyments. Whereas, Riot and Voluptuouineſs 
pall the Appetite ; blunt its Senſibility; and render the 
Gratifications extremely languid, if not perfectly inſipid. 
—The Sight, the Smell, the Taſte are, not only fo 


* See that very elegant Poem, Tas PLASU RES or IuACIxA- 
Tlox, Book III.—” Tis true, I am no Proſelyte to the Author's Prin- 
ciples, either political or moral; to his Republican Adminiſtration, or 
his SHafteſburiam Ethics. Much leſs can I admire that pompous and 
ſolemn Whim, of making Ridicule the T of Truth. Which ſeems juſt 
as ſuitable to the Fitneſs of Things, as to. place Harlequin in the Seat 
of Lord Chief Juſtice.— But if We look for the Glow of Imagina- 
tion, and the Harmony of Numbers; Energy and Luſtre of Deſcrip. 
tion, with Correctneſs and Delicacy of Taſte; I know not any di- 
dactic Poem, which preſents Us with all theſe Graces in ſuch high 
Perfection. | | 

l many 
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many ſeparate Sources of Delight, but a joint Security 


to our Health. They are the vigilant and accurate In- 


ſpectors, which examine our Food, and enquire into 
its Properties; whether it be pleaſant or diſagreeable; 
wholeſome or noxious. For the Diſcharge of this Of- 
fice, they are excellently qualified; and moſt commo- 
diouſly ſituate. So that nothing can gain Admiſſion 
through the Mouth, till it has undergone the Scrutiny, 
and obtained the Paſſport of them all. r 

To all theſe, as a moſt neceſſary and advantageous 
Supplement, is added the Senſe of Feeling. Which 


renders the whole Aſſemblage complete. While other 


Senſes have a particular Place of Reſidence; this is dif- 
fuſed throughout the-whole Body. In the Palms of the 


Hands, on the Tips of the Fingers, and indeed through 


all the extreme Parts of the Fleſh, it is moſt quick and 
lively: as the advanced Guards, or Scouts upon the 
Frontiers, are or ought to be peculiarly attentive and 
wakeful.-Scouts did I fay? The whole Army of Xerxes,- 
drawn out in Battle array, with his Millions of ſupernume- 
rary Attendants*, were but like a few Gleaners — 
in the Field; if compared, either in Number or Order, 
with thoſe nervous Detachments, which pervade the 
Texture of the Skin, and miniſter to the Act of Feel- 
ing.— How happily is this Senſe tempered between the 
two Extremes! Neither ſo acute, as the Membranes of 
the Eye: nor fo — as the Callus of the Heel. The. 
former would expoſe us to continual Pain; render our 
Clothes galling, and the very Down oppreſſive. The 
latter would quite benumb the Body, and almoſt anni- 
hilate the Touch. Nor this alone, but all the Senſes 
are moſt exactly adapted to their reſpective Offices, and 
to the ſeveral Exigences of our preſent State. Were 
they trained to a much higher Tone, they would be 
Avenues of Anguiſn. Were they relaxed into greater 


| * The Soldiers and Attendants of Xerxes, amounted to five Mil- 
lons two hundred and eighty Thouſand. Another Army, fo large 


and numerous, occurs not in all the Records of Hiſtory. 
Vid. HEzrob. Lib. VII. 


Vol. I. Ii Inſen- 
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Inſenſibility, they would be ſo many uſeleſs Incum- 
brances. 


Say, what the Uſe, were finer Senſes giv'n, 

T' inſpect a Mite, not comprehend the Heav'n? 

The Touch if tremblingly alive all ver, 

To ſmart and agonize at every Pore? 

Or quick Effluvia darting through the Brain, 
Die of a Rofe in aromatic Pain“? 


Ap. How admirable and gracious is this Proviſion, - 


which the bleſſed GOD has made, to accommodate 
Us with delightful Senſations, and inſtructive Ideas !— 
The Taſte, the Touch, and the Smell, are ſome what 
ftraitened in the Extent of their Operations. The Ear 
carries on a Correſpondence with a larger Circle of Ob- 
Jets. But the Sight moſt amply ſupplies, whatever is 
wanting in all the other Senſes. The Sight ſpreads itſelf 
to an mfinite Multitude of Bodies; and brings within 
our Notice ſome of the remoteſt Parts of the Univerſe. 
— The Taſte, the Touch, the Smell, perceive nothing 
but what is brought to their very Doors. Whereas, 
the Eye extends its Obſervation, as far as the Orbit of 
Saturn; nay glances, and in an Inſtant of Time, to the 
inconceivable Diſtance of the Stars. The Compaſs of 
the Earth, together with the Immenſity of the Skies, 
are its unlimited Range. | 

From this remarkable Variety, with regard to the 
Sphere and Activity, the Acuteneſs and Vivacity of the 
Senſes, St. Paul forms one of the fineſt, boldeſt, and 
moſt important Compariſons in the World. By this 
He illuſtrates the Difference between the Wiſdom, 
which is derived from the Word of divine Revelation ; 
and the Wiſdom, which is acquired by Dint of human 
1 his Oration to the Athenians, ſpeaking 
of their moſt celebrated Sages, He ſays; F ſo be, the) 
might feel after, and find HIMyF. In his Epiſtle to the 


Et. Epiſt. I, + Ads xvii. 27. Li ape ye lune are. 
| Hebrews, 
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Hebrews, ſpeaking of the Man Moſes, our Author ob- 
ſerves; That He endured as ſeeing Him who ts .invifible *. 
Writing to his Corinthian Converts, He adds, as a far- 
ther Heightening to the Contraſt; Wie all beholding 
with open Face the Glory of the LOR DF.—The Know- 
ledge of the Philoſopher, is like that obſcure, and ſcanty 
Information, which is but difficultly obtained by grop- 
ing with the Hand, in the Gloom of a dark Night. 
The Knowledge of the Chriſtian, is like that copious 
Influx of clear and enlarged Ideas, which We receive 
by the Mediation of the Eye, amidſt the Shining of a 
bright Day. : 
Lully, We find, has in the Book before Us, hit upon 
ſome of the moſt general and obvious Uſes, to which 
the feveral Parts of the human Body are adapted. Yet 
how „ 19 re and deficient appears his Penetration, when 
We take in the much deeper Diſcoveries, and the much 
higher Improvements of our modern Anatomy ! Thus, 
and abundantly more defective, is his Knowledge of 
moral Duties and divine Doctrines; when compared 
with what is taught Us, in the plain Sermon on the 
; Mount, and the unſtudied Epiſtles of the 7ewiſb Tent- 
maker. 
e Therefore, though I would bleſs the beneficent GOD, 
f for the Miniſtration of all the Senſes, and particularly 
„ for the noble Organs of Viſion: I would be more eſpe- 
cially thankful for that Light of the World, CHRIST 
e TFESUS and his glorious Goſpel; as well as for that 
e ſpiritual Eye, by which the One is underſtood, and the 
other ſeen a /ively Faith. I would alſo long for that 
Place of beatific Enjoyment, where our Views of the 
n, adorable GOD HEAD, and our Acquaintance with 
5 the ſublimeſt Truths, will as much tranſcend all our pre- 
ſent Apprehenſions, às the moſt enlightened Saint ex- 
ceeds the benighted Gentile. 
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Ther. The crowning Gift, that which improves—But 
why am I fo prolix? Why ſhould I reſume a Subject, 
already ſpun out to a Degree of Tediouſneſs? Why 
weary my Aſpaſio, and put his Attention to Penance? 
Ap. Dear Theron, why do You talk in this Manner? 
How can You admit ſuch a Suſpicion? How can You 
offer to drop your Narrative, juſt at this intereſting 
Point? Weary! No; I am almoſt inclined to ſpeak, 
what perhaps your Modeſty will diſlike to hear ſpeak— 

Ther. Enough. Forbear. I proceed—That which 
improves the Satisfaction, and augments the beneficial 
Effects, accruing from all the Senſes, is Speech. Speech 
makes me a Gainer, from the Eyes and Ears of other 
People; from the Ideas they conceive, and the Obſer- 
vations they make. What an admirable Inſtrument, 
for articulating the Voice, and modifying it into Speech, 
is the Tongue! The Tongue has neither Bone nor Joint; 
yet faſhions itſelf, with the utmoſt Volubility, into every 
Shape and every Poſture, which can expreſs Sentiment, 
or conſtitute Harmony. This little Collection of muſ- 
cular Fibres, under the conducting Skill of the CRE- 
ATOR, is the Artificer of our Words“. By this We 
communicate the Secrets of the Breaſt, and make our 
very Ibougbts audible. By this We inſtruct the Igno- 
rant, and comfort the Diſtreſſed; We glorify GOD, 
and edify each Other F; the Academic explains the ab- 


*I] am ſenſible, that the Glatt has a confiderable Share, in modu- 
lating the Sound, and forming the Voice. But, as the Nature and 
Office of this moſt curious Aperture, are very little known to the Ge- 
nerality of People; We chooſe to follow the popular Opinion, fo 
neatly deſcribed by the Poct, | 


Dædala Lingua 
Lingua figuratrix Verborum, Opifexque Laguelæ. 


AnTI-LUCRET. 


+ The articulating Tongue is called Our Glory, Pſal. lvii. 8. And 
ſuch indeed it is, when devoted to z2he/e Purpoſes. It is then a Dii- 
tinction, not only of Man from the brutal Herd, but of the Righteous 
from the Congregation of the Ungodly, It is then like choice Silver, 


or as à Tree of Liſe, 
ſtruſeſt 


* os D. 
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ſtruſeſt Sciences, and the Eccleſiaſtic preaches the ever- 
laſting Goſpel. 


Who would not bleſs, for this, the Gift of Speech ? 
And in the Tongue's Beneficence be rich ? 


This is likewiſe the Efficient of Mufic. It is ſoft as 
the Lyre, or ſhrill as the Trumpet; it can warble as the 
Lute, or reſound like the Organ. Connecting the Sweet- 
neſs of its Melody, with the Solemnities of Devotion, 
We tune the ſpiritual Song, and raiſe the ſacred An- 
them. We ſooth the Cares, and beguile the Toils of 
Life : We imitate the Angelic Choirs, and anticipate, 
in ſome Degree, their celeſtial Joys. As the Tongue 
requires full Scope, and an eaſy Play, it is lodged in an 
ample Cavity; and ſurrounded with Reſervoirs of Spit- 
tle, always ready to diſtil the lubricating Dews. It 
moves under a concave Roof, which ſerves as a Sound- 
ing-board to the Voice; giving it much the ſame addi- 
tional Vigour and Grace, as the Shell of a Violin adds 
to the Language of the Strings. | 

Wiſe—wonderfully wiſe, and eminently gracious, is 
the Regulation both of ſpontaneous and involuntary Mo- 
tion. Was this Regulation reverſed, what deplorable 
Inconveniencies would take place; nay, what unavoid- 
able Ruin muſt enſue !—Deplorable Inconveniencies ; if 
the Diſcharges of the Bowels, or the Evacuations of the 
Bladder, was quite independent on our Leave. Un- 
evoidable Ruin; if the Action of the Heart, required 
the Co-operation of our Thoughts; or the Buſineſs of 
Reſpiration, waited for the Concurrence of our Will. 

The Will, in ſome Caſes, has not ſo much as a ſingle 
Vote. In others, She determines and commands, like an 
abſolute Sovereign; nor is there a Monarch upon Earth, 
ſo punctually obeyed, as this Queen of the human Syſ- 
tem. If She but intimate her Pleaſure, the Spirits run, 
they fly, to execute her Orders; to ſtretch the Arm, or 
cloſe the Hand; to furrow the Brow with Frowns, or 
dimple the Cheek with Smiles, —How eaſily, as well as 

. Ii 3 punctually, 
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pundtually, are theſe Orders carried into Execution! To 
turn the Screw, or work the Lever, is laborious ard 
weariſome. But We move the Vertebræ, with all their 
appendent Chambers; We advance the Leg, with the 
whole incumbent Body; We riſe from our Seat; We 
ſpring from the Ground ; and, though much Force is 
exerted, though a very conſiderable Weight is raiſed, We 
meet with no Difficulty, We complain of no Fatigue. 

That all this ſhould be effected, without any Toll, 
and by a bare Af of the Will, is very ſurpriſing. But 
that the various Motions ſhould be made, renewed, 
continued, even while We remain entirely ignorant of 
the Manner, in which they are performed, this is till 
more aſtoniſhing. Who can play ſo much as a ſingle 
Tune upon the Spinnet, without learning the Differ- 
ence of the Keys, or ſtudying the Rudiments of Muſic! 
Impoſſible! Yet the Mind of Man touches every Spring 
of the human Machine, with the moſt maſterly Skill; 
though She knows nothing at all, concerning the Na- 
ture of her Implements, or the Praceſs of her Opera- 
tions, —We walk, We run, We leap; We throw Our- 
ſelves into a a Variety of Poſtures, and go through a 
Multitude of Exerciſes ; yet are utterly unable to ſay, 
Which Nerve ſhould be active; which Muſcle ſhould 
ſwell; or which Tendon approximate, in order to pro- 
duce any one of theſe Effects, 

Put a German Flute into the Hand even of a ſenſible 
Perſon : without a Maſter to inſtruct Him, He is at a 
Loſs to make the Inſtrument ſpeak : much leſs is He 
able to fink and foften the Sound, to exalt and extend 
the Note juſt as He pleaſes. —Yet We are ſelf-taught 
in the Method of forming, regulating, and varying the 
Voice. Naturally, and with unpremeditated Fluency, 
We give it the languiſhing Cadence of Sorrow, or the 


ſprightly Airs of Joy; the low. faultering Accents of 


Fear, or the elevated Tone and rapid Sallics of Anger. 
The Eye of a Ruſtic, who has no Notion of Optics, 

or any of its Laws, ſhall lengthen and ſhorten its Axis; 

dilate and contract its Pupil, without the leaft — 
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and with the utmoſt Propriety : adapting Atſelf, even 


with mathematical Exactneſs, to the particular Diftance 


of Objects, and the different Degrees of Light. By 
which Means, it performs ſome of the moſt curious 


Experiments in the improved Newtonian Philoſophy, 
without the leaſt Knowledge of the Science, or fo much 


as any Conſciouſneſs of its own Dexterity. 


I can never ſufficiently admire this Multiplicity of 
animated Organs ; their. finiſhed Form ; their faultleſs 
Order; and the exquiſite Regulation of all their Move- 
ments. Yet I muſt confeſs myſelf ſtruck with greater 
Admiration at the Power, the truly myſterious Power and 
Sway, which the Soul exerciſes over the Whole. Ten 
thouſand Reins are put into her Hand. She is not ac- 
quainted with their Office, their Uſe, or their Nante. 
She has not learnt ſo much as to diſtinguiſh one from 
another. Nevertheleſs, ſhe' manages all, conducts all, 
without the leaſt Perplexity or the leaſt Irregularity : 
nay, with a Promptitude, a Conſiſtency, and a Speed, 
which nothing elſe can equal ! 

Upon the Whole—Great Reaſon had Ewripides to 
call the human Body, 


Lupe rexlovGy ,, Woininuc, 


I believe, the preceding Obſervations will juſtify us, if 
we give a fuller Meaning to the Poet, and tranſlate his 
Words—The inimitably fine Workmanſhip, of a great, ſu- 
preme, unerring ARTIST. Or, as Virgil ſpeaks, with 
a Pertinency and a Spirit, which epitomizes all I have 
laid, and expreſſes all I would ſay; This bodily Struc- 
ture is indeed Nox enarrabile Textum *. 

42 Wonderfully, J perceive, and fearfully are we 
made Made of ſuch complicated Parts; each fo 


That is, A Structure, not barely corre&, or highly finiſhed, but 
{as Theron has elſewhere expreſſed it) beyond Deſcription curious. 
g + Pal. cxxxix. 14. 
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correctly faſhioned, and all ſo exactly arranged“; every 
one executing ſuch curious Functions, and many of 


them operating in ſo myſterious a Manner; as may 


juſtly render Us a Vonder 10 Ourſelves.— Since Health 
depends upon ſo many minute Requiſites; upon ſuch a 
numerous Aſſemblage of moving Organs, ſince a. ſingle 
Secretion ſtopped, may deſtroy the ſalutary Tempera- 
ture of the Fluids; or a ſingle Wheel clogged, may put 
an End to the vital Motion of the Solids : with what 
holy Fear, ſheuld We paſs the Time of our Sojourning Here 
belew f Truſting, for continual Preſervation, not merely 
on our own Care; not merely on alimentary Recruits ; 
but on that Omnipotent Hand, which formed the ad- 
mirable Machine. That the ſame Hand, which pre- 
pared the Pullies, and hung on the Weights, may daily 
wind up the Wheels. May never ceaſe to ſuperintend 
their Agency, and ſupport our Being F. © | 
When We: conſider the extenſive Contrivance, and 
delicate Mechaniſm What Plans of Geometry ||, have 
been laid; what Operations & of Chemiſtry, - are per- 
formed; in a Word, what Miracles of Art and Elegance 


* St. Paul's Language on the Subject is exceedingly beautiful and 

expreſſive, Evrapuonclguemer xas (vucicaGoperosr, Eph. iv. 16. The ſe- 
veral Parts moſt nicely adapted to each other, and moſt perfectly har- 
monizing with the Whole. All afficiated with that Propriety, and con- 
nected with that Firmneſs, which are the very Foundation of Symme- 
try, Vigour, and Agility.—Both the Images uſed by the Apoſtle are 
comprehended in oze Hebrew Word, 1212! aptavit, flabilivit. Job 
XXXIi. 15. ed | 
ENT x” Denen. | 
1 Agreeably to that philoſophical Maxim, Creatio & Conſerwatio 
eadem t Adtis: and to thofe ſcriptural Acknowledgments, It is 
GOD, ho holdeth our Soul in Life; He is the Length of our Days; 
his Vifitation preſerveth our Spirit, 

In the Muſcles alone, fays Mr. Ray, there ſeems to be more 
Geometry, than in all the artificial Engines in the World, 

$ Plans, Operations. — Job, ſpeaking of the human Structure, uſes a 
Word expreſſive of both theſe Ideas. Thy Hands have made me, ſays 
our Tranſlation, . But the Original mary ſignifies abundantly more, 
It is applied to Artificers, who undertake ſome curious and elaborate 
Work; which coſts them much Study, and great Pains, Much Study, 
to plan ; and great Pajns, to execute, Fob x, 8, 
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are executed; in order to furniſh Us with the neceſſary 
Recruits, and the ſeveral Delights of Life Is there not 
abundant Reaſon to cry out, with the ſame inſpired 
Writer; “ How dear are thy Counſels unto me, O GOD! 
« Thy Counſels of creating Wiſdom ! Thou haſt not 
« been ſparing, but even laviſh of thy artificial and 
ce elaborate Deſigns. Thou haſt omitted no Expe- 
« dient, which might eſtabliſh my Eaſe ; enlarge my 
Comfort; and promote, yea complete my bodily 
« Happineſs !'”” And is not this a moſt endearing: Obli- 
gation, to preſent our Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to GOD*? 

Should We not, every One, acknowledge with Da- 
vid ? Thy Hands have made me, and faſhioned me—pray 
with David? O give me ſpiritual Underſtanding and godly 
Zeal—and reſolve with David? that I may learn and 
* thy Commandments f? What Thou, LORD, haſt, 

© with ſo much Curioſity contrived, with ſo much Ac- 
ce curacy framed, and with ſo much Liberality adorned, 
« I would fain devote to thy Glory. Never, O] never 
ce let me debaſe to the Drudgery of Satan, nor proſti- 
« tute to the Slavery of my Luſts, thoſe Members and 
« thoſe Faculties, on which Thou haſt beſtowed ſo 
« much divine Coſt and heavenly Skill. Let them all 
« be Servants of Righteouſneſs, and Inſtruments of Ho- 
« lineſs. Let them all be Veſſels of Honour; ſanctified 
and Þ meet for their indulgent CREAT OR's Ser- 
« vice. That I may glorify the great AUTHOR of 
« Exiſtence, with my Body and with my Spirit, which are, 
« as to Workmanſhip, Property, and Redemption, 
« wholly bis |.” 

Ther. With my Spirit—Ay ; what is this Manſion of 
Fleſh, though 10 exquiſitely wrought, compared with 
that ſublime and immortal Inhabitant, which reſides 
within? 


al intellectual Being; 
7 2 Thoughts, which wander through Eternity d 4 


Rom. x11. 1. + Pſal. cxix. 73. 2 Tim. ii. 21. 


| 1 Cor. vi. 20. Mirrox. 
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This Confideration inclines me'to think, that, if the 
Caſket be ſo highly poliſhed, the Jewel cannot be ſo ex- 
ceſſively coarſe, as my Aſpafio's Doctrine of original 
Corruption ſuppoſes. 

Aſp. 1 perceive your Aim, Theron. But muſt beg 
leave at preſent, to decline all Overtures for a Diſpute. 
If my Arguments have failed, your Deſcription has an- 
ſwered its End. I cannot ſuffer my Thoughts to be 
diverted from a Subject, which is ſo very engaging, yet 
ſo rarely diſcuſſed. I have ſuch a ſtrong Deſire to re- 
collect and retain what has been obſerved, that even 
your Converſation will, at this JunCture, loſe its Reliſh. 
Here therefore I put a Period to our Diſcourſe, and 
muſt break away from your.Company, in order to rumi- 
nate and digeſt my Notions, in ſome ſequeſtred lonely 
Walk. Unleſs You will permit me, before I retire, to 
make one Remark. —And let it not ftartle my Friend, 
if I venture to ſay, That, amidſt all his curious Obſer- 
vations, He has forgot the principal Circumſtance of 
Honour and Excellence, which dignifies the human Body. 

They. I have omitted many fine and admirable Pro- 
perties, I confeſs. But ſure I have not forgot the prin- 
cipal and moſt diſtinguiſhing. | 

Aſp. You need not be diſpleaſed with Yourſelf. It 
argues no Defe& in your Diſſertation. The Circum- 
Kance J have in my View, could never be diſcovered, 
by following the Diſſecting-knife. It is learnt, not 
from Cheſelden's Draughts, or the Tables of Albinus ; 
but from the Word of Revelation. What I mean, is 
This—The human Body was exalted to a moſt intimate 
and perſonal Union, with the eternal SON of GOD- 
He who decorated the Heaven with Stars, and crowned 
the Stars with Luſtre; HE vouchſafed to be made Fleſh , 
and was found in Faſhion as a Man f. —Nay, this is, even 
now, the Apparel of that majeſtic and adorable PER- 
SON, He 1s clothed with our Nature; He wears our 
yery Limbs; and appears in the Dreſs of Humanity, 


* John i, 14. + Phil, ii. 8. -_ 
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even at the Right-hand of GOD, and at the Head of 
all the heavenly Hoſts. | 9 2 
What think You of another Privilege, mentioned 
the Apoſtle? Your Bodies are the Temple of the HO'L 
GHOST“. Not your Souls only, but your very Bo- 
dies, are the Shrine, in which the High and Holy ONE 
that inhabiteth Eternity, condeſcends to dwell, HE, 
who ſitteth between the Cherubim, and walketh in the 
Circuit of the Skies, is pleaſed to ſanctify theſe earthly 
Tenements, and to chooſe them for his own Habitation. 
Is not this a much grander Embelliſhment, than all their 
matchleſs Contrivance and maſterly Workmanſhip ? Juſt 
as the Rod which budded, and the Manna, which was 
miraculouſly preſerved ; the ſacred Oracle of Urim and 
Thummim ; with the Cloud of Glory covering the Mercy- 
ſeat; were a much more eminent Diſtinction to 
mon's Temple, than the moſt heightened Beauties of 
ArchiteQure. 
Nor muſt I omit the Dignity—the tranſcendent and 
amazing Dignity—which is reſerved for theſe Syſtems 
of Fleſh, at the Reſurrection of the Juſt. They will 
then be refined and improved, into the moſt perſect 
State, and the moſt beauteous Form. Surpaſſing what- 
ever is reſplendent and amiable in the moſt ornamental 
Appearances of material Nature. They will be purer 
than the unſpotted Firmament; brighter than the moſt 
brilliant Stars; and, which exceeds all Parallel, which 
comprehends all Perfection, they will be made like unto 
CHRIST's glorious Body f. Like that- incomparably 
glorious Body, which the bleſſed FESUS wears, in his 
celeſtial Kingdom, and on his triumphant Throne : 
en 


* 1 Cor, vi. 19. + Phil, iii. 21. 

This is a Circumſtance, rather inexprefſibly marvellous, Let the 
Chriſtian, who, like the Writer of this Note, languiſhes under a 
ſickly Conſtitution, think upon it with peculiar Attention, and with 
peculiar Pleaſure.—The Body of CHRIST is, if I miſtake not, the 
nobleſt and moſt finiſhed Part of the material Creation.— To have 
formed it in the Womb of the Virgin, is, perhaps, the ſtrongeſt _ 
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When We add all theſe magnificent Prerogatives, which 
are revealed in Scripture, to all thoſe inimitable Niceties, 
which are diſplayed by Anatomiſts, what Thankful- 
neſs, what Admiration, can equal ſuch a Profuſion of 
Favours? | | 


ben all thy Mercies, O my GOD, 
WM rifng Soul ſurveys, | 
Tranſported with the View I'm loft 
In Wonder, Love, and Praiſe ! 


of the Omnipotence and Divinity of the bleſſed SPIRI T.—This 
Body ftands, as the Firft-born in the Family of GOD, poſſeſſing the 
Excellency of Dignity and the Excellency of Power.—In the Mount 
of Transfiguration, it © ſhone like the Sun. To Saul, in his Jour. 
ney towards Damaſcus, it ſhone, „above the Brightneſs of the Sun.“ 
And who can tell how illuftriouſly it will ſhine; when the Man 
CHRIST FESUS comes in the Clouds of Heaven, and takes his 
Seat on the great Tribunal ?—But this We can tell; of this We are 
ſure ; that theſe Bodies of ours; though now (Cupere T1; Tamuuorw;, 
Phil. 111. 21.) enfeebled by Sickneſs, polluted by Sin, and ſoon to be 
degraded in the Duſt; that theſe very Bodies will, at our REDEEM. 
ER's Appearing, be exalted to the ſame State of Purity and Perfec- 
tion, the ſame Life of Immortality and Glory, with his own. —Bleſſed 
be GOD for this delightful Hope! No Reſtorative fo efficacious. 
No Cordial ſo ſovereign, | 
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b pp Morning had been wet. At Noon the Rain 
| ceaſed, But the Heavens ſtill continued gloomy. 
Towards Evening, a gentle eaſtern Gale ſprung up; 
which diſſipated the dead Calm, and cleared the Face of 
the Sky. The Sun, which had been muffled in Clouds, 
dropped the Veil. Diſengaged from the duſky Shroud, 
He ſhone forth with peculiar Splendor. His Beams, en- 
deared by their late Suſpenſion, were doubly welcome, 
and produced unuſual Gaiety. 

At this Juncture Theron and Aſpaſio walked abroad. 
They walked alternately on the Terraces ; one of which 
was oppoſite to the Country, the other contiguous to the 
Parterre. —Where the Gales, . impregnated with the 
freſheſt Exhalations of Nature, breathed the Smell of 
Meads, and Fields, and Groves. —Or elſe, ſhaking the 


Cluſters of Roſes, and ſweeping the Beds of Fragrance, 


they flung Balm and Odours through the Air. 

At a Diſtance, were heard the Bleatings of the Flock, 
mingled with the Lowings of the milky Mothers. 
While more melodious Muſic, warbled from the neigh- 
bouring Boughs, and ſpoke aloud the Joy of their fea-. 
thered Inhabitants.—And not only ſpoke their Joy, but 
ſpread an additional Charm over all the Landicape. For, 
amidſt ſuch Strains of native Harmony, the breathing 


Perfumes ſmell more ſweet ; the ſtreaming Rills ſhine 


more clear; and the univerſal Proſpect looks more 


gay. 
Then 
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Then was experienced, what Milton ſo delicately de- 
. ſcribes; | 


As toben, from Mountain-tops the duſty Clouds 
Aſcending, while the North Wind fleeps, o'erſpread 
Heav'n's chearful Face, the lowring Element 
Scowls o'er the darken'd Landſcape Snow or Show'r : 
F chance the radiant Sun with farewel Sweet 
Extend bis Evening Beam, the Fields revive, 

The Birds their Notes renew, and bleating Herds 
Atteſt their Foy, that Hill and Valley rings. 


With Wonder and Delight our Friends obſerved, both 
the exquiſite Beauty, and the immenſe Magnificence of 
Things.—They were ſtruck with the moſt profound 
Veneration of that Almighty MAJESTY ; who hung 
the Sun in Vaults of Azure, and clothed his Orb with 
Robes of Luſtre. Whoſe Right-hand ſpanneth the Hea- 
vens , and ftretcheth them out as a Tent, for innumerable 
Creatures, Worlds, Syſtems to dwell in f.—Charmed 
they were, at the Conſideration of the CREATOR's 
boundleſs Beneficence. Who lifts up the Light of his 
Countenance, and Joy is ſhed ; who opens his munifi- 
cent Hand, and Plenty is poured, throughout all the 
Regions of the Univerſe. Inſomuch, that even inani- 
mate Beings ſeem to ſmile under a Senſe of the Bleſ- 
ſings: and though they find not a Tongue to praiſe, yet 
ſpeak their Acclamations by their gladdened Looks. 


Ther. How very different, Aſpaſio, is this delightful 
Appearance of Things, from your ill-favoured Doctrine 
of original Guilt, and original Depravity ! Your Doc- 
trine is a Contradiction to the Language of Nature. 
Nature ſays, through all her Works, © That GOD is 
« good, and Men are made to be happy.” Whereas, 
your Opinion would turn the whole World into a vaſt 
Hoſpital, and make every individual Perſon, a Leper or 
a Lazarus. 


* Iſai. xlviii. 13. + Iſai, xl, 22, 
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Aſp. 1 join with my Theron, and with univerſal Na- 
ture, in bearing witneſs to the Goodneſs of our GOD. 
And nothing, I am perſuaded, diſplays it more, nothing 
manifeſts it ſo much, as the Doctrine of our Fall in 
Adam, connected with our Recovery in CHRIST.— 
Only in one Particular I am obliged to diſſent. It is not 
my Opinion that would make, but the Sin of our Fore- 
father which has made, the whole World an Infirmary, 
and every individual Perſon a Leper. 

Ther. At this Rate, You would croud into that fingle 
A& of Diſobedience, Evils more numerous, and more 
fatal, than the Plagues which were lodged in Pandora's 
Box, or the Troops which were ſtowed in the Trojan 
Horſe. | 

Aſp. Far more numerous, and infinitely more perni- 
cious,—The Fable of Pandora's Box ſeems to have been 
a Shred of the Doctrine, picked up by the Heathen 
Wits, and faſhioned according to their ſportive Fancy. 
This would, if there was any Occaſion for ſuch weak 
Aſſiſtance, bring in the Pagan Theology, as a ſubſidiary 
Evidence to our Cauſe. —The Trejan Horſe poured 
Ruin upon a ſingle City; but the primitive Tranſgreſ- 
ſion entailed Miſery upon all Generations. 

Ther. You have es this heavy Charge pretty 
ſtrenuouſly, I muſt confeſs. But without deſcending to 
Facts, or appealing to Experience. All the Invectives are 
general and declamatory, none pointing and particular. 

Aſp. It is eaſy, my dear Friend, too caſy to draw up 
2 particular Bill of Indictment; and not only to ſpecify 
the Facts, but to demonſtrate the Charge, Experience, 
{ad Experience will furniſh Us with a Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, and prove my Remonſtrances to be more than In- 
vectives. | 

Were we to diſſect human Nature, as, in our laſt Con- 
ference, You treated the Animal Syſtem, we ſhould find 
the Leproly of Corruption, ſpreading itlelf through our 
whole Frame, For which Reaſon, it is ſtyled, by an 
inſpired Writer, „ The Old Man“.“ — Old; becauſe, 


* Rom, v1. 6. 


in 
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in its Commencement, it was early as the Fall ; and, in 
1ts Communication to Individuals, is coeval with their 
Being. Man; becauſe it has tainted the Body, infected 
the Soul, and diſordered the whole Perſon. 

St. Paul, deſcribing a profligate Converſation, ſpeaks 
in this remarkable Manner; fulfilling the Deſires of the 
Fleſh, and of the Mind*, By the Defires of the Fleſh, 
He means thoſe irregular Inclinations, which correſpond 
with the animal Part of our Conſtitution. By the De- 
fires of the Mind, He denotes thoſe evil Propenſities, 
which are more immediately ſeated in the intellectual Fa- 
culties. And by both, He very ſtrongly RO the 
total Depravation of our Nature. 

Ther. What You call evil Propenſities, I am an to 
think, are not really ſinful, but appointed for the 7ryal 
of our Virtue. —Nay, ſince they are confeſſedly natural, 
they cannot be in themſelves evil. Becauſe, upon this 
Suppoſition, G OD, who is the Author of our Nature, 
would be the Author alſo of our Sin. . 

Ap. Then You imagine, that Propenſities to Evil, 
are void of Guilt, This is the Popiſþ Notion, but nei- 
ther the Maſaic nor the Apoſtolic Doctrine. In the Law 
of Moſes it is written, Thou ſbalt not Covet f. The Di- 
vine LEGISLATOR prohibits, not only the ini- 
quitous Practice, but the Evil Deſire.— The Apoſtle 
gives it in charge to the Colaſſians, Mortify your Members, 
which are upon the Earth ; ' Fornication, Uncleanneſs, inor- 
dinate Affection, and, which is the Source of all, evil Con- 
cupiſcence F. Now, muſt not that be ſinful, which is con- 
trary to GOD's holy Nature, and a Tranſgreſſion of his 
holy Law? Can that be free from Guilt, which We are 
commanded to mortify ? Which, if not mortified, deno- 
minates Us Children of Diſobedience, and ſubjects Us to 
the Wrath | of GOD ? 

Though theſe Propenſities are confeſſedly natural, 
2 * evil ee e Tho ſacred Writers 


 * Eph. it. 3. + Exod. xx. 17. t Col. iii. 5. 
Col. iii. 6. 
repreſent 
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repreſent what is natural, as contrary to what is ſpiritual. 


Inſtead of commending it, as innocent; they condemn 


it, as fooliſh *, baſe t, and criminal . Neither does this 
make the AUTHOR of our Nature, the Author of 
our Sin. But it proves, that our Nature has ſuſtained 
a deſtructive Blaſt : that it is quite different from its ori- 
ginal State: that, what is ſpoken of the Maelitiſb People, 


is applicable to the human Race; I planted Thee a noble 


Vine, whelly a right Seed : how then art Thou turned into 
the degenerate Plant of a ſtrange Vine]? 

However, let Us obſerve your Propoſal : dwell no 
longer on general Hints, but deſcend to a particular Ex- 
amination, As our Examination will chiefly reſpect 
the Soul, let me enquire, What are her principal Fa- 
culties ? 84 

Ther. The Underſtanding, the Will, and the IA fections. 
Theſe are the moſt diſtinguiſhing Powers, which that 
Queen of the human Oeconomy retains in her Service. 
— Theſe, like the ſeveral Diſtributions of ſome ample 
River, run through the whole Man; to quicken, ferti- 
lize, and enrich all his Converſation. —But You. repre- 
ſent them bitter, as the Waters of Marah; unwholeſome, 
as the Streams of Jericho; noxious, as the Pottage pre- 
pared for the Sons of the Prophets. 

Aſp. Nor is this a Miſrepreſentation, For, ſuch they 
really are; till divine Grace, like Moſes's Wood &, like 
Eliſba's Salt C, or the Meal ** caſt in by that holy Man 
of GOD, fweeten them, heal them, and render their 
Operations ſalutary. | | 

The Underſtanding claims our firſt Regard. —This, 
however qualified to ſerve the Purpoſes of civil Life, is 
unable to, diſcover the Truths in which Wiſdom conſiſts ; 
or to form the Tempers, from which Happineſs flows. 

Let Us take our Specimen, not from the uncultivated 
Savages of Afric, but from the politeſt Nation in Eu- 
rope. The Grecians piqued themſelves on their intellec- 


* x Cor. ii. 14, +2 Pet. ii. 12. f Eph. ii. 3. || Jer. ii. 27. 
$ Exod. xv. 25, © 2 Kings ii, 21, 22, ** 2 Kings iv. 41. 
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tual Accompliſhments. They termed all the reſt of 
Mankind Barbarians, Yet, even theſe Sons of Science, 
profeſſing themſelves wiſe, were, in Fact, egregious Fools*, 
Not to enumerate the ſhocking Immoralities, which 
the Poets aſcribed to their Deities. Not to infiſt upon 
the groſs Idolatries, which the common People practiſed 


in their Worſhip. Even their Philoſophers, the moſt im- 


proved and penetrating Geniuſes, were unacquainted with 
the very firſt Principle F of true Religion. Even they 
could not pronounce, with an unfaultering Tongue , 
« That GOD 1s oxe.” 

| ber. 


* Rom. ii. 22. - 

+ The firſt of all the Commandments is, Hear, O Iſrael, The LORD 
auf GOD is ons LORD; and Thou ſhalt love the LORD, &c. 
Mark xii. 29. From which it * that the Urity of the GOD. 
HEAD, is the Foundation of all the divine Commandments, and of 
all human Worſhip. That it is impoſſible to give the LORD the 
Honour due unto his Name, unleſs We regard Him as the Poſſeſſor of 
all Perfection; to whom no Being is equal, or ſecond, or in any De- 
gree comparable. | 

t Unfaultering—For though, in Pl1t;z's Book of Laws, We meet 
with e O Or, Ot again and again; yet He ſoon departs 
from this /ound Speech, and relapſes into the Language of Idolatry. 

A learned and ingenious Friend, would fain have Socrates exempted 
from this Charge. —I wiſh, I could gratify his benevolent Temper, 
and ſpare that amiable Philoſopher. But, however juſtly He may ex- 
preſs Himſelf on ſome Occaſions, at other Times He wavers; He 
evidently revolts ; and is moſt pitiably inconſiſtent with Himſelf. — 
Even in his excellent Conference with Ariſtademus, where He argues 
admirably well for the Exiſtence, He cannot ſteadily adhere to the 
Unity of the GODHEAD.—Nay ; in his laſt ſolemn Apology before 
his Judges, He publicly nounces the Truth; declares, that He wor- 
ſhipped thoſe Gods, which were acknowledged by his Countrymen ; 
worſhipped them, and no other; on the ſame Feſtivals, at the ſame 
Altars, and in the ſame (idalatmus) Manner, —No other : theſe are his 
Words, Ovre yap eywyn arri A., x Hag, x, r (vv Terhi; Ow, 271 
Gvwy Tit xf Aauiuoony, UTS OjaVUG, UTE OVOUACW?Y ang; IT araneOnvia. 
Socrart. Memor. Lib. I. c. 1. Sect. 11. 24. 

Let none conclude, from this or any other Paſſage, That We would 
conſign over all the Heathens to Damnation, This is as far from our 
Intention, as it is foreign to the Argument, We are only like Wit- 
neſſes, ſummoned to give in our Evidence. From which it appears, 
that the very beſt among the Gentiles, were ignorant of the true GOD; 
or, if they knew Him, in any Degree, they glorified Him not as GOD; 
but became ain in their Imagination, and vile in their _ * 
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Ther. With regard to the Philoſophers, the Prejudices 
of a wrong Education, might pervert their Judgment ; 
or, in compliance with the prevailing Mode, they might 
adopt Cuſtoms, and aſſent to Notions, which they did 
not thoroughly approve. 

Aſp. A poor Compliment this to their Integrity! Had 
been their Advocate, methinks, I would have given up 
the Sagacity of my Clients, rather than their Fidelity 
to the Cauſe of GOD and of Truth. 

With reference to the ſupreme GOOD, they were 
equally at a loſs.— There's not one among all the infe- 
rior Creatures; not even the crawling Worm, or the 
buzzing Fly ; but perceives what is beneficial, and pur- 


ſues it; diſcerns what is pernicious, and avoids it. Vonder 


Caterpillar, whoſe Nouriſhment is from one particular 
Species of Vegetables, never makes a wrong Applica- 
tion to another : never is allured by the Fragrance of the 
Auricula, or dazzled by the Splendor of the Tulip ;. but 
conſtantly diſtinguiſhes, and as conſtantly adheres to 'the 
Leaf, which affords her the proper Food. So ſagacious 
are the meaneſt Animals, with relation to their reſpective 
Happineſs ! While the moſt celebrated of the Heathen 
Sages, were on a Subject of the very ſame Import, mere 
Dotards.— Varro reckons up no leſs than two hundred 
and eighty-eight different Opinions, concerning the true 
Good ; and not one of them derives it from the true 
Source. I mean a Conformity to the ever-bleſſed GOD, 
and an Enjoyment of his infinite Perfections. 

If, on theſe leading Points, they were ſo erroneous ; 
no Wonder, that they were bewildered in their other 
Reſearches. No Wonder, that, being thus fooliſh, they 
were alſo diſobedient ; that, having loſt * their Way to 


Whether they ſhall obtain Mercy, or which of them ſhall be Objects 
of divine Clemency, is left li to the Determination of their ſupreme, 
unerring, righteous JUDGE: 

—— Non noſtrum eft tantas componere Lites. Vince. 

* Tit. iii. 3. The Original is a\urwpon,—The Caſe of the Gre. 
cians and Romans was touched upon, pag. 407-S. But the true Deciſion 
of this Enquiry, and the true Character of thoſe People may be ſeen, 
Rem, i. 21, 22, &c. to the End of the Chapter, 
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Happineſs, they took every Deceiver for a Guide, and 
ſerved divers Luſts and Pleaſures. 


Ther. We are not enquiring into the Circumſtances 
of this or that particular Nation; but into the State of 
Mankind in general. 

Aſp. Caſt your Eyes, Theron, upon thoſe Swallows, 
They ſhoot themſelves, with ſurpriſing Rapidity, through 
the Air. I ſhould take them for ſo many living Ar- 
rows, were it not for their ſhifting, winding, wanton Mo- 
tions.—Are not theſe what You call Birds of Paſſage ? 

Ther. Theſe, and ſome other of the feathered Race, 
are our conſtant Viſitants in Summer; but leave Us, at 
the Approach of Winter. As ſoon as the Weather be. 
comes cold, they aſſemble themſelves in a Body; and 
concert Meaſures, for their Departure. Vo convenes 
the Aſſembly bat Debates ariſe Or how they com- 
municate the Reſolution. taken—I do not preſume to 
ſay. This is certain, that not one them diſlodges, 
till the Affair is ſettled, and the Proclamation has been 
publiſned. Not a ſingle Loiterer is to be ſeen, when 
the Troops are preparing for their Decampment; nor a 
ſingle Straggler to be found, when they have once begun 
their March.— Having finiſhed their Journey through 
the Land, their Wings become a Sort of Sails * ; and 
they launch, though not into, yet over the Ocean. With- 
out any Compaſs, to regulate their Courſe ; or any Chart, 
to make Obſervations in their Voyage ; they arrive 
ſafely at the deſired Shore. And what is ſtill more ex- 
traordinary, they always find the readieſt Way, and the 
ſhorteſt Cut. . 

Aſp. The Stork in the Heavens knoweth her appointed 
Times: and the Turtle, and the Crane, and the Swallow, 
obſerve the Time of their Coming : but my People know not 
the Fudgment of their GOD f. The young Ones of 


thoſe Birds perceive, how abſolutely neceſſary it is, to 


forſake the Land of their Nativity, and travel in queſt 


* Remigio Alarum. V1RG, + Jer, viii. 7. 
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of milder Climes.— But our Offspring, even when their 
Minds begin to open, are brutiſh in their Knowledge *, 
Born they are, and too long continue, lite the wild Aſs's 
Colt 7. Not only quite deſtitute of heavenly Wiſdom, 
but ſtupid to apprehend it, and averſe to receive it, As 


ſoon as they are born, they go aſtray, and— 


Ther. Go aſtray — To what is this owing, but to the 
bad Examples they behold? They catch the wayward 


Habit, from the irregular Converſation of others. 


Aſp. Is not this a Confirmation of my Point ? Why 
are they yielding Clay Þ to each bad Impreſſion ?—Caſe- 
hardened Steel to every edifying Application? To do 
Miſchief, to be proud of their Apparel, to ſeek Revenge |}, 
they are not teachable only, bur ſelf-taught. Whereas, 
if You would affect them with a Senſe of divine Things, 
or bring them acquainted with GOD their Maker; 
Line muſt be upon Line, Line upon Line: Precept muſt be 
upon Precept, Precept upon Precept: Here a little, and there 
a litile d. What farther corroborates my Sentiment, is, 


® Jer. x. 14. 

+ Job xi. 12. How keenly is this Compariſon pointed! Like the 
Aßt's, an Animal remarkable for its Stupidity, even to a Proverb.— 
Like the 's Colt, which muſt be ſtill more egregiouſly ſtupid than 
the Dam.— Like the wild i Colt, which is net only blockiſh, but 
ſtubborn and intractable; neither poſſeſſes valuable Qualities by Na- 
ture, nor will eafily receive them by Diſcipline.—The Image, in the 
Original, is yet more ſtrongly touched. The comparative Particle 
like is not in the Hebrew ; born a Wild Aſs's Colt; or, as We ſhould ſay 
in Engliſh, a mere wild, &c, © 

Cerens in Vitium flecti. 

|| This 1s evident, from the Succeſs of a Method, frequently but in. 

judiciouſly uſed to quiet Children. The Method I mean, of beating 
the Thing, which has raiſed their Indignation. 

$ A great Critic, has laid down the following Rule, to be obſerved 
in fine Writing ; h | 

"Tis not enough no Harſheſs gives Offence, 

The Sound muſt be an Echo to the Senſe, Por 's Eſſay on Critici/m. 
Never was this delicate Maxim more nicely exemplified, than in the 
above. cited Paſſage of //aiah, Chap. xxviii. 13.—Another Inſtance of 
the ſame kind occurs in the ſeventh Verſe, Where the Language ſeems 
to mimic the reeling, ftraggling, giddy Motions of a Drunkard : while 
it iterates and reiterates the Idea; expreſſes the ſame Thing, in a dif- 
ferent and ftill different Manner; with an apparent, and, in this Caſe, 
a ſignificant Circumrotation of Words. 
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That all theſe tender Toils of Erudition are generally 
unwelcome; are too often unſucce ſsful; nay, will always be 
ineffectual, without the Concurrence of Almighty Grace. 
Beſides, Theron, if this Propenſity to Evil be obſerva- 
ble in all Children, it ſeems more than probable, that 
the unhappy Bias is derived from their Parents, rather 
than catched from their Neighbours ; and owing, not 
to the Influence of external Examples, but to a Prin- 
ciple of internal Corruption“. Neglect the Education 
of Children, and You are ſure to have their Manners 
evil, their Lives unprofitable. Nay, only remit your 
Endeavours, and they loſe what has been gained: they 
ſtart aſide, like a broken Bow] f. And wherefore this? 
Why do they not, without the Rules of Diſcipline or 
Leſſons of Inſtruction, ſpontaneouſly addict themſelves to 
the Exerciſe of every Virtue? Juſt as the Cygnets, in 
yonder Canal, ſpontaneouſly take to the Element of 
Water, and the Act of ſwimming. | 
That Bed, in the Garden before Us, will ſuggeſt the 
Reaſon. It has been digged and dreſſed this very Day. 
It now lies ſmooth and clean. Not a ſingle Weed 
appears on its Surface. Yet, how certainly will it, in 
a very little Time, produce a plenteous Growth of thoſe 
vegeteable Nuiſances ?—W hence can this proceed? No 
Hand will ſow them. No Wiſh will invite them. But 
the Seeds, though unperceived by any Eye, are already 
there. Diſſeminated by the Winds, they have mixed 


themſelves with the Mold, and are ſunk into the Soil. — 


So, juſt ſo, it is with our Children. The Seeds of Ini- 
quity are within} them ; and, unleſs proper Diligence 


St. Paul confeſſes, that He and his Fellow-ſaints were, in their 
unconverted State, depraved: and this, not d T1 «£4, by Cuſtom or 
Habit, but vor, by Nature. Eph. ii. 3. | 

t Ad Mores Natura returrit 
* Damnatos, fixa  mutari neſtia. Juv Ex. 


t Whoever chooſes to examine the Seeds, the poiſonous Seeds, 
which are lodged in this Nzr/ery of all Evil, may ſee a Sample of them 
in our LOR D's Deſcription, Mart vii. 20, 21, 22, 23. Where He 
characterizes the Heart, not barely of the hypocritical Phariſee, or the 
abandoned Publican, but ef Mankind in general. 

be 
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be exerted by Us, unleſs gracious Aſſiſtance be vouch- 
ſafed from above, they will aſſuredly ſpring up; over- 
run their Souls; and diſhonour their Lives. 

Ther. Let Us leave the Children, and make Men the 
Subject of our Enquiry. : 
Aſp. In this Reſpe&, Theron, 


Men are but Children of a larger Growth. 


We may leave the Veſt or Hanging-ſleeve Coat, but 
We ſhall till find the Follies of the Child. —In Youth, 
what low Ambition, and Fondneſs for deſpicable Plea- 
ſures !—In Manhood, what a keen Purſuit of tranſitory 
Wealth; yet what a cold Inattention to GOD and Ho- 
lineſs !—Men, and Men too of enlarged Underſtand- 
ing, whoſe Penetration on other Subjects, is piercing as 
the Eagle's Sight, are, on the moſt important Points, 
blind as the incaverned Mole ? 

Ther. What! is the Underſtanding like the moſt dim- 
ſighted Animal, when lodged in her darkeſt Retirement? 
That ſublime Faculty of the Soul; which lends her 
Eye to all the reſt; ſits at the Helm, and directs their 
Motions ? 

Aſp. You remember, I preſume, that beautiful Paſſage 
in Milton“; which Mr. Addiſon ſo highly admires, and 
ſo judiciouſly illuſtrates. The Paſſage I mean, where 
the Archangel Michael comes down, to advertiſe Adam 
of future Events, and to execute the Sentence of divine 
Juſtice. 

Ther. J remember it perfectly well.—In the Eaſt, the 
great Light of Day lies under an Eclipſe. —In the Weſt, 
a bright Cloud deſcends, more luminous than the Sun 
itſelf, The whole Theatre of Nature is darkened, that 
this glorious Machine may appear in all its Magnificence 
and Beauty, From this radiant Meteor, the Potentate 
of Heaven alights; and advances, with a majeſtic State- 
lineſs, to meet Adam. 


* Book XI. 203, Ec. 
Kk 4 
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Asp. Should you ſee ſuch an auguſt Perſonage, alight- 
ing from his ſplendid Chariot, and walking amidſt the 
thronged Streets of a City ?—Should You behold every 
One intent upon his Buſineſs or Diverfions; ſtruck with 
no Awe; paying no reverential Regard to this celeſtial 
Viſitant ; what would You think ? | 
Ther. I ſhould certainly ſuſpect, that ſome ſuperior 
Power had drawn a Veil over their Sight, and hid this 
wonderful SpeCtacle from their View. 
Aſp. Such is really the Caſe with all Mankind by 
Nature, and with the Generality of People, during their 
whole Life.— GOD, the infinitely great GOD, is in 
every Place. Yet how few advert to his Preſence !— 
All Nature exhibits Him to their Senſes ; yet, perhaps, 
He is not in any of their Thoughts. 
The Sun, . clothed in tranſcendent Brightneſs, moſt 
illuſtriouſly diſplays his MAK E R's Glory. The 
Moon, though dreſt in fainter Beams, has Luſtre enough 
to ſhew Us the adorable DEIT Y, and his marvelous 
Perfections. The Stars, fixed as they are at an unmea- 
ſurable Diſtance, and /z/ened almoſt to a Point, come in 
with their Evidence, and magnify their CREATOR 
to a gazing but unaffected World. 
The Air whiſpers his Clemency in the gentle, the 
refreſhing Gales of Spring. If We take no Notice of 
this ſoft perſuaſive Addreſs, the Tone is elevated; the 
Majeſty of JEHOVAH ſounds aloud, in r 
Winds, and rending Storms. Vet both Expedients fail. 
Man is like the deaf Adder, that ſtoppeth her Ears. 
He refuſeth to hear the Voice of the Charmers, charm 
they never ſo ſweetly, never ſo forcibly. | 
Each Flower, arrayed in Beauty, and breathing Per- 
fume, courts our Affections for its infinitely amiable 
AUTHOR.—Not a Bird that ſings among the 
Branches, nor a Brook that murmurs over the Pebbles, 
but invites our Praiſe, or chides our Ingratitude.—All 
the Claſſes of Fruits depoſit their Atteſtation on our 
Palates, yet ſeldom reach our Hearts, They give Us 
a Proof 
2 
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a Proof of the divine Benignity; a Proof, as undeniable 
as It is pleaſing, and too often as inefe#ual alſo. 

In ſhort, the whole Creation is a Kind of magnificent 
Embaſly from its Almighty LORD ; deputed to pro- 
claim his Excellencies, and demand our Homage. Yet, 
who has not diſregarded the former, and with-held the 
latter ?!—How Few walk, as ſeeing HIM that is invi- 
ſible, or have Fellowſhip with the FATHER of Spi- 
rits ? Though, to walk before Him, is our highe/ft Dignity ; 
and to have Fellowſhip with Him, is our oxy Felicity? 

Ther. This is owing to Inattention, rather than to any 
Blindneſs or Defect in Man's Underſtanding. The 
many Works of Genius, which have been produced in 
various Ages, are an abundant Proof of his intellectual 
Capacity.—Have not the Seas been traverſed, and the 
Skies meaſured? Has not the Earth been diſemboweled 
of its choiceſt Treaſures ; while its Surface is beautified 
with Towns, Cities, Palaces, innumerable ?—What fine 
Arts are invented and exerciſed ; and to what a Pitch of 
Perfection are they carried? Arts that ſeem, if not to 
exceed, at leaſt to rival Nature.—It was the Under- 
ſtanding, which formed all theſe great Deſigns, It was 
the Underſtanding, which contrived the Means, and 
conducted the Execution.—And are not theſe unquel- 
tionable Evidences of her very ſuperior Abilities? 

Aſp. Then ſhe is like ſome great Empreſs, who con- 
quers half the World, but is unable to rule Herſelf. Who 
extends her Regulations into foreign Climes, while her 
domeſtic Affairs are involved in Confuſion. Do You 
doubt the Reality of this Remark? Set Yourſelf to 
meditate upon the moſt intereſting Truths. How deſul- 
tory, how incoherent are your Thoughts? Charge them 
to be collected. They diſobey your Orders. Rally the 
undiſciplined Vagrants. Again they deſert the Taſk.— 
Exert all your Power, and keep them cloſe to their Bu- 
ſineſs. Still they elude your Endeavours. 

The other Day, I could not forbear ſmiling at a little 
Adventure of your youngeſt Son's. Some Quichſilver, 
which happened to be ſpilt upon the Floor, wy _ 

ey 
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ſeveral Globules. The ſhining Balls looked ſo prettily, 
he longed. to make them his own. When he offered 
to take them up, they ſlipt from his Hand. As often 
as he renewed the Attempt, ſo often He met with a 
Diſappointment. The cloſer He ſtrove to graſp them, 
the more ſpeedily they eſcaped from his Fingers. He 
ſeemed, at firſt, to be amazed; then became quite an- 
ory, that the little Fugitives ſhould ſo conſtantly baffle his 
repeated Efforts. —Thus unmanageable I very often find 
my own Thoughts. If yours are under no better Re- 
gimen, this may convince Us both, that all is not ac- 
cording to the original Creation. 

We apply Ourſelves to converſe with the everlaſting 
GOD in Prayer. Here, One would expect to have 
the Thoughts all Clearneſs, and all Compoſure. But 
Here We are not ſufficient of Ourſelves, to think any Thing 
as of Ourſelves * All thoſe holy Ideas, which create 
Reverence, or ſtrengthen Faith, or quicken Love, come 
from the FATHER of Lights. Should HE with- 
draw his Influence, all will be dull, and dark, and dead. — 
It may be, We are ſomewhat enlivened in this ſacred 
Exerciſe ; before We are aware, perhaps in the very 
Midſt of the ſolemn Office, our Attention is drffipated; 
and not diſſipated only, but ſcattered to the Ends of the 
Earth. The GOD of all Glory is forſaken, and the 
Devotion paid to ſome ſenſeleſs Foppery. A Malefac- 
tor, begging his Life at the Knees of his Sovereign; 
and diſcontinuing his ſuit, in order to careſs a Lap-dog, 
or purſue a Butterfly ; is but a faint Image of the Vanity 
which attends our devotional Services. —Reaſon, which 
ought to correct theſe Irregularities, is treated like the 
incredulous Lord; who, inſtead of controuling the un- 
ruly Multitude, was overborne by their Impetuoſity, and 
trodden under Foot T7. | 

Since then the Reins are ſtruck out of our Hands, and 
We have loſt the Rule over our own Faculties; ſurely, 
We are in a State different, very different from our pri- 
mitive Conſtitution. 


* 2Cor.lii. 5. + 2 Kings vii. 17. 
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Ther. However inſenſible to refined Speculation, the 
Underſtanding, when Intereſt is in the Caſe, is appre- 
henſive enough. 

Aſp. In temporal“, not in ſpiritual Aﬀairs.—Your 
younger Brother, Theron, is a Merchant. We will {i 
poſe Him at the Sea-fide ; within a ſmall Diſtance of 
the Veſſel, on which a conſiderable Part of his Subſtance 
was embarked. We will ſuppoſe the Veſſel in the ut- 
moſt Diſtreſs ; ready to founder with her Leaks, or to 
ſtrike upon the Rocks.—If he diſcovers no Sign of 
Concern; calls in no Aſſiſtance from the Country ; 
makes no Effort to ſave the Crew, and ſecure the Cargo; 

would You not think him bereaved of his Underſtand- 
ing, or deprived of his Sight? Could You conceive a 
more favourable Opinion of his Eyes or his Intelle&? 
If, inſtead of trying every Method to prevent a Ship- 
wreck, He ſhould amuſe Himſelf with picking Shells 
from the Ocean, or drawing Figures on the Sand ? 

We, and every One of our Fellow-creatures, have an 
Intereſt in Jeopardy, unſpeakably more precious, than 
all the rich Lading of a thouſand Fleets. Our Souls, 
our immortal Souls, are expoſed, every Day, every 
Hour, to the Peril of everlaſting Deſtruction. Every 
Temptation is threatening to their endleſs Welfare, as 
a Ridge of craggy Rocks to a Ship that drives before 
the ſtrongeſt Gale.—Yet, how unconcerned are Man- 
kind ? Where is their holy Fear? Where their godly 
Jealouſy ? Where their wakeful Circumſpection? Ra- 
ther, what a gay Inſenſibility is obſervable in their Beha- 
viour ? Or elſe, what a /ifele/s Formality prevails in their 
Supplications ? Their Supplications to that Almighty 
BEING, who alone is able to fave and to deſtroy. 
Was not the human Underſtanding both darkened and 
beſotted, We ſhould ſee our Neighbours, We ſhould 
feel Ourſelves awakened, into much the ſame earneſt 
Solicitude, as the Diſciples expreſſed ; when perceiving 


Called therefore by the Apoſtle, Fleſly Vi/d:m, and oppoſed to 
the Grace of GOD, 2 Cor. i. 12. 
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the Waves boiſterous, and their Bark ſinking, they 
cried; LORD! Save Us! We periſh! 

But alas! in Things of an unſeen Nature, though of 
eternal Conſequence, Intereſt, that habitual Darling of 
every Heart, loſes its engaging Influence. Nay; when 
Eternity, all-important Eternity 1s at ſtake, even Self- 
preſervation is ſcarce any longer a governing Principle. — 
What can be more deplorable ? And, if We admit not 
the Doctrine of original Corruption, what ſo unac- 
countable ? . 

Ther, This, I muſt confeſs, is true, with regard to the 
unthinking Rabble. To them may be accommodated 
the Remark of Auguſtus. Who, when he ſaw ſome 
foreign Females, carrying Apes in their Arms, inſtead 
of Infants, ſaid to one of his Courtiers; Have the 
« Women of taoſe Countries no Children, that they are 
cc ſo fond of ſuch deſpicable Animals? — The Vulgar 
are ſo immerſed in ſecular Cares, that One might indeed 
be tempted to aſk ; © Have thoſe People no Souls ? that 
« Buying and Selling, Eating and Drinking, engroſs 
« their whole Concern ?”—But Perſons of Rank and 
Education, think in a more exalted Manner. 

App. Do you then imagine, that an Elevation of Cir- 
cumſtances ſets the Affections on Things above? Or, 
that it is the peculiar Infelicity of the Yulger, to grove! 
in their Deſires ? Gold, I believe, is more likely to in- 
* creaſe, than to diſſipate, the Fog on the intellectual Fa- 
culties. Abundance of Poſſeſſions, inſtead of diſen- 
gaging the Heart, faſten it more inſeparably to the 
Earth. Even ſuperior Attainments in Learning, if not 
ſanctified by Grace, ſerve only to render the Owner 
ſomewhat more refined in his Follies, or vainly to puff 
up his flefhbly Mind *—But Compariſons, between the 
various Claſſes of Mankind, are as uſeleſs as they are 
invidious. None, in either Condition, attend to the 
Things which make for their Peace, till they are 


* Col. ii. 1 8. 
awakened 
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swakened from their Lethargy, by the quickening S PT. 
RIT of CHRIST. And even then We cannot but 
obſerve evident Indications of much remaining Blindneſs. 
How apt are ſuch Perſons to miſtake the Way of 
Salvation? To place their own Works for a Foundation 
of Hope, inſtead of CHRIST, the Rock of Ages? 
Thinking, by their own Performances, to win, not 
ſeeking = unmerited Grace to receive, the Inheritance 
of eternal Glory. Which is more abſurdly vaih, than 
to offer Toys as an Equivalent for Thrones; or to dream 
of purchaſing Diadems with a Mite.— They are alſo 
prone to miſapprehend the Nature of Holineſs. Are 
zealous to regulate the external Conduct, without at- 
tending to the. Renovation of the Heart : in outward 


Forms elaborate ; with reſpect to inward Sanctity, leſs 


if at all exact. A Labour juſt as prepoſterous, as to 
ſkin over the Surface of a Wound, while it feſters at the 
Bottom, and conſumes the Bone. . 

Give me Leave to aſk, Tberon; When our LORD 
declares, Unleſs a Man be born again, He cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven * : when He ſpeaks of eating his 
Fleſh, and drinking bis Blood F: when You hear or read 
of Union with the bleſſed FESUS, or Communion 
with the moſt high GOD : is there not a Cloud, if not 
total Darkneſs, on your Mind ? How erroneous 
was the P/almiſt himſelf, in his Judgment concerning 
the divine Diſpoſals ? So fooliſh was I and ignorant, even 


* John iti, 3. + John vi. 54. 

ft With regard to the Myſteries of CHRIST, the greateſt Pro- 
ficients are but Obtu/ſe acuti, Dull even in their Acuteneſs, —What ſays 
the wiſe Agar? An invaluable Fragment of whoſe Works, is pre- 
ſerved in the Book of Proverbs, Surely I am more brutiſh than any 
Man, and have not the Underſtanding of a Man: even though the fol- 
lowing Verſes beſpeak the very —— Elevation and Extent of his 
Knowledge. Prov. xxx. 2.—Conformably to the Experience of this 
excellent Man, I have always obſerved, that the more enlightened 
People are, the more they. lament their Ignorance; the more they pant 
after a continual Progreſs in heavenly Knowledge ; the more they pray 
for clearer, ſtill clearer Manifeſtations of the incomprehenſible GOD, 
and his tranſcendently rich Grace in CHRIST FESUS, 


as 
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as it were a Beaſt, or as the verieſt Beaſt before Thee * :— 
The Voice of Experience therefore will atteſt, what the 
Word of Revelation has averred; That the natural Man, 
be his intellectual Abilities ever ſo pregnant, or ever fo 
improved, cannot know the Things of the SPIRIT of 
GODF: He has no Sight to diſcern their Beauty; no 
Taſte to reliſh their Sweetneſs. Nay, though they are 
the pureſt Light, and the moſt perfect Wiſdom, to Him 
they appear, not only dark and obſcure, but even Fool- 
zſbnefs itſo lf. 

Would this be the Caſe, if the Underſtanding was 
not greatly depraved ? Should it be difficult for your 
Ear, to diſtinguiſh the Diverſity of Sounds; or for your 
Eye, to diſcern the Variety of Colours; would You not 
conclude, that the Organs were very much impaired ? 


Ther. I think, You have treated the Underſtanding, 
as Zopyrus ſerved his own Body , when he went over 
to the Enemy.—Do You intend to mangle the other 
Faculties, at the fame unmerciful Rate ? ; 

Aſp. That Nobleman made the Wounds, which dis- 
figured his Fleſh. I have only probed the Sores, which 


I queſtion, whether A/pa/io's Tranſlation comes fully up to the 


Emphaſis of the Original. The comparative Particle is omitted in 


the Hebrew. As ſottens and palliates the Matter, Therefore the 
P/almi}t, to expreſs the deepeſt Senſe of his Ignorance, ſays, I was a 
Benft, yea, the werieſt Beaſt Worta, Plal. Ixxiii. 22. —In Figures equally 
ſtrong, and equally abaſing, is this Blindneſs of our fallen Nature de- 
ſcribed, by the Writers of the New Teſtament, Men, in their natu- 
ral State, are Children of Darkne/s; nurſed up by Ignorance, and to- 


tally ſubject to its Influence. 1 T. v. 5. They wall in Darkneſs; 


it is the very Element, in which they live and move. Jobn xii. 35. 
Nay ; they are not only in Darkneſs, but Darkneſs ig, Eph. v. 8. 
Their Souls are like the Region, which Job, with ſuch inimitable 
Energy, deſcribes; A Land of Darkneſs, gloomy and horrible as the 
Shadow of Death; where all is Confuſion, without any Order; and the 
very Light, or that which ſhould illuminate the diſmal Shades, is the 
Blackneſs of Darkne/s, Job x. 22.—Let me cloſe my Note, with the 
candid but weighty Sentence, which cloſes X-»ophon's Hiſtory of Cy- 
rus, E. Os Tis Tra- ija0h e,, TA tla 70 abr Den 
we fnον avTA pap uperra To; ανẽe NOοανον. 

+ 1 Cor. 11. 14. 

4 See RoLLiNn's Ancient Hi. Vol. III. p. 46. 
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were found in the Underſtanding. If I have touched 
the Quick, and put the Patient to Pain, it is pnly to 
facilitate the Operation of Medicine, and make Way 
for a Cure. But permit me to aſk, Wherein does the 
| Excellency of the human Will conſiſt ? 

Ther, In following the Guidance of Reaſon, nd ſub- 
mitting to the Influence of proper Authority. 

Ap. The Will, I fear, rejects the Government of 
Reaſon ; and it 1s undeniably certain, that it rebels 
againſt the Authority of GOD. 

Caſt your Eye upon that Team of Horſes, with which 
yonder Countryman is ploughing his fallow Ground. 
No leſs than five of thoſe robuſt Animals are linked to- 
gether, and yield their ſubmiſſive Necks to the Draught. 
They have more Strength than twenty Men, yet are 
managed by a fingle Lad. They not only ſtand in Awe 
of the Laſh, but liſten to the Voice of their Driver. 
They turn to the Right-hand or to the Left; they 
quicken their Pace, or ſtop ſhort in the Furrow ; at the 
bare Intimation of his Pleaſure. —Are We equally obe- 
dient to the Calls, to the Exhortations, the expreſs In- 
junctions of our heavenly LORD? The bleſſed FE- 
SUS ſpoke at the Beginning, and the World was made. 
He ſpeaks by his Providence, and the Univerſe is up<- 
held, When He ſhall ſpeak at the laſt Day, the Hea- 
vens will paſs away, and the Earth be difſolved. Yet 
He ſpeaks to Us in his divine Word, and We turn a 
deaf Ear to his Addreſs. He ſpeaks in tender Expoſ- 
tulations, and no melting of Heart enſues. He ſpeaks 
in precious Promiſes, and no ardent Deſires are en- 
kindled.— The Will, which in theſe Caſes ought to be 
turned as Mar to the Seal, is unimpreſſed and inflexible 
as an Iron Sinew. 

Ther. The human Will ; is conſtantly inclined to pre- 
ſerve, accommodate, and make its Poſſeſſor happy. Is 
not this the right Poſition, in which it ſhould always 
ſtand? Or the moſt deſirable DireFion, that can be given 
to its Motions ? 


Aſp. 


— — 
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Ap. I hould be glad, if Fact bore Witneſs: to your 
Aſſertion. But Fact, I apprehend, is on the contrary 
Side.—I took notice, as we came along, of ſome Ants 
buſily employed on a little Hillock. Have You made 
any Obſervations, Theron, on this reptile Community ? 

Ther. It is a little Republic“. They inhabit a Kind 
of oblong City, divided into various Streets. They are 
governed by Laws, and regulated by Politics, of their 
own. Their Magazines are commodiouſly formed, and 
judiciouſly guarded againſt the Injuries of the Weather, 
Some are defended by an Arch made of Earth, and ce- 
mented with a peculiar Sort of Glue. Some are co- 
vered with Rafters of ſlender Wood, and thatched with 
Ruſhes or Graſs. The Roof is always raiſed with a 
double Slope, to turn away the Current of the Waters, 
and ſhoot the Rain from their Store-houſes. They all 
beftir themſelves, with inceſſant Aſſiduity, while the Air 
is ſerene; while the Roads are good; and Abundance 
of looſe Grain lies ſcattered over the Fields.—-By theſe 
Precautions, they live ſecure, when Storms embroil the 
Sky ; they want no Manner of Conveniency, even when 
Winter lays waſte the Plains. | 

Aſp. Do We improve, ſo diligently, our preſent Op- 
portunities ? This Life is the Seed-time of Eternity. 
Do We huſband the precious Moments, like Perſons 
ſenſible of their unſpeakable Importance ? Senſible, that 
if we trifle and are ignorant, they will be irrecoverably 
gone, and We irretrievably ruined. 

Sickneſs, We know not how ſoon, may invade Us, 
Pain may torment Us, and both may iſſue in our final 
Diſſolution. Are We duly aware of theſe awful Changes, 
and properly ſolicitous to put all in order for their Ap- 
proach ?—We walk 3 Thought !) upon the very 
Brink of Death, Reſurrection, and Judgment. Do we 
walk like wiſe Virgins, with our Loins girt ; with our 
Lamps trimmed; in a State of continual Readineſs, for 
the heavenly BRIDEGROO M's Advent? 


* Sce Nat, Dipl. Vol. I, 
| There 


DIALOGUE XIII. 513 


Thoſe Ants have no Guide, Overſeer, or Ruler. Yet 
they prepare their Meat in the Summer, and gather their 
Food in the Harveſt *, We have all theſe, yet neglect 
the Time of our Viſitation, We have GO D's un- 
erring Word, to guide Us; GOD's ever watchful Eye, 
to overſee Us; GOD's ſovereign Command, to rule 
and quicken Us. Notwithſtanding all. theſe Motives, 
is not the Speech of the Sluggard, the very Language 
of our Conduct? A little more Sleep, a little more Slumber, 
a little more Folding of the Hands to fleep f. The moſt 
ſupine Indifference, where all poſſible Diligence is but 
juſt ſufficient.— This, You muſt allow, is the true Cha- 
rafter of Mankind in general. And does this demon- 
ſtrate the ReFitude of their Will? 

Ther. The Underſtanding may be ſaid to carry the 
Torch, the Will to hold the Balance. Now, the Per- 
fection of a Balance conſiſts, in being ſo nicely poiſed, 
as to incline at the lea Touch, and preponderate with 
the ſlighteſt Weight. This Property belongs, without 
all * — to the human Will. 

Aſp. What? if one of your Scales ſhould deſcend to 
the Ground, though charged with Trifles, that are light 
as Air? If the other ſhould kick the Beam, though its 
Contents be weightier, than Talents of Gold? Is nor 
this an exact Repreſentation-of our Will, when the fleet- 


ing Pleaſures of Senſe, or the puny Intereſts of Time, 


excite our Wiſhes ; even while the ſolid Delights of Re- 


Prov. vi. 7. 

+ There is, if I miſtake not, a nice Gradation, in this Speech of 
the Sluggard ; ſuch as very naturally mimics the Manner of that lazy 
Creature, —He pleads, firſt, for ſome conſiderable Degree of Indul. 
gence, A /ittle Sleep, —If that is too much to be granted, He craves 
ſome ſmaller Toleration of his Sloth ; A Hrthe Slumber.—If the Taſk- 
maſter ſtill rings in his Ear; ſtill goads his Side; one almoſt ſees the 
dull Wretch, rtbbing his heavy Eyes, and yawning out his laſt Re- 
queſt ; A little Folding of the Hands at leaſt to lie down, 2205 201 pan 
Prov. vi. 10.—When ſuch is our Conduct with regard to eterna/ In- 
_ how juſtly may We apply that ſpirited Expoſtulation of the 

oet ; | 


Tantamne Rem tam negligenter ! 


Vol. I. L1 ligion, 
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ligion, and the immenſely rich Treaſures of Immotta- 
lity, can hardly obtain our Attention? However, let 
Us quit the Metaphor, and examine Fact. Suppoſe, I 
make it appear, that, inftead of chooſing the moſt eli- 
gible Objects, the Will is ſo deplorably vitiated, as to 
lot he what is ſalutary, and be ford of what is baneful. 
Ther. If you prove this to be univerſally the Caſe, 
You will prove your favourite Point with a witneſs. + 
Ap. When Providence is pleafed to thwart our Mea- 
ſures, or defeat our Endeavours; to bring Us under the 
_ Cloud of Diſgrace, or lay upon Us the Rod of Afflic- 


tion; what is our Behaviour? Do We bow our Heads 


in hamble Reſignation ? Do We open our Mouths in 
thankful Acknowledgments ?—Obſerve the Waters in 
that elegant octangular Baſon. They aſſimilate them- 
ſelves, with the utmoſt Readineſs, and with equal Ex- 
actneſs, to the Veſſel which contains them. So would 
the human Will, if it were not extremely froward and 
fooliſh,” conform itſelf to the divine: which is unerringly 
wiſe, and, of all poſſible Contingencies, incomparably 
the beſt *. —Yet, how apt are We to fret with Dil- 
quietude ; and ſtruggle under affliftive Diſpenſations, as 
4 wild Bull ma Net! | n 3k 

Ther, This is a very imperfect Proof, Apaſio, and 
_ correſponds with only Part of your Accuſation. We 
may Hike what is wholeſome, eſpecially if it be un- 
palatable, yet not be fond of our ane. 

Aſp. Should You ſee a Perſon, who thirſts after the 
putrid Lake, but diſreliſnes the clear running Fountain; 
who longs for the impoiſoned Berries of the Nightſhade, 
but abhors the delicious Fruit of the Orchard, would 


* This ſeems to be the Meaning of the Prophet, win prixÞ ? 


Iſai. xxvi. 7. Not—The Way of the Taft is Uprightneſi—A Senlc, 


which the Conſtruction of the Words will but difficultlyadmit ; which, 
in the preſent Connexion, is hardly conſiſtent with Humility ; and by 
no Means proper, to introduce a devotional Addreſs to the gigat } E- 
HOVAH. Rather—GOD's Way to the Fa is Uprightme/s; ot, 
{ill more emphatically, Uprighmmeſes. Is in all Reſpects irreprovable, 
excellent, admirable; ſuited, perfectly ſuited, to every ſacred Attri- 
bute of Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Truth. 

4 e 
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You applaud the Regularity of his Appetite? I don't 
wait for your Anſwer, But I more than ſuſpect this is 
a true Picture of all unregenerate People. See! how 
they affect Dreſs and external Ornament ; but are un- 
willing, rather than deſirous, to be clothed with Hu- 
mility *, and to put on CHRIST TI Amuſement will 


engage, Play animate, and Diverſion fire them: but as 


to the Worſhip of the living GOD, O! What a Weari- 
neſs is NA Frothy Novels, and flatulent Wit, regale 
their Taſte ; while the Marrow and Fatneſs of the di- 
vine Word, are © as their ſorrowful Meat ].“ Platter 
them, and though your Speech is a luſcious Poiſon 9, 
their Eyes ſparkle with Delight. Admoniſh them; and 
though your Service is an excellent Oil , Diſſatisfaction 
lours on their Brow.— What is all this, but to lothe the 
Salutary, and long for ** the Baneful ? 

| Let 


*. 1 Pet. Ya5. 4 Rom. xiii. 14. 1 Mal. i. 13. 


| Job vi. 7. rb 175 Sicut Cibi Languorum, As the Meat of my . 


Sickneſs, For which We have no Appetite ; in which We find no Re- 
liſh, and which We frequently loath. 1 
Mr. Bonnet, in one of his Evening Examinations, recollecting 
that He had heard Himſelf praiſed; and being conſcious, that He 
heard it with Delight taking Honour to Himſelf, and not giving 
GOD the Ghry, Acts xii. 23. Made this Memorandum in his Diary; 
% To- day, I have been 2 my Soul in Poiſon.“ b 
1 Pfal. cxli. 5. | 
** Would the Reader ſee this unhappy Contraſtdrawninthe ſtrongeſt 
Colours, and by the moſt rhetorical Accumulation of Words? He 
may compare the royal Preacher, and the mourning Prophet—Becau/c 
{ have called, and Ye refuſed ; I have flretched out my Hand, and no 
Man regarded: Bu! ye have ſet at nought all my Counſel, and would 
none of my Reproof. What a Croud of ſimilar Ideas; Emphatically 
declaring the moſt incorrigible Perverſeneſs; which is Proof againſt 
every Method of Reformation; againſt all the Arts even of divine 
Perſuaſion. Prov. i. 24, 25.—The He of Heaven, whom they have 
loved, aud whom they have ſerved, . and after aulum they have walked, 
end whom they bade ſought, and whom . 
a Heap of ſynonimous Expreſſions ! Significantly deſcribing the moſt 
impetuous Ardour and Ayidity, in the Ways of Sin; an Ardour, 
which no Prohibitions can reſtrain ; and an Avidity, which never 
knows when to ſay, It is enough. Fer. viii. 2. 
If I beg Leave to add another 1 of this Kind, it is muy 
for the Sake of clearing up an _ aſſage in the P/alms ; _ 
| 2 - ſeems 


ey have worſbipped. What 
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Let me, from the ſame Compariſon, propoſe one 

ueſtion more; which may be applicable both to the 
Will and to the Underſtanding. —Should You hear of 
another Perſon ; the State of whoſe Stomach was ſo diſ- 
poſed, that it turned the moſt nouriſhing Food into 
Phlegm; and derived Matter of Diſeaſe, from the moſt 
ſovereign Supports of Health ; what would You think 
of his Conſtitution ?. | 

Ther. I ſhould certainly think it very much diſtem- 

ered. 3 

Aſp. Without the Grace of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, our Souls turn every Occurrence into an 
Increaſe of their ſinful Depravity “. Our very Table is 
a Snare; and, inſtead of exciting Us to Gratitude, is a 
Provocative to Gluttony,—How difficult is it when, 
We flow in Plenty, not to be elated; when We are 
preſſed with Poverty, not to repine Have We Buſi- 
neſs in the World ? It cumbers our Thoughts, or tempts 
Us to Avarice. Have We no Buſineſs to manage? We 
fink into Sloth, and ſettle on the Lees of Voluptuouſ- 
neſs. —lIf our Schemes are proſperous, it is odds but 
they attach Us to the Intereſts of Time. If they prove 
unſucceſsful, We too often are chagrined with the Dil- 
appointment, and ſin againſt Meekneſs. Even the holy 
Commandment, inſtead of reſtraining Sin, or producing 
Obedience, irritates the inbred Depravity ; and renders 
it more reſtleſs, more impetuous, more ungovernable +. 


ſeems to have been miſtaken by the Authors of S our Verſions, — 
David, to ſet forth the barbarous Aſſiduity of his Perſecutors, ſays : 
They wander up and down, They pry into every Corner; they ſearch 
the City, and examine the Country; don not for Meat; (which, in 
this Connection, is a Senſe quite foreign to the Subject, and very je- 
june indeed) but t devour, To devour me the deſtined Victim of 
their Rage. And if they are not ſatizfied, if they cannot compaſs their 
Deſign by Day, 1951. they vill gradge? No; but they awoill continue 
all Night, in the Proſecution of their Purpoſe. Neither Cold nor 
Darkneſs can retard them ; neither Hardſhips nor Dangers can deter 
them; but their Attempts are as imdefatigable, as their Malice is in- 
zlacable, Pal, lix. 15. 

. * Quodcungne infundis aceſcit, Hor, 

+ Rom. vu. 8. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe very Things which ſhould have been for our I el- 
fare (lo malignant and raging is our Corruption!) are 
converted into an Occafion of falling. | 
Ter. The Will is under no Neceſſity of miſemploying 
her Powers. She is free to act in this Manner or in 
that. And, if a Spendthrift, is not a Slave. 
Aſp. In Actions which relate to the animal Oeconomy, 
The Will is unqueſtionably free. She can contract the 
Forehead into a Frown, or expand it with a Smile, —In 
the ordinary Affairs of Life, She is under no Controul. 
We can undertake or decline a Journey, carry on or 
diſcontinue an Employ, juſt as We pleaſe.—In the out- 
ward Acts of Religion alſo, the Will is her own Mil- 
treſs, We can read the Word of GOD, or go to the 
Place of divine Worſhip, without any extraordinary Aid 
from above.—But in Matters which are more intimately - 
2 with our Salvation, the Caſe is widely dit- 
rent. 
What ſays our famous old Poet Spenſer? Amidſt all 
his rich Fancy and bright Imagery, He ſpeaks as plainly 
upon this Subject, as Iheron's ſerious Friend. 


Me let the Man aſcribe it to his Skill, = 
| That thorough Grace has got the Victory. 
If any Strength We have, it is to Ill; 
But all the Good is GOD's, the Power and eke the Will. 


Ther. This wants Confirmation, More authentic 
Confirmation, than the fanciful Flights of a Poet. | 

Aſp. Would You have a Perſon delight Himſelf in 
the LORD; take Pleaſure in Devotion; and ſet his 
Aﬀections on Things above ?—All this is both his Duty 
and his Intereſt, But alas! His Inclinations gravitate 
the quite contrary Way. His Will is in the Condition 
of that diſtreſſed Woman, who was bowed down with a 
Spirit of Infirmity, and could in no wiſe lift up Herſelf *, 
Corruption, like a ſtrong Bias influences, or rather hke 
a heavy Mountain oppreſſes his Mind. Neither can 


Luke xiii. 11, 


*% 5 „„ 
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He ſhake off the Propenſity, or ſtruggle away from the 
Load: until Grace, almighty Grace, interpoſes for his 
Releaſe. here the SPIRIT of the LORD is, there, 
and there alone, 7s Liberty *; that ſacred and glorious 
Liberty, which is not the common Privilege of all 
Men, but the high Prerogative of the Children of 
GOD. Aas. | y | 
Would You have a Perſon apply to the great R E- 
DEEMER; apply with a real Ardour of Deſire; as 
Bartimeus of old; or the Hropbænician Mother? Count- 
ing all Things but Dung, for the tranſcendent Excel- 
lency of CHRIST?—To do this, is to poſſeſs true 
Wiſdom ; and the only Expedient to acquire true Hap- 
pineſs. But the human Will is like the withered Arm; 
cannot ſtretch forth itſelf to the all-gracious SA VI- 
OUR: cannot hunger and thirſt after his everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs and infinite Merit: cannot do this, till the 
SAVIOUR Himſelf ſpeaks Power into the enfeebled, 
the per verted Faculty, —If You think otherwiſe ; try 
the Experiment. Perſuade Men to this neceſſary Prac- 
tice. Urge the moſt weighty Arguments: deviſe the 
moſt pathetic Expoſtulations : let Zeal exert all her 
Force, and Rhetoric employ all her Art. Without be- 
ing a Prophet, I dare venture to foretel the Iſſue. Diſ- 
appointments, repeated Diſappointments, will convince 
You—That our Divine MASTER knew what He 
ſaid, when He ſolemnly declared; No Man can come 10 
Me, except the FATHER, which hath ſent Me, draw 
Him +.—That our Church has not taught Us to play 
; | ; the 
r 1 Cor. iii. 19. © | 
Fobn vi, 44. It is not ſaid, The FATHER drives, but draws: 
not by violent, irrational, compulſive Means; but by clear Convic- 
tion, ſweet Perſuaſion, and Inducements ſuited to a reaſonable Being. 
The/e are the Cords of a Beaſt, he of a Man. So that We are not 
acted upon as Clock-work, or influenced as mere Machines, but made 
<villiny in the Day of his Power, P/al, cx. 3.— This Point is Rated, 
With great Propriety, and equal Clearneſs, in our tenth Article. The 
% Condition of Man, after the Fall of Alam, is ſuch, that He can- 
« not turn and prepare Himſelf by his own natural Strength and good 
*© Works, to Faith and calling upon GOD. Wherefore, We have 
i have no Power to do good Works, pleaſant and * 1 
10 1 
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the Hypocrite, when She teaches Us to confeſs; © We 
«© be tied and bound with the Chain of our Sins.“ 
Ther. Are We Slaves then? Will Chriſtianity ſend 
Us to ſeek our Brethren, in the Mines or in the Gallies? 
Aſp. Chriſtianity does not ed, but ind Us there. 
There, or in a worſe Slavery *.—lt is doubtleſs a moſt 
abje& State, to wear the Yoke, and truckle in Chains. 


Yet ſuch, I apprehend, is the State of our Minds by 


Nature. To prove this, We need not go down to the 
loweſt Ranks of Life. Theſe, You might ſay with the 
Prophet, are poor; theſe are fooliſh ; they have not known 
the Way of the LORD, nor the Judgment of their CO D. 
— 1 will get me therefore to the great Men , and examine 
cheir Diſpoſition, | | 
Have You not known Perſons of the greateſt Intre- 
pidity, and firmeſt Reſolution, hurried away by their 
Luſts, as © a rolling Thing before the Whirlwind 4?“ 
Perhaps, they were bold enough to face Danger, and 
defy the Sword, in the Field of Battle. Yet, were no 
more able to renounce the wanton Allurements of Beauty, 
or the ſoft Solicitations of Pleaſure ; than the Moth can 
forbear fluttering about the Flame, even though it 


« GOD, without the Grace of GOD by CHRIST preventing 
« Us, that We may have a good Will; and working with Us when 
« We have that good Will.“ 
* St. Paul ſays of Chriftians, and reckons Himſelf in the Number, 
that naturally they /erwved (not Aaxorerrt;, but dnworrs;, were abſolutely 
Slaves to) divers Lufts and Pleaſures, Tit. iii. 3. The whole Verſe is 
very remarkable, and nothing can be more appoſite to Aſpaſio's Pur. 
— It ſhews Us, What They were by Nature, who through Grace 
came living Images of the bleſſed GOD. 

This mortifying Doctrine is often acknowledged by our Church. 
Thus begins one of her public Supplications ; Almighty GOD, who 
alone canſt order the unruly Wills and A fect ions of ſinſul Man. It ſeems, 
We cannot determine our own Wills, nor regulate our own AﬀeRions. 


What is this but Bondage ?—What does.this betoken ? What does this 
imply 2 


But lapſed Poxwers enthrall'd 


By Sin to foul exorbitant Defires ? 
M1LTox, Bock III. 
+ Jer. v. 4, 5. t Iſai, xvil, 13, 
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ſinges her Wings, and is ſcorching her to death.— Others 
poſſeſſed of a refined Imagination, diſdain the groſs In- 
dulgencies of Senſuality; yet are Slaves to their own 
domineering Paſſions. They are blown into the moſt 
intemperate Rage, and puſhed on to the moſt extrava- 
gant Actions, by every little ruffling Accident. They 
ſee the Meanneſs, which ſuch an ungovernable Spirit 
argues: they feel the Miſery, which ſuch internal Tem- 
peſts create: nay, they reſolve to ſuppreſs the Impetuo- 
ſity of their Temper. Yet, like a Feather borne away 
by the Torrent, they yield to the very firſt Provocation, 
and are as furiouſly reſentful as ever, Will You call 
theſe Perſons free, becauſe their Taſk-maſters and their 
Tyrants are lodged within“? Becauſe the Fetters are 
forged, not for the meaner, but for the immortal Part 
of their Nature ? % 


Ther. Let Us paſs to the Afections. Theſe are to the 
Soul, what Wings are to the Eagle, or Sails to the Ship. 
Theſe always ſtand ready, to catch the Gales of Intereſt, 
and to ſpring at the Signal of Reaſon. 

Ap. O!] chat they did !—But, if the Wings are clog- 
ged with Mire ; if the Sails are diſproportioned to the 
\_ Ballaſt ; what Advantage will accrue, either to the Ani- 
mal, or to the Veſſel ?—The One will, probably, be 
overſet in the Voyage; the Other muſt lie groveling on 
the Ground. | 

Ther. Defire ſeems to be the firſt, which © opens the 
* Mouth, or moves the Wing, or 7 .“ Deſire is 
active as a Flame, and ever in Purſuit of Happineſs. 

App. What if Your Flame, inſtead of ſhooting up- 
wards, ſhould point its inverted Spires to the Earth? 
Would not this be ſtrange, and a Sign of great Diſor- 
_ der?{ GOD is the Center of Perfection, and the 
Source of Felicity. All that is amiable in itſelf, is com- 


* Intus & in Jecoxe egro 


| Naſeuntur Domini. | Prxs. 
x + Iſai. x, 14, 
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prehended in GOD. All that is beneficial to Us, pro- 
ceeds from GOD. Do our Deſires uniform tend to 
this ſuper- excellent Being? Do our Wiſhes terminate in 
the Enjoyment of his ever-glorious Majeſty ? Alas! We 
are naturally eſtranged from Him: We covet no Com- 
munion with Him. Woe are wedded to Trifles, and 
dote upon Vanity. But 76 GOD we fay—it is evidently 
the Language of our Conduct Depart from us; We 
defire not the Knowledge of thy Ways *. 

If Deſire is the Firſt-born among the Affections, ob- 
ſerve it in Children. There it appears in its Dawn, and 
has moſt of pure Nature.— See, how thoſe Flies, exult- 
ing in the ſunny Gleam, vibrate with all the Rapidity of 
Motion their little Wings f. So prompt and expedite , 
are the Deſires of Children, to any corrupting Diver- 
fion.—Sec, how ſluggiſhly that Snail, crawling forth 
amidſt the refreſhing Moiſture, drags her flow Length 
along. Se dull |, if not reluctant are the Diſpoſitions 
of our Children, to any improving Exerciſe. Rewards 
will hardly win them to the latter; the Rod can hardly 
deter them from the former, —And None, None but 
GOD, „ by his /pecial Grace preventing them, can put 
« into their Minds good Deſires 5.“ 

Is our Love under better Regulation? How eaſily 
are We captivated with a fair Complexion and grace- 
ful Form; eſpecially, when ſet off with the Decorations 
of Dreſs. But how little affected with the Beauty of 
internal Character; with the Ornaments of Virtue, and 
the Graces of Chriſtianity? Can it be ſuppoſed, that the 
Pulſe of the Soul beats regularly; where there is ſuch a 


* Job xxi. 14. 

+ The Wings of a Fly are ſuppoſed to have the guickef Motion, of 
any material Subſtance which lives. And if they make, as Naturaliſts 
imagine, ſome Hundreds of Vibrations in a Second of Time, I think, 
there can be no Competition in the Caſe. 

+ This is what the Greeks call gad. Which, with a Propriety 
not to be equalled by any Tranſlation, expreſſes both the Prompritude 
of the Agent, and the /riquity of the Action. At xiii. 10, | 

Nabpes yeſarals, Heb. v. 11. f 

; Collect for Eaſter. Day. 
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paſſionate Fondneſs for fading Embelliſhments, and ſuch 
a cold Indiffrrence for the moſt ſubſtantial Endowments ? 
Ho eaſily are We ſmitten with Riches “ and Splen- 
dour ! How our Hearts dance under a Senſe of Diſtinc- 

tion, Superiority, or Preferment ! Yet how backward to 
love that infinitely loving and lovely REDEEMER, 

who would die Himſelf, rather than We ſhould become 
a Prey to Death! Tinder We are, perfect Tinder to 
the Sparks of irrational and diſſolute Affection. Harder 
than Adamant, colder than Ice, to this heavenly Flame. 

Ther. If our Love is blind, our Fear has not loſt her 
Eyes. Fear is quick of Apprehenſion: and, inſtead of 


being ſtupidly inſenſible, is ready to © riſe up at the 


e Voice of a Bird 4.” 

Ap. The Paſſion of Fear is ſufficiently active, but de- 
plorably miſapplied. We fear the Reproach of Men. But 
are We alarmed at the View of that everlaſting Shame, 
which the LORD, the righteous Judge, ſhall pour 
upon the Ungodly ? We ſhudder at the drawn Dagger, 
and ſtand appalled at the headlong Precipice. But how 
often have We defied the Sword of Almighty Ven- 
geance, and ſported upon the Brink of irretrievable 
Perdition ? | 1 i 
Sin is the moſt pernicious of all Evils. Sin violates 
the divine Command, and provokes the Divine M A- 
JEST T. Sin offers Deſpite to the Bleſſed SPIRIT, 
and tramples upon the Blood of JESUS. For Sin, 
the Tranſgreſſor is baniſhed from the bliſsful Preſence 
of GOD, and doomed to dwell with inextinguiſhable 
Burnings. Do We dread this grand Deſtroyer of our 
Happineſs? Dread it more than any Calamities, more 
than all Plagues? Take one of thoſe fine May-dukes, 
which glow with ſuch an mviting Scarlet, on yonder Eſ- 
palier. Offer it to the Blackbird, that ſerenades us from 
- the neighbouring Elm, The Creature, though fond of 

On this Account, becauſe We are naturally Lovers of Riches, of 
Pleaſure, and of the World, more than of GOD our SAVIOUR, 
the Scripture arraigns Us as Adulterers and Adultereſes, James iv. 4+ 

+ Eccleſ. xii, 4. | a 
. tne 
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the Dainty, will fly from your Hand, as haſtily as from 
a leveled Fowling Piece. He ſuſpects a Deſign upon 
his Liberty; and therefore will endure any Extremity, 
will even ſtarve to death, rather than taſte the mf 
tempting Delicacy in ſuch hazardous Circumſtances.— 
Are We equally fearful of an infinitely greater Danger ? 


Do We fly, with equal Solicitude “, from the delufive 


but deſtructive Wiles of Sin! Alas! Do not We too 
often ſwallow the Bait, even when We plainly diſcover 
the fatal Hook ? Do We not ſnatch the forbidden Fruit, 
though Conſcience remonſtrates; though GOD prohi- 
bits; though Death Eternal threatens ! 

Ther. Conſcience then, according to your own Ac- 
count, has eſcaped the general Shipwreck ; Conſcience 
is GOD's Vicegerent in the Soul, and executes her 


Office faithfully. Even the Gentiles ſbew the work of 


the Law written in their Hearts, their Conſcience alſo beur- 
ing witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean while accuſing or 
elſe excufing one another f. 


Aſp. If there be any Remains of the divine Image, 


perhaps, they are to be found in the Conſcience. But 


even this is not exempt from the common Ruin. —Con- - 


ſider its Light, It is like a dim Taper, feebly glimmer- 
ing; and juſt ſerving to make the Darkneſs viſible. Or, 
if it diſcovers, it diſcovers only an obſcure Something, 
We know not what. Which, inſtead of informing, tan- 
talizes Us; and inſtead of guiding, bewilders Us. As 
falſe and deluſory Lights on the Shore, put a Cheat 
upon the mariner; and, inſtead of directing Him to 
Safety, miſlead Him into Danger 4. Conſider its Ope- 

rations. 


* The infigating Admonition, tranſmitted to Breatizs by an anony- 
mous Letter, when the Papiſts had formed a Plot againſt his Lite, 
fy 


ould be the Rule of our Conduct on ſuch an Oecaſion; Fuge Fuge! 


citi — citiu citiſſimd. 
+ Ram. ii. 19. MethinRs, I would not tranſlate the Word def, 
the mean while, but alternately or interchangeably accuſing or exculing ; 


ſometimes one, ſometimes the other; in Contormity to the diffetent 


Circumſtances of their Lemper and Behaviour. 

t This ſeems to have been the Caſe with the Heathen World — 
Conſcience arraigned and found them guilty, This put them upon 
practiſing 


— . — 
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rations. It is either dumb or dead, or both. Dumb; 
or elſe how vehemently would it upbraid Us, for our 
ſhocking Ingratitude to our Supreme Omnipotent B E- 
NEFAC TOR? How loudly would it inveigh againſt 
our ſtupid Neglect of ſpiritual Intereſts, and eternal 
Ages? Dead; otherwiſe how keenly would it ſmart, 
when gaſhed with Wounds—numerous, as our repeated 
Violations of the divine Law—deep, as the horrid Ag- 

vations. of our various Iniquities. 
Ther. Do You call this an Anſwer to my Objection, 
Aſpaſio? If it be an Anſwer, it reſembles, in Point of 
ſatisfactory Evidence, the Light which You aſcribe unto 
the Conſcience. my IT. | | 

Aſp. The Gentiles, We own, ſhew the ort, but not 
the Love of the Law, written on their Hearts. Some 
leading Notices of Right and Wrong they have : ſome 
ſpeculative Strictures of Good and Evil. But without 
a real Abborrence of the One, or a cordial Delight in the 
Other. Which, far from ennobling their Nature, far 
from vindicating their Practice, argues the exceeding 
Depravity of the former, and renders the latter abſo- 
lutely without Excuſe. . | 

No; You ſay, Conſcience excuſes the Heathens. Ra- 
ther, their Conſcience bears witneſs to the Equity of the 
Law ; while their Thoughts make ſome weak Apology *, 
for the Tenour of their Conduct. This is from 
acquitting, far from juſtifying them.—Beſides, theſe 
weak Attempts to excule, are always founded on [gno- 
rance. Did they know themſelves, their Duty, or their 
GOD, Coaſcience would, without the leaſt Heſitation, 


practiſing their abeminable, ſometimes their ixhuman Idolatries. —Nay, 
this induced them to invent and propagate the moſt impious Miſrepre- 
ſentations of the DEITY. That they might Heath the Sting of 
Conſcience, and find ſome Safvo for their own Iniquities, they made 
even the Objects of their Worſhip, the Patron and the Precedents of 

their favourite Vices. "OP 
* The Word is awonoyuunur, fignifying the Attempt of an accuſed 
Perſon to vindicate Himſelf ; not emiuaproperrey, the Depoſition of a 
Witneſs, atteſting his Innocence; much leſs &xaiwoarrur, the Sentence 
of a Judge, pronouncing Him upright, wy 
| bring 
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bring in her Verdict, Guilty, The Apoſtle aſſures Us, 
that, till Faith, which is a divine Principle, takes place 
in our Breaſts, both the Mind and Conſcience are defiled * 
Here, and elſewhere, plainly intimating ; that the Con- 
ſcience 1s evil, and ever will be evil, till it is /prinkled 
with the Blood of CHRIST}. © 

It accuſes ſome, and it ought to accuſe, yea, to con- 


demn All. But even Here it evidences itſelf to be 


corrupt. For, its Accuſations are ſometimes erroneous ||, 
and not better than falſe Witneſs; ſometimes partial 9, 
and ſuborned by Appetite; and very, very often ineffec- 
tual.— Nay, when they do take Effect, they produce no 
Fruit that is truly good. They work not a genuine 
Humiliation, or an unfeigned Repentance ; but either a 
laviſh Dread of GOD, as a ſevere Judge; or Hatred 
of Him, as an inexorable Enemy. 

ber. Hatred of GO D—Aſtoniſhing Impiety ! Is it 
poſſible for the human Heart to admit ſuch enormous, 
almoſt incredible Wickedneſs ? 


* Tit. i. 15. + Heb. x. 22. 
The Apoſtle, I think, intimates as much, in the very 2 
Turn of his Expreſſion, 3 awoXoyuurmwy, accuſing or ever apologizing. 
As though the latter was a frange Act; quite unexpected, and utterly 
unreaſonable, in Creatures, altogether become abominable. 
|| Erroneous—What elſe was that grand Article in the Accuſations 
of Conſcience, mentioned, with ſuch particular Dinſtinction, by Virgil; 
Phleg yaſque miſerrimus omnes 
Admonet, & magnd teftatur Voce per Umbras, 
; Diſcite Fuſtitiam. moniti, & non temnere Divos. 

For Men to deſpiſe ſuch dunghil, worſe than dunghil Deities, had been 
their Virtue if done, and was their Duty to do. What elſe was that 
Voice of Conſcience, mentioned by our LORD, Fohn xvi. 2. or 
that, confeſſed by the Apoſtle, 4% xxvi. 9. | 

$ Partial—Otherwiſe, how could the moſt celebrated among the 
ancient Heroes applaud and practiſe, that execrable Crime, Self-Mar- 
der How could their firſt-rate Hiſtorians extol and almoſt conſecrate, 
that diabolical Principle of Action, Pride? How could their ableſt 
Teachers of Morality, not only tolerate, but eftabliſh the Error, by 
negleRing to find ſo much as a Name for that amiable Virtue, Hui. 
ih Or, Which is ſtill worſe, by uſing the Word to ſignify a diffage- 
nuous ſordid Practice, and an abje# daſtardly Spirit. Que omnia, par- 
tim infamia, partim humilia, atgue ab Honeſtate remota. Corn. Nep. 
in Pref. Orot av Tarvenrorare x; wieabixrorata ew. KXenoph, De Inſt. 


Cyr. Lib. vii. 
AD. 
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Aſp. You may well be aſtoniſhed, Theron; and GOD 
may juſtly demand; What Iniguity have my People found in 
me, that they are gone far from me e created them 
** out of Nothing, and endowed them with an immortal 
Soul. As à Father, I have provided for them. As 
« a Nurſe, I, have cheriſhed them.—I have given them 
« the Earth, and the Fulneſs thereof, for their preſent 
« Accommodation, I have prepared Heaven, and its 
« unſpeakable Happineſs, for their future Enjoyment. 
All my Creatures do them Service, and even my 

Angels miniſter unto their Good. Do they deſire 
greater Demonſtrations of my Love? I have given, 
% what was dearer to me than all Angels, than all 
« Worlds. I have given my SON from my Boſom, 
« to die in their Stead. Would they have farther Evi- 
« dences of my diſtinguiſhed Regard ? Behold ! I touch 
« the Mountains, and they ſmoke : I look upon the 
„ Earth, and it trembies: I caſt even the Princes of 
« Heaven, when they break my Law, into Chains of. 
« Darkneſs. But to diſobedient and rebellious Men, I 
<« condeſcend to aft as a Supplicant. Though highly 
« ured, and horribly affronted, I beſeech them—again 
40 — again I beſeech them—ſaying, Be YE RECONCILED 
« ro GOD.” 

To hate ſuν,' a GOD, is indeed the moſt deteſtable 
Impiety, almoſt incredible Wickedneſs. Yet Man, 
fooliſh Man, practiſes this Impiety, whenever, for the 
Sake of a vile Luſt, an ignoble Pleaſure, or an unruly 
Paſſion, He tranigreſſes the Command of his CREA- 
TOR. 

Shall I exemplify the Doctrine, in another of the At- 
ſect ions? 


Jer. ii. 5. | 
1 Hatred of GOD is fo Hoctiug an Expreſſion, « that one would 
almoſt with, never to hear or read it. But it occurs in our unerring 
Book ; is too often exemplified in common Life; and is engraven by 
corrupt Nature on every human Heart. See Ron. i. 30. Exod. xx. 5. 


Jan xv. 25. Rom, viii. 7. 
| Thyr. 
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Ther. In Truth, Apafio, I begin to be ſick of the 
Subject. If human Nature is fo uleerated, the leſs You 
touch it the better. — However,” let us not 1 omit 
the iraſcible Appetite. 

Aſp. Of this We have already ahn a K il 
You chooſe to ſee it in fuller Proportion, make your 
Obſervation on Fervidus.— Fervidus comes home in a 
Rage. See his fierce indignant Eye! Mark his wild 
irregular Gait! Now, his Cheek kindles into Flame: 
in a Moment, it is pale as the Corpſe. His Lips qui- 
ver, and Words are half choaked in their Utterance. 
Yet, though He can hardly ſpeak, He vows Revenge, 
and utters Imprecations.— What, I beſeech Vou, is the 
Cauſe of all this wondrous: Ferment? Why, tral 
Neighbour has dropt ſome reflecting Hint, or a "te 
vant has blunidered. in ſome trifling Meſſage. Such 
Uſage, Feruidus ſays, is intolerable; and fuch Negligence 
unpardonable.—'This ſame Fervidus has offered num- 
berleſs Affronts to his MAKER; He has moſt ſcan- 
dalouſly neglected the Will of his Almi ghty LORD; 
yet feels no Indignation againſt Himſelf. — is all Fury, 
when his own Credit is touched. But when the Intereft 
of CHRIST is wounded;. He can fit unconcerned, or 
paſs it off with a Laugh. — Anger, I acknowledge, i is 
ſometimes becoming and uſctul. But is bi its right 
Temperature ? This its proper Application? 

Ther. This is the Practice only dot ſome ow turbu- 
lent and boiſterous Spirits. To ſaddle their Qualities 
upon every Perſon, is a Procedure juſt as . 
the Madman's* Calculation was reaſonable; who 
an Account of every Ship, which entered the Harbour, 
and you it down for his own. 

The latter Part of my Charge, I fear, is appli- 
cal +1 more than a few.— However, let Us conſider 
the moſt calm and /edate Minds, How are they affected 
under Injuries ? Do they never aggravate Failings' into 
Crimes? Do they find it eaſy to abſtain oe every 


* Thraſylus, an Athenian. 
Emotion 
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Emotion of IIl-will? - Eaſy to love their Enemies, and 
do Good to Thoſe who hate them ? Theſe godlike Tem- 
pers, if our Nature: was not degenerated, would be the 
ſpontaneous Produce of the Soul. But now, alas! they 
are not raiſed, without much Difficulty ; ſeldom come to 
any conſiderable Degree of Eminence; never arrive at a 
State of true Perfection. An undoubted Proof, that they 
are Exotics, not Natives of the Soil. | 
No We are ſpeaking of Plants, caſt your Eye upon 
the Kitchen-garden, | Many of thoſe Herbs, will per- 
fume the hard Hand, which cruſhes them; and embalm 
the rude Foot, which tramples on them. Such was the 
benign Conduct of our LORD. He always overcame 
Evil with. Good. When his 1 diſregarded Him, 
in his bitter Agony, Ne made the kindeſ# Excuſe for 
their ungrateful Stupidity *#. When his Enemies, with 
unparalleled Barbarity, ſpilt his very Blood; He pleaded 
their Ignorance, as an Extenuation of their Guilt .—!s 
the ſame: Spirit in Us, which was alſo in our Divine 
MASTER? Then are our Paſſions rightly poiſed, and 
duly tempered. - But if Reſentment kindles, and Ani- 
moſity rankles in our Hearts; this is an/infallible Sign, 
that We ſwerve from our S A VIOURꝰs Pattern; con- 
ſequently, are fallen from our primitive Rectitude. 
- | Ther. What ſay Lou of the Fancy ? This ſure, if no 
other Faculty, retains the primitive Rectitude. What 
Pictures does ſhe ſorm, and what Excurſions does ſhe 
make? She can dive to the Bottom of the Ocean; can 
foar to the Height of the Stars; and walk upon the 
Boundaries of Creation. $3 *: Tier 
Afp. That the Fancy is lively and excurſive, I readily 
t. It can out- travel the Poſt, or out-fly the Eagle. 
But if it travel only to pick Shells; or fly abroad, to 
bring home Miſcbief; then, I apprehend, though Lou 
ſhould admire the Faculty, You will hardly be in Rap- 
tures with its Agency.— This is the real Truth. Our 
Fancy, till divine Grace regulate and exalt its Operations, 


* Matt, xxvi. 41. f Luke xxili. 34. 


r 
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is generally employed in picking painted Shells, or cul- 
ling. venomous Herbs. Weaving (as the Prophet very 
elegantly, and no leſs exactly deſcribes the Caſe) the Spi- 
ders Web, or hatching Cockatrice Eggs. Buſied in the 
moſt abſurd Impertinencies ; or acting in Speculation, 
the vileſt Iniquities. That, which ſhould be 4 Garden 
incloſed, a Fountain ſealed f, for the PRINCE of Peace, 
is the Thoroughfare of Vanity.—And even when We 
are renewed from above, O! how neceflary is it, to 
keep an inceſſant Watch, and exerciſe a ſtrict Diſcipline, 
over this volatile, variable, treacherous Vagrant { 

The Memory, as well as the Fancy, is impaired ; or, 
if not impaired, is debauched. Why elſe does it fo 
firmly retain the Impreſſions of an Injury, but fo eaſily 
let flip the Remembrance of a Benefit? Any idle Fop- 
peries, which ſooth our Vanity, and increaſe our Corrup- 
tion, cleave to the Thoughts, as the vexatious Burr to 
our Clothes. While the noble Truths of the Goſpel, 
and the rich Mercies of a gracious GOD, ſlide awa 
from the Mind, (as Water from the Feathers of a Swan 
and leave no laſting Trace behind them. This double 
perverſeneſs is very emphatically, and too truly repre- 
ſented by Feremiab; Can a Maid forget her Ornaments, 
or 4 Bride her Attire * Yet my People have forgotten me, 
Days without number F.—If We hear a looſe Hint, or 
read an immodeſt Expreſſion, they are almoſt ſure to 
faſten themſelves on our Memory. If ſhaken off, they 
follow Us with a troubleſome Importunity. If excluded, 
as unwelcome Viſitants, they force themſelves, again 
and again, upon our Imagination. They dog Us to 
the Cloſet ; they haunt our moſt retired Hours; and too 
often diſturb our very Devotions.—Tell me now, can 
that Faculty be upright and uncorrupted, which 1s a per- 
feratag Sieve, to tranſmit the Beneficial ; but a thirſty 
Sponge, to imbibe the Pernicious |. nf * Wm 

| e 


3 " 
e Tal. Ur. oo + Cant i 1. {fer ge. | 
This Remark ſuggeſts a ſolid Confutatlon of that ſpecious Ax 
gumegt, frequently uſed in Behaff af ſome faſbinable but difſolute Di- 
Vor, Is M m verſiots. 
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Ther. Well, my Friend, whatever Guilt I or Others 
have contracted, Flattery, I dare be poſitive, is none of 
yours, Human Nature has received no heightening or 
adulatory Touches from your Pencil. You have pour- 
— Her fooliſh and beaftly, and every Thing bad but 

iſh. | | « 

. And this, even this Abomination, I muſt not 
ſecrete, I dare not except. —Ezvy is a deviltſh Diſpoſi- 
non. It ſubſiſts no where, but in damned Spirits, and 
fallen Souls. Yet, infernal as it is, it has been found in 
Perſons of the moſt exalted Character. The magnani- 
mous Joſbua felt its cancrous Tooth“. The Diſciples 
of the bleſſed FESUS were ſoured with its malignant 
Leaven 7. An Apoſtle declares, that the Spirit which 
dwelleth in Us luſteth to Envy ; is impetuouſly prone to 
that deteſtable Temper. - * bak | 

Lying is conteſſedly a diabolical Practice. Yet, how 
unaccountably forward are our Children, to utter Falſ- 
hood ? As ſoon as they are born, they go aſtray; and as 
ſoon as they ſpeak, they ſpeak Lies.—I ſaid znaccount- 
ably. But I recal the Expreſſion. The Cauſe is evi- 
dent. They have loſt the Image of the GOD of 
Truth; and are become like that apoſtate Spirit, who #s 
a Lyar, and the Father of it |. e 
What think you of Malice, of Hate, and Revenge? 

Are they not each a Species of Murder, and the Seed 
of the old Serpent? Unleſs, therefore, We are entirely 
free from all thoſe helliſh Emotions, We muſt, We muſt 
acknowledge, that the Prince of this World & has his 
Party within Us. May the Almighty Hand of our 
GOD extirpate and ſubdue it, Day by Day 


verſions. © They are interſperſed, fay their Admirers, with Senti- 
« ments of Virtue, and Maxims of Morality. Should We admit 
the 'T'ruth of this Plea ; yet the depraved Diſpoſition of Mankind, is 
pretty ſure to drop the Morality,.and carry away the Ribaldry. - 


| — Dociles imitandis 
Turpibus ac pravis omnes ſumuts. 
* Numb. xi. 29. + Matt. xx. 24. + James ir. 5. 


Jenn vii, 4. John xiv. 30. 
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Fou tell me I am 10 Flatterer.— Should a. Perſon, 
who profeſſes Himſelf the Friend of his Fellow-crea- 
tures, ſoothe them into a falſe Peace? Should He bolſter 
them up in a groundleſs Conceit of their Excellency, 
when they really are no better than © an unclean Thing ?” 
Shall the Surgeon aſſure his Patient, «© All is well; 
even when the Mortification has taken place, and the 
Gangrene is ſpreading ? This were to refine the firſt out 
of all Benevolence, and to flatter the laſt into his Grave. 
A Diſputant of leſs Complaiſance than my Theron, 
would probably aſk, with a contemptuous Sneer; Have 
« You then been drawing your own. Picture? To 
whom I would reply, with Confuſion, and Sorrow, I 
© have.“ Alledging this only, to moderate my Confu- 
ion; That I am daily ſeeking, by Prayer and Watchful- 
neſs, more and more to put off: this old Man, wbich is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful Luſts *, 

And, to alleviate my Sorrow, I am endeavouting con- 
tinually to remember; That, however unworthy I am, 
however vile I may have been, my adored R E- 
DEEMER's Righteouſneſs is perfect; and in this 
Righteouſneſs, every Believer is to make his Boaſt. 

er. So then' Man is blind in his Underſtanding} 
rverſe in his Will; diſorderly in his Affe tions; in- 
uenced by Diſpoſitions, which are partly brutal, and 
y diabolical.— 1 have often heard You extol, in 
erms of high Admiration, the Virtue of Humility. 
ou have laviſhed all the Riches of Eloquence, when 
ing on Poverty of Spirit. If ſuch be the Con- 
dition of Mankind, they have infinite Cauſe to be poof 
in Spirit. They muſt, therefore, have one Excellency 
left; and, according to your own Account, a very diſtin- 
ouſhing One. ö 

Aſp. Scarce any Thing diſplays, in a more glaring 
Light, the extreme Depravity of Man, than his ſtrong 
Propenſity to Pride; notwithſtanding ſo much Vileneſs, 
and fo many Deformities.— Should the noiſome Leper 


2 Eph. iv. 22. a . 
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admire the Beauty of his Complexion, or the impotent 
. Paralytic glory in the Strength of his Sinews ; would they 
not be miſtaken, even to a Degree of Sottiſhneſs and 
Frenzy? Yet, for Man, fallen Man, who has loſt his 
original Righteouſneſs, which was the true Ornament 
of his Nature ; who is become ſubject to baſe and ſordid 
Luſts, or, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, is earthly and ſenſual— 
for Him to be proud, is ſtill more abſurdly wicked. And 
ſince this is the Caſe, I cannot acquit Him from the laſt 
and heavieſt Article of the ſacred Writer's Charge; I 
have a freſh and more convincing Proof, that We do 
Him no Wrong, when We call his Nature, his * 
ſition, his Viſdom.— deviliſb . 

Der. Why do you reckon Pride an univerſally pre- 
vailing Corruption ? I ſee no Ground for ſuch a diſho- 
nourable Suſpicion. . I hope, I my/elf am an Inſtance of 
the contrary. To unguarded Sallies of Paſſion, to ſe- 
| veral other Faults, I conſeſs myſelf fubject, but cannot 
think that I am proud. . . - 

A. Ah! Theron, if You was not proud, You would 
not be paſliOnate.  Unreaſonable Anger always proceeds 
from an over-weening Opinion of our own Worth. — 
One who, beſides his acquired Knowledge of human 
Nature, had the ſupernatural Gift" of diſcerning Spirits, 
is obſerved to join Humility and Meekneſs f. Intimating, 
_ that they are amiable Twins; and where the former 


Ek xiſts, the latter cannot be abſent. Always conſiſtent 


wich Himſelf,” He links together the oppoſite Vices, 
heady and high-minded | : not obſcurely hi lining, that 
thoſe who are eaſily provoked, are certainly proud.— 
Shall I add, without Offence ? If we fancy our Minds to 
clear from the Weeds of Vanity, and dur Thoughts 

ee from the Workings of Self — it is a moſt 


7 - * "oF : 1 1 
2M | James ili. RY 


*$: Eb. ir. 2. The ſame Connexion is made by our: LORD; 
Learn of ME, for I am meek and lowly. | 
12 Tims iii. 4. In the ſame. Strain ſpeaks [/aiab; Hi Pride und 
bis Wrath. Chap. xvi. 6. 
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pregnant Symptom, that We are over-run with the firſt ; - 


are abandoned to the laſt ; and blinded by both. 
Pride was the firſt Sin, that found Entrance into our 


Nature; and it is, perhaps, the laſt that will be expelled. 


— What are all our Afflictions, but a Remedy provided 
for this inveterate Diſeaſe? Intended to bide Pride 


from Man. What is the Inſtitution of the Goſpel, but 


a Battery erected againſt this Strong-hold of Satan? 
Ordained to caſt down every high Imagination f.— 
Though that Remedy is often applied, though this Bat- 
tery is continually playing ; yet the peccant Humour is 
not entirely purged off, nor the Elatement of Spirit to- 
tally ſubdued, till Martality i is ſwallowed up of Life. 
Pride is the Sin, which moſt eaſily beſets Us. oO 
can ſay, I have made my Heart clean Þ from this Iniquity ? 
It defiles our Duties, and intermingles itſelf with our 
very Virtues, It ſtarts up, I know not how, in our moſt 
folemn Hours, and our moſt ſacred Employs.—The 


good Hezetiab, whoſe Prayers were more powerful than 


all the Forces of Sennacherib, was not Proof againſt the 


Wiles of this ſubtle Sorcereſs |... Even the holy Apoſtle, - 


who had been caught up into the third Heaven, was 


in Danger of being puffed up with Pride. In ſuch great 


Danger, that it was 1 put a Lancet into 
gathering Tumour ; or, as Himſelf expreſſes it, 


fix a Thorn in hir 25 2 and n the Me Meſſenger f | 


Satan to of Him. 


(81 


ebe $4 TY t Prov, xx, 9. Pp 


| 2 Chron.; $xxti. . | 
5 2 Cr. Thorn wh as much Perplexity to tha 


Commentators, 2 "ie; ive Pain to the poſtle. Some have found pa- 


ralytic Symptams in- he Paſſage, „with . —— Diſtortions of the | 
Countenance. Some hape A A en Head. ach, or a grie vous ge- 


phritic Diſeaſe. Others ha Ve been peſtered with, or rather dreamt- of, 
I know not what i impot tunate 

To me the Senſe is perfectly clear, and feems fully ly exp lained by the 
Apoſtle Himſelf. —The. Thorn was in e F; alation that 
affected not his ſpiritual, but his bodily N was inflited by # 
Meſſenger of Satan; by perſecuting Zealots, who were the Emiffartes 
and Agents of Hell; whom Ih inſtigated to harraſs and tarment 

4 | 
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| How pathetically is this Corru ption lamented, and 
how wy ev in ee ger four Jr 


But Pride, that buſy Sin, | 
Spoils all that Tperform, , 
Curs'd Pride ! that creeps ſecurely in, 
And fwells a haughty Worm, | 


Dy Glories J abate, 
Or praiſe Thee with Deſign ; 
Part of thy Favours I forget, 
Or think the Merit mine. 


The very Songs 1 frame, \ 
Are faithleſs to thy Cauſe; 
And ſteal the Honours of thy Name, 
To build their own Applauſe “. 


Ther. Now, I preſume, You haye given the Jaſt 


Touches to your diſtorted Pourtrait, 


this eminent Miniſter of C HRIST.—In what it conſiſted, the tenth 
Verſe declares ; in Reproaches, Neceſſities, Perſecutions, Diftreſſes, Theſe 
were the [njirmities, theſe the Calamities, which, at the firſt Onſet, 


ſtartled and ſhocked the unexperienced Soldier: from which He thrice, 
or tedly, prayed to be delivered: but with which the Wiſdom 


of GOD ſaw it proper, to leave Him almoſt continually exerciſed, 
Theſe are what He means by (ein) the ignominious and painful 


Buffetings. In ſhort, theſe both pointed the Thorn, and planted it in 


his Fleſh. 
The ative Particles ey, de, and the comparative Adverb waar, I 


think, not only countenance, but require this Interpretation. 9. d. 


« Therefore, ſince the divine Grace will be ſufficient for me; enable 
«« me to improve from and triumph over, the ſharpeſt Trials: fince, 
« in accompliſhing this, the Strength and Power of CHRIST will 
« be illuſtrioyſly diſplayed: I will, henceforward, rather welcome 
than dread, rather acquieſce in than depreeate, the afflitive Cir, 
« cumitances.—Since this Thorn is made to bear Fruit fo advanta- 
1 geous to myſelf, and ſo honourable tomy SAVIOUR, it ſhall 
“ no longer he the Subject of my Complaint, but of my Complacency 
« (wor z) and the Cauſe, not of my Regret, but of my Glecying 


#6 fannt. 
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Aſp. There are other diſagreeable and ſhocking Fea- 
tures, But thoſe I ſhall caſt into Shades, or hide under 


a Veil. One Particular You muſt allow me to add; 


which, like a ſullen Air in the Countenance, throws ag- 
gravated Horror over the Whole. I mean, An Inclina- 
tion to be fond of our Slavery. Do you remember the 
Story of Demaratus, the Lacedemonian Prince? © ' 
Ther. Being depoſed by his Countrymen, and baniſhed 
from Sparta, He was conſtrained to ſeek Protection in 


the Perſian Court. For a while He might ſeem recon- 
ciled to his Vaſſalage, and ſuppreſs the Spartan in his 


Breaſt. But when He, beheld Leonidas and his gallant 


Troops preparing to defend the Paſs of Thermopylz, He 


could diſguiſe Himſelf. no longer. The Tears trickled 


down his Cheeks. He bitterly lamented his-diſhonour- 
able, Situation. He extolled the Grecians to NXerxes's 
Face; and longed to join thoſe brave Patrons of Liberty. 


But was detained, ſtill detained, by his hard Circum- 
ſtances, among the vile Stipendaries of Tyranny “*. 


Aſp. Yes; in this Inſtance, and in others, the captive a 
Exile haſteth to be locſed f. But We alas! We prefer 
Bondage to Freedom, and are loth to leave our Priſon. 


—Of this, our Backwardneſs to Self- Examination Þ, is 


both a Conſequence and a Proof.— Self. Examination, 
under the Agency of the bleſſed SPIRIT, would open 


a Window in our Dungeon; would ſhew Us our 


wretched Condition, and teach Us to ſigh for Deli- 


verance. Why have We ſuch a Diſlike of Reproof ? 


Becauſe We hug our Chains, and chooſe Dark neſs rather 


than Light, Reproof is more grating than the harſheſt 


Diſcord; though it tends to diſſolve the Enchantment, 


and reſcue Us from the Tyranny of Sin. While Flat- 


lery, which abets the Deluſion, and ſtrengthens the Spell, 


is Muſic to our Ears.—Is not our Reaſon, which ſhould 


The generous Spirit, but calamitous Fate, of this royal Exile - 


are finely deſcribed in Mr. Grover's Leonidas, Book III. 
rn 8 
t - Nemo in ſecſe deſcendere, Nemo 
Cogitat, | | PzRs. 


M m 4 arraign 


. 
— DD TT ered — N 


536 DIALOGUE xII. 


arraign and condemn every Irregularity, forward to ip- 
vent Excuſes, and to ſpare the favourite Folly? Reaſon, 
which -ſhould unſnheath the Dagger, ſuperinduces the 
Maſe ; and, inſtead of ſtriking at the Heart of our Vices, 
ſcreens them under the Cover of ſome plauſible Names. 
A wicked Habit is called a human Infirmity; inſnaring 
Diverſions paſs for innocent Amuſements ; a revengeful 
Diſpoſition is termed Spirit, Gallantry, &>d Honour. 
Thus our Reaſon (if, when ſo egregiouſly perverted, it 
deſerves the Name) is ingenious to obſtruct our Reco- 
very; and rivets. on the Shackles, which' our Paſſions 
have formed “. | | | 

This the eternal WISDOM foreſaw, and therefore 
uttered that tender Expoſtulation ; How long Ye ſimple 
Ones will Te love Simplicity, and Scorners delight in their 
Scorning, and Fools hate Knowledge ? Even the ineftimably 
precious Knowledge of an all-atoning and completely- 
juſtifying SAVIOUR ; who preaches, who has pur- 
chaſed, and who works Deliverance—preaches in his 
Word, has purchaſed by his Blood, and works by his 
SPIRIT, Deliverance for the Captives—the wretched 
Captives of Ignorance, Sin, and Death f. 
This I take to be the moſt flagrant and deplorable Ef- 
fect of human Depravity—our Averſion to the Doc- 
trine, the Privileges, the Grace of the Goſpel. Be- 
ware, my dear Friend, leſt You prove my Point by— 
hall I ſpeak it? Would You ſuſpe& it? your own 
Practice. Zealous as I am for my Tenets, I ſhould be 
ſorry, extremely ſorry, to have ſuch a Demonſtration of 
their Truth. 

Ther. You are highly obliging, Aſpaſio, to ſingle me 
out for your Evidence. Yet hy ſhould the Honour 


* Perhaps, this is what our LORD means, when, developing the 
human Heart, and diſcovering its latent Enormities, He cloſes the 
dark Account with appoovm, Fooli/one/s : implying that Stupidity, 
which has no Senſe of its Miſery ; that Perwerſene/s, which has no De- 
fire of a Recovery.. Both which render all the other Evils far more 
inveterate, Mark vii. 22. | | 


+ Luke iv, 18, 
| be 
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be appropriated to myſelf? It belongs, upon the Foot 
of the preceding Calculation, not to your Friend only, 
but to the whole Species.—If You was aiming at None 
but the Licentious and Abandoned, You would have 
None to oppoſe You, but Perſons of that Character. 


Your Arrows of Satire, would then be rightly leveled, 


and might be ſerviceable to Mankind. Whereas, to put 
All in the blaek Liſt; to mark All with the Villain's 
Brand; this can never be Chriſtian Charity; this is un- 
ſufferable Cenſoriouſneſs. n 
Aſp. Let me beſeech You, Theron, not to miſappre- 
hend my Deſign. I ſpeak not as a malevolent Satiriſt, 
but would imitate the faithful Phyſician. I am opening 
the Sore, that it may admit the healing Balm; and 
ſhould I-perform the Operation with an envenomed In- 
ſtrument? My Soul abhors the Thought.—I muſt en- 
treat You likewiſe to remember the Diſtinction, between 
2 State of Nature, and a State of Grace, We are all 


naturally evil. The World, ſays the ' Apoſtle—leſt We 


ſhould imagine, that the Charge is advanced only againſt - 
ſome abandoned Wretches, He enlarges the Indict- 
ment; He renders it univerſal - the whole World; not 
barely Slips by Inadvertence into a fingle Sin, or Falls 
through Infirmity into ug BE) Miſcarriages, but /ieth in 
Wickedneſs *. As the Ax-head, mentioned by the ſacred / 
Hiſtorian, lay all torpid and ſluggiſh at the Bottom of 
Fordan F. In this miſerable Condition We ſhould re- 
main ; yes, ever remain, did not a ſupernatural Power 
work in Us both to will and to do; ſomewhat like that 
Power which cauſed the ponderous Iron to riſe in the 
Water, and ſwim on the Surface. | 

It is this ſupernatural Power which makes ſome to 
differ, both from their original Selves, and from -the 
Generality of their Neighbours, —Are they refined in 


+ 1 John v. 19. Kai, Hieth, as a Babe in its Swaddling-cloaths, 
without any Inclination to riſe; X81j4800 Ev OaTIN., Luke 11. 12.—as a 
Corpſe on the Field of Battle, without any Ability to riſe; « N «ws 
No x4470 raue. Iliad. T. 5 

+ 2 Kings vi. 6. =. 
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their Temper, and reformed in their Life ? I grant it, 


But then it is not any Ability of their own, it is the In- 
fluence of the ſanctifying SPIRIT; which purges 
away their Droſs; yet not without leaving /me Alloy... 
Ther. Here, Apaſio, You certainly ſtrain the Bow, 
till it breaks. Since Scripture itſelf celebrates ſome Per- 
ſons, as abſolutely perfect. What fays Moſes, the in- 
ſpired Hiftorian ? Noah was perfect in his Generation . 


What ſays the GOD of Maſes, who can neither de- 


ceive, nor be deceived ? Job was à perfelt Man and an 


upright f. Conſequently, their Nature muſt be entirely |. 
cleanſed from this hereditary Defilement ; and heir 


Character confutes your derogatory Repreſentations of 
Mankind. 


Aſp. Thoſe eminent Saints were 1 That is. 
4. Sanctified in all their 
Faculties. No one Grace of Religion was lacking. As 


they were ſanctiſed throughout. Sanctifi 


in the new- born Infant, there is a human Creature com- 


lete: no conſtituent Part of the vital Frame is want⸗ 
ing: though each is tender; all are very feeble; and 


none arrived at the full Size. 


They were upright.” This Word ſeems to. be expla- 
natory of the preceding; and ſignifies an unfeigned Pe- 


fire, joined with a hearty Endeavour, to obey the whole 
Wil of GOD : excluding, not all Pefect; but all pre- 
vailing Hypocriſy, and wilfu! Remiſſneſs.— The Inter- 


retation, thus limited, is of a Piece with their Conduct. 


[f ſtretched to a higher Pitch, it is evidently inconſiſtent 
with the Narrative of their Lives. 


Pray, what 'was your Motive, for decorating the 6I- 


van Retirement (which ſheltered Us yeſterday) with the 
Statue of Elijah ? | 


* 


Ther.” Becauſe I thought, his ſolitary Life, and gloomy | 


Temper, ſuited that ſcqueſtered Bower. Becauſe the 
memorable Adventure, there repreſented is, with me, a 
favourite Portion of ſacred Hiſtory,  _ 
Are We pleaſed with ſpirited and delicate Rallery? 
Nothing exceeds his pungent Sarcaſm on the ſtupid and 


+ Gen. vi. 9, + Job i. 1. 
| deſpicable 
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deſpicable Dupes of Idolatry. Every Sentence is keen 


as a Razor, and pointed as a Dagger, yet wears the Ap- 


arance of the moſt courtly Complaiſance. We may 
truly ſay, in the beautiful Language of the Pſalmiſt, 


His Words are ſmoother than Oil, and yet be they very 


Swords. 


Are We delighted with Inſtances of Magnanimity ? A 


ſingle Prophet, unſupported by any human Aid, main- 
tains the Cauſe of Truth, againſt the King, his Gran- 
dees, and hundreds of the apoſtate Prieſts, He ven- 


tures to ſtake all his Credit, to riſk his very Life, and 
(what was dearer to Him than perſonal Credit, or bodily - 


Life) the. Honour of the true GOD, and Intereſts. of 
his holy Religion—to riſk all ,on the immediate Interpo- 
fition of a moſt ſurpriſing Miracle, 


Do We admire the Triumphs of Faith ? His Faith 


was, in a manner, - omnipotent. He prays, and Tor- 


rents of Fire deſcend from the Sky, to devour his Ad- 


verſaries F,—He prays again, and the Sluices of Hea- 
ven are ſbut; there is neither Dew nor Shower for ſeve- 
ral Years F.—A third Time He prays, and the Win- 
dows from on High are opened, Abundance of Rain 


waters the Earth |.—On another Occaſion, He preſents 
his Supplications, and G OD makes his Feet like Harts 
Feet. Inſomuch that an aged Prophet outruns the royal 


Chariot 5. | 

Aſp. I commend your Taſte, Theron : and am par- 
ticularly pleaſed with the Reaſons of your Choice. But 
do not you remember, that even the Wonder-workin 


Tiſ»bite failed in his Reſignation, and failed in his Faith? 


Eminent as He was for Mortification, He gave way to 


unreaſonable Diſcontent ; and, though a Champion for 


* r Kings xviii. 27. And it came to paſs at Noon, that Eljah + 


mocked them, and ſaid ; Cry ald; for He is a God. Either He is 
talking, or He is purſuing, or He is in a Fourney, or peradventure He 
Aecpeth, and muſt be awaked. | 


+ 2 Kings i. 10. 1 Kings xvii. 1. James v. 17, 18. 
3 1 Kings xviii, 46, | | | 


the 
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the living G OD, He yielded to unbelieving Fear. 
The Man Moſes was very Meek, above all the Men which 
were upon the Face of the Earib f: Yet He, even He 
was provoked in his Spirit, and ſpake unadviſedly with 
his Lips. — Was not Peter the Hero among our 
LORD's Followers? Yet He trembles, more than 
trembles, at the Shaking of a Leaf; He denies his Di- 
vine MASTER, ſcared by the Voice of a Woman. 

Look where-ever We will, We find Proofs of human 
Depravity ; reigning «ncontrouled in Some, making fre- 
quent InſurreFion in All. It is written on our own 
Hearts, by the Pen of Experience; the Finger of Ob- 
ſervation points it out, in the Practice of others. Even 
in the Practice of Thoſe, who have been Saints of the firſt 
Rank, and of the higheſt Endowments. Yet they were 
defetive.—DefeCtive too, in tbat very Quality, which 
was their diſtinguiſhing Gift; in which they particularly 
excelled. - 


Ther. While We are talking, the Day has inſenſibly 
ſtole itſelf away, and left Us ſurrounded with Twilight. 
Which is a Sort of Luſtre intermingled with Darkneſs : 
no Part wholly lucid; no Part wholly obſcure.—An 
Emblem, according to your Repreſentation, of the re- 
newed Soul, and its imperfe& Holineſs. 

App. A very juſt one.—Even where the Goſpel ſhines, 
ſtill there is an intercurrent Gloom of Corruption. Ig- 
norance mixes itſelf with our Knowledge. Unbelief 
cleaves to our Faith. Nor is our Purity free from all 
Contamination. —The Prophet Zechariah, foretelling the 


Elias, or rather-Eljah, was a Man ſubje# to like Paſſions as We 
are, James v. 17. Upon which Paſſage, an eminent Commentator 
makes the following Remark ; This probably is ſaid, with reſpect 
cc to his Fear and Di/content, manifeſted 1 Kings xix. 3, 4.—Opow- 
rab maſt, I think, imply a State, liable to the irregular Workings 
of Paſſion; not free from the /inful Infirmities of Nature, Other- 
wiſe, 1t is an Inſtance foreign to the Purpoſe ; does by no Means an- 
ſwer the End deſigned; which is to encourage the Heart, and 
i the Faith, even of frail, corrupt, offending Creatures. See 

er. 16. 1 # | 

.+ Numb, kii. 3. r Pfal. evi. 33. 
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Eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel Kingdom, and deſcribing 
the State of its ſpiritual Subjects, ſays; I ſhall come to paſs 
in that Day, that the Light ſhall not be clear nor dark *. 
This, as to its [eral Senſe, We now ſee exemplified in 
the circumambient Atmoſphere. With regard to its /Þi- 
ritual Meaning, every true Believer feels it accomplithed 
in his own Breaſt, 

Ther. While You are ſo vehement, in decrying all 
human Attainments; conſider, Apaſio, whether You 
do not check and diſpirit Us, in the Purſuit of exalted 
Virtue, . | 

Ap. I ſuppoſe, You never expected to be ſuch an 
Adept in Geometry as Archimedes, nor ſo profound an 
Aſtronomer as Newton ; yet this did not check your Ap- 
plication to the Study of Mathematics, or the Contem- 
plation of the Heavens. —Your Brother. the Merchant, 
I preſume, has no Proſpect of amaſſing the Wealth of 
a Creſus, or the immenſe Treaſures of a Kouli-Kan 1; 
yet this does not diſpirit Him in proſecuting the Buſineſs, 
which brings Him both Opulence and Honour. 


* Zech, xiv. 6, 7. This Paſſage ſeems to be one of the Jvorara, 


Things difficult to be under ſtond. Therefore I may be pardoned for an 
Attempt to clear up the Meaning; and not ſeverely cenſured, even 
though I ſhould miſcarry in the Attempt. I.: fall come to paſs in 
that Day there ſhall not be Light, full, unintermitted, and ſtrong; but 
now Effulgence (Mp Preciouſneſs, _ xxxi. 26.) and Clearneſs of 
Viſion, ano: Ob/curity (MRBp Coagulatio, Denſity) and Dimneſs of 
Viſion. Yet it ball be one, real, determinate Day; whoſe Duration, 
whoſe Properties, and all whoſe Circumſtances, are known to the 
LORD. Thus much He hath graciouſly revealed by his Prophet, 
that, during the firſt Periods of this wonderful Diſpenſation, it all 
not be entire Day, nor. entire Night; but a Mixture or Interchange of 
both. Sometimes Grace triumphant, fomerimes Sin rebelling, in the 
Hearts of Believers. Sometimes Calamity darkening, ſometimes Prof. 
perity brightening, the State of the Church. However, at Ever-tide, 
when ſuch an Appearance is leaſt expected, it ball be unmixed, pre- 
vailing, perfect Light, Then the Light of the Moon ſhall be as the 
Light of the Sun, and the Light of the Sun as the Light of ſeven 
Days. Then ſhall Satan be trodden under Foot, and the LOR D's 
People ſhall be all righteous. 

+ The Freaſures, which this Perſſan Ravager, this avaricious Bar- 
barian amaſſed, in his Invaſion of the Mogu/'s Dominions, amounted 
to more than eighty-/even Millions of Money. 


4 However, 
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However, Theron, fo long as You deny the Imputa- 
tion of CHRIST”s Righteouſneſs, I muſt acknowledge, 
You act a conſiſtent Part, in being zealous for the Per- 
fection of perſonal Obedience. You ought either to 
acquire the One, or to accept the Other. Therefore, I 
ſhall produce no more Arguments for your Diſcourage- 
ment ; but ſhall comprize the Whole of my Anſwer, in 
the Motto to an 1riſþ Nobleman's Arms, Txy. Or, if 
this be too conciſe, I will ſubjoin, with a very little Al- 
teration, the Words of a Jewiſh King; © When You 
cc have attained what You purſue, bring me Word again, 
« that I may go, and attain it alſo *,” 

Ther. According to your Account, the moſt ad- 
vanced and eſtabliſhed Chriſtians, are but like a Com- 
pany of Invaiids, Does not this extremely derogate 
from the Honour of our LORD, conſidered as the 
Phyſician of Souls ? It ſeems to make a mere Nothi 
of Sanctification; and would ſwallow up CHRIST the 
King, in CHRIST the Prieſt. 

Aſp. Invalids they are : and ſuch will continue, till 
they are diſmiſſed from this great Infirmary, and ad- 
mitted into that holy, happy, bleſſed World: Where the 
Inbabitant ſhall no more ſay, J am either in Soul or in 


Body /ick . 


Matt. ii. 8. ä 
+ Do not the beſt of Men lament their Ignorance of the divine Per- 
fections, their Slowneſs of Heart to believe the divine Promiſes, and 
the Languor of their Gratitude for ineſtimable, for innumerable Gifts 
of the divine Goodneſs ?—Do they not frequently feel Deadneſs in 
their Devotions, Diſorder in their Affections, and various other Re- 
lics of the original Leaven?—Do they not often complain, in the 
Language of the Apoſtle, When I would do God, Evil is preſent avith 
me? And ſay, with the earlieſt Chriftians, We that are in this Taber. 
nacle do groan, being burdened? Burdened, not ſo much with Afflic- 
tion: thoſe Heroes in Chri/tianity had learnt to rejoice in Tribulation. 
But burdened with a Senſe of their ſpiritual Infirmities, and with the 
Workitigs of their inbred Corruption. Which, to a tender and lively 
Believer, are the heavieſt of Croſſes, and the moft galling of Loads,— 
Nay; do not the Heirs of Glory wva/h their very Robes, even their 
faireſt Deeds, and their brighteſt Graces, in the Blood of the LAMB? 
Which, if they were free from Spot, and void of Impurity, need not 
be made white in this ſacred Fountain. See 2 Cor, v. 4. Rev. vii. 14. 
4 Iſai. xxxiii. 24. 
It 
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If the Cure was never to be compleated, this doubt- 
leſs would he diſhonourable to our Almighty PHY S1- 
CIAN. But the ſpiritual Recovery, begun on Earth, 
and adyancing through Time, will be perfected in Hea- 
ven, and prolonged to Eternity. Does this make a mere 
Nothing of Sanctification? No, but it makes Room for 
a continual Progreſs, and affords Cauſe for continual Hu- 
miliation. It reſerves a moſt exalted Prerogative, for 


the heavenly State and beatific Viſion; and perpetually . 


reminds Us of a moſt important Truth, That our pre- 
ſent Bleſſedneſs conſiſts, not in being free from all Sin, 
but in having »0 Sin imputed to Us *. 

This Imperfection of our Obedience, inſtead of 
confounding, maintains a proper Diftin#ion between 
CHRIST the King, and CHRIST the Prieſt. Where- 


as, if We were perfect in Piety, the prieſtly Office, with 


regard to Us, would be ſuperſeded. What Need of an 
Interceſſor, to recommend our Prayers? What Occa- 
ſion for an High Prieſt, to bear the Tniquity of our holy 
Things +? If ſome Taint of our original Leaven did 
* our beſt Services? 
either does this detract from the Wiſdom, from the 

Goodneſs, or from the Power of CHRIST. It rather 
adminiſters to the advantageous Diſplay of all theſe di- 
vine Attributes. —Of his of ac in conducting the 
Affairs of his Church with ſu 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith may have its due Honour, 
and the Sanctification of the SPIRIT its proper Eſ- 
teem.—Of his Goodneſs ; in carrying on the Work of 
Grace, amidſt ſo much Infirmity, and ſo many Corrup- 
tions; and in crowning, with conſummate Happineſs, 
ſuch frail undeſerving Creatures.—Of his Power; in ex- 
tracting a Variety of Benefits even from : 

Ther. Benefits, Aſpaſio!—Can any Thing beneficial 
proceed from an Evil, which, according to your own 
Repreſentation, is ſo incorrigibly malignant ? 


„ pfal. xxxii. 2. ; 


+ Exod, xxviii. 38. Id eft, exfiare Peccata, guibus ſauQtifſime cæ- 


teroguin Adtiones notre inquinate ſunt. Wits, De Oecon. 


I | Aſp. 


ch exact Propriety, that 
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Ap. It will tend to. make Us lowly in our own Eyes . 
When We remember, that by Nature We are altogether 
become abominable; that the Remains of this heredi- 
tary Plague ſtill adhere to our Minds; that no one Fa- 
culty of our Souls, nor ſo much as a ſingle Action of 
our Lives, is wholly free from this noiſome Infection; 
how muſt ſuch a View of Ourſelves cover Us with 
Shame, and lay Us low in Abaſement! Leſs than the 
leaſt of all thy Mercies *, will be the Language of ſuch a 
One's very Soul. 

It will diſpoſe Us to compaſſionate Others. How can 
We take a Brother by the Throat, and require faultlefs 
Perfection in his Behaviour, when We Ourſelves in 
many Things offend, in all Things fall ſhort ? Every 
ſuch Confideration rebukes, what I may call ſpiritual 
_ Unmercifulneſs. It pleads for Tenderneſs and Forbear- 
ance to our Fellow-creatures, Is a Monitor within, and 
whiſpers that affecting Remonſtrance ; Oughteſt not Thor 
to have Compaſſion upon thy Fellow-ſervant, ſince thy Al- 
mighty LORD hath ſuch renewed, ſuch unwearied Pity 
on Thee 1? f | 
It will teach Us to admire the Riches of Grace. Shall 
fallen Creatures, that are taken from the very Dunghills 
of Sin, and reſcued from a Hell of inward Iniquity— 
Shall they notwithſtanding their total Depravity in a na- 
tural ; and their innumerable Deficierictes in a renewed 
State—Shall they be admitted into the Boſom of eternal 
Love? They be exalted to the Thrones of Glory, and 
numbered with the Princes of Heaven? This is Grace, 
tranſcendently rich, and divinely free indeed! 
Will it nor reconcile Us to the Approach of Death ? 
This, methinks, like Wormwood on the Nipple, or 
Gall in the Cup, mult tend to wean Us from the World. 
How can We be enamoured with ſuch a Land of Dark- 
neſs, and ſuch a Vale of Tears? Or why ſhould We 
covet, when Providence gives the Signal for our De- 
parture, to prolong our Abode inf theſe Territories of 


Gen. xxxii, 10. + Matt. xviii. 32. 


Diſordes ? 
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Diſorder ?—Surely, this muſt incline Us to leave them, 
every Day, more and more in our Affections; and at 
laſt, to leave them, without any Reluctance, by final 
Diſſolution. Leave them, for that better Country, 
where our perſonal Righteouſneſs will no longer be de- 
fective, like the waning Moon; but ſhine forth with 
conſummate Luſtre, like the meridian Sun, in the King- 
dom of our FATHER. 

It will endear the Bleſſed FESUS in every Capacity ; 
as the Stings of the fiery flowing Serpents, and the Dearth 
of the waſte howling Wilderneſs, endeared to the V, 
raelites both their miraculous Antidote, and their Bread 
from Heaven. They who believe this Truth, muſt ſee 
their inexpreſſible and inceſſant Need of CHRIST's 
Spirit. The Proteſtation of Moſes, on a particular Oc- 
caſion, will be the daily, the hourly Breathing of their 
Souls; Carry us not up hence, unleſs thy Preſenge, thy 
SPIRIT, go with Us*, For without this Aid, We 
can diſcharge no Duty aright, nor ſucceſsfully reſiſt any 
Temptation.— They will be exceedingly cautious, not 
to grieve + that ſacred Gueſt, leſt He depart from them, 
and abandon them to the Power of their lurking Cor- 
ruptions. Knowing, that if He abandon them, when 
ſuch Foes are within, and ſo many Snares without ; their 
Caſe will be worſe than Samſon's, when his Locks were 
ſhaven, and the Philiſtines all around Him. 

How highly will ſuch Perſons value the Bled of the 

Covenant, and the Intercefſion of their great HIG H- 
PRIEST !—They will no more preſume to enter into 
the Preſence of the moſt High GOD, without a fidu- 
_ cial Reliance upon the atoning and interceding SA VI- 

OUR; than the Sons of Jacob would have ventured to 
appear before the Viceroy of Egypt without the Com- 
pany of their younger Brother . In all, in all their 
Intercourſe with Heaven, the great PROPITIATION 
will be their Plea, and the great ADVOCATE their 
Confidence. The impotent Man waited at the Pool of 


* Exod. XXxiii. 15. + . iv. 30. $ Gen. «liii. 5. 
Vol. I. n Betbeſda, 
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Betheſda, and the Syrian General dipped ſeven Times in 
Jordan. Theſe Perſons will not only wait, but live by 
the Fountain opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs“. They 
will waſh in the ſacred ſanctifying Stream, not ſeven 
Times only, but ſeventy Times ſeven. | 
When ſuch Sentiments poſſeſs the Mind, how dear ? 
O how dear and deſirable will our LOR D's Obedience 
be ? Convinced that We are corrupt, univerſally corrupt 
in the very Conſtitution of our Nature, nothing will 
quiet our Conſciences, or ſatisfy our Souls, but the 
Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST.—I called, fome- 
time ago, our own Works Worm-eaten Things. And 
mult not theſe Corruptions, if they remain ever ſo little 
in our Hearts, depreciate and defile whatever proceeds 
from them ? Muſt they not be, in all our Works and 
all our Duties, like correding Vermin, in the Subſtance 
of our Timber, or at the Core of our Fruits !— Should 
We not then renounce, utterly renounce, what 1s tar- 
niſhed and debaſed by the Poiſon of Hell? And rely, 
wholly rely, for everlaſting Acceptance, on our Divine 
HIGH-PRIEST ? Who, in his mediatorial Works, 
as well as in his wonderful Perſon, is altogether Light 
and Perfection ; and neither in Him, nor in them, is 
there any Deficiency or any Darkneſs at all. 

Excuſe me, Theron; I fear, I have been preaching. 
The Importance of the Text, muſt form my Apology. 
It is an Introduction, not to the Records of Hiſtory, or 


* Zech. X11. 1. < 


+ Light and Perfection. This is the Meaning of that myſterious Or- 
nament, which, in the grand officiating Robes of the Jew High- 
Prieſt, was annexed to the Breaſt- plate, and tiled Urim and Thummim. 
Only the Hebrew Words are in the plural Number, and denote every 
Degree of Illumination, and all Kinds of Perfection.— Does not this 
very ſignificantly teach Sinners, Whence to ſeek their Wiſdom, and 
Where to look for their Perfection? There never was, in all Ages, 
more than one rim and Thummin ; and only one Perſon, in each Ge- 
neration, was appointed to wear it, And Who is there, in all Worlds, 
that can give Us heavenly Knowledge, but the SPIRIT of CHRIST? 
What is there, in Ourſelves or all Creatures, that can preſent Us un- 
blameable before GOD, but the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST? "IF 
the 
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the Tranſactions of Philoſophy, but to the Knowledge 
of Salvation, and to the Riches of CHRIST. 

Ther. Tf my Apaſio has been preaching, I can aſſure 
Him for his Comfort, that his Audience has been very 
attentive ; and though the Sermon was fomewhat co- 
pious, the Hearer neither ſlept nor gaped.— However, 
FI ſhould be glad to have the Whole reviewed, and fum- 
med up: that, if it has been large as the Pyramid, it 
may, like the Pyramid, terminate in a Point. 

Aſp. This then is the State of our Nature. — The 
Image of the CREATOR is effaced. Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs are loſt, View the 
Underſtandipg ; it is Blindneſs and Stupidity. View 
the Affections; they are Diſorder and Rebellion. View 
the Will; it is Enmity againſt GOD, the ſupreme 
Good; averſe to Things ſpiritual; but fand even to 
Dotage, of Things earthly and ſenſual.— The whole 
Soul is deformed; diſtempered ; and, to every good 
Purpoſe, dead. 

Mortifying, abaſing Views! Methinks, they ſhould 
be like Meduſa's Head“, or like Michael's Sword , 
to all Self-ſufficiency and all Self-dependenct.—Shall | 
ſuch a Creature pretend to be poſſeſſed of thoſe ſacred 
Endowments, which may conſtitute a proper Recom- 
mendation to infinite Holineſs ?—Is ſuch a Creature qua- 
lified to perform thoſe righteous Acts, which may bear 
the Teſt of inflexible Fuftice ? Can ſuch a Creature ful- 
fil that extenſive and exalted Law, which allows of no 
Failure; which demands perfect Obedience; and de- 
nounces a Curſe on every Tranſgreſſion? 

Should he conceive the vain Hope, or make the vainer 
Attempt, I would now addreſs Him, as Jeboaſb formerly 
anſwered Amaziah.— Amaziab King of Judah, elated 


* Meduſa's Head, the Poets tell Us, was ſo monſtrous and horrible, 

that the very Sight of it congealed the Blood. Nay ; turned every 
Beholder into Stone. 

1 Michael's Sword, Milton informs Us, was ſo keen and forcible, 

that nothing could reſiſt its Edge; whatever it ſmote, was cut in 


Pieces, 
1 | with 
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with the little Victories he had obtained over the Edom- 
ites, began to fancy Himſelf invincible. Prompted by 
this fooliſh Imagination, He challenges Jehoaſo King of 
Iirael, to meet Him in a pitched Battle; and receives 
this ironical Apologue by way of Reply.—Which, for 
Gallantry of Spirit and Delicacy of Wit, for Poignancy 
of Satire and Propriety of Application, has ſeldom been 
equaled, perhaps never exceeded,—The Thiſtle that was 
in Lebanon, ſent to the Cedar that was in Lebanon, ſaying, 
Give thy Daughter to my Son to Wife : and there paſſed by 
a wild Beaſt that was in Lebanon, and trod down the 
Thiſtle *. What are We—when We offer to eſtabliſh 
our pwn Righteouſneſs, or preſume to juſtify Ourſelves, 

before the moſt High GOD—but deſpicable Thiftles ; 
that fancy, themſelves fately Cedars ? And are not vari- 
ous Temptations, 1s not every Corruption, a wild Beaſt 
of the Deſart, which will trample on the impotent Boaſter, 
and tread his haughty Pretenſions in the Duſt ? 


* 2 Kings xiv. 9. 
” nt Vl. 
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